AHOC < LEY „„ 
Aten hg AsPASI0O 


O R, A 


1 * 35 E 8 
DIALOGUES 


„ AND 


LETTRAS 


UPON THE 
Moſt Important and Intereſting Subjects. 


IN TWO VOLUMES: 


By JAMES HERVEY, A.M. 
Rector of Weſton-Favell, in Northamptonſhire, 


The Memorial of thine abundant Kindneſs Sa be Aerea, ; 
and Mer ſhall fing of thy Righteouſneſs. Pſal. cxlv. 7. 

Bly Mouth Hall daily ſpeak of thy Righteouſneſs and Sal- 
vation ; 3 for 1 know no End thereof. Pſal. Ixxi. 13. 


Br VOL. L 


— 


DUB LIN: 
Frinted and Sold by S. PowELL in Crane 
lane, near E — | 


4. 


i 


— — 


3 — 


— — — ho_ 


_—_— 


— 


* 


The Right Honourable 
Lady FRANCES SHIRLEY, 


8 


F Chriſtianity was inconſiſ- 
tent with true Politeneſs, or 
1 prejudicial to real Happineſs, 

J ſhould be extremely inju- 
dicious, and inexcuſably un- 
compte in preſenting theſe Eflays to your 
LADysHIP., But as the Religion of 
FESUS is the grand Ornament of our 
Nature, and a Source of the ſublimeſt 
Joy, the Purport of the following Pages, 

cannot be unworthy the Countenance and 
Protection of the mo/? accompliſhed Perſon, 
Neither can there be a Wiſh, more ſuit- 
able to the Obligations or the DiCtates of 
a grateful Heart, than that You. may ex- 
perience -what You read, and be what 
You patronize. 


| 43 Dip 


a Rs Ooo__ 
* AC 
- 
* ** 
— ” 
- 
* 
- " 


- 
. 7 
12 _ nd 


DEDICATION. 


Dip Religion conſiſt in a for mal Round 
of external Obſervances, or a forced Submiſ- 
ſion to ſome rigorous Auſterities, I ſhould 
not ſcrupleto Join with the Infidel and the 
Senſualiſt, to dread it in one View, and 
deſpiſe it in another. You need not be in- 
formed, MaDAM,that it is as much ſuperi- 
or to all ſuch low and forbidding Singulari- 
ties, as the Heavens are higher than the 
Earth. It is deſcribed by an Author, who 
learnt its Theory in the Regions of Pa- 
radiſe, and who diſplayed its Efficacy in 
his own moſt exemplary Converſation.— 
It is thus deſcribed by that incomparable 
Author; The Kingdom of GOD, is not 
Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and 
Peace, and Joy in the HOLY GHOST. 

To be reconciled to the Omnipotent 
GOD—To be intereſted in the unſearch- 
able Riches of CHRIST—To be renewed 
in our Hearts, and influenced in our Lives, 
by the ſanctifying Operations of the Di- 
vine SPIRIT—This is evangelical Righ- 
teoulneſs. This is genuine Religion. This, 
Ma Dam, is the Kingdom of GOD eſta- 
bliſhed in the Soul, —How benign and 
inviting is ſuch an Inſtitution! How ho- 
nourable and advantageous ſuch a State! 
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And from ſuch Privileges, what other 


Effects 
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Effects can flow, but that Peace, which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding * That Foy, 
which is un/peakable and glorious ? | 

Is there any Thing in the Amuſements 
of the Gay and Purſuits of the Ambitious, 
of greater, of equal, of comparable Value? 
Is not all that Wealth can purchaſe, all 
that Grandeur can beſtow, ſomewhat like 
thoſe glittering Bubbles, which when 
viewed are Emptinejs, when graſped are 
Nothing ? Whereas, the Comforts, the 
Benefits, the Hopes of Chriſtianity, are 
at once fupremely excellent, and infinitely 
durable. A Portion ſuited to the Dignity 
of a rational Soul ; large as its Faculties, 
and immortal as its Being. 
ALL theſe Bleſſings are centered in 
CHRIST; were purchaſed by CHRIST ; 
are communicated from CHRIST. It is 
for want of knowing thofe boundleſs and 
everlaſting I reaſures of pardoning, juſti- 
Hing, ſaving Merit, which the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST poſſeſſes, and which 
He freely diſpenſes even to Sinners, that 
ſo many unthinking Perſons are attached to 
ignoble Objects, and beguiled by deluſory 
Pleaſures. Unhappy Creatures! What can 
they do, but catch at Shadows, and ſtoop 
to Trifles, while they are ignorant of the 
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4 
| grand, the ſubſtantial, the exalted Good? 4 
f It is for want of duly attending to that 3 
1 Fulneſs of Grace, and that Plenteouſneſs 4 
| of Redemption, which dwell in our moſt 2 
1 adorable SAVIOUR, that ſo many ſerious { 
Perſons are Strangers to the Tranquillity 4 
and Sweetnels of Religion: are ſubject to 
all its Reſtraints, but enjoy few, if any, of F 
| its Delights. Hiſtaben Zealots! How can 
| they avoid the gloomy Situation and the 9 
uncomforable Circumſtance, ſo long as 7 


they withdraw themſelves from the Sud 
oF RIGHTEOUSNESS and his all-chear- 
Ing Beams? 1 

Max your LADYSH I live continual- 
ly under his heavenly Light and healing 5 
Wings! Be mote fully affured of his dying 4 
Love, and have brighter, ſtill brighter Mani- 

feſtations of his immenſe Perfections! By 
theſe delightful Views, and by that precious 
Faith, may your Heart be transformed into 4 
his holy, his amiable, his divine Image! Your 3 
Happineſs will then be juſt ſuch asis wiſhed, 
but far greater than can be expreſſed by, 


Mapam, = 
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Nur moſt obliged, and 


Mat obedient humble Servant, 
Weſton-Favell, | | 
Jan. 6. 1755. IJAMks HERVEY. 
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HE Reader will probably ex- 
pie ſome Account of the enſuing 

| ork; and to gratify Him in 

Particular, will be a real 
CESSES Pleaſure to the Author. 

The Beauty and Excellency of the Scriptures 
— The Ruin and Depravity of human Nature 
Ats happy Recovery, founded on the Atone- 
ment, and effected by the SPIRIT of CHRIST 
—T he/e are ſome of the chief Points, vindi- 
cated, illuſtrated, and applied in the following 
Sheets — But the grand Article, that which 
makes the principal Figure, is the 1IMPUTED 
R1cnTEousNEss of our divine LORD, from 
whence ariſes our Juſtification before GOD, and 
our renewed Title to every heavenly Bleſſing. An 
Article, which, though eminent for its Import- 
ance, ſeems to be little underſtood, and leſs re- 
garded; if not much miſtaken, and almoſt for- 


gotten. 
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The Dignity and Importance of this great 
evangelical Doctrine ot worthy it is of the 


moſt attentive Conſideration, and of univerſal 
Acceptance is hinted in the ſecond Dialogue. 


So that I need, in this Place, do nothing more, 


than give the Senſe of a Paſſage from Witſius, 


which is there introduced in the Notes. —“ The 
% Doctrine of Juſtification, ſays that excellent 
« Author, /preads itſelf through the whole 
«© Syſtem of Divinity. As this is either ſolidly 
« eftlabliſhed, or ſuperficially touched; fully 
4% fated, or ſlightly diſmiſſed; accordingly, the 
« who.e Structure of Religion, either riſes 
% graceful and magnificent, ſuperior to Aſſault, 
« and beyond the Power of Decay; or elſe it 
„appears diſproportiona'e and defective, totters 
aon its Foundation, and threatens an oppro- 
« brious Fall *”, RE LD 
Me Deſign is executed in the Form of Dia- 
logue. Thoſe Parts only excepted, in which it 
was not eaſy to carry on a Converſation, and 
affign ta each Perſon a proper Degree of Signi- 
ficancy. Here, to avoid the common Imputa- 
tion, of bringing upon the Stage a Mute or a 
Shadow—one who fights without Weapons, 
and ſubmits without a Conteſt th Scene ſifts, 


Our Gentlemen ſeparate, and, inſtead of con- 


ver ing, enter upon an epiſtolary Correſpon- 
dence. | 
The Dialogue Form ſeems, on many Conſide- 
rations, a very eligible Way of Writing. — Here- 
by, the Author gives an Air both of Dignity 
and 
See p. 46. | 
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and of Modeſty to his Sentiments. Of Dignity; 
by delivering them from the Mouths of Perſons, 
in every reſpect ſuperior t9 Himſelf. Of Mo- 
deſty ; becauſe We no longer conjider Him in 
the raiſed, but invidious Capacity of a Teacher, 


. Inſtead of calling Us to his Peet, and diftating 


his Precepts, He gratifies our Curioſity. He 
turns beck a Curtain, and admits Us to ſome 
remarkab'e Interviews, or intereſting Confe- 
rences. We over-hear, by a kind of innocent 
or imaginary Steal:h, the Debates which paſs 


in the Receſſes of Privacy; which are carried 


on, with the moſt unreſerved Freedom of 
Speech, and Openneſs of Heart.—A Circum- 
ſtance, which will apologize for ſome Peculi- 
arities, that might otherwiſe be inconſiſtent 
with Humility, or offenſive to Delicacy. Par- 
ticularly, it may obviate the Diſguſt, which 
generally, and indeed deſervedly, attends the 
frequent Intruſion of that ambitious and uſurp- 
ing little Mongſyllable, I. 

| The Names if the Perſons are prefixed, each 


79 bis reſpective Share of the Diſcourſe ; in 


Imitation of Cicero, and for the Reaſons which 
be aſſigns. Quaſi enim ipſos induxi loquen- 
tes: ne Inquam & Iuquit ſepius interpone- 


rentur. Atque id eo feci, ut tanquam pre- 


ſentibus coram haberi Sermo videretur “. 
This Method, He very jujtly intimates, is re- 
moved fartheſt from the Narrative, and makes 
the neareſt Approaches to Life and Reality. 
It quite ſecretes the Author; and, by introduc- 


ing 


De Anicifia, 
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S 
ing the Perſons themſelves, renders all that 


paſſes intirely their own. It prevents likewiſe 


the Repetition of thoſe interlocutory Words, 
He ſaid, He replied. Which, unl:ſs the 
Speeches are very dong, muſt fr equently recur, 
and have no pleaſing Effect upon the Ear. And 
if the Speeches are long, the Spirit of Con- 
verſaticn is loſt. The Aſſociates are no longer 
talking; but one of them, or the Author, 15 
lecturing. 

Thouę h have ſo much to ſay in Behalf of 
be Model, I have very little to ſay with re- 
gard to the Execution—unleſs it be to confeſs 
zhe Deficiency. There is not, I am ſenſible, 
that peculiar Air and diſtinguiſhing Turn, 
which ſhould mark and characterize each Spea- 
ker. This is what the Nature of finiſhed Dia- 
Hogue requires, and what the Author applauds 
in ſome very ſuperior Writers. But, not hav- 
ing the Ability to copy it, He has not the Va- 
mity to affett 1t.— Nevertheleſs, the attentive 
Reader will, all along, perceive a Difference in 
the Sentiment, if not in the Language, The 
Materials vary, even when they run into the 


fame Mould, and take the ſame Form. In the 


Diction alſo there muſt be ſome Diverſity. Be- 
cauſe ſeveral of the Objections are propoſed in 
the very Words of one or two eminent Writers, 
who have appeared on the other Side of the 
Queſtion. Theſe are not particularized by the 

Mark of Quotation; becauſe, the Man of Read- 
ing will have no Occafion for the Aſſiſtance of 
ſuch an Index, and the Man of Taſte will 


pro- 


r. Xi 
probably diſcern them by the Singularity of the 
Style. 

Some of the following Pieces, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, are of the controverſial Kind. 
A Species of Writing, leaſt ſuſceptible of the 
Graces, which embelliſh Compoſition ; or rather 
moſt deſtitute of the Attrattives, which engage 
Altention, and create Delight. —Yet 1 have 
ſometimes thought, that it is not abſolutely im- 
Pofſible, to make even the ſtern Face of Contro- 
verſy wear a Smile; and to reap ſome valuable 
Fruit, from the ragged Furrows of Diſputa- 
tron. Whether this is effefted in the preſent 
Work, the Public muſt judge; that it has been 
7 05 Pied, the Author may be permitted to de- 
clare. 

To ſoften the Aſperities of Argument, Views 
of Nature are interſperſed. That, if the for- 
mer ſhould carry the Appearance of a rude in- 
tangled Foreſt, or of a frowning gloomy Re- 
ceſs, there may be ſome agreeable Openings, 
and lightſome Avenues, to admit a Proſpect 
of the Country: which is always arrayed in 
Charms, and never fails to pleaſe. _ 

The Author confeſſes a very peculiar Fond- 
neſs for the amiable Scenes of Creation. It is 
therefore not at all improbable, but his Excur- 
ſions on this Topic may be of the diffuſive Kind, 
and his Deſcript.ons ſomewhat luxuriant. It is 
hoped, bowever, that the benevolent Reader 
will indulge Him in this favourite Foible.— 
F any ſb5uld feel the ſame prevailing Paſſion 
for the Beauties of Nature, *tis poſible theſe 
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Perſons may be inclined, not only to excuſe, but 
approve the Fault; and take Part with the 
Lover, even in Opprfi tion to the Critic. 
Farther to diverſify the Piece, Sketches of 
Philoſophy are introduced. Eaſy to be under- 
food, and calculated to entertain the Imagina- 
tion, as well as to improve the Heart. More 
particularly, to diſplay the wile and beneficent 
Deſign of Providence, in the various Appear- 
ances and numberle's Productions of the ma- 1 
terial World. Neither are theſe Remarks al- { 
 Hngether foreign to the main Point. But, as far | 
as the Wonders of Creation may comport with 
e Riches of Grace, ſubſerve the general End. | 
As to the Choice of my Subjects Some People f 
have deſired to ſee an Invettive, againſt the fa- 
ſhionable and predominant Vices of the Age. 
This I apprehend, would be like picking off the 
Leaves, or clipping away the Twigs, of Some 
over-grown and noxious Tree. Waving this 
tedious and ineffeftual Toil, I wculd rather 
tay my Axe to the Root. Let the Know edge 
an Love of CHRIST rate place in the Heart, 
and not on'y a few of the Branches, but the 
whole Body of Sin will fall at once. 
Some wo have the Author inſiſt upon the 
conſcientious Obſervation of the Sabbath, incul- 
cate the daily Worſhip of GOD in the Family, 
and urge a devout Attendance on the public Or- 
dinances of Religion —But when a Perſon tis 
convinced of Sin, and made ſenſible of Miſery , 
then he has taſted the good Word of GOD * 
and 


* Heb. vi 5. 


5 
| 
| 
* 


„% 
and ſeen by Faith the LORD's CHRIST T 


He will want no Sollicitation or Incitement, to 
theſe Means of Grace, and Exerciſes of Godli- 
neſs, He will have juſt the ſame Diſpoſition to 
them all, as the hungry Appetite has to whole- 
ſome Food, or the new-born Babe * to the Milk 


| of the Breaſt. 


Others may imagine, that I have neglected 
the Intereſts of Morality ; becauſe, here is no 
profeſſed Attempt to delineate its Duties, or in- 
force its Practice. — Let theſe Perſons remem- 
ber, that Morality never makes ſuch vigorous 
Shoots, never produces ſuch generous Fruit, as 
when irgrafted on evangelical Principles. 
And if I do not crop the Pink, the Roſe, and 
the Carnation , if I do not gather the Peach, 
the Nectarine, and the Pine- Apple; and put 
them into my Reader's Hand, for his immediate 
Enjoyment: I am endeavouring to ſow the 
Seeds, and plant the Roots in his Garden; 
5 which, 


+ Luke ii. 26. 

* 1 Pet. ii. 2. This Compariſon is, perhaps, the 
moſt exact and eæpreſſive, that Words can form, or Fan- 
cy conceive. Babes covet nothing but the Milk of the 
Breaſt. They are indifferent about all other Things. 
Give them Riches, give them Honours, give them 
whatever you pleaſe, without this rich, delicious, 
balmy Nutriment, they will not, they cannot be ſatiſ- 
fied. —How finely does this illuſtrate, and how forcibly 
inculcate, what our LORD ſtyles, The Angle Eye, and 
The One Thing needful ! Or, the ſalutary Doctrines, and 
delightful Privileges of the Goſpel ; together with that 


ſupreme Value for them, and undivided Complacency 


in them, which are the diſtinguiſhing Character of the 
Chriſtian ! | 
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which, if cheriſhed by the favourable Influence 
of Heaven, will yield Him, not an occaſional, 
but a conſtant Supply of all. | 
As ſeveral Texts of Scripture come under Con- 
federation, Criticiſms upon the Original are 
frequently ſubjoined. In order to clear up ſome 
Difficulties, to reftify ſome Miſtranſlations, oi 
point out the many delicate and maſterly Strokes, 
which occur in 15 BIBL ER. Aud glad ſpou d I 
Be, extremely glad, if I might recommend and 
endear that invaluable Book. If, as the divine 
REDEEMER rideth on in the Word of 
Truth, of Meekneſs, and Righteouſneſs *, 
this Hand might ſcatter a Palm Branch, or 
this P- x Ben might lie a5.a Hloturet, to 
firew his Way +, and ſolemnize bis Triumph. 
In the Courſe of the Diſputation, I dare not 
ſuppoſe, that I have diſcuſſed all the Argu- 
ments, which Sagacity may deviſe, or Sophiſtry 
urge. Perhaps, I have not removed all the 
Scruples, which may awaken Prejudice, or 
embarraſs Integrity, This, bowever, I may 
venture to affirm, that I myſelf have met with 
no conſederable Objettion, which is not either 
exprefly — or virtually refuted, in theſe 
Conferences.—— And, tho" I ſhould neither ſa- 
t15fy nor filence the Gainſayer, T ſhall think my 


| Endeavours happily employed, if they may 


throw Light upou the dim Apprebenſon; ejta- 
bliſp the wavering Faith; or comfort the at- 
Aicted Conſcience. 

If 


4 Pal. xlv. 4, + Alluding to Matt, xxi. 8. 
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F any ſhould burleſque or ridicule theſe ve- 
nerable Truths, and exalted Privileges, I ſhall 
only ſay with my Divine MASTER ; Ol that 
Thou hadſt known, in this thy Day, the 
Things that belong to thy Peace! But now 
they are hid, it is evident from ſuch a Proce- 
dure, they are hid from thine Eyes “. | 
Should any, in the Spirit of Decency and Can- 
dor, either ſtart new, or revive old Objections, 
I doubt not, but they will receive both à due 
Examination and a proper Reply. As theſe 
Doctrines enter into the very Eſſence of the 
Goſpel, and conſtitute the Glory of our Religion, 
they can never want a Succeſſion of Advocates, 
fo long as the Sun and Moon endure.— For my 
own Part, I muſt beg Leave to retire from the 
Liſts, and lay down the Weapons of Controver- 
5. Virgil's Language is my Reſolution, 


Diſcedam, explebo Numerum, reddarque 
Tenebris. 


This Declaration is made, not from any the 
leaſt Suſpicion, that my Tenets are indefenſi- 
ble. But becauſe I would apprize my Friends, 
and the Friends of our common Chriſtianity, 
that the Field is clear and open for them to 
advance; that 1 reſign to others the glorious 
Combat; and ſball content myſelf with wiſhing 
them Succeſs in the Name of the LORD. 
Becauſe, it beromes a Perſon in my declining 
State, to be more peculiarly intent upon encoun- 
tering 


Luke xix, 4a. 
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tering a different Adverſary; who is ſure to 
overcome, and never allows Yuarter. Yet, by 
this Word of my Teſtimony, and by the 
Blood of the LAMB T. I hope to triumph 
even when I fall; and to be more than Conquercr, 
through F E H OVA H my Righteouineſs. 
Should any Thing be urged, forcible enough 
to overthrow my Arguments, or detect a Miſtake 
in my Sentiments, the World may deperd upon 
ſeeing a free and undiſſembled Retractation. 
T ſhall look upon it as a Duty which I owe to 
my Conſcience, to my Readers, and to my GOD, 
publickly to acknowledge the Error. It is 
one Thing to be ſilent ; another to be obſtinate. 
As I ſhall inflexibly adhere to the firſt; I would, 
with equal Sieadineſs, renounce the laſt, Tho 
T1 withdraw from the Strife of Pens and of 
Tongues, 1 fhall take care to preſerve a Mind, 
ever acceſſible to Truth, ever open to Conviction. 
A Mind, infinitely more concerned for the Pu- 
rity and Proſperity of the ever/aſting Goſpel, 
than for the Prevalence of my own Opinion, or 
the Credit of my own Performance. 

As I have the Happineſs of being a Member, 
and the Honour of being a M niſter, of the re- 
formed eſtabliſhed Church; I cannot but re- 
flet, with a peculiar Pleaſure, that every Doc- 
trine of Note, maintained in theſe Dialogues 
and Letters, is either imjlied in our Liturgy, 
aſſerted in our Articles, or taught in our Ho- 
milies. — It affords me likewiſe ſome Degree 
of ati fall ion io obſerve, that the moſt material 


of 


A + Rev. xii. 11. 
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of the Sentiments have been adopted by Milton; 
are incorporated into his Paradiſe Loſt ; and 
aid Dignity to the ſublimeſt Poem in the Word, 
—To have the higheſt Authority, and the firſt 
Genius in the Nation on a Mriter's Side, is no 
contemptible Support. This muſt ſurely give a 
Sanction, where-ever our religious Eſtabliſh- 
ment is reverenced, er polite Literature is held 
in Repute, Yet even this Sandtion, compared 
with the Oracle of Revelation, is only like a 
Range of Cy; hers, connected with the initial 
Figure. Which, were they detached, would 
be inſignificant ;, but, in ſuch a Subordination, 
are conſiderable. 

Perhaps, it ſhould be farther acknowledged, 
that I have not always confined myſelf to the 
Method of our Syſtematic Writers, nor follow- 
ed their Train of Thoughts with a ſcrupulous 
Regularity. I would conduct my Fellow-crea- 
ture to the ſupreme and eternal Good, CHRIST 
JESUS. I have choſen the Path, which ſeem- 
ed moſt agreeable and inviting, rather than 
moſt beaten and frequented. If this leads, with 
equal certainty, io the great and deſirable End, 
1 dare promiſe myſelf an eaſy Excuſe, — How- 
ever, that Method and Order, in the doctrinal 
Parts of the Plan, are not wholly neglected, the 
following Summary of Contents may ſhew. 


THE 
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Tafte ; of accurate, rather than exten- 
Aae Reading; and particularly charmed 
with the Study of Natufe. He traced 
the Planets in their Courſes, and ex- 
Wamined the Formation of the meaneſt 
Vegetable ; not merely to pratify a refined Curioſity, 
but chiefly to cultivate the aobler Principles of Religion. 
and Morality. Several Diſcoveries He made, and every. 
Diſcovery He improved, to this important End- to 
raiſe in his Mind, more exa/ted Apprehenſions of the 
Supreme Being—and to enlarge his Affections, with a 
diſinteręſſed Benevolence; conformable, in ſome, De- 
gree, to that boundleſs Liberality, which pervades 
and animates the whole Creation. 
As rs, was not without his Share of polite Li- 
terature, and Rane Knowledge. He had taken 
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H E R 0 N, Was a 3 of ine ; 
Taſte ; of accurate, rather than exten- 
ve Reading; and particularly charmed 
with the Study of Nature. He traced 
the Planets in their Courſes, and ex- 
amined the Formation of the meaneſt 
Vegetable ; ne ; not merely to pratify a refined Curioſity, 
but chiefly to cultivate the zob/er Principles of Religion 
and Morality. Several Diſcoveries He made, and every 
Diſcovery He improved, to this important End to 
raiſe in his Mind, more exa/ted Apprehenſions of the 
Supreme Being—and to enlarge his Aﬀections, with a 
diſintereſled Benevolence; conformable, in ſome, De- 
gree, to that boundleſs Liberality, which pervades 
and animates the whole Creation. 

As rs lo, was not without his Share of polite Li- 
terature, and philoſophical Knowledge. He had taken 
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a Tour through the Circle of the Sciences ; and, 
having tranſiently ſurveyed the Productions of human 
Learning, devoted his final Attention to the inſpired 
Writings. Theſe he ſtudied, with the unbiaſſed Im- 
partiality of a Critic ; yet with the reverential Simpli- 


city of a Chriſtian. Theſe He regarded, as the aner- 


ring Standard of Duty—the authentic Charter of Sal- 
vation—and the brighteſt Mirror of the Deity ; af- 
fording the moſt ſatisfactory and ſublime Diſplay of 
all the divine Attributes. 

Theron, was ſomewhat awarm in his Temper ; and 
would, upon Occaſion, make Uſe of a little innocent 
Raillery ; not to expoſe his Friend, but to enliven the 
Converſation. Sometimes di/gui/ing his real Sentiments ; 
in order to ſift the Subject, or diſcover the Opinion of 
others. — 4ſpafie ſeldom indulges the humorous or ſa- 
tyrical Vein, but argues with Meekne/s of Wiſdom *. 
Never puts on the Appearance of Guile, but always 
ſpeaks the Dictates of his Heart. | 

Aſpaſio was on a Viſit at Theron's Seat. One 
Evening, when ſome neighbouring Gentlemen were 
Juſt gone, and had left them alone, the Converſation 
took the following Turn. 

Aſp.—l would always be ready, both to acknow- 
ledge and applaud, whatever is amiable in the Con- 
duct of Others. The Gentlemen, who gave Us their 
Company at Dinner, ſeem to be all of a d:ferent Cha- 
racter. Yet each, in his own Way, is extremely 
agreeable. | 

Ly/andey has lively Parts, and is quick at Repartee. 
But he never abuſes his Wit, to create Uneaſineſs in 
the honeſt Heart, or fluſh the modeſt Cheek with Con- 
fuſion.— What Solidity of Judgment, and Depth of 
Penetration, appear in Crito! Yet, how free are his 


Diſcourſes, from the magiſterial Tone, or the * 
ria 


* Mitis Sapientia Læli. Hon. 
I; a moſt amiable Character, and delicately drawn. But is, I think, 
expreſſed with greater Strength. and ſuperior Beauty, by the fa- 
cred Penman ; Let bim ſbætu out of a good Conver ſation bis Works 
with Mexknels of Wiſdom, Fam, iii. 13. 
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rial Solemnity ! - Philenor's Taſte in the polite Arts, is 
remarkably correct: yet, without the leaſt I inQure 
of Vanity, or any weak Fondneſs for Applauſe. He 
never interrupts the Progreſs, or wreſts the Topic of 
Converſation ; in order to ſhine in his particular Pro- 
vince. —T rebonius, I find, has ſignalized his Valour in 
ſeveral Campaigns. Though a Warrior and a Tra— 
veler, He gives Himſelf no overbearing or oſtentatious 
Airs. In Trebonious, You ſee the brave Officer, regu- 
lated by all the Decency of the Academic, and fweet- 
ened with all the Aﬀability of the Courtier. 

No one atiects a moroſe Silence, or aſſumes an immo- 
derate Loquacity *. To engroſs the Talk, is tyranni- 
cal : to ſeal up the Lips, is monkiſh. Every one, there- 
fore, from a Fund of good Senfe, contributes his Quo- 
ta: and each ſpeaks, not with an Ambition to ſet off 
Himſelf, but from a Deſire to ae the Company. 

Ther. Indeed, Aſpafio, 1 think myſelf happy, in this 
accompliſhed Set of Acquaintance. Who add all the 
Complaiſance and Politeneſs of the Gentleman, to the 
Benevolence and Fidelity of the Friend. 

Their Converſation is as innocent, as their Taſte is 
refined. — They have a noble Abhorrence of Slander, 
and deteſt the low ungenerous Artifices of Detrac- 
tion.—No loge Feſt, has either the Service of their 
'ongue, or the Sanction of their Smile. Was you to 
be with them, even in their freeſt Moments; You 
would hear Nothing, that borders upon Profaneneſs, 
or is in the leaſt injurious to Purity ot Morals. 

Aſp. There is but one Qualification wanting, to ren- 


der your Friends completely valuable ; and their ſocial 
Interviews a continual Bleſſing. 


Ther. Pray, what 1s that ? 


Aſp. A Turn for more ſerious Conferences. — Their 
literary Debates are beautitul Sketches, of whatever is 


B 2 moiſt 


Zeno being preſent, where a perſon of this loquacious Diſpo- 
ſition played Himſel. off, ſaid, with an Air of Concern in his 
Countenance; That poor Gentleman is ill, He bas a w e Flax 
up Him, The Company was alarmed, and the Rhctorician 
ſto oped in his Career. Yes, added the Philoſopher The Flux 65 
ſo violent, that it bas carried bis Ears inte bis Tongue, 
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moſt curious in the Sciences, or moſt delicate in the 
Arts. From their Remarks on our national Affairs, 
and on foreign Occurrences, a Perſon may almoſt form 
a Syſtem of Politics. But, they never touch upon any 
Topic of Morality ; never celebrate the /ublime Perfec- 
tions of the Deity ; never illuſtrate the Beauties, nor en- 
force the Truths 

Ther. Fie upon You, Appaſio, for your unpolite 
Hint! Who can forbear interrupting an Harangue, 
that pleads for ſuch an outrageous Violation of the 
Mode ? Would introduce edifying Talk into our fa- 
ſhionable Aſſemblies ! _— How is it that You, who, in 
other Inſtances, are a Gentleman of Refinement, can 
be ſo ſtrangely inelegant in this Particular? 

fp. For ſuch a Practice, Theron, We have no incon- 
ſiderable Precedents. —— Thus Sccrates *, the wiſeſt of 
the Athenian Sages, thus Scipio +, the moſt accompliſhed 
of the Roman Generals, converſed. — Thus Cicero t, the 
Prince of Orators, improved his elegant Retirement at 


the Tuſculan Villa. — And Horace ||, the brighteſt Ge- 


nius in the Court of Auguſtus, formed the moſt agree- 
able Hours of his Converſation, upon this very Plan. 
Was I to enumerate all the Patrons of this, forgive 
me if I ſay, more honourable Mode; the moſt illuſtrious 
Names of Antiquity, would appear on the Lift. 
Ther. This Practice, however extolled by the philo- 
ſophic Gentry of antient Times; would make a very 


fingu/ar Figure, in the preſent Age. 


Aſp. And ſhould not the Copy, after which the Gene- 
rality of Mankind write, be fingul/arly correct? Perſons 
of exalted Fortune, are the Pattern for general Imita- 
tion : are the Copy, in Conformity to which, the infe- 

rior 


Vid. Socrat's M-morabilia, per Xenoph. 

+ See Ciceros Dialogue De Amicit d. In which we are inform- 
ed, That it was a cuſtomary Practice with Scipio, with his polite 
Friend Lælius, and ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Nobility of Rome, 
to diſcourſe upon the Intereſts of the Republic, and Immortality of 
the Soul. 

t Vid. Tuſcul, Queſt. 

|| Such were the Interviews, of which he ſpeaks with a Kind 
ef Rapture, 

0 Nees Caneque Deum! 
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rior World adjuſt their Manners, and regulate their 
Behaviour. They, therefore, are under the ftrong-it 
Obligations, not to give a contemptible Stamp to the 

Faſhion.— Benevolence to their Fellow- creatures calls 
loudly upon them, a Concern for the public Good 
challenges it at their Hands, that hey ſignalize them- 
ſelves by a Pre- eminence in all that is excellent. 

Ther. Away, away with theſe agſlere Notions! Such 
a Strain of Converſation, would damp the Gaiety of our 
Kite and flatten the Reliſh of Society. It would 

mn the Aſſembly into a Conventicle, and make it 
Lent all the Year round. 

Aſp. Can it then be an auſtere Practice, to cultivate 
the Underſtanding, and improve the Heart ?— Can it 
damp the Gaiety of our Spirits, to refine them upon the 
Plan of the higheſt Perfection ?—Or, will it flatten the 

| Reliſh of Society, to ſecure and anticipate everlaiting 
3 - Delights? ; 
| Ther. Everlaſling Delights, Aſpaſio To talk of ſuch a 
: Subject, would be termed, in every Circle of Wit and 
Gallantry, an Uſurpation of the Parion's Office. A loro 
Method, of retailing by Scraps, in the Parlour ; what the 
Man in Black, vends by wholeſale from the Pulpit. —It 
ö would infallibly mark us out for Pedants. And, for aught I 
know, might expoſe us to the Suſpicion of Eathuſiaſm. 
| App. Your Men of Wit muit excuſe me, it I cannot 
| pores myſelf to admire, either the De/zcacy of their 
anguage, or the Fuſine/s of their Opinion. 
The firſt, be it ever fo humane and graceful, I reſign to 
| themſelves. As to the other, I would beg Leave to in- 
quire; Are the Clergy, then, the only Perſons, who 
*« ſhould act the becoming Part, and converſe like rational 
«« Beings ? Is ſolid Wiſdom, and iacred Truth the Privi- 
lege of their Order? While nothing is left for you and 
me, but the Play of Fancy, or the Luxuries of Senſe.” 
I would farther aſk the Circles of Gallantry ; “ Where 
« 1s the Impropriety, of interweaving the nob/e Doc- 
« trines, diſplayed by the Preacher, with our common 
« Diſcourſe ? Or, what the Inconvenience, of intro- 
« ducing the amiable Graces, recommended by his 
Lectures, into ordinary Practice?“ | 
| B 3 Will 
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Will ieh an Exerciſe of our Speech, rank Us among 
Pedants ? Is zhis the Badge of Enthuſiaſm? A ſplen- 
did and honourable Badge truly ! Such as muſt add 
Weight to any Cauſe, and Worth to any Character. 

Ther. This would curb the ſprightly Sallies of Vit; 
and extinguiſh that engaging Glow of Grid dimer, 
which enlivens our gentee] Intercourſes. Accordingly, 
You may obſerve, that if any formal Creature, takes 
upon Him to mention, in polite Company, a religious 

Truth, or a Text of Scripture; the pretty Chat, though 
ever ſo profulely flowing, ſtagnates in an Inſtant. Each 
voluble and facetious Tongue ſeems to be {truck with a 
ſudden Palſy. Every one wonders at the ſtrange Man's 
Face; and they al) concludeHim, either mad, or aMethodiſ.. 

Aſp. Agreeable Strokes of Wit, are by no Means in- 
compatible with uſeful Converſation. Unleſs we miſtake 
an inſitid Vivacity, or Fantaſtic Levity, for Wit and Fa- 
cetiouſneſs.— Neither have I heard, that, among all our 
Acts of Parliament, any one has paſſed to divorce Good 
Senſe and Good-humour. Why may they not both re- 
fide on the fame Lips, and both circulate through the 
ſame Aftembly ?—For my own Part, I would neither 
have our Diſcourſe ſoured with Auſterity, nor evaporate 
into Impertinence: but unite (as a judicious Antient 
adviſes) the Benefits of Improvement, with the Blan- 
diſhments of Pleaſantry *. — And as to your polite Peo- 
ple ; if they can find more Muſic, in the Magpie's Voice, 
than in the Nightingale's Note; I muſt own myſelf as 
much ſurpriſed at their Ears, as they are at the ftrange 
Man's Face. 

Ther. With all your grey-headed Authorities, I fan- 
ſy, You will find very : ew Profelytes, among the Pro- 
feſſors of modern Refinement. Faſhion is, with the 
World, the Standard of Morals, as well as of Clothes. 
And He muſt be of a very peculiar Turn indeed, who 
would chooſe to be ridiculous in either. 

Aſp. Rather, Theron, He muſt be of a very plant Turn, 
who tamely delivers up his Conduct, to be moulded b 
a Faſhion ; which has neither true Elegance to dignity 
it, nor the leaſt Uſefulneſs to recommend it. 


And 
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And, which, I beſeech You, is moſt ridiculous ? — 
He, who ſervilely imitates every ile Faſhion, and is 
the very Ape of corrupt Cuſtom ?—Or He, who aſſerts 
his native Liberty; and reſolutely follows, where Vi- 
dom and Truth lead the Way. | 

Ther. Would you then obtrude religious Diſcourſe, 
upon every Company? Conſider, Aſpaſio, what a motley 
Figure this would make.— A Wedding, and a Ser- 
mon !—-Quadrille, and St. Paul — The haſt new Play, 
and primitive Chriſtianity ! 

Aſp. You know the Rule, Theron, which is given by 
the great © Maſter of our Aſſemblies ; ”” Caft not your 
Pearls before Swine f. Some there are, ſo immerſed in 
Senſuality, that they can reliſh nothing, but the coarſeſt 
Huſks of Converſation. To theſe, neither offer your 
Pearls, nor proſtitute your Intimacy. 

But, when Perſons of a liberal Education, and ele- 
vated Sentiments— when theſe meet together ; why 
ſhould not their Diſcourſe be ſuitable, to the Eminence 


of their Rank, and the oh mee of their Genius ? 


Raiſed, far above the Level of that trite and Feminate 
Strain— Upon my Honour, the Actrefs topt her Part. 
Heavens! How charmingly ſhe ſung! How grace- 
fully ſhe trod the Stage!“ 

Ther. Indeed, my Aſpaſio, Jam intirely in your Way of 
Thinking; however J have hitherto put on the Maſk.— 
The Gift of Speech, is one great Prerogative of our ra- 
tional Nature. And 'tis Pity, that ſuch a ſuperior Fa- 
culty ſhould be debaſed to the meaneſt Purpoſes. 

Suppoſe, all our ſtately Veſſels, that paſs and repaſs 
the Ocean, were to carry out nothing but Tinſel, and 
theatrical Decorations; were to import nothing but glit- 
tering Baubles, and nicely-fanſied Toys. Would ſuch a 
Method of Trading be well-judged in itſelf, or beneti- 
cial in its Conſequences ?—Articulate Speech is the 
Inſtrument of a much nobler Commerce; intended to 
tranſmit and diffuſe the Treaſures of the Mind. And 
will not the Practice be altogether as injudicious, muſt 
not the Iſſue be infinitely more detrimental, if this Vehi- 
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cle of intellectual Wealth, is freighted only with plea- 
Ang Fopperies? 

Ajp. Such Folly and Extravagance, would be hiſſed 
out ot the commercial World. Why then are they ad- 
mitted and cheriſhed in the cia? 

Ther. Why indeed? He muſt be far more acute 
than your Theron, who can aſſign a ſingle Reaſon to 
countenance them. To explode them, ten thouſand 
Arguments occur. —A continual Round of gay and 
trifling Converſation “, of Viſits quite modiſh, and 
Eftertainments not moral, muſt give an indolent 
Turn to the Mind. Such as will enerwate its Powers; 
indiſpoſe it for generous Action; and gradually /ap the 
very Foundation of Virtue.— Whereas, a frequent 
Conference on the Glories of the Godhead, or the 
Wonders of Creation, would invigorate and ennoble 
the Soul. Would enlarge her Faculties, and elevate 
her Deſires. 

Aſp. Did not our Hearts burn within us, ſaid the 
Travelers at Emmaus, while HE talked with us by the 
May? Thoſe Diſcourſes, tis true, were conducted 
with a Spirit, and enforced with an Energy, abſolutely 
unequalled. Yet, the ſame happy Effects would, in 
ſeme inferior Degree, reſult from our friendly Confe- 
rences, if they turned upon the ſame important Points. 
We alſo ſhould feel our Hearts warmed with holy Zeal, 
and glowing with heavenly Love. 

Ther. Such Conferences would not only be pro- 
ductive of preſent Advantage; but yield a renewed 
Pleaſure, in the Retroſpect. We might reflect, with 
real Complacency, on Hours ſpent in ſo rational a 
Manner. And who would not prefer the filent Ap- 
plauſe of the Heart, to all thoſe tumultuous Joys; 
which wanton Jeſts create, or the circling Glaſs in- 


ſpires? 
Aſp. 


*The Significancy and Importance of ſuch Converſation, was 
ſmartly repreſented by the Philoſopher. Whg. being aſked, How 
he left the Company employed, made AnſweF; Some in milking the 
Ram, Others in bolding the Pail, | 

+ Luke xxiv. 32. 


DIALOGUE LI. 9 


Aſp. One f, who thoroughly knew Mankind, and, 
had tried the Merits of the jovial Board, very perti- 
nently compares ſuch Flaſhes of Mirth, to the Crack- 
ling of Thorns under a Pot F The tranſient Blaze of 
the One, and the ſenſeleſs Noiſe of the Other, con- 
tinue but for a Moment; and then expire, that in 
Smoke and Darkneſs, this in Spleen and Melancholy. 

I faid, Spleen and Melancholy. — For, however jaun- 
tee and alert the various Methods of modiſh Trifling 
may ſeem ; whatever Eaſe and Grace they are ſup- 
poſed to give the Converſation ; ſure I am, it will be 
afflictive, to loo back upon Interviews, ſquandered 
away in very Vanity; and ſhocking, to /ook forward 
upon the Account, which We muſt all ſhortly render. 
— What Figure will ch an Article make, in the final 
Reckoning, and at the decifive Bar? “Our ſocial 
„Hours, which might have promoted our mutual Edi- 
* fication, and been ſubſervient to our Creator's Glory, 
„all 4 in Merriment and Whim; or wor/e than liſt, 
« in Flattery and Detraction. A Blank, or a Blot.“ 

Ther. Venus, we find has her zealous Knight- 
Errants, and Bacchus his profeſſed Votaries, in almoit 
every Company. And is it not truly deplorable, that 
the Gop of Nature alone, has none to aſſert his Ho- 
nour, none to celebrate his Perfections? Though He 
is the Original of all Beauty, and the Parent of all Good. 

When I have taken my Morning Walk, amidft 
Dews and Flowers; with the Sun ſhedding Luftre 
round Him, and unveiling the happy Landſcape ; how 
has my Eyes been charmed, with the lovely Proſpect! 
How has my Ear been raviſhed, with the Mufick of 
the Grove! Methought, every Note was a Tribute of 
Harmony ; and all Nature ſeemed one grand Chorus, 
ſwelling with the Creator's Praiſe. —But how, has the 
Scene been reverſed; when, leaving my rural Elyſium, 
I entered the Haunts of Men! Where I ſaw Faculties 
divine, meanly engaged in Trifles. Where I heard 
the Tongue, prompt to utter, and fluent to expreſs, 
every Thing but its weer Glory. a 


5 
7 King Sclemon. 1 Eccleſ. vii. 6, 
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I afſure you, I have often been chagrined on this 
Occaſion: and ſometimes ſaid within mytelf—** What! 
„Shall Trifes be regarded, and the Majeſty of Heaven 

neglected? Shall every Friend, and my Viſitant, 
receive his Share of Reſpect? And no Acknowledg- 
ments be paid to that exalted Being, who is worthy, 

more than worthy, of all our Veneration ? ” 

Aſp. This will be ſtill more afflictive to an ingenuous 
Mind, if we confider, That the infinite and glorious 
Gop is preſent at all our Interviews: vouchſafes to ex- 
preſs his Satisfaction, and acknowledge himſelf magni- 
fed; when, with Admiration and Love, We talk of 
his tranſcendent Excellencies.—Nay : We are affured, 
that the Lorp of all Lords, not only hearkens, but 
keeps a Book of Remembrance ; and will diſtinguiſh ſuch 
Perſons, at the Day of univerſal Retribution. When 
the looſe Train of licentious Talkers, are driven away 
as the deſpicable Cha; theſe ſhall be ſelected for his 
peculiar 'T'reafure, and numbered among the Ferwels of 
JEHOVAHE. 


Ther. If the Gentlemen who make high Pretenſions 


46 


6c 


to Reaſon, think themſelves diſcharged from theſe Doc- 


trines of Revelation; they ſhould not forget heir own 
Scriptures.---A Philoſopher will tell them the Duty of 
employing their Time, as in the awful Preſence, and 
under the immediate InſpeCtion, of the ſupreme Be- 
ing T. An Orator will ſhew them the egregious In- 
propriety, of waſting their friendly Interviews, in the 
Fumes of Drollery, or the Froth of Impertinence . 


Ah. 


* Malach. iii. 16, 17. This is a Paſſage much to be obſerved, 


A moſt emphatical Recommendation of religious Diſcourſe ? Per- 
haps, the moſt empharical, that ever was uſed; and the moſt en- 
gearing, that can poſhbly be conceived. 

+ Sic certe vivenaum eſt, tanguam in Conſpefu vivamus : fic co- 
gitandum, tanguam aliquis in Pectus intimum inſpicere p ffit : & 
eitel. Quid enim profit ab Homine aligu'd eſſe ſecretum ? Nikhil 
Deo clauſum ft, Interefl Arimis neſtris, & Cogitationibus mediis in- 
ter nit, Senec Epiſt. 83. 

1 Cicero fays with an Air of graceful Indignation ; Quaſi vero 
Carorum Num aut tacitos Cunpreſſus eſe oporteat, aut iudicrvs Ser- 
manes, aut Rerum Colloquia levierum, Academ. Quæſt. Lib. IV. 
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Aſp. Who then, that is wiſe, would not habituate 
Himſelf to a Practice; which comes recommended by 
the Voice of Reaſon, and is enforced by the Authority 
of Gop ? -A Practice, which will adminiiter preſent 
Good---will afford pleaſing Reviews---and terminate in 
ewerlaſting Honour ? 

Ther. Tis ſtrange, that Subjects, which deſerve to 
be received, as the univerſal Topic, are almoſt univer- 
fally baniſhed from our Diſcourſt.=—-Was this Cabinet 
enriched, with a Series of antique Medals, or a Collec- 
tion of the fineſt Gems; my Friends would naturally 
expect to be entertained, with a Sight of thofe Rarities, 
and an Explanation of their Meaning. Why ſhould we 
not as naturally expect, and as conſtantly agree, to 
entertain each other with Remarks on thoſe admirable 
Curigſities, which are depoſited in the boundleſs Mu- 
ſSeum * of the Univerſe * 

When a General has won ſome important Victory, or 
an Admiral has deſtroyed the Enemy's Fleet; every 
Company refounds with their Atchievements ; ever: 
Tongue is the Trumpet of their Fame. And why 
ſhould We not celebrate, with equal. Delight and Ar- 
dour, that a/mighty Hand; which formed the Struc- 
ture, and furniſhed the Regions, of this ({tupendous 
Syſtem? 

Aſp. Eſpecially, if to his inmenſely glorious, We add 
his ſapremely amiable Perfections. When the victori- 
ous Commander 1s our molt cordial Friend : when He 
has profeſſed the tendereſt Love; done Us the. moft 
ſignal Good ; and promiſed us a perpetual Enjoyment 
of his Favours ; it will be impoſſible to negle& ſuch 
an illuſtrious and generous Perſon. His Name muſt be 
engraven upon our Hearts; muſt flide inſenſibly into 
our Tongues; and be as Muſic to our Ears. 

Is not all this true, and in the moſt fuper-eminent 
Degree, with regard to the blefſed Gop ?---Can 
greater Kindneſs be exerciſed, or greater Lowe be con- 

ceived ; 


* Myſewmr—Alluding to a remarkable Edifice in the City of 
Oxford, diſtinguiſhed by this Name; and appropriated to the Re- 
ception of Curioſities, both natural and artificial. 
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ceived ; than to deliver up his own Son to Torments 
and Death, for the Expiation of our Sins ?---Can Be- 
nefits, more deſirable, be granted; than to adopt Us 
for his Children, and ſanctify us by his Spirit? Can 
Promiſes, more in valuable, be made; than thoſe, which 
inſure to Us the Preferments of Heaven, and the Riches 
of Eternity? 1 

All this is atteſted, concerning the Almighty Majeſ- 
ty, in the Scriptures of Truth. What a rich Fund 
therefore, for refined Converſation, are the Scriptures ? 

Ther. Herealſo I have the Pleaſure, to concur with 
my Appaſio. Though I believe, He ſuſpects me to be 
ſomewhat wavering or defective, in my Veneration for 
the Scriptures. 5 oe, 

Aſp. No, Theron : I have a better Opinion of your 
Taſte and Diſcernment, than to harbour any ſuch Suſ- 
icion. ä 
K Ther. The Scriptures are certainly an inexhauſtible 
Fund of Materials, for the moſt delightful and enno- 
bling Diſcourſe. When We conſider the Author of 
thoſe ſacred Books---that they came originally from 
Heawven---were dictated by divine Wiſdom---have the 
ſame conſummate Excellence, as the Works of Creation 


it is really ſurprifing, that We are not always ſearch- 


ing, by Study, by Meditation, or Converſe, into one or 
other of thoſe grand Volumes. 

Ap. When Secker preaches, or Murray pleads ; the 
Church is crowded, and the Bar thronged. When 
Spence produces the Refinements of Criticiſm, or 
Young diſplays the Graces of Poetry; the Preſs toils, 
yet is ſcarce able to ſupply the Demands of the Public. 
---Are We eager to hear, and impatient to purchaſe, 
what proceeds from ſuch eloquent Tongues, and maſ- 
terly Pens? And can We be co/dly indifferent, when 
---not the moſt accompliſhed of Mankind---not tne 
moft exalted of Creatures---but the adorable Author 
of all Wiſdom, ſpeaks in his revealed Word ? Strange ! 
that our Attention does not hang“ upon the venerable 

Accents, 


* St, Lute, in his evangelical Hiſtory, uſes this beautiful Image, 
ic ixgeteœ o. The People bung upon the Lips of their all- wiſe 


Teacher. 
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Accents, and our Talk dwe// upon the incomparable 
Truths! 

Ther. J admire, I muſt confeſs, the very Language 
of the Bible. In this, methinks, I diſcern a Conformity, 
between the Book of Nature, and the Book of Scripture. 

In the Book of Nature, the divine Teacher ipeaks, 
not barely to our Ears, but to all our Senſes. And 
it is very remarkable, how He waries his Addreſs! 
---Obſerve his grand and auguſt Works. In theſe, 
He uſes the Style of Majeſty. We may call it, the 
true Sublime. It ſtrikes with Awe, and tranſports the 
Mind.---View his ordinary Operations. Here, He 
deſcends to a plainer Dialet. This may be termed, 
the familiar Style. -We comprehend it with Eaſe, 
and attend to it with Pleaſure. In the more ornamen- 
ted Parts of the Creation, He clothes his Meaning with 
Elegance. All is rich and brilliant. We are delight- 
ed; We are charmed. And what is this, but the 
forid Style? | | 

A Variety, ſomewhat ſimilar, runsthrough the Scrip- 
tures.---Would You ſee Hiftory, in all her Simplicity, 
and all her Force; moſt beautifully eaſy, yet irreſiſt- 
ibly ſtriking ?---See Her, or rather fee/ her Energy, 
touching the niceſt Movements of the Soul, and tri- 
umphing over our Paſſions, in the inimitable Narra- 
tive of Fo/eph's Life.---The Repreſentation of E/au's 
bitter Diſtreſs *; the Converſation- Pieces of Jonathan, 
and his gallant Friend+ ; the memorable Journal of the 
Diſciples going to Emmaus ; are finiſhed Models of 
the Impaſſioned and Affecting. Here is nothing ſtudied; 
no Flights of Fancy ; no Embelliſhments of Oratory. 
Yet, how inferior is the Epiſode of Miſus and Eurialus, 
though worked up by the moſt maſterly Hand in the 
World, to the undiſſembled artleſs Fervency of theſe 
ſcriptural Sketches ||! 

Are 


Teacher. Luke xix. 48. Which implies two very ſtrong Ideas 
an Attention, that nothing could interrupt— and an Eagerne ſi, 
| ſcarce ever to be ſatisfied, 
| — —— Pendetgue loquentis ab Ore. V1Rs, 
Gen. xxvii. 30, &c. T 1 Sam. xviii.xix. xx. 1 Luke xxiv. 14. &c. 
Let a Perſon of true Taſte peruſe, in a critical View, the 
z two 
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Are We pleaſed with the Elevation and Dignity of 
an Heroic Poem ; or the Tenderneſs and Perplexity of 
a Dramatic Performance? In the Book of Job, they 
are both united, and both unequalled.---Conformably 
to the exacteſt Rules of Art, as the Action advances, 
the Incidents are more alarming, and the Images more 
magnificent. The Language glows, and the Pathos 
ſwells. Till, at laſt, the DEITY Himſelf makes 
his Entrance. He ſpeaks from the Whirlwind, and 
ſummons the Creation : ſummons Heaven, and all its 
ſhining Hoſt ; the Elements, and their moſt wonder- 
ful Productions; to vouch for the Wiſdom of his pro- 
vidential Diſpenſations.---His Word ftrikes Terror, 
and flaſhes Conviction : decides the momentous Con- 
troverſy, and cloſes the auguſt Drama, wi all poſſi- 
ble Solemnity and Grandeur. | 

If We ſometimes chooſe a p/aintive Strain; ſuch as 
ſoftens the Mind, and ſooths an agreeable Melan- 
choly : are any of the antient Tragedies ſuperior, in 
the Eloquence of Mourning, to Dawid's pathetic 
Elegy on his beloved Jonathan“; to his moſt paſſionate 
and inconſolable Moan +, over the lovely but unhap- 


PY 


two firſt Chapters of Ft. Luke. He will there find a Series of the 
moſt ſurpriting Incidents, related with the greateſt Simplicity, yet 
with the utmoſt Majfly.—All which, wonderfully affecting in 
themſelves, are be:zghten:d and illuminated, by a judicious Inter- 
mixture of the ſublimeſt Pieces of Poetry. For my own Part, I 
know not how to charaQterize them more properly, than by So- 
lomon's elegant Compariſon. — They are as geld Rings ſet wwith 
the Beryl, or as bright Iuory over-laid with Sappbires. Cantic. 
v. 14. 

2 Sam. i. 19, &c. 

＋ 2 Sam. xvili. 33. The King was vehemently affected 


() and went up to the Chamber, and wept : and as he went, 
He ſaid ; O my Son Abſalom! my Son, my Son Abſalom ! Would 
to GOD I had died for Thee ! O Abſalom, my Son, my Son! — 
Such a Picture, and ſo much Pathos; ſo artleſs both, and both ſo 
exquiſite ; I muſt acknowledge, I never met with, among all the 
Repreſentations of Dignity in Diſtreſs. — The King's Troops had 
gained a ſignal Victory. His Crown and his Life were reſcued 
from the moſt ' imminent Danger. Yet all thele joyful Tidings 
were obliterated by the over whelming Impetuoſity of his Griefs. 
— The News of Abſalom's Death, ſtruck Him like a . 

| E 
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py 4b/alom ; or to that melodious Woe, which war- 
bles and bleeds, in every Line of Feremiah's Lamen- 
tations ? 

Would We be entertained with the daring Sublimity 
of Homer, or the correct Majeſty of Virgil? With the 
expreſſive Delicacy of Horace, or the rapid Excurſions 
of Pindar ? Behold them joined, behold them excelled, 
in the Odes of Moſes, and the euchariſtic Hymn of 
Deborah ; in the exalted Devotion of the Pſalms, and 
the glorious Enthuſiaſm of the Prophets. 

27 Only with this Difference, That the former 
are tuneful Triflers *, and amuſe the Fancy with 
empty Fiction: the latter are Teachers ſent. from 
GOD, and make the Soul wwi/e unto Salvation.--- The 
Bible, is not only the brighteſt Ornament, but the 
moſt invaluable Depoſitum. On a right, a practical 
Knowledge of theſe lively Oracles, depends the pre- 
ſent Comfort, and the endleſs Felicity of Mankind. 
Whatever, therefore, in Study or Converſation, has 
no Connexion with their divine Contents; may be 
reckoned among the Toys of Literature, or the Cyphers 
of Diſcourſe. 

Ther. Here again the Book of Scripture, is ſome- 
what like the Magazine of Nature. What can We 
defire, for our Accommodation and Delight, which this 
Store-Houſe of Conveniences does not afford? What 


can 


He ſtarts from his Seat. He haſtens into Retirement, there to 
pour out his Soul in copious Lamentation. But his Anguiſh 1s 
too impetuous, to bear a Moment's Rettraint. He burſts immedi- 
ately into a Flood of Tears; and cries, as He goes; O Abſa- 
lam, &c. | 
What lays Mezentius, when his Son is ſlain > When, to ſharpen 
his Sorrow, the pale Corſe, the miſerable Spectacle, is before his 


Eyes, and within his Arms? The moſt pathetic Word He ut- 
ters, is 


Heu nunc miſero mihi demum 
Exilium infæliæ, nunc alte Vulnus adactum. 


How langui i is Virgil! How inexpreſſive the Prince ofLatin Poetry! 
compared with the royal Mourner in Iſras/! Moſt evident, from 
this and many other Inſtances, is the Superiority of the Scriptures, 
in copying Nature, and painting the Paſſions. 

* Ludit amabiliter. 
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can We wiſh, for our Edification and Improvement, 
which that Fund of Knowledge does not iupply? Of 
theſe we may truly affirm, each in its reſpective Kind, 
is profitable unto al Thbings, 

Are We Admirers of Antiquity ?---Here, We are 
led back, beyond the univerſal Deluge, and far be- 
yond the Date of any other Annals. We are intro- 
duced among the earlieſt Inhabitants of the Earth. 
We take a View of Mankind, in their undiſguiſed pri- 
mitive Plainneſs, and when the Days of their Life were 
but little ſhort of a thouſand Years. --- We are brought 
acquainted 'with the Original of Nations ; with the 
br x mage the World ; and with the Birth of Time 
itſelf. 

Are we delighted with vat Atchievements? — 
Where is any 'Thing comparable to the Miracles in 
Egypt, and the Wonders in the Field of Zoan ? To the 
Memoirs of the 1/ae/ites, paſſing through the Depths 
of the Sea; ſojourning in the inhoſpitable Deſarts; 
and conquering the Kingdoms of Canaan ?---W here 
ſhall we meet with Inſtances of martial Bravery, equal 
to the prodigious Exploits of the Judges ; or the ad- 
venturous Deeds of 7e/e's valiant Son, and his match- 
leſs Band of Worthies ?---Here, We behold the funda- 
mental Laws of the Univerſe, ſometimes ſuſpended; 
ſometimes reverſed : and not only the Current of Jor- 
dan, but the Courſe of Nature controuled. In ſhort ; 
when We enter the Field of Scripture, We tread--- 
on enchanted, ſhall I ſay ? rather --- on conſecrated 
Ground. Where Aſtoniſhment and Awe are awaken- 
ed, at every Turn. Where is all, more than all, 
the Marwelloys of Romance *; connected with all the 
Preciſion and Sanctity of Truth. 

It We want Maxims of Wiſdom, or have a Taſte for 
the Laconic Style ; how copiouſly may our Wants be 
ſupplied, and how delicately our Taſte gratified ! Eſ- 
pecially, in the Book of Prowerbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and 
ſome of the Mint Prophets.---Here, are the moſt ſage 
Leſſons of Inſtruction ; adapted to every 23 

ance 


* 2  Heroum Fabula veris 
Vine cur Hiſterits, 
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ftance of Life; formed upon the Experience of all 
preceding Ages; and perfected by the unerring 8 PI- 
RIT of Infhiration. —- Theſe delivered with ſuch re- 
markable Conciſeneſs; that one might venture to ſay, 
every Word is a Sentence “. At leaſt, every Sen- 
tence may be called an Apothegm; ſparkling with 
Brightneſs of Thought, or weighty with Solidity of 
Senſe. The whole, like a Profuſion of Pearls 
each containing, in a very ſmall Compaſs, a Value al- 
moſt immenſe——a// heaped up (as an ingenious Cri- 
tic ſpeaks) with a confuſed Magnificence, above all 
Order. | 

If we look for the Strength of Reaſoning, and the 
Warmth of Exhortation ; the in/inuating Arts of gen- 
teel Addreſs, or the manly Boldneſs of impartial Re- 
proof: all the Thunder of the Orator, without any 
of his Ofſtenation ; all the Politeneſs of the Courtier, 
without any of his Flattery : let us have Recourſe 
to the Acts of the Apoſtles, and to the Epiſtles of St. 
Paul T. Theſe are a Specimen, or rather theſe are the 
Standard, of them all. 


I do 


What Cicero ſaid of Wucidides, is more eminently true, 
concerning our royal Moraliſt, and his rich Collection of Ethics 
concerning our evangelical Hiſtorians, and their copious Variety 
of Facts. Eum ades / Rebus plenum refertumgue, ut prope Ver- 
borum Numerum Numero Rerum æguet. 

ft Another very remarkable Inſtance of Propriety in St. Paul's 
Writings, is, That though diffuſe in the do&rinal, they are con- 
ciſe in the preceptive Parts. On the former, it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to enlarge. On the latter, it is always judicious to be 
ſhort, The celebrated Rule of Horace, 


Quicguid præcipies, eſto brevis, 


was never more exactly obſerved, nor more finely exemplified, 
than by our Apoſtolic Author. See that nobie String of Precepts, 
1 TH v. 16, 175, &c.—Sece another choice Col ection of the 
ſame Kind, Rom. xii 9, 10, Sc. in which the Energy of the 
Diction is no leſs admirable, than the Concr/eneſs of the Sentence. 


Arrorvyvileg — XONAWphervor— bor ogyor— Grove Weaxuagte 
coiles Niles —are ſome of the moſt wigwous Words that 


Language can furniſh; and form the moſt animated Meaning, 
that Imagination can conceive, 
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I do not wonder, therefore, that a Taſte ſo refined, 
and a Judgment fo correct as Milton's, ſhould diſcern 
higher Attractives in the Volume of Inſpiration, than 
in the moſt celebrated Authors of Greece and Rome. 


— — Yet not the more 

Ceaſe I to wander, where the Muſes haunt 

Clear Spring, or ſhady Growe, or ſunny Hill, 

Smit with the Lowe of ſacred Song: but CHIEF 
Thee Sion, and the flowery Banks beneath, 

That waſh thy hallowed Feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I viſit *. 


Aſp. Another Recommendation of the Scriptures, 
1s, That they afford the moſt awful and moſt amiable 
Manifeſtations of the GODHEAD. His Glory 
ſhines, and his Goodneſs ſmiles, in thoſe divine Pages, 
with unparalleled Luftre. Here we have a ſatisfac- 
tory Explanation of cr oxcn State. The Origin of Evil 
is traced ; the Cauſe of all our Miſery diſcovered ; and 
the Remedy, the infallible Remedy, both clearly ſhewn, 
and freely offered. The Merits of the. bleeding 
FESUS, lay a firm Foundation for all our Hopes: 
while Gratitude for his dying Love, ſuggeſts the moſt 
winning Incitement to every Duty. - Morality, Theron, 
your (and let me add, my) admired Morality, is deli- 
neated in all its Branches. Is placed upon its proper 
Baſis, and raiſed to its higheſt Elevation. — The SPI- 
RIT of GOD is promiſed, to enlighten the Darkneſs 
of our Underſtandings, and ſtrengthen the Imbecility 
of our Wills. What an ample Can you indulge 
me, on this favourite Topic ? 

Ther. It is, I aſſure you, equally pleaſing to myſelf. 


Your Enlargements, therefore, need no Apology. 


Aſp. What ample Proviſion is made, by theſe bleſſed 
Books, for all our ſpiritual Wants! And, in this Re- 


ſpect, 


That is, “ He ſtill was pleaſed to ſtudy the Beauties of 
« the antient Poets; but his higheſt Delight was in the Songs 
« of Sion, in the holy Scriptures, and in theſe he meditated 
4% Day and Night.” 


See Dr. Newton's Edit. 
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ſpe, how indiſputable is their Superiority to all other 
Compoſitions ! | 

Is any one convinced of Guilt, as provoking Hea- 
ven, and ruining the Soul? Let him aſk Reaſon, 
to point out a Means of Reconciliation, and a Refuge 
of Safety. Reaſon heſitates, as ſhe replies; The 
% Deity may, perhaps, accept our Supplications, and 
« grant Forgiveneſs.” ——But the Scriptures leave us 
not to the ſad Uncertainty of Conjecture. They ſpeak 
the Language of clear Aſſurance. GOD bas ſet forth 
a Propitiation “: He does forgive our Iniquities : He 
will remember our Sins no more . 

Are we aſſaulted by Temptation, or averſe to Duty? 
Philaſophy may attempt to parry the Thruſt, or 
to ſtir up the reluctant Mind; by diſcloſing the De- 
formity of Vice, and urging the Fitneſs of Things. 
Feeble Expedients! Juſt as well calculated, to ac- 
compliſh the Ends propoſed ; as the flimſy Fortifica- 
tion of a Cobweb, to defend us from the Ball of a 
Cannon ; or, as the gentle Vibrations of a Lady's 
Fan, to make a Wind-bound Navy fail. The Bible 
recommends no ſuch incompetent Succours. My Grace, 
ſays its almighty Author, 7s ſufficient for thee ||. 
Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you \. The great 
JEHOVAH, in whom is everlaſting Strength, He 
avorketh in us both to will, and to do, of his good Plea- 
ſure J. 

Should we be viſited with Sickneſs, or overtaken by 
any Calamity, the Conſolation which Plato offers, is, 
'T hat ſuch Diſpenſations co-incide with the univerſal 
Plan of divine Government. Virgil will tell us, for 
our Relief, That afflictive Viſitations are, more or 
leſs, the unavoidable Lot of all Men. Another Mo- 
raliſt whiſpers in the dejected Sufferer's Ear, + Impa- 
tience adds to the Load: whereas a calm Submiſ- 
« ſion renders it more ſupportable.” Does the 
Word of Revelation diſpenſe ſuch ſþiritle/s and fugitive 
Cordials? No: Thoſe ſacred Pages inform us, That 
Tribulations are fatherly Chaſtiſements; Tokens of 


Our 


* Rom. iii. 256, f Pſal. cili. 3. 1 Heb. viii, 12. || 2 Cor. 
xii, 9. § Rom. i. 15. fy Phil. ii. 13. 
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our Maker's Love, and Fruits of his Care. That they 


are intended to work in us, the peaceable Fruits of 


Righteouſneſs; and to work out for us, an eternal 
Weight of Glory |. e 

Should we, under the Summons of Death, have 
Recourſe to the moſt celebrated Comforters in the 
Heathen World; they would increaſe our Apprehen- 
ſions, rather than mitigate our Dread. Death is re- 
preſented, by the great Maſter of their Schools; as 


The moſt formidable of all Evils.” They were 


not able pofetively to determine, Whether the Soul ſur- 


vived; and never ſo much as dreamt of the Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body. Whereas, the Book of GO 
ſtrips the Monſter of his Horrors, or turns him into 
a Meſſenger of Peace: gives him an Angel's Face, and 


a Deliverer's Hand. Atcertaining to the Souls of the 


Righteous, an immedia'e Tranſlation into the Regions 
of Bliis ; and enſuring to their Bodies, a moſt advan- 
tageous Revival, at the Reſtoration of all e, 
Ineſtimable Book! It heals the Maladies of Life, 
and ſubdues the Fear of Death. It ſtrikes a lightſome 
Viſta, through the Gloom of the Grave; and opens 
a charming, a glorious Proſpect of Immortality in the 
Heavens. ; 
Theſe, with many other Excellencies peculiar to the 
Scriptures, ane would imagine more than ſufficient, to 
engage every ſenſible Heart in their Favour ; and intro- 
duce them, with the highe/t Eſteem, into every _ 
| ve 


2 Cor. iv. 17. What are all the conſolatory Expedients, pre- 
ſcribed in all the Volumes of Heathen Morality, compared with 
this one Recipe of Revelation ? They are, in Point of chearing 
Efficacy, ſomewhat like the Froth on the Conflux of a thouſand 
rapid Streams, compared with a fingle Draught of Homer's Ne- 
penthe, Which, he tells us, was | 


Temper'd with Drugs of ſow'reign Uſe, i' aſſwage 
The boiling Boſom of tumultuous R1ze ; 

To clear the cloudy Front of wrinkled Care, 

And dry the tearful Sluices of Deſpair, 

Charm'd with that wirtuous Draught, th' exalted Mind 
All Senſe of Woe delivers to the Wind, 


Odyſſ. IV. 
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ved Converſation. They had ſuch an Effect upon 
the fineſt Genius, and moſt accompliſhed * Perſon, that 


former or latter Ages can boaſt. Inſomuch, that He 
made, while living, this public Declaration ; and left 


it, when He died, upon everlaſting Record Thy 
Words are ſweeter to my Mouth, than Honey . T hy 
Law is my Meditation all the Day 4 1 will ſpeak of 


thy Teſtimonies even before Kings || If David taſted 
ſo much Sweetneſs in a /-za/l, and that the leaſt walua- 
ble, Part of the divine Word ; how much richer is the 
Feaſt to Us! Since the Goſpel is added to the Law, 
and the Canon of Scripture completed ! Since (to bor- 
row the Words of a Prophet) the LORD GOD 
has ſealed up the Sum; has put the laft Hand to his 
Work; and rendered it full of Wiſdom, and perfect in 
Beauty F. | | | 
Ther. Another very diſtinguiſhing Peculiarity of the 
ſacred Writings, juſt occurs to my Mind The 
Method of communicating Advice, or adminiſterin 
| Reveoa? 


® If we conſider David, in the great Variety of his fine Qua- 
lificationg—The Ornaments of his Perſon, and the far more il- 
luſtrious Endowments of his Mind—The ſurpriſing Revolutions 
in his Fortune; ſometimes, reduced to the lowelt Ebb of Adver- 
fity; ſometimes, riding upon the higheſt Tide of Proſfperity— 
His ſingular Dexterity, in extricating himſelf from Difficulties ; 
and peculiar Felicity, in accommodating himſelf to all Circum- 
ſtance.— The Prizes he won, as a youthful Champion; and the 
Victories he gained, as an experienced General—His maſterly 
Hand upon the Harp, and his inimitable Talent for Poetry—- 
The admirable Regulations of his Royal Government, and the 
incomparable Uſefulneſs of his public Writings—The Depth of 
his Repentance, and the Height of his Devotion—The Vigour 
of his Faith in the divine Promiſes, and the Ardour of his Love 
to the divine Majeſty—lf we conſider theſe, with ſeveral other 
Marks of Honour and Grace, which ennoble the Hiſtory of his 
Life; we ſhall ſee ſuch an Aſſenblage of ſhining Qualities, as 
perhaps were never united in any ether merely human Charac- 
ter. | 

This Obſervation was ex;unged. But, upon maturer Thoughts, 
it is offered to the Public. In order to convince a p'lite Rea- 
der, That the Love of the Scriptures, and the Exerciſe of De- 
8 are by no means the low Peculiarities of a wulgar 

ind. 

+ Pfal. cxix. 103. 1 Ibid. exix. 97. Ibid. cxix. 46. 
§ Ezek, xxvili. 13. 
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Reproof, by Parables. A Method, which levels itſelf 
to the /owwe/t Apprehenſion, without giving Offence 
to the moſt ſupercilious Temper. Yet, is as much 
ſuperior, to plain unornamented Precept; as the en- 
livened Scenes of a well-wrought Tragedy, are more 
impreſſive and affecting, than a 1 Narration of 
the Plot. 

Our LORD was aſked, by a Student of the 
Jeauiſb Law, Who is my Neighbour? Which implied 
another Queſtion, How is he to be loved? The In- 
quirer was conceited of himſelf; yet, ignorant of the 
Truth, and deficient in his Duty. Had the wiſe In- 
ſtructor of Mankind abruptly declared, You neither 
know the former, nor fulfil the latter. Probably, the 
Queriſt would have reddened with Indignation, and 
departed in a Rage. Therefore, to teach, and not 
diſguſt; to conwince the Man of his Error, and not ex- 
aſperate his Mind; the bleſſed JESUS frames a Reply, 
as amiable in the Manner, as it was pertinent to the 
Purpoſe. 

A certain Perſon, going down from FJeruſalem to 
Jericho, fell among Thieves . Not content to rob 
him of his Treaſure, they ſtrip him of his Gar- 
ments; wound him with great Barbarity ; and leave 
him half dead. Soon aſter this calamitous Acci- 
dent, a 1 raveler happens to come along that very 
Road. And, what renders him more likely to ad- 
miniſter Relief, he is one of the ſacred Order. One, 
who taught others the lovely Leſſons of Humanity 
and Charity; and was, therefore, under the ſtrongeſt 
Obligations, to exemplify them in his own Prac- 
tice. He juſt glances an Eye upon the deplorable 
Object: ſees him ſtretched on the cold Ground, and 
weltring in his Blood. But takes no farther No- 
tice. Nay, to avoid the Trouble of an Inquiry, paſ- 
ſes by on the other Side. Scarce was he departed, 
when a Levite approaches. This Man comes nearer, 
and lools on the miſerable Spectacle. Takes a lciture- 


ly 


T Luke x. 3%. 
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ly and attentive Survey || of the Caſe. And, though 
every Gaſh in the bleeding Fleſh, cried and pleaded 
for Compaſſion ; this Miniſter of the Sanctuary, nei- 
ther ſpeaks a Word to comfort, nor moves a Hand 
to help. Laſt comes a Samaritan +; one of the ab- 

horred 


| This ſeems to be the Import of N i Luke x. 32. 
This diwerfifies the Idea, and beightens the Deſcription of Fewwiſh 
Inhumanity. 

+ If this was a Parable, we cannot but admire the Accuracy 
of our LORD, both in /aying the Scene, and ſelecting the Cir- 
cumſtances.—It is the Maxim of a great Critic, 


Fifa Voluptatis cauid fint proxima weris, 


And how very apparent is the Air of Probability, in this ſacred 
Apologue — The Way from Feruſalem to Jericho, lying through 
a Deſart, was much infeſted by Thieves, and too commodious 
for their Purpoſes of Violence.—What could be more likely to 
happen, than the Paſſage of a Price and Levite along that 
Road? Since Fericho was a City, appropriated to the Lewitical 
Order; and contained no leſs than twelve thouſand Attendants, 
on the Service of the Temple. 

How judiciouſly is the principal Figure circumſtancel ! 
Had the Calamity befallen a Samaritan, it would have made 
but feeble Impreſſions of Pity ; and thoſe, perhaps, immediately 
effaced by feng er Emotions of Hate. But, when it was a Jew, 
that lay bleeding to Death; the Repreſentation was ſure to inte- 
reſt the Hearer in the Diſtreſs, and awaken a tender Concern. — 
Had the Relief been adminiſtered by a Few, the Benevolence 
would have ſhone, but in a much fainter Light. Whereas, 
when it came from the Hands of a Samaritan, whom all the 
Fews had agreed to -abjure, to execrate, and rank with the 
very Fiends of Hell, how bright —how charmingly and irreſiſti- 
bly bright—was the Luſtre of ſucb Charity! 

Let the Reader conſider the Temper, expreſſed in that ran- 
corous Reflection; Thou art a Samaritan, and buſt a Devil, John 
viii. 48.—Let him compare that inveterate Malevolence, with 
the benign and compaſſionate Spirit of our amiable Traveler, — 
Then, let him ſay, Whether he ever beheld a finer or a boldcr 
Contraſt * Whether, upon the Whole, he ever ſaw the Ordon- 
nance of deſcriptive Painting, more juſtly deſigned, or more bap- 
pily executed ? 

I would beg Leave to obſerve farther, That the virulent A- 
nimoſity of the Few diſcovers iticlf, even in the Lawyer's Re- 
ply ; H- that ſhewed Mercy en bim. He will not ſo much as 
name the Samaritan, Eipecially in a Caſe, where he could not 
be named without an honourable Diſtin&tion.—So ſtrongly arr 

> 
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horred Nation; whom the Few hated with the moſt 
implacable Malignity. Though the Levite had ne- 
glected an expiring Brother: though the Prieſt had 
with-held his Pity, from one of the LORD's pe- 
culiar People: the very Moment this Samaritan tees 
the unhappy Sufferer, he melts into Commiſeration. 
He forgets the 7mbittered Foe, and conſiders only the 
diſireſſed Fellow-creature. He ſprings from his Horſe, 
and reſolves to intermit his Journey. The Oil and 
Wine, intended for his own Refreſhment, he freely 
converts into healing Unguents. He binds up the 
Wounds; ſets the diſabled Stranger upon his own 
Beaſt; and, with all the Mauity of a Servant, with 
all the Tenderneſi of a Brother, conducts him to an Inn. 
There, he depoſites Money for his preſent Uſe : 
charges the Hoſt to omit nothing, that might conduce 
to the Comfort of his Gueſt : and promiſes, to defray 
the whole Expence of his Lodging, his Maintenance, 
and his Cure. 

What a lively Picture this, of the moſt di/fenterefted 
and adde Benevolence! A Benevolence, which ex- 
cludes no Perſons, not even Strangers or Enemies, 
from its tender Regards. Which diſdains no Conde- 
ſcenſion, grudges no Colt, in its Labours of Love.— 
Could any Method of Conviction have been more for- 
cible, and at the ſame Time more pleaſing, than the In- 
terrogatory, propoſed by our LORD, and deduced 
from the Story? Which now of theſe Three, thinkeſt thou, 
was Neighbour unto him that fell among the Thieves? —» 
Or, can there be an Advice more /uitable to the Oc- 
caſion; more important in its Nature; or expreſſed 
with a more ſententious Energy; than Go thou,' and do 
likewiſe ? In this Caſe, the Learner inſtructs, the 


Delinquent condemns himſelf. Bigotry bears away its 
Prejudice; and Pride (when the Moral ſo ſweetly, fo 
imperceptibly inſinuates) even Pride itſelf lends a wil- 


Aſp. 


ed, and fo exactly preſcrved, are the Tx „n, the Manners or 
eiſtinguiſhing Qualities of each Perſon, in the ſacred Narra- 
tions. 


ling Ear to Admonition. 


Fe), 
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Aſp. It has been very juſtly remarked, That this 
Eloguence of Similitudes, is equally aſtecting to the Wife, 
and intelligible to the Ignorant.---It fews , rather 
than relates, the Point to be illuſtrated.---It has been 
admired, by the beſt Judges, in all Ages. But, never 
was carried to its highejt Perfection, till our LORD 
ſpoke the Parable of the Prodigal . Which has a 
Beauty, that no Paraphraſe can heighten: a Perſpicuity, 
that renders all Interpretation- needleſs: and a Force, 
which every Reader, not totally inſenſible, muſt feel. 

Ther. The Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs of GOD 
are, every where, conſpicuous.---In the Productions 
of Nature, He conveys to Us the moſt valuable Fruits, 


by the Intervention of the /ovelzeft Bloſſoms. Though 


the Preſent is, in itſelf, extremely acceptable; He has 
given it an additional Endearment, by the Beauties 
which array it, or the Perfumes which ſurround it.--- 
In the Pages of Revelation likewiſe, He has commu- 
nicated to Us the moſt glorious Truths, adorned with all 
the Graces of Compoſition. Such as may poliſh the Man 
of Genius, and improve the Man of Worth. Such as 
highly delight our Imagination, even while they cultivate 
and refine our Morals.---So that they really are, as one 
of their divine Authors very elegantly ſpeaks ; Like Ap- 
ples of Geld in Pictures of Silver F. — | 
Ap. Who then would not gladly receive that graci- 
ous Exhortation ; Let the Word of CHRIST daell in 
Nu richly || Who would not willingly obey that be- 
| nign 
1 Diſcentem, ſays Seneca upon the Subject, & audientem in 
rem pieſentem adaucunt, Epilt. lix. 
1 Luke xv. 11. | 


Prov. xxv. 11.— Tberon follows the received Tranſlation. 
I ſhould prefer the Expoſition of Giaffius z who ſuppoſes 


RI MYIWN to ſignify, Retiacula argentea, in quibus Oculi ſunt 
minutiſſumi, penetrabiles tamen Viſu. According to this Interpre- 
tation, the Paſſage will preſent Us with Appies of Gold in Net- 
work, or Lattice-work, of Silver, Where the exquiſite'y fine 
Fruit, receives a new Charm, by ſhewing itſelf through the ele- 
gant Apertures of the Salver. 

}} Coloff, iii. 16. The Word of CHRIST; ſo the Apoſtle calle 
the whole inſpired Writings, and thereby aſſerts the Divinity of 
his Maſter -- Dwell ; not make a ſhort Stay, or an occaſional Viſit, 

Vo. I. C dut 


* 


[+ 
1 
| 
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nign Command; Thou ſhalt talk of it, when Thou fitteſt 
in thine Houſe, and when Thou walkeſi by the Way ; 
wwhen theu lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up +. 

When I conſider the Language of the Scriptures, and 
ſometimes experience their 3 on my Soul; I am 
inclined to ſay - Other Writings, though poliſhed 


« with the niceſt Touches of Art, only tin#/e on the 


«© Ear, or affect Us like the Shepherd's Reed. But 
*< theſe, even amidſt all their noble Negligence, frike 
„ ---alarm---tranſport Us---ſomewhat like the Voice of 
„Thunder, or the Arch-Angel's Trumpet.” 

When I conſider the Contents of the Scriptures ; and 
believe myſelf intereſted, in the Promiſes they make, 
and the Privileges they confer; I am induced to cry 
out“ What are all the other Books in the World, 
compared with thoſe invaluable Volumes? No 
more than an entertaining Novel, or a few prudential 
«© Rules for domeſtick Oeconomy, compared with 
« a Parent's Will; a royal Charter; or an imperial 
«© Grant of Titles and Manors.” 

All theſe Circumſtances remind me of an Encomium, 
moſt deſervedly given to the BIILE. Which, though 
quite artleſ5, is, | think, abundantly more expreſſive, 
than the moſt laboured Efforts of Rhetoric.---It came 
from the Lips of a Martyr. Who, being condemned 
to die, for his inviolable Adherence to the pure Doc- 
trines of Scripture ; when he arrived at the Stake, and 
had compoſed Himſelf for Execution, took his final 
Leave in theſe affecting Words: Farewel Sun and 
« Moon! Farewel all the Beauties of Creation, and 
«« Comforts of Life! Farewel my honoured Friends! 
« Farewel my beloved Relations! And farewel thou 
«« precious, precious Book of GOD!“ 

Aſpaſio had ſcarce uttered the laſt Sentence, when a 
Servant came to let them know; Supper was upon 
«© the Table.“ Very opportunely, ſaid Theron, has 
our Repaſt waited, till our Conference is ended. We 
have ſhewed, what a large Field of delightfu] Specu- 


lation, 
but take up a fixed and ſtated Refidence.—Richly ; in the largeſt 


Meaſure, and with the greateſt Efficacy; ſo as to fill the Memory, 


ſway the Will; and actuate all the Affections. 
+ Deut. vi. 7. 
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lation, the Scriptures open; and what ample Mate- 
rials for the molt refined Diſcourſe + they afford. As 


nothing can be more ungraceful, than to neglect in 


our own Conduct, what We recommend to the Practice 
of Others ; let Us, this very Night, begin to ennoble 
our Interviews with theſe improving Subjects. Let 
Us endeavour to make religious Converſation, which 


is in all Reſpects d:frable, in ſome Degree faſhionable. 
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"F575 next Morning, when Breakfaſt was over, 
Theron and Aſpaſio took a Walk into the Garden 


Their Spirits cheared, and their Imaginations lively 


---Gratitude glowing in their Hearts, and the whole 
Creation ſmiling around them. 

The Spot adjoining to the Houſe, was appropriated 
to the Cultivation of Flowers.---In a Variety of hand- 
ſome Compartments, were aſſembled the choiceſt Beau- 
ties of blooming Nature. Here, the Hyacinth hung her 
ſilken Bells, or the Lilies reared their filver Pyramids. 
There, ſtood the neat Narciſſus, looſely 4 attired in a 
Mantle of ſnowy Luſtre; or the ſplendid Ranunculus wore 
a ful]-trimmed Suit of radiant Scarlet. Pinks were ning 
to enamel] the Borders; Roſes were opening to dreſs 


+ Should the ſerious Reader want any farther Perſuaſives, to 


this moſt beneficial Practice; He may ſee How particularly our 


divine Maſter obſer ves the Strain of our Converſation z Luke xxiv, 
17, — How ſtrictly he has commanded ſuch ſocial Communicati- 
ons, as may tend to the Uſe of Edifying, Eph. iv. 29.—And 
what an Evidence will ariſe from this Article, either for our Ac- 
quittal or Condemnation, at the Day of everlaſting Judgment, 


Matt. xii. 36, 37. 
: Hiantem Flore decoro 


Narciſſum, 


C 2 the 
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the Walls; ſurrounded, on all Sides, with a Profuſi- 
on of beauteous Forms, either latent in the Stalk, or 
burſting the Buds, or blown into full Expanſion. 

This was bounded by a light Partition; a Sort of 
verdant Parapet. Through which they deſcend by 


an eaſy Flight of Steps; and are preſented with the 


elegant Simplicity of the Kitchen-Garden. — In one 
Place, You might ſee the Marigold flowering, or the 
Beans in Bloſſom. In another, the Endive curled her 
Leaves, and the Lettuce thickened her Tufts: Colly- 
ferwers ſheltered their fair Complexion, under a green 
Umbrella; while the Burrage diſshevelled + her Locks, 
and braided them with blooming Jewels, of a finer 
Azure than the fineſt Saphires.---On the ſunny Slopes, 
the Cucumber and Melon lay baſking. in the collected 
Beams. On the raiſed Beds, the Artichoke ſeemed to 
be erecting a Standard, while the ¶Mparagus ſhot f into 
Ranks of Spears. The level Ground produced all 
Manner of cooling Sallets and nouriſhing Eſculents. 
Nothing was wanting to furniſh out tbe wholeſome 


Luxury of an Antediluvian Banquet. 


Soon, a high Wall intervenes. Through which a 
Wicket opens, and tranſmits them into the regular 
and equi-diſtant Rows of an Orchard. This Planta- 
tion is fo nicely adjuſted, that it looks like an Arrange- 
ment of rural Piazzas, or a Collection of diverſified 


* Viſtas. The Eye is, every where, entertained with 


the exacteſt Uniformity ; and darts, with unobſtruct- 
ed Eaſe, from one End of the branching Files to 
the Other.---On all the Boughs, lay a lovely Evolu- 
tion of Blaſonu; raves in milky White, or tinged 
with the ſofteſt Red. Crouding into one general 
Cluſter, without relinquiſhing any vacant Space for 
Leaves, they formed the faireft, the gayeſt, the 
randeſt Alcove, that Fancy itſelf can imagine. --- 

t is really like the Court of the Graces, None can 

approach 


+ Referring to the Heſe irregular Manner of its Foliation. 

t 4lluding, not only to the Shaper, but alſo to the Growth of 
this Plant; which is ſo unuſually quick, that it may almoſt be 
ſaiy to flare, rather than to riſe out of the Earth. 
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approach-it, without finding his Ideas brightened, and 
feeling his 'Temper exhilerated. 

Contiguous to this correct Diſpoſition of Things, 
Nature had thrown a Vilderneſt; hoary, groteſque, 
and magnificently confuſed. It ſtretched itſelf, with 
a large circular Sweep, to the North ; and ſecured 
both the Olitory and the Orchard from incommoding 


' Winds.— Cop':s of Hazel, and flowering Shrubs, 


filled the lowe; Spaces. While Poplars quivered aloft 
in Air, and Pines pierced the Clouds with their leafy 
Spires. Here, grew Clumps of Fir, clad in everlaſting 
Green: there, ſtood Groves of Oak, that had wea- 
thered, for Ages, the wintry Storm.— Amidit this 
woody Theatre, ran a winding Walk ; lined with Elms 
of infarerable Height! whoſe Branches, uniting at 
the Top, reared a ſtately Arch, and projected a. ſo- 
lemn Shade. It was impoſſible to enter this lofty La- 
byrinth, without being ftruck with a pleaſing Dread. 
As they proceed, every Inflexion. diſcloſes a deeper 
Gloom, and awakens a more penſive Attention. 
Having ſtrolled in this darkſome Avenue, without 
a Speck of Sunſhine, without a Glimpſe of the Hea- 
vens; on a ſudden, - they. ſtep into open Day—Sur- 
priſing! cries Aſpaſio. What a Change is this! What 
delightful Enchantment is Here One Inſtant whelmed 
in /-:phonis's Cave 4; where Horror frowns, and 
Dar xneſs lours. Tranſported, the next, into. the ro- 
mantic Scenes of. Arcadia; where all is lightſome, and 
all is gay. — Quick as Thought 5, the Arches of 
* C 3 Heaven 
+ The Reader may find a curious Account of this Cave, toge- 
ther with a very ÞHumyrous, and (which ſhould always accompany 
Humour, or elle it will be like a Sting without the Honey,) an 
improving De:cription of its ffects. Spect Vol. VIII. No 398, 599. 
$ Such a ſudden Alteration of the Proſpect, is beautifully def- 
ecibed by 1M!ron, | | 
— 7 wn à Scout, 
Through dark and deſart Mays, with Peril gone 
All Night, at laft by Break of chearful Dawn 
bra n the Brow of ſ-me bigb climbing Hill, 
ow 5 * Eye . covers ee 8 
0⁰ rejpecr of ſome fore. 4 
Firſt fn 4 or = * 
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Heaven expand their Azure. Turrets and Spires 
ſhoot into the Skies. Towns, with their ſpacious E- 
difices, ſpread themſelves to the admiring View — 
Thoſe Lawns, green with freſheſt Herbage; thoſe 
Fields, rich with undulating Corn ; where were they 
all, a Moment ago ?---It brings to my Mind that re- 
markable Situation of the Jew Law-giver ; when, 
elevated on” the Summit of Piggab, He ſurveyed 
goodly Land of Promiſe ſurveyed the Rivers, 
the Floods, the Brooks of Honey and Butter --- ſur- 
veyed the Mountains dropping with Wine, and the Hills 
Plowing with Milk f ---Surveyed all with thoſe Eyes, 


which, for forty tedious Years, had been confined to 


dry Sands, ragged Rocks, and the irkſome Waſtes of a 
deſolate howling Wilderneſs. 

Here they Pated themſelves, on the firſt 295 3 
Hilloct, which offered its Couch. The riſing Sun ha 
viſited the Spot, to dry up the Dews, and exhale the 


Damps that might endanger Health; to open the Vio- 


lets, and expand the Primroſes, that decked the 
Green. The whole Shade of the Wood was collect- 
ed behind them; and a beautiful, extenſive, diverſified 
Landſchape ſpread itſelf before them. 

| Theron, according to his uſual Cuſtom, made many 
improving Remarks on the ProfpeR, and its Furniture. 
He traced the Footſteps of an all-comprehending Con- 
trivance, and pointed out the Strokes of in:mitable 
Skill. He obſerved the grand Exertions of Power, and 
the rich Exuberance of Goodneſs, mott fignally, moſt 


charmipgly oonſpicuous through the Whole. Upon 


one 


With pliflering Spires and Pinacles adorn'd, 
Which mr tbe r:fing Sun gilds with bis Beams, 
| | Book III. 
1 This is the Language of the Book of 7%, and the Prophecy 
of Feel, A Language, like the Scene it deſcribes, not beautiful 
only, but beautiful and rich even to /uxuriarcy.- One woutd al- 
molt ſuſpect, the Lyric Poet had read theſe Pailages, and at- 
tempted an Imitation of their Delicacies. 
Vin gue Fontem, Laftis & ub:res 
Cantare Rives argue truncis 
Lag ſa cavis iterare Melia. Lib. II Od. 19. 
& Hwroce would have salled it, Ceſper for tuitus. 


wh, ao 


* r 
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one Circumſtance he enlarged, with a particular Satis- - 


faction. 

Ther. See! Apaſio; how all is calculated, to ad- 
miniſter the higheſt Delight to Mankind. Thoſe Trees 
and Hedges, which ſkirt the Extremities of the Land- 
ſchape ; ſtealing away from their real Bulk, and leſſen- 
ing by gentle S appear like elegant Pic- 
tures in Miniature. Thoſe, which occupy the nearer 
Situations, are a Set of noble Images ; Ne upon 
the Eye, in full Proportion, and in a Variety of grace- 
ful Attitudes. Both of them ornamenting the ſeveral 
Apartments of our common Abode, with a Mixture of 
Delicacy and Grandeur. 

The Bloſſoms, that array the Branches; the Flowers, 
that embroider the Mead ; addreſs and entertain our 
Eyes with every Charm of Beauty *.. Whereas, to 
other Creatures, they are deſtitute of all thoſe Attrac- 
tives; which reſult from a Combination of the loveli- 
eſt Colours, and moſt alluring Forms. --- Yonder 
Streams, that glide, with ſmooth Serenity, along the 
Vallies ; glittering to the diſtant View, like Sheets of 
poliſhed Cryſtal ; or ſoothing the attentive Ear, with 
the Softneſs of aquatic Murmurs ; are no leſs exhi/a- 
rating to the Fancy, than to the Soil, through which 
they paſs.---The huge enormous Mountain ; the ſteep 

C4 and 


* Therefore, when the Prophet deſcribes the Chriſtian Church, - 
adorned with all the Beauties of Holineſs, He borrews his Imagery 
from theſe amiable Objects. Iſrael! ſhall bud and bliſſam, Iſai. xxvii. 
6.—Nay, the very Wilderneſs, even the Gentile Nations, being 
converted unto CHRIST, Ha bl:ſ.m as a Roſe, Iſai. xxxv. 1— 
I xwili be as the Dexv unto Iſrael, He fball blofſom as tbe Lily, and 
/ forth his roots as Lebanon, Hol. xiv. 6. What an elegant Pic- 
ture! And what a comfortable Promiſe! Here is the Queen of 
Flowers, and the Prince of Trees. Nothing fairer than the full- 
blown Lily: nothing firmer than the deep-rooted Cedars. Vet 
theſe are a Repreſentation (and but a faint Repreſentation) of the 
Comelineſs, which the all-gracious REDEEMER puts upon 
his Peo le; and of the Srabi/ity, which they derive from his in- 
violable Faithfulneſs. 5 

N. B. The fourteenth of Hoſea, is one of thoſe. Chapters, 
which for their pecul ar Importance and Excellency. deſerve not 
only to have a Turn in our Reading, but a Place in our Me- 
mo: y. , 


gz DIALOGUE u. 


and dizzy Precigice ; the pendent Horrors of the 
craggy Promontory : wild and tremendous as they are, 
furniſh out an agreeable Entertainment to the human 
Mind; and pleaſe, even while they terrify. Where- 
as the Beaſts take no other Notice of thoſe majeſtic 
Deformities, than only to avoid the Dangers, they 
threaten. | 

4b. How wonderfully do ſuch Conſiderations exa/t 
our Idea of the CREATOR's Goodneſs ; his very 
di/iir uſing Coodneſs to Mankind! And ſhould they 
not 110p0;tionavly endear that eternal Benefactor to 
our Afﬀetiions ? --- His ever-bountitul Hand has ſcat- 
tered Hleſſings, and with profuſe Liberality, among 
all the Ranks of animated Exiſtence. But to Us he 
exerciſes a Beneficence of a very ſuperior Kind. We 
are tzeated as his peculiar Favourites. Fe are admit- 
ted to 2cenus of Delight, which None but Ourſelves 
are Capabie of relithing. ; 

Ther. Another Remark, though very obvious, is 
equaily impc:tant. The Deſtination of all theſe ex- 
ternal Things, is no leſs advantageous, than their 
Formation is Beautiful. The Bloom, which engages 
the Eye with its delicate Hues, is cheriſhing the En- 
brio Fruit; and forming, within its ſilken Folds, the 
Rudiments of a future Deſſert.— Thoſe Streams, 
which ſhine from afar, like fluid Silver, are much 
more valuable in their Productions, and beneficial in 
their Services, than they are amiable in their Appear- 
ance. They diftribute, as they roll along their wind- 
ing Banks, C/eanline/s to our Houſes, and Fruitfulneſs 
to our Lands. They nouriſhh,. and at their own Ex- 
pence, a never failing Supply of the ue Fiſh. They 
viſit our Cities, and attend our Wharts, as ſo many 
public Vehicles, ready to ſet out at all Hours. 

Thoſe Sheep, which give their Udders to be. drain- 
ed by the buſy friſking Lambs, are fattening . their 
Fleſh for our Suppirt; and while they fill their own 
Fleeces, are providing for our comfortable Clothing. 
Vonder Kine, ſome of which are browzing upon 
the tender Herb; others, ſatiated with Paſturage, 
ruminate under the ſhady Covert ; though conſcious 


of 


NSC 
no Ee es 
- 


DFALOGUR IN 4. 
of no ſuch Deſign, are concocting for our Uſe, one 
of the Heft, pureſt, healthieſt Liquors in the World. 
— The Bees, that fly humming about our Seat, and 
purſue their Work on the fragrant Bloſſoms, are col- 
lecting Balm and Sweetneſs, to compole the richeſt of 
Syrups. Which, though the Produce of their Toil, 
is intended for our Good. 

Nature, and her whole Family, are our ob/equious 
Servants, our ever- active labourers. They bring the 
Fruits of their united Induſtry, and pour them into 
our Lap, or depoſite them in our Store-Rooms. 

Aſp. Who can ever ſufficiently admire. this immenſe 
Benignity ?—TheSUPREME Diſpoſer of Events, 
has commanded Delight and Profit to walk Hand in 
Hand, through his ample Creation: making all Things 
ſo perfectly pleaſing, as if Beauty was their only End; 
yet all Things ſo eminently ſerviceable *, as if Uſeful- 
neſs had been their ſole Deſign. —And, as a moſt win- 
ning Invitation to. our Gratitude, He has rendered 
Man the Center, in which all the Emanations of his 
Beneficence, diffuſed through this Terreſtrial Syſtem, , 
Enally terminate. | 

But my dear Theron, is not this apparent, in a much 
more wonderful Manner, throughout the whole Oeco- 
nomy of Redemption? — It were a ſmall Thing for 
this inferior Claſs of wnirte/ligent Creatures, to be con- 
tinually employing themſelves for our Benefit. Even 
the Son of the moſt High G O D, through all his in- 
carnate State, ated the very ſame Part.— He took 
Fleſh, and bore the Infirmities of human Nature, not 
for Himſelf, but for Us Men, and our Salvation. 
He ſuffered Want, and endured Miſery in all its 
Forms; that Ve might poſſeſs the Fulneſs of Joy, and 
abound in Pleaſures for evermore.— When he poured 
out his Soul in Agonies, under the Curſe of an aveng- 
ing Law; what other End had He in View, but to 
make Us Partakers of eternal Bleſſedneſs? When He 
fulfilled, perfectly fulfilled the whole commanding Law; 

| C 5 Wag 

* Omnes Mundi Partes ita conſtitutæ ſunt, ut neque ad Uſum me- 


{ores eſſe Peter int, negue gd Speciem ulchricr es, - 
— * * Pic. de Nat, Deor. Lib, II. 
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was it not on purpoſe, that his Merits might be im- 
puted to Us? That He, by his Obedience, might be 
made righteous? Yes; 

For Us He hiv'd, 

Toil'd for our Eaſe, and for our Safety bled. 
Nothing in the whole Courſe rs 

Ther. Pardon me for interrupting You, Aſpafio. I 
have no Objection to the general Drift of your Diſ- 
courſe. But that particular Notion of imputed Rig hteouſ- 
neſs, has always appeared to me in a very ridiculous 
Light. And Yan ſay, that ſuch a Puritanical Neſa 
trum makes a very unbecoming Figure, amongſt your 
other manly and correct Sentiments of Religion. 

Ap. You know, Theron, | have long ago diſavowed 
that zgnoble Prejudice, which rejects Doctrines, or de- 
ſpiſes Perſons,” becauſe they happen to be branded with 
contemptible Names. Tis true, the Writers ſtyled 
Puritans, are remarkable for their Attachment to this 
Peculiarity of the Goſpel. It runs through all their 
Theological Works ; and very eminently diſtinguiſhes 
them, Fom the Generality of our modern Treatiſes.— 
„But muſt it 2herefore . becauſe maintained b 

that particular Set of People? Or, are they the oz/y 
Advocates for this important Truth ? 

Ther. Aye: it is as I ſuſpected. I have lately con- 
jectured, from ſeveral Hints in my Aſpafio's Diſcourſe, 
that he has been warping to the low ungentlemanlike 
Peculiarities of thoſe whimſical Fanatics. 

Aſp. I cannot conceive, why you ſhould call them 
aubimſical.— To ſettle Faith on its proper Baſis, the me- 
titorious Righteouſneſs of the REDEEMER; and to 
deduce Obedience from its true Origin, the Love of 
GOD fhied abroad in the Heart — To ſearch the Con- 
2 and convince the judgment To awaken the 

thargic, and comfort the afflicted Soul And all from 
a thorough Knowledge, joined to a maſterly Applica- 
tion, of the divine Word— Theſe, ſure, are not whim- 
ical Talents, but real Excellencies. Yet theſe, if we 
may credit Hiſtory, entered, into the Preaching ; theſe, 
if we will examine impartially, are to be found in the 
Writings of the Puritans.— And a Pearl, you will 

Sh pleaſe 
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pleaſe to remember, is a Pearl till, though it ſhould 
hang in the Ethiopian s Ear. 

Ther. Ethiopian indeed! You have truly characte- 
rized, that demure and. g/aomy Generation. 1 hope, 
You don't intend to introduce their Solemnity and Re- 
ſerve, into your eaſy and engaging Converſation.— 
Though, for aught I can judge, this would be no more 
ungraceſul, than to patch ſuch antiquated Notions on 
your own refined Scheme of Chriſtianity. 

Aſp. My dear Friend, You are too ludicrous ; and 
I begin to catch the Infection. We had better return 
to our firſt Topic. Let us contemplate the Wonders 
of Creation; and as we adire the Works, learn to 
adors the Maker. 

Ther. None of your Evaſions, good Appaſio. You muſt 
not think to put me off at this Rate. I have wanted an 
Opportunity to rally you upon this Head ; and to ar- 
gue or laugh you, out of theſe religious Odairies. 

Aſp. If you will not agree to I erms'.of Peace; I 
hope, you will allow ſome Ceſſation of Arms. At leaſt, 
till I can muſter my Forces, and prepare for the Vin- 
dication of my Principles. | 

Ther. No: upon the Spot, and out of Hand, you are 
required to anſwer for yourſelf, and theſe ſame queer 
Opinions.—I ſhall ſerve you, as the Roman Conſul 
ſerved the procraſtinating Monarch. When he demur- 
red about his Reply to the Demands of the Senate, and 
ſaid, He would confider of the Matter: the reiolute Am- 
baſſador drew a Circle round Him with his Cane, and 
inſiſted upon a poſitive Anſwer, before He ſtepped 
over thoſe Limits. | 

Aſp. This, however, You will give me Leave to ob- 
ſerve, That the Affair is of a very /erious Nature. Upon 
Condition, that you will diſmiſs your Flouriſhes of Wit, 
and Strokes of Satyr; I will acquaint you with the Rea- 
ſons, which have made me a thorough Convert to this 
Doctrine. — Once, I held it in the utmoſt Contempt; 
and pitied the Simplicity of (as I then ftyled them) its 
deluded Admirers. But, I am now become /ch a Fool, 
that I may be truly wiſe, and ſub/antially happy. I have 
leen my ruined State; and I bleſs G OD tor this ſove- 

reign 
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reign Reftorative. It is the Source of my ſtrongeſt Con- 
ſolations, and the very Foundation of my eternal Hopes. 
Ther. Excuſe me, A/ſpafio ; if the Vivacity of my 
Temper, and the ſeemingly uncouth Tenet, kindled 
me into a more humorous Gaiety, than became the Oc- 
caſion. You ſpeak of the Point, with ſo much Seriouſ- 
neſs, and in ſuch weighty 'Terms, as check my Levity, 
and command my Reſpect. Be pleaſed to execute what 
you have promiſed ; and the moſt engaged Attention of 


my Mind, ſhall atone for the petulant Sallies of my 


Tongue. 
App. To conceive a Diſlike of any Doctrine, only be- 


cauſe Perſons of a particular Denomination, have been 


very officious to promote its Reception ; this is hardly 
conſiſtent with an impartial Inquiry after Truth. 

Ther. I grant it, A HaLe. And I ſhould be aſhamed 
of my Oppoſition, if it was founded on ſo ſlight a Bot- 
tom. But, abſtracted from all Party-Confiderations, I 
can ſee nothing in this ſuppoſed Article of our Faith, 
that may recommend it to the unprejudiced Inqui- 
rer.— What can be more aukward than the Term, or 
more irrational than the Sentiments ? 

Aſp. The Word imputed, when uſed in this Con- 
nection, may poſſibly convey a diſagreeable Sound to 
the Ears of ſome People. Becauſe, they look upon it, 
as the peculiar Phraſeology of a few ſuperſtitious Secta- 
rifls ; and rejeQ it, merely on the Foot of that unrea- 
ſonable Surmiſe.— But, how can you be diſguſted at 
the Expreſſion, Theron; who have ſo often read it, in 
the moſt approved and judicious Writers? St. Paul, 
who might affirm with Relation to his Epiſtles, much 
more truly than the Painter concerning his Pourtraits, 
1 write for Eternity“; ſcruples not to uſe this aukward 
Language, ſeveral Times in the ſame Chapter . 

i Milton, 


* Alluding to the Painter, who, apologizing for the flow Pro- 
tedure and ſcrupu ouſly nice Touches of his Pencil, ſaid; Æterni- 
tat i pingo, I paint for Eternity. And thoſe Strokes had need be 
correct, which are intended to ſurvive, fo long as Time itſelf ſhall 


laſt. 


+ R.m. iv. Where ſome Branch of the Word MoyiQuoJai, to be 
imputed, occurs no lels than ten or eleven Times. | 
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Milton, the Correctneſs of whoſe Taſte, and the Pro- 
priety of whoſe Style, na Perſon of Genius will ever. 
queſtion, delights to capy, in various Parts of his in- 
comparable Poem, the Apoſtle's Dition. —Authorized 
by ſuch Precedents, it is ſaperior to Cavil, and war- 
ranted beyond all Exception. 

As to the Sentiment, 1 take it to be the very funda- 
mental Article of the Goſpel : and I believe, whoever 
is acquainted with eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, will allow, 
that it bore the principal Sway, in extricating us from 
Popiſh Darkneſs, and introducing the Reformation. 
What ſays our LORD, with regard to the Love 
of GOD, and the Love of our Neighbour ? Or theſe 
two Commandments hang al the Law and the Prophets. 
Much the ſame would J venture to ſay, concerning 
the Imputation of our Sins to CHRIST, and the Im- 
putation of CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs to us: On 
theſe two Doctrines hang all the Privileges and the 
whole Glory of the Gotpel. 

T her. In our laſt Converſation, I muſt own, I ſaw: 
2 ſtrong Reſemblance between the Works and the Word 
of GOD. But I never obſerved any Thing in Na- 
ture, that bore the leaſt Analogy to imputed Sin, or 
imputed Righteouſneſs. —To me your two Doctrines 
ſeem very unaccountable and irrational. 

Aſp. That our Sins ſhould be charged upon the 
only begotten Son of GO D, and that his Righteouſ- 
acſs ſhould be made over to ſinful Worms, is ſtrange, 
exceeding ſtrange. The Pſalmiſt calls it, marvelous 
Liwving- Kindneſs *. The Apoſtle ſtyles it, Lowe that 
paſſeth Knowledge F And it has ſometimes, I muſt 
treely confeſs, been almoſt ready to ftagger my Be- 
lief.— However, I have found myſelf relieved in this 
Perplexity, not only by the Teflimonies of Scripture, 
but even from the Cs of Nature. All Na- 
ture is full of ſtrange and myſterious Effects; conſe- 


quently, is a Voucher for the myſterious Truths of 
Chriſtianity, | | 
How 


Pal. xvii. 7, + Eph. iii. 19. 
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How ſurpriſing are the Experiments of Flectricity, 


and the occult Qualities of the Loadftone / How ſur- 


priſing thoſe countleſs Legions of EHuwvia, which tran- 
ſpire trom a ſmall odoriferous Body! and thoſe from 
infinite Myriads of /uminous Particles, which iſſue from 


a ſmaller flaming Subitance * ! There's not a Blade of 
Graſs, but ſurpaſſes the Comprehenſion of all Man- 


kind ; and not a fingle Atom, but is big with Won- 


ders. — Inſomuch, that the izte/ligent Oblerver can no 


where fix his Thoughts, without being aſtoniſhed, 
tranſported, and even loſt in Admirafion. 

Since the Procedure of Providence in this viſible 
Syſtem, is a continued Series of fupendous and un- 
fenrchable Operations; need We be alarmed, can We 
reaſonably be offended, if the Scheme of Redemption 
is equally ſtupendous, is far more amazing? Yet, 


though amazing, I hope, it will not appear, what you 


was pleaſed to inſinuate, irrational. 


Suppoſe, we fate the Signification of the Terms; 


and adjuſt the Boundaries of our Subject, before we 
enter upon a Survey of its Contents ? 

T her. Such a Caution would have prevented,. at 
leaſt have ſhortened, many a vehement and tedious 
Controverſy.—You ſee, on yonder Heath, the. Prepa- 
rations for an approaching Race. There ſtand the Poſts, 
which are to mark out the Limits of the Courſe. 
Without this previous refri#ive Care, how irregular 
would be the Excurſions of the contending Steeds ! 
How difficult, rather how impoſſible, to declare the 
Conqueror, and award the Prize -A clear Definition 
of Terms, ſeems equally neceſſary for candid Diſpu- 
tants. Without it, they may wrang/e for Ages, and 
never come to a Determination. | 

Aſp. 


Dr. Neuzwentyt has computed, That, from a lighted Candle, 
about the Size of ſix to the Pound, there iſſues, in the Second of a 
Minute, an Effuſion of Particles, vaſt y more than ten hundred 
thouſand million Times the Number of San is which the whole 
Globe of the Earth contains. — To call this a very great Multitude, 
would be ſaying little. It nonpluſſes our Th5»ghts, and cxcerds 
the utmoſt Stretch of Imogination ? 
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Aſp. Juſtification is an Act of GOD Almighty's 
Grace; whereby he acquits his People from Guilt, and 
accounts them righteous “; for the Sake of CHRIS T's 
Righteouſneſs, Which was wrought out for them, and 
is imputed to them. a 

T her. Two of your Terms want ſome further Expli- 
cation. What do you underſtand by CHRIS T's 
Righteouſneſs ? And what is the Meaning of imputed ? 

Aſp. By CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs I underſtand, 
all the various Inſtances of his active and paſſive Obe- 
dience ; ſpringing from the perfect Holineſs of his 
Heart ; continued through the whole Courſe of his 
Life; and extending to the very laſt Pang of his 
Death. —By the Word imputed I would fignity, That 
this Righteouſneſs, though performed by our LORD, 
is placed to aur Account ; 1s reckoned or adjudged by 
GOD as our own. Inſomuch, that we may plead it, 
and rely on it, for the Pardon of our Sins; for Adop- 
tion into his Family ; and for the Enjoyment of Life 
eternal.—Shall I illuſtrate my Meaning by a well at- 
teſted Fat? 

7 her. Nothing gives us fo eaſy a Conception of any 
difficult Point, as this Method of explaining, by paral- 
lel Facts, or proper Similitudes. 

Aſp. I don't ſay the Caſe is parallel. I only pro- 
duce it, to aid our Conceptions.—Onefmus, you know, 
was Philemon's Slave ÞF. He had perhdiouſly deſerted 
his Maſter's Service, and ſtill more perfidiouſly ſtole 
his Goods. The Fugitive, in his guilty Rambles, pro- 
videntially meets with St. Paul. He is charmed and 
captivated with that gracious Goſpel, which proclaims 
Mercy even for the vileſt of Sinners. He becomes a 
thorough Convert to the Religion of FESUS, and is 
received into the ſpiritual Patronage ef the Apoftle. 
Who, learning his criminal ConduR, and obnoxious 
State, undertakes to bring about a Reconciliation, 
yy | with 


Should any Reader object to the Definitien ; apprehending, 
that Juſtification implies no more, than tbe Pardon of S:ns; I 
Would deſire him to ſuſpend his Judgment, till he has peruſed Di- 
alogue X, where this Point is more circumſtantially conſidered, 

＋ See the Epiſtle to Philemon, 


| 
| 
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with his offended Matter : ditpatches him for this 
Purpoſe, with a Letter to Philemon: and amongſt other 
Pecſuaſives, writes thus in the poor Criminal's Behalf; 
If he have-wrenged thee, or oweth thee aught, put that 
on mine Accaunt: I Paul have.written it with my own. 


Hand; I will repay · it. 
That, which the zealous Preacher of Chriſtianity 


* the adored Author of Chriſtianity executed. — 
e had revoked from the LOR D of all Lords, and 
broke his holy Commandments. The Son of GO D, 
infinitely. compaſſionate, vouchſafes to become our. 


Mediator. That nothing might be wanting, to render 


his Mediation ſucceſsful, He places Himſelf in our 


ſtead. The Puniſhment, which e deſerved, He en- 


dures. The Obedience, which We.owed, He fulfils, 
— Both which, being imputed to Us, and accepted for 
Us, are the Foundation of our Pardon, are. the pro-- 


curing Cauſe of our Juſtification. 


Ther. Is this the exact Signification of the original 


Word, which we tranſlate zmputed ?- | 

Aſp. In the Book of Numbers, we meet with this 
Phraſe ; and in ſuch a Connection, as clears up its 
Meaning. —JEHO VA H-enaRs a Decree concerning 
the Lewites ; who had no Vintages to gather, nor any 


Harveſts to reap. He directs them, to preſ:r.t the 
tenth Part of their Tythes, in the Form of a Heave- 


Offering: adding, And this your Heave-Offering ſhall 


be reckoned “ unto you, .as though it were the Corn of © 
the Threſhing-Floor, and as the Fullneſs of the Wine- + 
Preſs : as ſatisfactory to me, and es bereficial to You, 


as 
* Numb, xviii. 17. i exactly anſwers to St. Paul's 


©oyoIn, Rom. iv. 9. The fame Phraſe is uſed, and the fame - 


Doctrine taught, Levit. xvii. 3, 4. What Man ſoever there be 
of the Houſe of Iſrael that killeth an Ox, or Lamb, or Goat in the 
Camp, or that killeth it out of the Camp; and bringetb it not unte 


the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, to offer unto the LORD 


an Offering beſore the Tubernacle of the LORD, Bleod fhall be im- 


Suted to that Man; He bath ſped Blud ; and that Man all be cut 
of from among bis Peypie, — Here was no Murder committed by. 


the Offender, yet the Crime of Murder is charged, or as the wag 
ture (pcaks, Blood is imputed to Him. Leſt any ſhould miſtake the 


tude, 
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Meaning of this Expreſſion, or not underſtand it in its due Lat i- 
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as if it was the Tenth of your own Labours, and the 
Tythe of your own Ingteaſe 80, the expiatory Suffer- 
ings, which CHR /ST endured; the complete Obedience, 
which He performed; are recknned to true Believers. 
And are altogether as effectual for obtaining their Salva- 
tion, as it they were their own perſonal Qualifications. 

Ther. The Imputation mentioned in your Paſſage, 
is the Imputation of ſomething done by the Lewites 
themſekyes, not of foinething done by Another. This, 
I apprehend, is the true Import of the Word, when it 
occurs affirmatively in Scripture. 

Aſp. This is a/ways the Import ſhould have been 
ſaid, in order to make the Objection forcible. But 
you could not ſo ſoon forget the Inſtance, juſt now 
alledged. St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Crimes which 
Oneſimus had committed; and of the Injuries which 
Philemon had ſuſtained ; ſays, Charge them all on 
« me®*, Iwill be reſponſible for the one, and for 
« the other; as much, as if the whole Guilt had been 
of my own contracting.“ Here is ſuppoſed, not 
the Imputation of ſomething done by the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf, but of another's criminal Behaviour. 

Under the Law, Aaron is commanded to put the 
Iniquities of Iſrael upon the Scape-Goat Þ. The 
ſame Sentiment is re- inculcated, when the Goat is 
ſaid to bear the Iniquities of the People 1. This was 

lainly an Imputation; yet could not poſlibly be the 
mputation of any Thing done by the devoted Ani- 
mal. The Efe#s which took Place upon the Exe- 
cution of the Ordinance, indicate a Tranſlation of 
Guilt. For, the Congregation was cleanſed, but the 
Goat polluted. The Congregation /o cleanſed, that 
their Iniquities were conveyed away, and to be found 
no 

tude, the divine Law-giver is his own Interpreter; He bath in 
the Eye of my N op Blood : He ſhall paſs for a Murderer, 
and be puniſhed as a Murderer ; He ſhall be cut off from among 
bis People, — Thus alſo ſaith the eternal Judge, concerning the 
Believers in CHRIST; „ The Righteouineſs of my Son is impu- 
ted to them: they are in the Eye of my Juſtice righteors : they 


4% ſhall be dealt with, as righteous Perſons; and made Partakers 
„% of the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


* Ep40d 8Aoyts, ÞF Levit. xvi. 21. 1 Levit, xvi. 22. 
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no more. The Goat /o polluted, that it communicated 
Defilement to the Perſon, who conducted it into the 
Land not inhabited. All this was GOD's own Ap- 
pointment; and deſigned, like the whole Syſtem of 
Moſaic Ceremonies, to inſtruct his Church in the 
Knowledge of the great MEDIATOR: in whole Per- 
ſon and Office that was done really, which elſewhere 
could be done no otherwiſe than zypically. 

Ther. If this is your Meaning, Aſpaſſo, I am apt 
to think, it will be a difficult Matter to make me a 
Proſelyte. I muſt be content to paſs for one of the 
ſtiff-necked Generation. Since I can fee neither i 
dom nor Equity, in aſcribing to a Perſon, what he has 
not; or imputing to him, what he does not. 

Aſp. It was not 4/pafio, but his Friend, who ſet 
out with a View of making Pre/elytes. If I can main- 
tain my Ground, and vindicate my own Belief, it will 
be no inconſiderable Acquiſition. However, I ſhall 
not deſpair of ſeeing the Partner of my Heart become a 
Sharer of my Faith. When we are convinced of our 
numberleſs Sins; when we feel the Deprawvity of our Na- 


ture, and begin to diſcern the inconceivable Sanity of. 


our Judge; THEN, perhaps, this exploded Article may 
be faund worthy of Acceptance its Conſtitution 
admired, as the Wiſdom of GOD and its Privilege 
coveted, as the Conſolation of our Souls. 

Ther. I ſhall wave, at preſent, an Examination of 
each Particular; and only make ſome remote Obſerva- 
tions. Which ſeem, nevertheleſs, pretty nearly to af- 
fect your Scheme. Many Perſons, have ſcarce fo 
much as heard of your Terms; have no manner of 
Acquaintance with your Doctrine. Will you ftrike off 
all theſe ſiom the Lift of Chriſtians? Will you con- 
demn all theſe as deſperate inlidels ? 

Aſp. Not heard of them In a Proteſtant Na- 
tion! Where the Goſpel is publicly preached, and 
the Bible in every one's Hands! 'T his, if true, is 


much to be lamented ——In Anfwer to your Queſtion ; 
It is not my Cuſtom, much leſs is it my Prerogative, 
to condemn others. Has GOD committed all Judg- 
ment unto me ; that I ſhould preſume to anticipate 

the 
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the deciſive Sentence, or launch the Thunder-bolts 
of eternal Vengeance ?——Neither do I affirm the 
Condition of ſuch Perſons to be deſperate. There may 
be theſe, who have no explicit Knowledge of the Doc- 
trine; who are even diſguſted at the Expreſſions; yet 
live undet the Belief of the Truth, and in the Exer- 
ciſe of the Duty, They are never diverted, by 
« the Splendor of any Thing that is great, or by the 
« Conceit of any Thing that is good in them, from 
looking upon themſelves as ful Duſt and Aſhes.” 
Their whole Dependence is upon that FUST ONE, 
who expired on the Croſs, and whom the Heavens 
have received. They ſeek the /an&#if5ing SPIRIT), in 
conſequence of their Saviour's Death; and give all 
Diligence, to add to their Faith Virtue. 

Ther. If People may be ſafe, and their eternal Inte- 
reſts ſecure, without any Knowledge of theſe Particu- 
larities; why ſhould you offer to puzzle their Heads, 
about a few unneceſſary /cho/aftic "Terms ? 

Aſp. Scriptural Terms, you ſhould have ſaid, The- 
ron. However, we are not very ſolicitous, as to the 
Credit, or the Uſe, of any particular Set of Phraſes. 
Only let Men be humbled, as repenting Criminals, at 
the REDEEMER's Feet: Let them rely, as devoted 
Penſioners, on his precious Merits: and they are un- 
doubtedly in the Way to a bliſsful Immortality. — Vet, 
will their Way be leſs clear, and their Steps more em- 
baraſſed, by not diſtinQly underſtanding the benign 
Genius of the Goſpel. A proper Information in this 
important Point, would thed Light upon their Paths, 
and excourage them in their Journey; would further 
their Progreſs in vital Holineſs, and increaſe their Joy 
in the LORD. 

Ther. The Followers of your Opinion, I have ob- 
ſerved, are perpetually dwelling upon this one Favourite 
Topic; to the Excluſion of that grand and truly eſſen- 
tial Part of Chriſtianity, Sanctification. 

Aſp. If you have ever taken Notice of ſuch a Con- 
duct, you are unqueſtionably right in with-holding 
your Approbation. It is a manifeſt Incongruity, and 
deſerves your Cenſure. But, aſſute yourtelf, it pro- 

| ceeds 
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ceeds from a Miſapprehenſion in the Perſons, and has 
no Connection with the Nature of the Doctrine. 

I am far, very far from reducing the various Parts of 
Chriſtianity, (which, when connected, make up fo 
well-proportioned a Syſtem) to this fongle, however 
diſtinguiſhed Branch. Sanctification is equal; veceſſa- 
y, both to our preſent Peace, and to our final Felici- 
ty. Indeed, they are as reciprocally ne<c-!fary, for 
the Purpoſes of intellectual and eternal H:ypines; as 
the Heart and the Lungs are, to the Subſiſtence of the 
animal Oeconomy. The former mult tran'mit, the 
latter muſt refine, the vital Fluid; or elſe, Diſeaſe 
will take Place, and Death will enſue. My Inten- 


tion is, that thoſe fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, like 


theſeMzfter-Organs in the Body, may have each its proper 
Officeailign'd ; each concur to ſupport the better Health, 

and to promote the ſpiritual Growth of the Chriſtian. 
Ther Others of your zealous Folks I have known, 
who are all for the /an&ifing Influence. of the SPI- 
RIT ; and reckon this Aftance on the SAVIOUR's 
Merits, among the beggarly Elements of Religion. 
They ſcarce ever mention, what CHRIST has done for 
zs ; but inſiſt wholly upon what he does in us.—When 
the religious People are ſo divided among themſel vcx ||, 
how can aStranger act? Which Opinion ſhall he chooſe? 
Aſp. Which, Theron ! Let him 4i/card neither, but 
aſſociate both. If the all-gracious REDEEMER 
has poured out his Blood on the Croſs, that my Guilt 
may be expiated ; and preſents his Interceſſion in Hea- 
ven, that I may be endued with the SPIRIT : If 
he will be the meritorious Cauſe of my Juitification, and” 
the operative. Principle. of my Sanctification: Why 
| ſhould 


[|] Theron's Inquiry concerning theſe two Particulars, is forne- 
times made an Objection againſt a// Religion —But have the 
Gentlemen, who adopt this Objection, never cen the Natu- 
ral divided in their Judgment; with relation to the Deſign 
and Uſe of ſeveral Appearances in the material, the vegetable, 
the animal Creation? While one deſcries as a Nuſance, what an- 
other admires as a Heauty.— Vet no one, I believe, ever took it 
into his Head, from ſuch a verſity of Opinions, to doubt whe- 
ther the Frame of Nature is a juſt, a regular, and a finiſhed Syf- 


tem: or to deny, That Power, Goodnels, and Widom, ſupport, 
pervade,. and direct the Whole. 
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ſnould I ſcruple to receive him, in either, in both Ca- 


pacities? Who would lop off the Right Hand, in or- 
der to impart the higher Dignity or the greater Impor- 
tance to the Left? I would be no Partialiſt in Chri- 
ſtianity: neither diminiſh her Dowry, nor mutilate her 
Privileges. 

Ther. You ſeem, if not to mutilate, yet to lit the 
Merits of CHRIST, and parcel cut the Efficacy of his 
mediatorial Undertaking ; aſcribing ſo much to his ac- 
tive, and ſo much to his paſſive Righteouſneſs ; Pardon 
to this, and Life to that. 

Aſp. Some, I believe, are pleaſed with this Way of 
ſtating the Matter. But it is a Method, that I neither 
attempt to defend, nor wiſh to imitate. To diflin- 
guiſh between the active and paſſive Righteouſneſs, I 
think, is not amiſs. Becauſe, this ſets the Fulneſs of 
our LORD's Merit in the cleareſt Light; and gives 
the completeſt Honour to GOD's holy Law. But 
to divide them into detached Portions, independent on 
each other, ſeems to be fanciful, rather. than judicious. 
For, had either Part of the mediatorial Obedience been 
wanting; I apprehend, neither Pardon, nor Accept- 
ance, nor any ſpiritual Bleſſing, could have been vouch- 
ſafed to fallen Man. 

The two Parts are inſeparable ; making, in their 
Connection, a neceſſary. and noble Whole for the Ac- 
compliſhment of our Salvation. Juſt as the Light and 
the Heat of yonder Sun, blend their Operation ; to 
produce this delightful Day, and this fruitful Weather. 
However, therefore, I may happen to expreſs 
myſelf, I never conſider them as acting in the exc/y/ive 
Senſe ; but would always have them underſtood, as a 
grand and plerious Aggregate. Looking upon our SA- 
VIOUR's univerſal Obedience, which commenced at 
his Incarnation ; was carried on through his Life; and 
terminated in his Death ; looking upon all this, in 
its callectie Form, as the Object of my Faith, and the 
Foundation of my Hopes}. | 


Ther, 


In this pen, Aſpafio has Milton's Arch: Angel for his 
ichae ing of bi LORD and cur LORD, ſays, 
The 


Precedent. 
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Ther. I think, you lay too much Streſs upon this 
controverted, and perhaps merely ſpeculative Point. 

Aſp. Merely ſpeculative! Say not thus, my dear 
Friend. How I may be juſtified before GOD, my 
Maker, my Governor, and my Judge? is an Inquiry, of 
all others, the mo? intereſting and important. It is the 
main Hinge, on which every Inſtance of practical Re- 
ligion turns J. True Comfort, willing Obedience, 
holy Communion with the divine Majeſty, al depend 
upon this capital Point. 

Far from being a merely ſpeculative Point, it aſcribes 
the moſt wndivided Glory to the ever-bleſſed GOD, 
and his free Grace. It adminiſters the moſt ſerene 
and ſubſtantial Satisfactions to frail, but believing 
Men. It cheriſhes, with the moſt kindly Influence, 
that pure and widefiled Religion, which has its Seat in 
the Heart; has its Birth from Love; and is a real An- 
tepaſt, both of the Buſineſs and the Bliſs of Saints in 
Light. 

Can We, then, lay too much Streſs upon a Doc- 
trine, ſo greatly momentous ; upon a Privilege, fo exten- 
froely beneficial ? | 

Ther. When all this is proved, then for my Reply, 
Aſpaſio. Nay, then You ſhall have more than a Reply; 
I promiſe You my cordial Aſſent. 

Aſp. 


The Law of GOD exad he ſhall fulfil, 

Both by Obedience and by Lyve, though Love 

Alone ful the Law ; thy Puniſhment 

He ſhall endure, by coming in the Fleſp 

To a reproackſul Life and curſed Death; 

Proclaiming Life to all who ſhall believe | 

In bis Redemption. B XII. 402. 


According to the Tenour of theſe very valuable Lines, our LORD's 
Fulfilling the Law, and Enduring the Puniſhment, are the con- 
curring Cauſes, or the one cempæund Cauſe of Life and Redemp- 
tion to Sinners, 

+ Diffundit ſe, ſays the judicious Witfius, Fuſt ficationts Doc- 
trina per totum Theologia Corpus; & prout Fundamenta hic, wel 
bene, wel male, jafta ſunt, eo univerſum AÆdiſicium wel ſolidius au- 
guſtiuſque aſcendit, vel male ſtatuminatum faedam _—_— Ruinam. 

Fo ce ECON, 
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Aſp. And if all this be incapable of Proof, I aſſure 
You, Theron, I will not ſolicit your Aſſent. Nay more, 
I will revoke and renounce ny own. 

Ther. At preſent, I believe, We muſt go in, and 
prepare for our Viſitants. Some other Interview will 


give us an Opportunity to canvaſs this Queſtion more 


minutely. 

Aſp. Though I have never much Inclination, even 
when there is the oft Leiſure, tor Controverſy ; yet, 
if you inſiſt upon it, I ſhall not abſolutely refuſe to 
engage in a Debate with my Theron. Becauſe, He 
will come to the amicable Rencounter, without bring- 
ing angry Paſſions for his Second. My Reaſons will 
be impartially weighed, not artfully eluded, much leſs 
anſwered with Invective. If ſome inadvertent Ex- 


preſſion ſhould drop from my Lips, he will not rigo- 


rouſly proſecute the Slip ; nor aggravate an unguar- 
ded Sentence into the Crime -of Hereſy. Candour 
will form his judgment, and Good-nature dictate his 
Expreſſions. 

Ther. I thank You, my dear Apaſio, for your gen- 
tee] Admonition. What I am, in the Language of 
Complaiſance, means, what I ould be. Well: I 
will endeavour to take your Hint, and check this Im- 
petuoſity of my Spirit. I have often admired, O! 
that I could imitate, the beautiful Example of St. Paul. 
When Feſtus, forgetting the Dignity of the Governor, 
and the Politeneſs of the Gentleman, uttered that in- 
decent Reflection; Paul, thou art befide thyſelf : much 
Learning doth make thee mad. Did the great Preacher 
of Chriſtianity kindle into Reſentment ?—The Charge 
was unjuſt and abuſive. But the Apoſtle, with the 
moſt perfect Command of himſelf, returned the /ofteft, 
yet the meſt ſpirited Anſwer imaginable. I am not mad, 
moſt noble Feſtus ; but ſpeak the Words of Truth and So- 
berneſs ||. Inexpreſlibly graceful was this calm and 


obliging 


See Ad, xxvii Where we have an Apology, the nobleſt, 
py aps, that ever was made; eminent for fine Addreſs, clear 
eaſoning, and the moſt important Truth. Which, notwith- 
ſtanding all its very ſuperior Recotnmendations, is deemed Mad- 


neſs ; 


# Date un en 
obliging Reply. Though ſhort, infinitely more con- 


vincing than a whole torrent of Setter or recriminating 
Words. It diſarmed the Judge of his riſing Diſplea- 
ſure; it conciliated the Favour of his royal Aﬀefſor ; 


This amiable Se, Regimen, and Moderation of Tem- 
per, I ſhall be ſure to ſee exemplified in my Friend's 
Converiation ; however I may fil of it myſelf, or be 
Proof againſt all his Arguments. 

Ap. Ah! Theron, we want no Monitor, to remind 
us of our ſuppoſed Excellencies. And if you begin with 
7 — Compliments, it is time to put an End to our 

iſcourfe. | 

Only tet me juſt obſerve, that divine Truths can- 
not be properly diſcerned, but by the enlightening In- 
fluences of the divine SPIRIT. We muſt addreſs our- 


and brought Honour to the Chriſtian Cauſe. 


ſelves to this Inquiry, not only with anprejudiced Minds, 


but likewiſe with praying Hearts, We muſt bring 
to this Diſpute, not barely the Quiver of Logic, but 
that Un&#icn from the HOLY ONE, which may teach 
us all Things ||. Let us then adopt the Poet's Aſ- 
piration; | 


Thou celeſtial Lig bt, 

Shine inward, and the Mind through all her Powvers 
Irradiate ; there plant Eyes ; all Mift from thence 
Purge and dijper/e ! M1LTon, B. III. 51. 


neſs; and that by a Nobleman from Reme; the Seat of Science, 
and Fountain-head of polite Literature —A Proof this, no lets 
demonſtrative than deplorable, of the Apoltle's Aſſertion; The na- 
tural! Man, however ingenious or accompliſhed, veceivetht not the 
Things of the Spirit of GOD; for they are Fulifhneſs unto lum, 
1 Cor. ii. 14. ä | 
] John 4. 20, 25. 
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DIALOGUE III. 


THERON. 


E are now, Aſpaſio, about two Miles diſtant 

from my Houſe. The Horſe-road lies through 

a narrow duſty Lane. The Foot-path leads along a 

{pacious pleaſant Meadow. Suppoſe, we deliver our 

Horſes to the Servant, and walk the Remainder of the 
Way ? | | 

45 Nothing can be more ſuitable to my Inclination. 

Eſpecially, as the Air is become cool, and the Walk 


is ſo inviting. 


What a magnificent and charming Scene! Hills on 


either Side, gently riſing, and widely ſpreading. Their 


Summits crowned with ſcattered Villages, and cluſ- 
tering Trees. Their Spes, divided into a beauteous 
Chequer-work ; conſiſting partly of Tillage, with its 
waving Crops ; partly of Paſturage, with its grazing 
Herds. Before us, the Trefoil, the Clover, and a 
Variety of graſſy Plants, differently bladed, and dif- 
ferently branched, weave themſelves into a Carpet of 
living Green. Can any of the ManufaQures formed 


in the Looms, or extended in the Palaces of Perſia, 


vie with the Covering of this ample Area? Vie with 
it, in Grandeur of Size, or Delicacy of Decoration ? 

What a Profuſion of the gayeſt Flowers, fringing 
the Banks, and embroidering the Plain ! 


— — — — Nature here 

Wantons as in her prime, and plays at Will 

Her Virgin-fancies, pouring forth more Sweet, 

Wild above Rule or Art, enormous Bliſs! MiLr. 


Vol. I. D Nothing 
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Nothing can be brighter than the Luſtre of thaſe 
ſilver Daiſies; nothing deeper than the Tinge of thoſe 
golden Crowfoots. Yet, both ſeem to acquire addi- 
tional Beauty, by ſucceeding to the Deformity of Win- 
ter, and flouriſhing amidſt ſo much ſurrounding. Ver- 
dure. 

Ther. Nature is truly in her prime. The vegeta- 
ble 'T ribgs are putting on their richeſt Attire. I hoſe 
Cheſnuts, on our Right Hand begin to rear their flow- 
ering Pyramids; thoſe Villoaus, on our Left, are tipt 
with Taſſels of Grey; and yonder Poplars, that over- 
look the River, and ſeem to command the Meadows, 
are pointed with Rolls of Silver. 

Ihe Hawthorn, in every Hedge, is partly turgid 


with filken Gems, partly diffuſed into a milk-white 


Bloom. Not a ſtragling Furze, nor a ſolitary Thicket, 
but wears a rural Nofegay. All is a delightful Diſ- 
play of preſent Fertility, and a joyous Pledge of fu- 


ture Plenty.——Now we experience what the royal 
Poet, in very agreeable Imagery, deſcribes : The Win- 


ter is paſt ; the Rain is over and gone. The Flowers ap- 


pear on the Earth; the Time of the Singing of Birds is 


come; and the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land. 
The Fig-tree putteth forth her green Figs; and the Vine 
with the tender Grapes give a good Smell“. 

Aſp. Your Quotation and the Scene remind me of a 


| Remark, that ſhould have been admitted into our laſt 


Night's Diſcourſe. When we were enumerating the 


Excellencies of the ſacred Writings, methinks, we 
might have added; 


Are you fond of Paſtoral, in 
all its flowery Graces and blooming Honours? Never 


have we ſeen ſuch exquiſite Touches of rural Painting, 


or ſuch ſweet Images of endeared Affection, as in the 
Seng of Songs avhich is Solomon's. All the brilliant and 
amiable Appearances in Nature are employed, to deli- 
neate the "Tenderneſs of hi, Heart, who is Lowe itſelf 
—to pourtray the Beauty of his Perſon, who is the 
chiefeft among ten thouſand—and deſcribe the Happineſs 


of thoſe Souls, whoſe Felloeſpip is with the Father, and 


exith his Sen JESUS CHRIST . 


'See! 


„Cant. ii. 11, 12, 13s + 1 John i. 3. 
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See! Theron, what the chearing Warmth and the 


genial Showers of Spring have done! Such à Change» 


lo pleaſing and fo ennobling, the Goſpel of CHRIST 
introduces into the Soul. Not a Day, ſcarce an Hour 
paſſes, but this Seaſon of univerſal Fecundity produces 
ſomething new. And is there any State, or any Cir- 
cumſtance of Life, on which the Faith of CHRIST 
does not exert a ſimilar Efficacy, and bring forth Fruit 
unto GOD. 1 88 

This is ſuppoſed to be the ſp:ritual Meaning of that 
fine deſcriptive Picture, which you have borrowed from 
the Canticles. It diſplays the benign Agency of Grace 
and its DoQtrines ; eſpecially of our LORD's Satisfac- 
tion for Sin, and of his Righteouſneſs imputed to Sin- 
ners. Theſe operate, with much the ſame: favourable 
and happy Energy, both on our Morals and our Com- 
forts ; as the ſoveet Influences of the vernal Sun operate 
on the ſprouting Herbs, and opening Flowers. 

Ther. If ſuch were the Effects of your Doctrine, it 
would ſtand the fairer Chance for general Acceptation. 
hut there are ſeveral weighty Scruples to be re- 
moved, before Perſons of a liberal and enlarged Way 
of Thinking, can acquieſce in your Opinion. Who, 
for Inſtance, can perſuade himſelf, that what you call 
the Satisfattion of CHRIST, is conſiſtent with the 
Dictates of Reaſon, or with the Perfections of the 
DEITY? DT 

Aſp. Let; Gentlemen be candid in their Inquiries, 
and truly liberal in their way of Thinking; then, I 
flatter myſelf, theſe Scruples may be removed, with- 


out much Difficulty. 


GOD, the almighty Creator, and ſupreme Gover- 
nor of the World, having made Man, gave him a 


Law; with a Penalty annexed, in Caſe of Diſobedi- 


ence.—— This ſacred Law our Fore-father Adam pre- 
ſumptuouſly broke; and we, his Poſterity, were in- 
wolved in his Guilt. Or, ſhould that Point be con- 
troverted, we have undeniably made, by many per- 
ſonal Tranſgreſſions, his Apoſtacy our own. 


Inſo- 


much, that all have ſinned; have forfeited their Hap- 
| D 2 pPineſs, 


— — 
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pineſs, and rendered themſelves obnoxious to Punith- 


ment. 
Man being thus ruined, none could recover him, 


except his injured Maker. But ſhall he be recovered, 


ſhall he be reſtored, without ſuffering the Puniſhment, 
due to his Crime, and threatened by his Creator ? 
What then. will become of the 7#/tice of the divine 
Lawgiver? And how ſhall the Hongur of his holy Law 
be maintained ? At this rate, who would reverence its 
Authority, or fear to violate its Precepts,:— Sinners 


en e be emboldened to multiply their Tranſgreſſions; 
an 


tempted to think, that the GOD of immaculate 
Holineſs, the GOD of unchangeable Veracity, is 41. 


roget ber fuch an one as themſelves *. 


Does it not appear needful, that ſome Expedient be 
deviſed, in order to prevent theſe diſhonourable and 
horrid Conſequences ? 

Ther. Proceed to inform us, what the Expedi- 
ent is. 
App. To aſcertain the Dignity of the ſupreme Ad- 


miniſtration, yet reſcue Mankind from utter Deſtruc- 
tion, this admirable Purpoſe was formed, and in the 
Fulneſs of Time executed. The ſecond Perſon of the 
ever bleſſed TRINITY unites the human Nature to 


the divine ; ſubmits himfelf to the Obligations of his 
People ; and becomes reſponſible for all their Guilt. In 


this Capacity, he performs a perfect Obedience, and 


undergoes the Sentence of Death : makes a full Expia- 


tion of their Sins, and re- eſtabliſnes their Title to Life. 


By which Means, the Law is ſatisfied; Juſtice 1s 
magnihed ; and the richeſt Grace exerciſed. Man en- 
10ys a great Salvation, not to the Diſcredit of any, but 


to the unſpeakable Glory of all, the divine Attributes. 


This is what we mean by CH RIS T's Satisfac- 


tion. And this, I ſhould imagine, wants no Recom- 
mendation to our anprejudiced Reaſon ; as, I am ſure, 


it 


This was actually the Caſe, as we are informed by the Sear- 


cher of Hearts, when, on a particular Occaſion, Puniſhment was 


only retarded, How much more would ſuch impious Opinions 
have prevailed, if, on this grand Act of Diſobedience, Puniſhment 
had been intirely forborne ? Pal, I. 21. 
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it is moſt delightfully accommodated to our difirefed 
Condition. It is alſo confirmed by many expre/s Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, and illuſtrated by a Variety of very 
ſignificant Image:. | 

Ther.” Pray, let me be favoured with ſome of your 
ſcriptural Images. _— After which, We may inquire, 
whether your Doctrine will ſtand the 'Teft of Reaſon. 

App. What is your Notion of a Ra»/om ? When Priam 
redeemed the dead Body of Hector from the victorious 
Achilles, how was it done ? 

Ther. By paying a Price®. Thus Fabius reco- 
vered the Captives that were taken by Hannibal. He 
tranſmitted the Sum required, and they were diſchar- 
ged from their Confinement. | 3 
Aſp. Such is the Redemption, procured for Sinners 
by our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Of ſuch a Nature, 
(though incomparably more grand and auguſt in all 
its Circumſtances) and expreſſed by the very ſame 
Word +. The Son of Man came, not to be miniſtred 
unto, but to miniſter ; and to give his Lift a Ranſom for 

CHRIST alſo paid. a Price —a real Price——2 
moſt /atisfafory Price. In Conſideration of which, 
our Freedom from every penal Evil is granted. Ye 


* Pegos T ere aT0w%, an infinitely rich 
Price. Hyperholical this, as applied by Homer : ftirifly true, whey 
referred to CHRIST. 


Þ+ AvTgoy eemoNuTeow, are uſed in this preciſe Signification, 
by the moſt approved Authors of Greece. Arterie Tax N 
TW Arve, ” TB; Gab YjhtAWTE5 amiuC:, ſays Plutarch. 
O ve Te 1 nave dvr Ty Wuxn autre . arty 
wonwr, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, Matt. xx. 28.—AT«- 
AUTEWOE T&avluy wna, is the Language of Demoſthenes, 
E w X T11v aTAUTEWTIY Ns 78 ee - a&uT2g, are the 
Words of St. Paul, Eph. i. 7.—To eftabliſh this important Point, 
and to familiarize the comfortable Idea to our Minds, the ſacred 


Writers abound in this Phraſeology. See Luke i. 68. ii. 38. xiv « 
24,——Rom. lil, 34.— Tit. ii. 24.—Heb. ix, 12. ä | 
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are redeemed +, ſays the Apoſtle, not with corruptible: 
Things, Silver and Gold, but with the precious Blood of 
CHRIST. 
in the ſame Style of commutative Juſtice, aſſerts the 
ſame Truth. CHRIST hath redeemed Us , hath 
bought Us off, from the Curſe of the Law. — Ves, my. 


Friend, 


The Ranſom was paid down. 'The Fund of Heaw'n, 
Heaw'n's inexhauftible exhauſted Fund, 

Amazing, and amax d, peur d forth tbe Price, 

All Price beyond. Though curious to compute 

Arch- Angels fail'd to caſt the mighty Sum 


Ther. Hold a little, good A/paſio. Conſider the Con- 
ſequence of what You maintain. If there was a Ran- 
ſom in the Caſe, to hom was it paid? The Dewil 
had led Sinners captive. They are ſaid to be the Slaves 
of Satan. Andhall the bleſſed ZESUS pay his Life to 
that accurſed Fiend ? Shocking to imagine! Yet, 
ſhocking as it is, it muſt follow from your own, and 


your Poet's Aſſertion. | 


Aſo. You miſapprehend the Caſe, Theron. The 
Ranſom was paid to GOD. Thou haſt redeemed Us to 
GOD |}, is the Confeſſion of the Saints in Light. _— 
Satisfaction was made to the divine Law, and to the 
divine Juſtice. The one of which was offended ; the 
other violated; and both concurred to denounce the 


Tranſgreſſor's Doom. — Of which Doom Satan was the 


deſtined Executioner, whoſe Malignity, and implaca- 
ble Rage, GOD is pleaſed to make the Inſtrument of 


In- 


1 Pet. i. 18. We have an equivalent Expreſſion, uſed in 


the ſame Signification, by one of the correctelt. Writers in the 
World; 


Et Fracrem Pollux altcoda Morte redemit. VI IO. 


I Cel. ht 13. Etnycencou—We are ſaid to be bought, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. Not in a metaphorical Senſe, but really and properly. 
For, here the Price is mentioned; and by St. Peter the Price is 
ſpecified, 1 Pet. i. 13, 19. 

* Night-Thoughts, No. IV. Rev. v. 6. 


Let me add one 'I ext more; which, 
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infliting his Vengeance. As He formerly uſed the 


idolatrous Kings of A/jria and Babylon, to chaſtiſe the 
diſobedient 1ſraelites. Ss Fo 

When We were without Strength t., utterly ruined, 
yet abſolutely helpleſs when None, in Heaven or 
Farth, could afford Us any Succour then our 
. ORD. FESUS CHRIST moſt graciouſly and 
moſt ſeaſonably interpoſed. Ile ſaid, as it is very 
emphatically repreſented by E/:hu; Deliver them from 
going down into the Pit; I have found a Ranſem*. He 
aid, what is very beautifully delcribed by our Eng//# 
Claſſic; 


o Man, as is maſt juft, 
Shall ſati:ty for Man, be judg'd, and die; 
And dying riſe, and riſiug with Him raije 
His Prethren, ranſom'd <ith bis oxen dear Life. 
| Nliiton, B. ili. 294 


Ther. But pray, do not You allow, that CHRIST is 
truly and properly GOD? 

Aſp. We not only allow it, but We inſiſt upon it, 
and make our Boaſt of it. This is the very Foundation 
of his Merit, and the Support of our Hope. 

Ther. This may aggrandize the Merit of CHRIST, 
but it will increaſe the Difficulty of your Taſk. For, 
according to this Opinion, CHRIST muſt make Satiſ- 
faction to Himſelf, And is not this a Practice quite un- 
precedented * A Notion perfectly abſurd ? 

Aſp. It is quite unprecedented, You ſay. On this 
Point, I ſhall not vehemently contend. Only let me 
mention one Inſtance. Zaleucus, You know, the 
Prince of the Locrians, made a Decree, That who- 
ever was convicted of Adultery, ſhould be puniſhed 
with the Loſs of both his Eyes. Soon after this Eſta- 
bliſhment, the Legiſlator's own Son was apprehended 
in the very Fact, and brought to a public Tryal. 
How could the Father acquit Himſelf, in fo render 
and delicate a Conjuncture? Should he execute the 
Law, in all its Rigour ? This would be worſe than 

} Rom, v. 9. * Job xxxiv. 24. 
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Death to the unhappy Youth. —Should he pardon ſo 


notorious a Delinquent? This would defeat the Deſign 
of his ſalutary Inftitution.—T'o avoid both theſe In- 
conveniencies, He ordered one of his own Eyes to be 
pulled out, and one of his Sons. By which Means, 
the Rights of Juflice were preſerved inviolate ; yet 
the Tenderne/s of a Parent was remarkably indulged. 
And may We not venture to ſay, That, in this Caſe, 
Zaleucus both received and ah 4 the Satisfaction? 
received it, as a Magiſtrate; even while he ade it, as 
a Father. 1 

Ther. I cannot ſee, how this Suffering of the Father 
was, in any Degree /atisa&ory to the Law: ſince the 


Father and the Son could not be conſidered, as one 


and the /ame Perſon. It may paſs for an extraordinary 
Inſtance of parental Indulgence. It may ſtrike the be- 
nevolent and compaſſionate Hearer. But, if tried at 
the Bar of Equity and Reaſon, it will hardly be ad- 


mitted as any legal Satisfaction: it will probably be con- 


demned, as a Breach of Nature's firſt and fundamental 
Law, Self-preſervation. 


Ap. What You obſerve, Theron, J muſt confeſs, hag 
Weight. It will oblige me to give up my Illuſtration. 
—— —Nevertheleſs, what you urge againſt the Proprie- 
ty of the Compariſon, tends to eſtabliſh the Certainty 
of the Doctrine. For CHRIST and his People are 
actually con! dered as one and the ſame Perſon. 
They are one myſtical Body: He the Head, they the 
Members: ſo intimately united to Him, that they are, 
Bone of tis Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh. —By virtue of 
which Union, their Sins were puniſhed in Him ; and 
by his Stripes they are healed *, they obtain Impunity 
and Life. 

Though there may be nothing in the Procedure of 
Men, which bears any Reſemblance to this Miracle 
of heavenly Goodneſs; it receives a ſufficient Con- 
firmation from the Language of Scripture. He, who 
wrote as an Amanuenſis to the unerring SPIRIT, 
has declared; That GOD was in CHRIST, 
reconciling the Warld—unto Whom? Unto _ 
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third Party ? No; but reconciling it, by the Death 
and Obedience of CHRIST unto Himſelf *. And I can 
very readily grant, that this divine Exertion of Benig- 
nity and Wiſdom, ſhould be without @ Precedent, and 
without a Parallel þ. OD | | 

- Difficulties, I own, may attend the Explication of 
this Article, or be interwoven with its Conſequence, 
At the ſame Time I muſt affirm, That our Ap- 
prehenſions of heavenly Things are ſo obſcure, and 
our Ideas of the divine Benevolence ſo ſcanty, that 
We may very , poſſibly miſtake ; and fancy that to be 
abſurd, which is only great, wonderful and incom- 
prehen/iblo I. —Nor Wall! be thought preſumptuous in 
adding; That it will be impoſſible, for all the Saga- 
city in the World, to prove this Doctrine an Alſur- 
dity, though it ſhould ever remain an inexplicable My- 
ſtery.— How many Phænomena in the Conſtitution 
of external Nature, are confeſſedly myſterious and 
inexplicable! They challenge, they command our Aſ- 
ſent ; yet baffle all our Reſearches, and 4% our ut- 
moſt Penetration. If then We find this Truth, fully 
and inconteſtably revealed in the Bible, We muſt re- 


nounce the Philo/opher, before We can cor/iftently act 
the Sceptic. | | 


D's: Ther. 
2 Cor. v. 19. Col. i. 20. | 


+ Fancy, in the Perſon of Horace, ſaid of Fupiter and his fa- 
bulous Exploits, | | | 

Cui ni bil -viget fimile aut ſecundum, 
Much more will Reaſm, in the Character of a Believer, ſay the 
fame of JEHOVAH and his marvelous Grace, 

1 Its wnparalelled, nay, its incumprehenſille Nature, is no Ob- 
jection to its Truth and Reality, This is rather a Circumſtance, 
which perfectly agrees with the Teſtimony of the inſpired Writers; 
and affords, in my Opinion, an unanſwerable Argument for the di- 
vine Origin of Chriſtianity. 

It agrees wich the Teſtimony of the inſpired I riters ; who call it, 
not on'y GOD's Wiſdom, by Way of ſupereminent Diſtinction, but 
bis Wiſdom in a Myſtery, even his hidden Mi ſdum : which could 
not poſſibly have been conceived by any finite Mind, however en- 
larged or ſagacious, — Is an Argument for the divine Origin of 
Chr flianity, Since it was infinitely tee deep for the Contrivance of 
Men, and abſolutely und:ſcoverable by the Penetration of An- 
gels; bow could it be known, but by Manifeſtation from a- 


bove ? Mbence could it take its Riſe, but from an eſpecial Reve- 
lation? 


| 
| 
7 
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Ther. Let Us ſee then, Whether it be ſo fully and 


inconteſtably revealed in the Bible, — Vou have given 
me, as yet, but one of your ſcriptural Images. 

2 I have another at your 8 CHRIST 
is called an High-Prieff. What do Yau take to be the 
Nature of the Prieſtly Office? 

Ther. The Buſineſs of the Prieſt was, T apprehend, 
ON offer Sacrifices, and to make Interceſſion for the Peo- 
ple. 


49. Very true: and CHRIST could not with 


any Propriety, receive this Appellation, if He had 


been defective in performing either of the ſacerdotal 
Functions. Now, that he offered no ſuch Victim as 
Hain Beaſts, is univerſally acknowledged. We might 
preſume therefore, even though We pad not the Au- 
thority of an Apoſtle to aſſure Us, That He offered Him- 
Self, through the eternal SPIRIT to GOD. 

The Croſs, ſhall I ſay *? Rather his divine Nature 
was the Altar. His Soul and Body, each immaculate- 
Iy pure, were. the Holocauſt, Theſe He reſigned ; 
the one to deadly Wounds ; the other, to inexpreſſi- 
ble Anguiſh ; and both, to be inſtead of all whole 
Burnt-Offerings.— On this invaluable Oblation, his In- 
terceſſion at the Rlght-hand of his FATHER is found- 


ed: from this it derives that prevailing Efficacy, which 


is the Security of his farding, and the Recovery of his 
fallen Diſciples. 

Give me Leave to aſk farther ; What is your Idea 
of a Sacrifice? When Ipbigenia was ſlain at the Al- 
tar, What was the Import of that memorable Ac- 


tion 2 
Ther. 


The Croſs is, by ſome Authors, ſtyled The Altar. But, I 
think, improperly. This Notion ſeems to have ſprung from, or 
given riſe to, the Popiſb Practice of idolizing the Cruciffx. At 
Jeaſt, it countenances ſuch a Kind of foppiſh or ſacrilegious Devo- 
tion, more than a Proteſtant Writer could wiſh.—It was the Pro- 
perty of the Altar, to ſan&ify the Gift. This therefore, when 
referred to our LORD's Sacrifice, is a far more exa ted Office, 
than We dare aſcribe to the Infirument of his Suffering. This muſt 
be the Honour and Prerogative of his divine Nature, which did 


indeed ſanctify the great Oblation : gave it a Dignity, a Merit, an 


Efficacy, unſpeakable and everlaſting. 
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Ther. It was intended, if We may credit Virgil's 
Account“, to appeaſe the Indignation of the ſuperior 
Powers; and to obtain a propitious Gale for the wind- 
bound Fleet, and confederate Forces of Greece. But, 
I hope, You would not make that ſolemn Butchery of 
the royal Virgin, a Pattern for the ſupreme Goodneſs ; 
nor the Practice of groſs Idolaters, a Model for the 
Religion of the holy F E SUS. 

Aſp. By no means, Theron. Only I would ob- 
ſerve That the Cuſtom of offering Sacrifices obtain- 
ed, among the moſt ca/tivated Nations of the Hea- 
then World— That theſe Sacrifices were frequently 
of the wicarious F Kind; in which the Victim was ſub- 
ſtituted, inftead of the Offerer ; and the One being 
cut off, the Other was diſcharged from. Puniſhment. 


— Conie-: - 


* Sarpuine placaſti Ventos, & Virgine cæſd. | 

+ Seneca ſays, alluding to the Cuſtom of Sacrifices, and the 
prevailing Opinion concerning them; Fuerim tantum runquam 
amplius doliturg Domus Piamentum, — What we are to under- 
ſtand by Piamentum, our Author himſelf explains, in the pre- 
ceding Clauſe ; Quicguid Matri dolendum ſuerit, in me tranſietis; 
guicguid Avie, in me, To which his judicious Commentator 
Lipfius, from an extenfive Knowledge of Antiquity, adds 3 


x Nc five piacularis Victima. Sen. ad Helv. 

The ſame Writer, in the ſame conſolatory Epiſtle, has ano- 
ther Sentence ſtill more to our Purpoſe ; Nobilitatur mum Car- 
minibus, gue fe pro Corjuge vicariem dedit. Juvenal ſpeaking 
of this very Fact, expreſſes Himſelf in very remarkable Lan- 
guage» Such as ſhews Us, with the utmoſt C/earneſs and Precifi- 
on, what the Ancients meant, when they affirmed of a ſuftering 


or dying Perſon, That He gave Himſelf for Another: 


SpeFat ſubeuntem Fata Mariti 
Alceftim, & femilis fi Permutatio detur, 


Sat. VI. 


There is a Paſſage in Livy, which 'moſt cf all deſerves our No- 
tice. As it ſeems to imply a popular Belief of the Dignity, the 
more than human Dignity, of the Sacrifice which was neceſſai y 
to appeaſe the Wrath of Heaven, It relates to Decius, devote 
ing Himſelf for the public Good; Conſpectus ab utraque Acie, 
aliquanto auguſtior humano Vita, ficati Cælo miſſus, Piat Hun 
omni Deorum he, 'Lib, VIII, T0 
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— Conſequently, that the Claſſic Authors would (in 
caſe there was any Need of ſuch Auxiliaries) join with 
the ſacred Writers, to declare the Expediency, and ex- 
plain the Nature of Sacrifices.—'This alſo You will per- 
mit me to add, That, if the Heathens talk ſenſibly 
on any Part of religious Worſhip, it 1s on the Subject 
of Sacrifices. Their Sentiments concerning expiatory 
Oblations, ſeem to be the faint and diftant Echo of 
Revelation. And I have uſually conſidered them, 
not as the Inſtitutions of mere Reaſon, but as the Re- 
1 mains of ſome broken Tradition. | 

14 However, the trueſt and moſt authentick Significa- 
| tion of a Sacrifice, is to be learned from the Jewiſh. 
Ritual, explained by the Goſpel Comment. Do You re- 
member the Moſaic Account of that Ordinance ? 

Ther. You are much better acquainted, A/pafio,. 
| with thoſe ſacred Antiquities ; and can give the moſt 
1 ſatisfactory Information, with regard to this Particular. 
Þ#+ Only let me remind You, That Alm, are ſtyled O 
17 ferings ; and Praiſes, both in the prophetical and evan- 
gelical Writings, come under the Denomination of Sa- 
criſices. 

Aſp. Though Praiſes and Alms are ſtyled Sacrifices, 

they are not of the 2 but euchariſtic Kind. 
They are never ſaid to expiate Tranſgreſſions, only 
are repreſented as acceptable to GOD through JESUS 
CHRIST; that divinely precious Victim, whoſe Me- 
rits both cancel our Guilt, and commend our Services! 
According to--- ; 
Ther. Stay a Moment, Aſpafio.---Let me recollect 
myſelf.---"T his may be the Meaning of Sacrifices, as or- 
gained by Moſes, and ſolemnized among the Fews.--- 
« Sacrifices were a ſymbolical Addreſs to GOD; in- 
« tended to expreſs before Him the Devotion, Aﬀecti- 
ons, Diſpoſitions and Defires of the Heart by ſig- 
« nificative and emblematical Actions.”--- Or thus; 
The Prieſt made Atonement for Sin, Dy ſacrificing 
« a Beaſt, only as that was a Sign and Teſtimony of 
the Sacrificer's pure and upright Heart.” 

Aſp. Sacrifices, I acknowledge, were a ſymbolical 

1 Addreſs to GOD. But would You confine ** Ef- 
1 | Cacys 
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ficacy, only to the Death of the Animal, and the Pu- 
rity of the Offerer ? No, Theron : they always had a 
Reference to the great Sacrifice---ordained in the eter- 
nal Counſels of JEHOVAH---prepared, when the co- 
eternal SON was made Fleſh---oFered, when the bleſ- 
ſed JESUS ſurrendered Himſelt, to be led as a Lamb 
to the Siaughter.---They were ſo far from being inde- 
pendent on this divine Oblation, that they acted in per- 
petual Subſerviency to it, and derived all their Virtue 
from it. They were the Shadow, but the Body was 
CHRIST. | 
F They expreſſed, You ſay, the Devotion, Aﬀettions, 
Diſpoſitions, and Deſires of the Heart. But I rather 
think they expreſſed the Guilt and the Faith of the 
Offerer.---His Guilt ; for this ſeems to be intimated, 
by the very Names of the propitiatory Sacrifices. The 
Sin and the Sacrifice, the offending Action and the 
expiatory Rite, being ſignified by one and the ſame 
Word “. It is ſomewhat more than intimated, by the 
Occaſion of the Offering, and the State of the Offerer. 
Since it was only on account of Guilt contracted, that 
123 Oblations were made; and only from a guilty 
erſon, that they were required. His Faith; or firm 
Belief, that ceremonial Guilt; which ſhut Him out from 
the Communion of the viſible Church, and ſubject- 
ed Him to the Infliction of temporal Judgments, 
was removed by hee; but that moral Guilt, which 
defiles the Soul, and excludes from Heaven, ſhould be 
purged by /ome better Sacrifice than theſe F In the Ex- 
ercite of this Faith, Abel offered up a more acceptable 
Sacrifice than Cain; and without this Faith, exerciſed 
in ſome Degree, it is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD, 

If Sacrifices were intended to beſpeak Integrity of 
Heart, methinks, the State of Innocency had been the 
propereſt Period, for their. Inſtitution and Oblation. 

But 


* DNN denotes a Sin, and Sin- Ofering, Levit. iv. 3, 24, 
TDWR ſignifies the Treſpaſs, and the Treſpaſs Offering, Levit 
v. 15, 19. 

F They ſan&ified to the purifying of the Fleſh, Heb. ix. 13. 
But could not make Him that did tbs Service per ec, as pertaining co 
the Conſcience, Heb. ix, 9. 
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But we never hear of this awful Ceremony, till Man 19 
fallen, and Sin committed.---If intended to denote Pu- 
rity of Heart, why ſhould they be particularly injoined 
on that ſolemn Day, when Confeſſion was made of 
all the Sins *, of the whole Congregation ? An oddly 
concerted Device this! In which the Tongue mutt 
contradict, what the Ceremony would recognize.--- 
Or, how could it be proper, aſter the Violation of 
ſome Law, or the Negled of ſome Ordinance, immedi- 
ately to go and offer a Sacrifice? What would be the 
Language of ſuch a Practice? © I have done wwickedly, 
but my Heart is pure and wpright.” Is this conſiſtent 
with the Spirit of Humility, of Modeſty, or of com- 
mon Ingenuity ? Is this the Way of gizing Glory to 
GOD, or of taking Shame to ourtgives ? ---W hereas, 
let the Sacrifice be a typical Expiation, and this is the 
Significancy of the Action. LORD, I confeſs my- 
«*« ſelf guilty. Puniſhment and Death are my Due. 
Let them fall, I beſeech Thee, on my Victim C. 
That thy Juſtice being glorified, and thy Law fa- 
*« tisfied, thy Mercy may be honuurably diſplayed in 


«© my Forgiveneſs.” 


Beſides, Theron; What Likeneſs, what Agreement is 
there, between the Profeſſion of Integrity, and an A- 
nimal mortally wounded; wallowing in its own 
Blood; and ſtruggling in the Agonies of Death ?--- 
Whereas, between theſe dying Pangs, and the Pu- 
niſhment due to Sin, or the Sorrows ſuſtained by the 
crucified SAVIOUR, there is an apparent, a ftriking, 
and, in various Reſpects, an edifying Reſemblance. 

Ther. They declared, perhaps, the Sacrificer's Rea- 
dineſs and Reſolution, to ſay the Brute in Himſelf, and 
to lay down his Life in Adherence to GOD. 

Ajp. I don't remember any Aﬀertion of this Kind 
in the Bible, or any Hint to countenance ſuch an 
Interpretation. It ſeems, in ſome Caſes, to be incom- 

| | gatible 


® Levit. xvi. 21. 

What ſys, that Prodigy of oriental Learning, Pechart ? Hee 
eadem Ritu Ir am Det Peccator difrecabatury eamque immitii Petebat 
38 Hlius Vilime Caput, quam ſuo Leco ponebat, 

Hicroſoic, Vol. I. Lib. II. c. $4. 


r «as at. " ooo Boo ounce. co 


"FS HSE ww JA” we won ww 


aa aa Hs #4 


DIALOGUE In. 63 


patihle with the very Nature of Things, and contrary to 
the expreſs Declarations of Scripture.--- Dewes, You 
know, Lambs, and Sheep were offered in Sacrifice. 


But ſhall We *. the Lamb, the Dove, the Sheep in 


Ourſelves ? 30 far. from it, that CHRIST's Diſciples 
are either deſcribed by theſe Creatures, or command- 
ed ta imitate. their Properties. Be ye harmleſs as 
Dowes . Peter, feed my Lambs F My Sheep hear my 
Voice I. 

Suppoſing however, that this might be a /abordinate 
Deſign, or a valuable [mprovement of the ſacrificial 


Acts; yet their primary Intention, and u/timate End, 


were widely different: were much more ſignificant of 
the divine. Compaſſions, and much better adapted to 
the Comfort of Mankind. They were---An awful In- 
dication, that Death was the Wages of Sin : At the ſame 
Time, a chearing Declaration, that GOD was pleaſed to 
accept the Death of the Animal, inftead of the Sin- 
ner's: a figurative Repreſentation 9 alſo of that illuſtri- 
ous Perſon, who was to bear the Sin of many, and pour 
out his Soul for Tranſgreſſors. 

Ther. Since Sacrifices were of a religious Nature, 
they ſhould not only be inſtructive and beneficial in 
their Tendeney ; but have their due Effect:, with re- 
2 to GOD, to Sin, and to the Perſon who brought 


em. 

Aſp. They had their Effects avith regard to G OD; 
that his Juſtice might be magnified, and his Anger ap- 
peaſed - to Sin; that its Demerit might be diſplayed, 
yet its Guilt be done away te the Perſon who brought 
them; that he might obtain Pardon, be exempted 
from Puniſhment, and exerciſe his Faith on the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 


Thes. 


Matt. x. 16. + John xxi. 15. t John x. 27. 
& What ſays Milton upon this Subject of Sacrifices, and with 
reference to their principal Deſign? He cal's them 
——— Religious Rites 
Of Sacrifice ; informing Men by Types 
y See, ede Sarony o to bruiſe 
The Serpent, 7 what means He ſhall atchieve 
Mankind De Iver ance, B, XII, 23 1. 
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Ther. There are ſo many Sorts of Sacrifice, appoint- 
ed in the Jeauiſh Rubric, that I am at a loſs for a 4% 
tin Idea; unleſs ſome one be ſingled out, and ſepa- 
rately conſidered. 

Aſp, Among all the Sacrifices inſtituted by Maſes, 
none more circumſtantially typihed the bleſſed E- 
SUS, or more appoſitely expreſſed the Benefits of 


his Oblation, than the Paſchal Lamb, and the Sin- 


Ofering. 


An Expoſitor, who cannot be miſtaken, has given 


Us this Interpretation of the Paſchal Lamb ; CHRIST 
our Paſſover is ſacrificed for Us *®. Declaring hereby 
--- That CHRIST is a real Sacrifice---T hat He was 
prefigured, in this Capacity, by the Paſchal] Lamb--- 
That the Circumſlances, which diſtinguiſhed it, met 
in Him ; and the Advantages, which reſulted from it, 
were procured by Him: zhofe, in their trueſt Import; 


theſe, in their largeſt Extent.---The Words of the 


Apoſtle ſpeak this Senſe, to the plaineſi ſimpleſt Reader. 
Whereas, to extort any other Signification from. them, 


what Subtilty of Wit, and what Refizement, or rather 


Violence of Criticiſm, muſt be uſed ! 
The Paſchal Lamb was evithout Blemiſh. Such was 


the Lamb of GOD: free from all Taint of original 


vin, and from every Spot of actual 'Tranſgreſſion.--- 


A Lamb 


* x. Cor. v. 7, Would any one venture to ſay? Paul our 
Paſſover is ſacrificed for Us, Vet this, I think, may be, or rather 
7s in effect ſaid, by the Account which ſome Perſons give of 
CHRIST's Satiefaction.— The very Thought of ſuch a blaſphe- 
mous Abſurdity, is too painful and effenjive ſor the ſerious Chriſ- 
tian to dwell upon, I would therefore divert his Attention to a 
more pleaſing Object. Let him obſerve the exquiſite Skill, 
which, here and every where, conducts the Zeal of the inſpired: 
Writer.—The Odes of P:ndar are celebrated for their fine Tranſi- 
tiens; Which, though bo'd and ſurpriſing, are perſectly natural. 
We have, in this Place, a very maſterly Stroke of the ſame beau- 


tiful Kind, The Apofile, ſpeaking of the inceſtucus Criminal, 


paſſes, by a moſt artful Digreſſion, to his darling Topic, a crucified 
SAVIOUR. Who would have expected it, on ſuch an Occaſion ? 
Yet, when thus admitted, who does not ſee and admire, both 
the Propriety of the Subject, and the Delicacy of its Intro» 
duction ? | 


BP Al SOC. & © ws jy ad th 


S I» &® 


DIALOGUE Il. 65 


A Lamb of the firſt Near, and all the Sprightlineſs and 
Floridity of Youth. CHRIST alſo laid down his 
Life, not when worn with Age, and ſcarce worth the 
keeping ; but in the very Prime of his Days ; amidſt 
all the Bloom and Vigour of Manhood. — The Lamb 
was to be ſlain in ſuch a Manner, as might. occaſion 
the moſt copious Efufion of its Blood. And was not 
this very exactly fulfilled in our ſuffering SAVIOUR ? 
His Blood flowed out in. vaſt Abundance, by the amaz- 
ing Sweat in the Garden; by the rending Laſhes of the 
Scourge; by the lacerating Points of the Thorns ; by the 
dreadful Nails, which cleft his Hands and his Feet ; 
by the deadly Spear, which ripped open his Side, and 
cut its Way to his Heart. — Though the Blood was to 
be ſo liberally ſpilt, a Bone of the Lamb was not to be 
broken. And you cannot but recollect, You cannot 
but admire, the wonderful Interpoſition of Providence, 
to accompliſh this emblematical Prediction. When the 
Soldiers had received a Command, to break the Legs 
of the three crucified Perſons ; when they had aQtually 
broke the Legs of each Malefactor, that hung on the 
right Side of our LORD and on the left; their Minds 
were over-ruled (by a divine Influence, no doubt) to 
ſpare the bleſſed FE SUS, and to leave all his Bones 
unhurt, untouched. 

The Lamb was to be killed before the whole Aſem- 
bly ; in the Preſence, either of the whole Congrega- 
tion of Mrael, or elſe of that particular Society, which 
concurred in eating the Fleſh. And did not the whole 
Multitude of the Jes conſpire againſt our REDEEM- 
ER, to put Him to Death ? Did they not all cry out, as 
with one Voice? Crucify Him ! Crucify Him] Was He 
not executed, at one of their grand Feſtivals, and in. 
the Sight of the awhole aſſembled Nation? — The Blood 
was not to be poured heedleſly upon the Ground, but 
received carefully into a Baſon ; and fþrink/ed, with the 
utmoſt Punctuality, upon the Door-Poſts. In like Man- 
ner, the Blood of the heavenly Lamb, is not to be. 


trampled under Foot, by a contemptuous Diſregard. 


It is the Treaſure of the Church, and the Medicine of 
Life, To be received therefore by an humble Faith, 
and. 
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and devoutly applied to our Conſciences.— The Sprink+ - 


ling of that Blood ſecured every Iſraelitiſp Family, from 
the deftrojing Angels Sword. So, the Merits of the 
ſlaughtered SAVIOUR® ſcreen every believing. 
vinner, from the Stroke of offending Juſtice, and from. 
the Pains of eternal Death. What muſt have become of 
the.//rac/ite, who, truſting to the Uprightneſs of hisHeart, 
ſhould negle& to make uſe of this divinely appointed 
Safeguard? He muſt inevitably have been puniſhed 
with the Death of his Firſ born. Equally certain, but 
infinitely more dreadful, will be his Condemnation ; 
who, beſore the omniſcient Judge, ſhall preſume to 
plead his own Integrity, or . his own Repen- 
tance, and reject the Atonement of the dying ZESUS. 

Ther. Now, if You pleaſe, for the Sin-Ofering f. 
Which ſeems to have been the moſt eminent Sacrifice 
of them all. 

Aſp. It was the moſt comprehenſive : becauſe it ſha- 
dowed forth not only the Death of CHRIST, but 
his Reſurrection from the Dead, and his Aſcenſion 
into Heaven.—As the various Actions of . ſome illuſ- 
trious Perſonage, which cannot be exhibited. by the 
Painter in a fingle Draught, are diſplayed in ſeveral 
Cemtartments; yet all conſtitute one and the ſame grand 
hiſtorical Picture. So, theſe glorious Events, which 
could not poſlibly be typified by any /ing/e Animal, 


Were 


* Both St. Peter and St. Paul ſpeak of The Blo:d of Sprinkling, 
1 Pet. i. 2. Heb. xii. 24. Intimating, by this remarkable Form of 
Speech, that the Death of CHRIST will be of n Advantage to the 
Sinner, unleſs it be apple d to his Heart. As the Blood of the Paſ- 
chal Lamb was no Protection to an Iſraelite, till it had tinged the 
Poſts of his Door —1/2:2h, uſing the fame Phraſe, and alluding to 
the ſame Cuſtom, ſays of our LORD FESUS CHBIST, He 
ſpall ſprinkle many Nations. lii. 15. Not only initiate them into his 
Church by Baptiſm 3 but alſo, by the Application of his Blood, 
ſhall cleanſe them from their Guilt, and deliver them from the 
Wrath to come. If We admit the- generally received Doctrine, 
this Metaphor is clear and eaſy : if We reject the Docti ine of real 
Atonement, The Language is obſcure, the Senſe embarraſſed, hard- 
ly if at al! intelligible. 


+ For the Circumſtances relating to the Sin- Offering, the Reader 


will conſult Levit. xvi.—For thoſe which concern the Paſchal 


Lamb, He will have recourſe to Exod, xii, 
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were repreſented by taue Kids of the Goats : which nes 
vertheleſs were reputed, but as ore * Offering. 

Theſe Goats were brought to the Door of the Ta- 
bernacle, and there preſented before the LORD. 
CHRIST alſo preſented Himſelf before G O D, 
when He went up to Jeruſalem, that all Things written 
by the Prophets concerning Him might be accompliſhed. —- 
The Goat, on which e LOR D's Lot fell, was de- 
voted to Death. CHRIST alſo being delivered by 
the determinate Counſel and Fore-knowledge of G O D, 
was crucified and flain.— The Body was burnt without 
the Camp. Which pointed at the very Place, and pic- 
tured out the very Nature, of our L O R D's Suffer- 
ings. For He ſuffered without the Gate : was there 
expoſed to the Rage of Men, and the Wrath of GOD ; 
under the moſt exquiſite Pains of Body, and the moſt. 
inſupportable Agonies of Soul. All ſignificantly typi- 

hed 


3 . 


How runs the divine Command? He (the High-Prieſt) Spal 
take of the Congregation two Kids of the Goats for a Sin-Offering, 
Levit. xvi. 5. Are not theſe two Kids ſtyled, in the fingu/ar Num- 
ber and collective Senſe, an Offering — That we might not miſ- 
take, GOD is pleaſed to add; And one Ram for a Burnt Offering, 
Here he names one, to prevent x Miſapprehenſioo of his Meaning, 
when He had before ſaid t. That we might be ſtill, more ſe- 
cure from all Miſconception, and regard this Goat as joined in the. 
ſame Offering with the other; the LORD, contrary to his own 
Rule in all other Caſes, orders the High-Prieſt to /ay his Hands 
upon the Head of the Scape-G:at, not upon the Head of the- Goat 
devoted to Death. He divides the neceſſary Circumſtances of a 
Sacrifice between them Stb. To intimate, in the cleareſt Man- 
ner, that.neither the One nor the Other ſeparate, but both taten 
together, were the one ſacrificial Oblation, appointed for this diſtin- 
guiſhed Solemnity. . | 

If this be true, I think the Paſſage is a pretty - conſiderable 
Proof, That Atonement was made by ſuffering wicarious Puniſh- 
ment ; notwithſtanding what has been urged againſt it, from the 
tenth Verſe of the Chapter. —If We require human Authority for 
the Support of this Interpretation, one of the greateſt human Au- 
thorities may be ſeen in the celebrated Witfius : tergue Hircus: 
pertivebat ad unum Sacrificium pro Peccato, Haſtiæ unius loco, Uter- 
gue erat Pecus piacularis, vicaria Iſraeli Peccatori, ejuſque Pecca- 
tum ferens. De Oecon, Lib. IV. Cap. vi. 


F Luke xvili. 31. I Acts ils 23» & Heb, xili. 12. 
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fied, by the Flame of a devouring Fire. Than which 


nothing is more fierce, more penetrating, or more /e- 
verely tormenting. 

As the Animal that was /aughtered, ſhewed forth 
the REDEEMER qying for our Sins; that which 
eſcaped, prefigured the ſame SAVIOUR, riſing again for 
our 1 High- Prieſt put his Hands upon 
the Head of the Scape-Goat, and with great Solem- 


nity, confæſſed the Sins of the whole Congregation. The 


Import of this Ceremony is expreſly declared in the 
ſacred Canon; The Goat ſhall bear upon Him their * 
Iniquity. It is charmingly explained by the Pro- 
phet, The LORD laid on HI M the Iniquity of 
Us all ; and moſt delightfully confirmed by the Apo- 
ſtle, He Himſelf bore. our Sins in- his own Body on the 


Tree. 


This done, the Goat was diſmiſſed into a Land not 


inhabited: a Place ſeparated from all Reſort of Men: 


where he was never likely to be found any more. To. 


teach Us, That our Offences, having been expiated 


by the bleeding F ESUS, are intirely done away; 


ſhall never riſe up in Judgment againſt Us; but, ac- 


cording to the Prophecy of 7 eremtiab, When the Inte 
guity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought for, there ſhall be none; 


and the Sins of Fudah, they fhall not be found F.— It 


is farther- injoined, That Aaron fall confeſs . all the 


Iiguities of the Children of iſrael, and all their Tranſ- 
greſſions, in all their Sins. . Iniquities,, Tranſgreſſions, 
Sins, are particularized ; and, to this Group of Ex- 
preſſions, the Word all is added. To inform Us, 
that the leaſt Sins need the Atonement of CHRIST's 
Death; to aſſure Us, that the greateft. Sins are not 
beyond the Compaſs of its Efficacy; and that all Sins, 
be they ever ſo heinous, or ever 10 

given to the true Believer. | 
The High-Prieit carried the Blood of the Victim 


into the ſecond Tabernacle, even within the Veil. 
| 80 


It is obſervable, that whereas the Scape - Goat is ſaid to bear 


N) the Sins of Iſrael, Levit. xvi. 22, the very ſame Phraſe is 


applied to CHRIST, Jai. lili, 12. 
T Jer, I. 20, 


numerous, are for- 


K 


; 
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80 CHRIS I entered with his own Blood, not into 
the Holy Places made with Hands, but into Heaven 
itſelf *. The Blood was ſprinkled before the Mercy- 


Scat; {prinkled upon the Mercy-Seat ; and /ef in the 
Holy of Holies, that it might always remain before 
the LORD. And does not CHRIST always ap- 
pear in the Preſence of G O D for Us? Does He not 
ever live to make Interceſſion for Us? To plead his 
all- ſufficient Propitiation in our behalf? that the Be- 
nefits procured thereby, may be communicated, ratified, 
and perpetuated to his People? 

Ther. Theſe Benefits, Apaſio, are aſcribed in Scrip- 
ture, to Repentance and Reformation of Life, Quali- 
fications of our x7 3 not to any ſuch Cauſe as a vica- 
rious Sacrifice; where the Merit muſt neceſſarily ſub- 
fiſt in another. What ſays the Apoſtle Peter, when 


He had juſt received his Inſtructions from the HOLY 
GHOST ? Repent and be converted, not look unto an 
. Atonement, or depend upon à Propitiation, that your 
Sins may be blotted out F. 


Aſp. Tis true, the Benefits of the new Covenant are 


promiſed to Penitents, as their happy Portion; but ne- 


ver aſſigned to their Repentance, as the procuring Cauſe. 
Never to their Repentance, but to the Blood of the 
great High-Prieſt, called therefore The Blood of the 
everlaſting Civenant 4: being the Condition ſtipulated 
in it, required by it, and in Conſequence of which, all 
its unſpeakable Privileges are beſtowed. 

Beſides; the Ons You ſuppoſe, are the 
Gift of Heaven. e are not able to exerciſe, till 
CHRIST, who is exalted for this very Purpoſe, 


| £9 Repentance .—A Converſion to GOD, and a 


ewneſs of Life, are not the Effect of human Abilities, - 
but the Work of the divine SPIRIT, and the Fruit 


of the REDEEMER's Death.—Indeed, this Death is 


the Purchaſe of every heavenly Bleſſing. This opens 
the Hand, opens the Heart of G 0b, and all the 
Stores of his inexhauſtible Bounty. 

Ther. Lou begin to be in Raptures, Aſpaſio ! 


. 


* Heb, ix. 24. 1 Ach lit, 19. 1 Heb. xiii, 20, || Acts v. 31. 
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Aſp. Excuſe me, Theron. It is not eaſy to repreſs 
the Sallies of Delight and Devotion, when we muſe 
upon ſuch amazing Loving-kindneſs, and are touched 
with a Senſe of ſuch z#:menſely rich Benefits. —A great 
High-Prieſt! Who is higher then the Heavens; yet 
humbled Himſelf to Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs ! Who is conſecrated for evermore ; and pleads 471 
his Merit, improves all his Influence, for our conſum- 
mate Felicity! 

What Heart of Stone but glows at Thoughts like theſe ? 

Such Contemt lations mount Us, and ſhould mount 

T be Mird flill higher ; nor ever glance on Man 

-Unraptur'd, uninflam'd *. 

But I check myſelf ; and will either reply to your 
Objections, or liſten to your Sentiments. Liften as 
attentively, as You Yourſelf attend to the Muſic of 
that Grill tongued Thruſb. 

Ther. Its ſweetly-modulated Lays, eminent even in 
the Symphony of Spring, have indeed attracted my 
Ears. But my Mind is d:/engaged, and free for your 
Converſation. 

Aſp. I can repeat a Song, ſweeter far than this, or 
all the Melody of the Wood-land Choirs. A Song, 
that has Harmony enough, to make the-Brow of Me- 
lanc holy wear a Smile, or to ſooth away the Sorrows of 
Death itſelf. Who ſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of 
GOD's Ela? i is G O D that juſtifieth ; who is He 
that condemneth? It is CHRIST that died; yea, ra- 
. ther, tbat is riſen again; who is even at the right Hand 

ef GOD; who aljo maketh Interceſſion for Us F.—Ac- 
cording to my Friend's Principles, the Strain of this 
triumphant Exclamation was ill-judged, and ſhould 
have run in the following Manner: Who ſhall lay 
any thing to our Charge? We have endeavoured 
sto preſerve a Rectitude of Diſpoſition, and to per- 
« fiſt. in a laudable Courſe of Action. Where-ever 
« We failed, We have been ſorry for the Fault, and 
have implored Pardon from the divine MAJESTY. 
« What then ſhall diimay Us? Or who ſhall con- 
demn Us.” our Topics of Conſolation would be 
complete, 

Night. Thoughts, No IV, + Rom. viii. 33, 34+ 
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complete, without having Recourſe to the Death of 
(CHS IS 7, as an Atonement for Sin; or to the Re- 
ſurrection of CHRIST, as an Evidence that the 
Atonement is accepted; or to the Intercęſſion of CHRIST, 
as the Cauſe of our Intereſt in that tranſcendent Bleſ- 
ſing. 

7 her. Since You ſo frequently mention, and fo 
earneſtly inſiſt upon Atonement, I ſhould be glad to 
know the preciſe Signification of the Word. I am told, 
the original Phraſe has nothing to do with the Idea of 
making Satisfaction. 

Aſp. We may learn the preciſe. Signification of 
Atonement, by conſidering The Means; the Effect; 
and the Manner, whereby the Means accompliſh the 
Effect.— The Effect of Atonement, is Pardon— The 
Means of obtaining it, are the Death of CHRIST 
-The Way or Manner, whereby the Death of 
CHRIST becomes efficacious for this bleſſed Pur- 
poſe, is the ſovereign Apporntment of his Father; the 
infinite Dignity of his Perſon ; and eſpecially the vi- 
carious Nature of his Sufferings, or their being-under- 
gone in the Stead of Sinners. 

The original Word, which We tranſlate Atone- 
ment, implies, in its primary Acceptation, the No- 
tion of covering. Thus the Ark was covered “, aa. 
overlaid with Pitch, awithin and without : that all its 
Chinks might be ſecured, againſt the inſinuating At- 
tempts of the Water ; and all its Timber defended, 
from the Injuries of the liquid Element. When an 
Object, in this or any other Manner, is covered 
over for Safety; the Covering receives every Shock, 
and ſuſtains all Damages, that would otherwiſe fall 
upon the Thing covered. The Image, therefore, is 
very pertinently uſed, to expreſs the true evangelical 
Nature of Atonement ; and it is applied, with appa- 
rent Propriety, to HIM who is indeed the anointed 


.Cherub, 


* NN Thou ſhalt beſmear, cover, or overlay, Gen. vi. 14. 
This is the firit Place in which our Word occurs. And it is ſup- 
poſed to give Us the genuine and native Senſe of the Phraie.— 
Perhaps the Erg Expreſſion cover, may be derived from the 
Paricip et 7D copher, 
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Cherub, that covereth * *: covereth from the Wrath of 
G OD, and the Stroke of Juſtice, by bearing both in 
our Stead. | 

Now we have inquired into the exact Signification 
of the Hebrew Word, give me leave to add, That its 
Meaning is very extenſive, and not unworthy of our 
particular Regard. It denotes—'T he Exerciſe of divine 
Mercy *— The Pardon of Sin F—A Cleanſing from 
Guilt f—Purging from Tranſgreſſion |— Reconciliation 
for Iniquity — The Pacifying of Wrath C—Do not 
theſe Paſſages, (which are expreſſed by ſome Branch of 
the Verb, that conveys to Us the Idea of atoning) plain- 
ly intimate—That the Atonement of CHRIST is the 
meritorious Cauſe of all theſe deſirable Effects; is the 
Foundation of every Act of divine Goodneſs ; and the 
Origin of every Bleſſing vouchſafed to Sinners ? 

her. After all, this is the Conſideration, that prin- 
Cipally offends and perplexes me—GOD is a w/e, a 
Jublime, an infinitely pure Spirit. How then can He take 
Pleaſure, in the Effuſion of Blood, or the Burning of 
Fleſh? How can any ſuch /aw carnal Inducements, 
make Him merciful to Sinners; or appeaſe, what You 
call, his Wrath ? 

Aſp. Rather, what the Scriptures call his Wrath. 
— You miſtake our Doctrine, my dear Theron. We 
never maintain, that any Sacrifice whatever, not even 
the Propitiation of CHRIS T's Death, was in- 
tended to make G O D merciful. Only to make Way 
for his eternal Purpoſes of Mercy, without any Pre- 
Judice either to the Demands of his Law, or the 
Rights of his Juſtice.---Our Sentiments on this Head, 
| are, 


% Exel. xxviil. 14. This is ſpoken of the King of Tyre, who 
Was probably a Type of Anti-Chrift, The Paſſage deſcribes, What 
He preſumed to think Himfeif ; and what He attempted to paſs 
for, in the Eſtimation of the World. If fo, I believe, Afpaſio 
may very juſtly apply it to the LORD FESUS. It is a 
Jewel of the mediatorial Crown, and fince it has been facrile- 
giouſly ſtolen, ſurely it ſhou'd be reſtored to its proper Owner, and 
replaced upon theREDEE MER's Diadem. 

* Deut. xxxii. 43. + Deut. xxi. 8. 2 Chron. xxx. 18, 
1 Numb. xxxv. 33. || Pfal. Ixv. 3. $ Dan. ix, 24. 
* Ezck, xvi. 63. 
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are exactly conſonant to his own Declaration, and his 
own Procedure, in the Caſe of Job's Friends“. 'Tho' 
diſpleaſed with their Conduct, he was merciſul to their 
Perſons. Nevertheleſs, he would not exerciſe that 
Mercy, till they had firſt offered a Sacrifice, and ac- 
ted Faith in a dying SAVIOUR. | 

Neither is it ever ſuppoſed, That the infinitely wiſe 
and pure GOD can take Pleaſure in the Eiiuſion of 
Blood, or the Burning of Fleſh, imply conſidered. 
Only as they had a . to that noble and ineſti- 
arable Sacrifice, which brings the higheſt Honour to 
his Name; which thoſe ſlaughtered Animals exhibited 
in a Figure; and to which every true Maelite had a 
believing Regard. 

I fay, had a belicming Regard, For, it is affirmed 
by the Author to the Hebrexws, That the Goſpel was 
preached to the J/rae/ttes in the Wilderneſs þ. — What 
does He mean by the Goſpe/? The very Eſſence of this 
henevolent Scheme, according to the Apoſtle's own 
Definition, is, hat CHRIST died for our Sins J. 
How was this Goſpel preached to our Fathers in the 
Wilderneſs? By ſignincant Emblems ; efpecially, by 
ſlaughtered Animals, and bleeding Victims. By which 
CHRIST was almsſt continually, though not fo evi- 
dently as in theſe later Limes, /et forth crucified among 


them ||. 


In this Senſe alone, thoſe carnal Uſages were awor- 
thy the Wiſdom of GOD to appoint, and the Majeſty 
of GOD to accept. This gave them a peculiar 
Dignity and Importance; and ſet them far above all 
the ſimilar Obſervances, uſed in the Heathen Wor- 
thip. They wete alſo, when thus explained, 
thus improved, extremely profitable to Believers; as 
they directed their Contemplation to the future Suffer- 
inzs of a SAVIOUR, and ratified to their Faith 


the Benefits of his ever-operating Sacrifice. Which, 


We are aſſured by an infallible Voice, was effectual 


* See Job xlii. 7, 8. + Hed. iii. 2. 1 1 Cor. xv. 3. 
Gal. iii. 1. 
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for the Redemption of the Tranſyrefſimns under the fir! Co- 


venant *. | | 

Ther. So You apprehend, that, in thoſe Uſages, 
practiſed by the antient Jews, the Goſpel was en- 
blematically preached, and CHRIST in a Figure ex- 
hibited, 

Alp. Moſt certainly, Theron. And for this Cauſe, 
under the Law, almoſt all Things were purged with 
Blood |. The Multiplicity, the Variety, the Con- 
ſtancy of their Sacrifices, were all deſigned to ihre 
upon their Minds, and familiarize to their Thoughts, 
this great evangelical Truth. Was any One over- 
taken by a Fault? He muſt preſent a Victim, and 
the Prieſt muſt ſlay it, by way of Tre/ſpaſs-Offering. 
To ſignify, that the Guilt which was contracted. 
could be done away only by the atoning Death ef 
CHRIST7.——Had any One received a ſignal Ble# 
fing ? A Beait was ſlain by way of Peace-Offering ; as 
a public Expreſſion of Gratitude for the Mercy, and 

alſo 


* When T reflect on theſe Words, I wonder how any One can 
aſſert, That all the Fexvs died under the Cur ſe of the Lau. Died 
under the Curſe of the Law! Even though the Apoitle has war- 
ranted it for a Truth, That Al theſe (meaning Abraham, Sarah, 
Haac, Jacob, &c.) died in Faith, Heb. xi. 13.— Even though 
He has elſewhere laid it down as a Maxim, So then rbey which are 
ef Faith, in whatever Period of Time they live, or under what- 
ever Diſpenſation of Religion they worſhip, are bleſſed with faithful 
Abrabam. Gal. iii. 3.——Even though the Plalmiſt, in one Place, 
affirms, Bleſſed are they whoſe Unrigbteouſneſſes are forgiven, and 
wboſe Sin is covered, And, in another Place, declares concerning 
Himſelf and his pious Cotemporaries; Lo bio woide the Eaſt is 
frem the Weſt! So far bath He ſet our Sins from Us, Plal. xxxii, 1. 
Pal, ciii. 12. 

From theſe and many other Texts, I think, it is evident, That 
the faithful Jetos no more died under the Cur'e of the Law, than 
the faithful Chriſtians, The Death of CHRIT procured the Par- 
don and Acceptance of Believers, even before He came in the 
Fleſh. From the Beginaing, He had covenanted with the FA- 


THER, as their MEDIATOR : and GOD, to whom all Things 


are preſent, faw the certain Accompliſhment of his Undertaking, 
He was therefore, by virtue of the divine Decree, and in Point of 
ſaving Efficacy, A Lamb ſlain fron the Frundation of the Mis ld. 
Though he laid down his Life in the Reign of Tiberius, He was 
a real REDLEHMER in a Apes, 

| Heb. ix. 22. 


DIALOGUE m 5 


alſo as an emphatical Declaration, that all Good vouch- 
ſafed to fallen Man, is owing to the REDEEMER's 
Ranſom. ; 

And not only by their ſolemn ſacrificial Acts, but 
even by their ordinary Meals, this grand Leſſon was 
inculcated. They were forbidden to eat the Blood, in 
order to awaken and preſerve in their Conſciences, a 
reverential and fiducial Regard to the precious Blood of 
CHRIST. The HOLY GHOST, afligning a Reaſon 
for this ſacred Prohibition, ſays expreſly, Becauſe the 
Blood maketh an Atonement for Your + Souls : the Blood 
of Beaſts typically, the Blood of CHRIST effectually. 
—OQ ! that Chriſtians would, in this Particular, learn 
of Jews. Learn, at leaſt, from Jeauiſb Ordinances, 
to have their Attention inceſſantly fixed on that divine 
High-Prieſt, who, by one Offering, hath perfeFed for 
ever them that are ſanctied *. 

Ther. Another odd Circumſtance has often given me 
Diſguſt, and been apt to prejudice me againſt the In- 
ſtitutions of the Old Teſtament. Many of them are 
mean, contemptible, and perfectly puerile. Can theſe, 
J have ſaid within myſelf, be ordained by a GOD 
of infinite Wiſdom, and tranſcendent Glory? Can 
We reaſonably imagine, that a Mandate ſhould be 
« ifſued from the Court of Heaven, on purpoſe to for- 
„bid the Boiling, and 1njoin the Roaſting F, of a par- 
« ticular Piece of Meat? Will the great Ruler of 
the Skies, concern Himſelf about the preciſe Man- 
« ner of Killing one Bird, and releafing another {! — 
« Will He, who claims the Worſhip of the Heart, 
„have ſuch an eſpecial Regard to a Drop or two of 
« deſpicable Blood, put upon the Tip of the Right Ear, 
« or the Thumb of the Right Hand || ? Surely, ſuch 
« childiſh Ceremonies are too minute and trivial for 


the Notice, much more for the ſolemn Appointment, 
« of the SUPREME Majeſty !” 


+ Len. xvii. 11. * Heb. x. 14. $ Exod, xii. 9. 
Lexi. xiv. 4, 5, 6, 7. Ex d. xxix. 20. 
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Ajþp. You will pleaſe to remember, that, when 
thofe Ceremonies were ordained, it was the Infancy &. 
at leaſt the Minority of the Church. And We have 
Reaſon to admire the Condeſcenſion of the great CREA- 
TOR, in adapting his Revelation to the State of his 
People; {peaking unto them, even as unto Babes“. 
The Inſtitutions, at which You hint, were undoubt- 
ly mean and trifling, if conſidered in themſelves. But, 
contemplate them in their Relation to the ever bleſ- 
ſed MEDIATOR, ſome of whoſe Offices, Me- 
rits, or Sufferings, they ſhadowed forth ; then they 
acquire a real Magnificence, and impart the nobleſt 
Inftruction. | 

The Blood put upon the Tip of the Ear, and 
Thumb of the Hand, denotes our perſonal Applica- 
tion of the Death of CHRIST. Without which 
all its Virtue, though boundleſs and inconceivable, 
will profit Us nothing. Thoſe particular Parts of the 
Body, may ſignify the perceptive and executive Facul- 
ties: in both which We offend, and for both which 
We need the great Propitiation. Of the two Birds 
You mention, one was to be 4i//ed, the other was to 
fly away, after it had been dipped in the Blood of 
its Fellow. Thus the LORD FESUS was cru— 
cified for our Sins: and We, being waſhed in his 
Blood; being intereſted in the Atonement of our 
holy Victim, and elder Brother; are acquitted from 
Guilt, and eſcape Condemnation. Concerning the 
Paſchal Lamb, it was particularly injoined, That the 
Fleſh ſhould not be eaten raw, nor ſodden with Water, 
but roaſted with Fire; and of every Burnt-Offering, 
the Fat and the Inwards were delivered up to the de- 
vouring Flame. All this was an Emblem of that tre- 
mendous Indignation, which. zs poured out like Fire; 
which ſeized our immaculate Sacrifice, that it might 
— polluted Sinners; and which muſt have con- 

umed utterly any MEDIATOR, who was leſs than 
infinite, or other than divine. 1 
a 


& St Pan! calls the Church of thoſe Times, O-, An Ia- 
fant or Babe. Gal. iv. 1, 3. 


© 23 Cor. Ni. 1. 
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Had You beheld our renowned Newton blowing 
up, with great Aſſiduity and Attention, his little 
watery Veficles into the Air; You would, perhaps, 
have deſpiſed the venerable Philoſopher, and have 
thought him little better than a hoary Idiot. But 
when You was told, that, in every one of theſe vo- 
latile ſopy Bubbles, He diſcovered the beauteous Co- 
lours of the Rain-bow ; and from this ſeemingly chil- 
diſh Experiment, He explained the Nature of that 
wonderful Arch; You would then entertain a dit- 
ferent Notion, both of the Man and of his Employ. — 
So, when You diſcern the bleſſed ZESUS Hocking 
through theſe Windows, and flouriſhing through theſe Lat» 
tices * of the Fewi/> Oeconomy; You will, I hope, 
conceive a higher Opinion of them, and derive richer 
Advantage from them. 

T her. There are ſeveral Perſons, as well as ritual 
Obſervances, of a very ſingular Character, men- 
tioned: in the Moſaic Law. The Leper, for Inſtance, 
the Nazarite, with others of the fame antiquated and 
groteſque Stamp. Which ſeem, to me, at leaſt, ſo 


many aumeaning Narratives ; that convey no manner 


of Edification to Readers in the preſent Age. 
I have frequently had an Inclination, and now I have 
a proper Opportunity, to aſk your Opinion upon theſe 
Points. 

Aſp. I thank you, Theron, for giving me the Hint. 
What You propoſe, is by no means foreign to the 
Topic of our Diſcourſe.— Thoſe Perſons. were truly 
remarkable ; neither are the Circumſtances of their 
Cale recorded in vain. They picture out in diſmal and 
delightful Colours, the Sinner and the SAVIOUR.— 
To know Ourſelves, and to know CHRIST, is true 
Wiſdom; is indeed the Conſummation of all Know- 
ledge. Here, We have a Lecture of hieroglyphical 
Inſtruction, on both thoſe important Subjects. 


* Cant. ii. 9. The ceremonial Inſtitutions of the Fexviſh Law 


are, with as much Truth as Ingenuity, called Evangelium ele- 
mentare & præliminare. 
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The Leper * was an Emblem of a Sinner. 


His 
Diſeaſe extremely affli&ive to Himſelf, and intolerably 
lothhſame to others. Sin likewiſe is the /oreft of all Mi- 
ſeries, to the Wretch who commits it; and moſt de- 


teſtably odious, to the GOD who forbids it. The 
Leper was ſecluded from the Benefits of Society, and all 
Communication with his Fellow- citizens. The Sinner 
alſo, while impenitent and unpardoned, is an Alien 
from the Commonwealth of Mael; without any En- 
joyment of the Comforts, or any Intereſt in the Privi- 


leges of the Goſpel. If He dies in this Condition, He 


muſt be for ever ut out from the Kingdom of Hea- 


ven; for ever cut off from the Preſence of the LORD. 
The Contagion was ſometimes /o pe/tilent,, that it 


not only tainted the Clothes of the Diſeaſed, but ſpread 


itſelf over the Walls of his Houſe, and infected the 
Timber of the Beams. It was ſometimes / raging and 
inveterate, that it could not be ſtopt, could not be era-. 
dicated, but by burning the Garment, and demoliſhing 
the Building. Does not this give Us a clear, but me- 
lancholy View, of original Corruption ? Which has 
transfuſed its Poiſon, through a// the Faculties of the 
Soul, and a the Members of the Body. Nor will 
ever be intirely expelled, till Death releaſes the former, 
and configns the latter to the Duſt. 

What could cure this terrible Diſtemper, even in its 
-ildeſt State? Not all the Balm of Gilead; not all the 
Drugs on a thouſand Hills; nothing but: the con/ecra- 
ted Oil and /acrificial Blood, duly applied by the High- 
Prieft. And what can heal the Diſorders of our fallen 
Souls ? So far heal them, as to purge away their Guilt, 
and ſubdue the Prevalence of their Iniquities? No Acts 
of Mortification, no Vigilance, nor any Efforts of our 
on; nothing but the atoning Death, and /andifying 
Spirit of the bleſſed JESUS. The Malignity and Vi- 
rulence of this Plague of the Heart, are abſolutely incor- 
rigible by any ether Expedient. But, bleſſed be divine 
Grace, this Remedy, provided by our great High-Prieſt, 
and adminiſtered by our great Phyſician, is ſovereign, 
and never fails. "A 

e 


# Levit, xiii. xiv. 
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The Caſe of the Nazarites * was the very reverſe 
of the State of the Leers. Her Nagarites, Jere- 
miah ſays, - were purer than Snow, they were whiter 
than Milk; they were more ruddy in Body than Rubies ; 
their Poliſhing was of Sapphires f. A faint Repreſen- 
tation of the only begotten SON, who is the farreft 
among ten thouſand; the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; both 
GOD and Man, in one facred, wonderful, adorable 
SAVIOUR. They, during the '['ime of- their Se- 
paration, abſtained from Wine ; withdrew from fecu- 
lar Buſineſs; avoided every Kind of Pollution; and 
dedicated themſelves, in an eſpecial Manner, to the 
Service of GOD. A Type of that g/orious Nazarite, 
who was ſeparated, for a Seaſon, from the Fruitions 
of Heaven: who was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, 
both in his Nature and all his Converſation: who ſanc- 
tified himſelf, and devoted his Life and Labours, hrs 
Soul and Body, to the Glory of his Father, and the 
Redemption of his People. The Naxzarites, when 
they had diſcharged their Vow, and were ceremonial- 
ly clean, yet were obliged to offer a Sin-Offerizg, a 
Burnt- Offering, and a Peace-Offering. So, the great 
REDEEMER, though he had perfectly obeyed all the 
preceptive Parts of the divine Law, yet was required 
to offer up a Sacrifice—even the incomparatly jp recibus 
Sacrifice of Himſelf in order to conſummate the W ork 
of our Salvation. | 

Ther. Have You a ſufficient Warrant, Aſpaſio, for 
this Strain of Interpretation? Is it ſound, is it rational, 
or conformable ro any authentic Standard of ſcriptural 
Expoſition? Methinks, it looks more like the Child 
ef Fancy, than the Offspring ef Judgment ; more like 
the Sally of a ſportive Imagination, than the Reſult of 
a ſober Diſquiſition. 

You cannat be ignorant, how the ruling Paſſion 
tinctures the whole Conduct. Hence it is, I appre- 
hend, that your religious Inamoratoes find heavenly 
Beauties, where Scripture intended no more than na- 
tural Truths. Hence it is, that they turn plain Facts 

Numb. vi. Tf Lam. iv. 7. 
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into profound Figures, and allegorize common Senſe in- 
to pious Abſurdity. Have You never ſeen the my/?ic 
Interpretations of ſome antient, and I may add, ſome 
modern Divines? The Honeſty of their Deſign is 
tranſparent, and the Piety of their Lives is unqueſti- 
onable; otherwiſe, We ſhould be tempted to ſuſpect, 
that they meant to burleſque the Scriptures, and diſ- 
grace their Author. 

Who can ever perſuade Himfelf, that the ſupreme- 
ly wife GOD, would fend Us to ſearch for a Body of 
Divinity, in a Bundle of Rods? Or ſet Us to ſpin alk 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, from a few Fleeces of 
Wool, ring-fraked, ſpeckled, and grizled? Thus to 
expound the Scriptures, is, not to open them clearly, 
and apply them judiciouſly, but rather to whip them 
into Froth®. 

Aſp. We have the Authority of our LORD Him- 
ſelf. Who has informed Us-»— That the brazen Ser- 
gent lifted up in the Wilderneſs , was figurative of 
his own Suſpenſion and Death on the Croſs. That 
the Temple, built on Mount Sion, was typical of his 
immaculate Body, in which dwelt all the Fulneſs of 
the GODHEAD f.— That the Prophet, Jonah lodged 
in the Belly of the Whale, and diſcharged from that 
ſtrange Confinement, on the third Day; was an Em- 
blem of his own deſcending into the . and ſing 
again before his Fleſh ſaw 838 

We have alſo the Teſtimony and the Practice of the 
chiefeſt of the Apoſtles ſor our Warrant. He aſſures 
Us, That the Rock ſmitten by Moſes had a Reference 
to CARISTS; who was wounded for our Sins, and 
is the Foundation of our Hopes. That the Waters, 
iſſuing at the Stroke, were ſignificative of thoſe ſpiri- 
tua! Beiſings which flow ſrom a crucified SAVIOUR. 
That, as the former fe//;wwed the Sons of Jacob, thro' 
all the Circumvolutions of their tedious journey; the 
latter accompany the Diſciples of JESUS, in every 

tage 


* Luther uſed to call ſuch far-fetched and unnatural Allegories, 
S umam Scriptusæ. | 
+ John ili. 14. 1 John ii. 19, 21. Col. ii 9. Matt. 
XV. 39, 40. 8 1 Cor. x. 4. | 
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Stage of their earthly Pilgrimage. Let the great 
Teacher of the Gerzti/es be our Expoſitor, and We 
ſhall ſee the Veil of the Temple dignified with a Signi- 
ficancy, richer far than its coſtly Materials, and curi- 
ous Workmanſhip. Its Silk and Embroidery exhibit, 
to the Eye of Faith, the pure and fpotleſs Fleſh of 
CHRIST*®. As, by rending the material Veil, the 
Holy of Holies became wi/ible and acceſſible; ſo, by 
wounding the Body, and ſpilling the Blood of CHRIST, 
the GOD of Heaven was manifeſted, and the Way to 
Heaven ofened. | 

Every Reader muft admire thoſe divided Waves ; 


which, inſtead of overwhelming the //raelites with a a 


reſiſtleſs Deluge, ſtood like a Wall of Defence on their 
Right-hand and on their Left, as they marched thro' 
the Depths of the Sea. Every Reader muſt admire 
that ccnderful Cloud, which hung like a wide extend- 
ed Canopy over the Hoſts of /frae/; and ſcreened 
them from the annoying Sun-beams, as they paſſed 
through the ſultry Deſart.— Our Admiration muſt be 
heightened, when We find that, which was a Cloud 
by Day, becoming a Pillar of Fire by Night; and il- 
inminating their Camp with the moſt amazing, as well 
as the moſt chearing Splendor. But St. Paul diſ- 
cerned a greater Glory, and a deeper Deſign, in theſe 
unparalleled Events. The People, He ſays, avere bap- 
tized unto Moſes, in the Cleud and in the Sea +. Theſe 
{ymbolically repreſented, The Baptiſm of Water, and 
of Fire; or the Application of CHRIS T's Blood to 
our Souls, and the Efhcacy of his SPIRIT on our 
Hearts. In the former of which conſiſts our Juſtifi- 
cation; from the latter of which, proceeds our Sanc- 
tification. 

I fear, You will think my Diſcourſe, ſomewhat like 
the Journey juſt now mentioned; but I muſt not whol- 
ty omit the Epiſtle to the Hebrews. Which, of all 
others, is the moſt wnexceptionable Vindication, as well 
as the faultleſs Model of allegorical Expoſition. It 
is delightful to obſerve, what Propriety of Addreſs, 
the inſpired Writer uſes. He ſpeaks to the Jesus, in 


* Heb, x. 20, + 1 Cor. x. a. 
L. 5 thei? 
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their own Way : alludes to their own Uſages, Ordi- 
nances, and Ceremonies: proves them to be Types of, 
and Guides to, a more clear, a more benign, and in- 


all reſpects a more excellent + Oeconomy. More par- 


ticularly He diſplays the tranſtendent Superiority of 
CHRIST and his Gifts, even. to. thoſe Perſons and 
Privileges, which they held in. the higheſt Eſteem. 
Theſe, like the Morning Star, were introductory to, 
yet totally eclipſed by the riſing Sun. 

They had exalted Apprehenſions of the angelic Ex- 
cellencies. The Apoſtle therefore celebrates the RE- 
DEEMER, as the LORD whom Angels obey, as the 
GOD whom Angels adore. They always reckoned. 
Maſes to be the firff Favourite of Heaven, and chief 
among the Children of Men. He lets them know, 
that Moſes, with all his extraordinary Endowments... 
was but a Serwant in the Houſe of JESUS. It was his 


_ greateſt Honour, to be the Harbinger of this Prince of. 


Peace. As the Prieſthood and Sacrifices were ſome 
of their diſtinguiſhing Privileges ; He ſhews the Pre- 
eminence of CHRIST's Office to all the Aaronic Or- 
ders. He demonſtrates the extenſive and everlaſting 
Efficacy of his one Atonement, in preference to the. 
awhole Series of the Levitical Oblations. 

Ther. Thus interpreted, I muſt acknowledge, the 
Book of Lewitical Ceremonies is fignificart and edifying. 
Whereas, abſtracted from this evangelical Improve- 

ment,. 


+ He ſtyles the legal Oblations, and indeed the whole Service 
of the Fewiſh Sanctuary, The Example and Shadow of heavenly, 
Things ; or of CHRIST FESUS, and evangelical Worſhip, and 
ſpiritual Bieflings, Heb. viii. 5. T , the Pattern: 
ſomewhat like the Strokes, penciled out upon a Piece of fine- 
Linen; which preſent You with the Figure of Sprigs, of Leaves, 
and of Flowers; but have not yet received their ſplendid Colours, 
their: curious Shades, and beautiful Inrichments, from the La- 


bours of the Needle. —Zxix, A ſhadowy Repreſentation ; which 
gives You ſome dim and imperfect Idea of the Body; but not 
the fine Features, not the diſtinguiſhing Air, none of thofe living 
Graces, which adorn the real Perſon — Yet, both the Pattern 
and the Shadow lead our Minds to ſomething nobler than them- 
ſelves. The Pattern, to that which compietes it; the Shadow, ta. 
that which occaſions it, 
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ment, nothing can be more empty and jejune. I once 
thought, that, to peruſe thoſe obſolete Canons, was 
like fitting down to an Entertainment of dry Bones. But, 
if ſuch be their Import, they may yield Marrow and 
Fatneſs to the attentive Mind. 

Due Care, however, ſhould be taken, not to ſuppoſe 
a Type, where there is no apparent Foundation of A- 
nalogy in the Thing itſelf ; or no Hint of this Nature 
given us by the unerring SPIRIT. Left, inſtead of 
being guided by Truth, We are bewildered by Fancy. 
And, when either or both theſe Handles preſent 
themſelves, I think, We ſhould beware of ſtraining 
the Subject, beyond the Bounds of a j and reaſona- 
ble Compariſon. Leit, initead of hing the Clue, 
We itretch it till it breaks. 
not obſerved, the Senſe of Scripture will lie ſo deep, 
or be removed to ſuch a Diſtance ; that none but Per- 
ſons of the molt acute Diſcernment can ſind it, or none 
but Perſons of the moſt excurfive Imagination can reach 
it. If the ſecond is not regarded, the Meaning of 
thoſe divine Volumes will become ſo wague and wola- 
tile, that there will hardly remain any Poſlibility of al- 
certaining or fixing it. | 

ip. As to the Expedience and Neceſſity of theſe 
cautionary Limitations, I have the Pleaſure of agree- 
ing intirely with my Friend. Let our Fancy ſubmit 
to the Reins of Judgment, otherwite her Excurſions 
will be ac and /awleſs, Let our Zeal borrow the 
Eyes of Diſcretion, otherwiſe her Efforts will be blind 
and extravagant. And let all, thus tempered, thus 
regulated, be under the Influence of enlightening 
Grace. Then, to ſpiritualize the antient Scriptures, 
will be to convert the Stones of the Sanctuary into the 
Jewels of a Crown; and to fetch, not Water only, but 


Milk and Honey from the flinty Rock. 


Then, how pleaſing mult it be, as well. as inffruc- 
tive, to diſcover the blefled JESU, in all the Inſti- 
tutions of the Moſaic Law !-—To ſee his Ircarna- 
tion prefigured by the Feaſt of Tabernacles *. When 
the Iſraelites were to relinquiſh their Houſes, and 

1 lodge 
* Levit. XXi!t. 34, 40, 42. 


It the firſt Caution is 


— 
2 
— 


— A.. 
1 
- — ̃ —-„— —y—- — 


6 DIALOGUE tf 


lodge in Booths. Even as the Son of GOD left the 
Boſom of his Father, and the Seats of Bliſs, to inha- 
bit a Cottage of Clay, and ſojourn in a Vale of 
Tears.—To ſee our ſpotleſs and divine Victim, typi- 
cally ſlain at the joyful Solemnity of the Paſſover, and 
the anniverſary Faſt of Expiation.—To ſee his Death, 
that ineſtimable Ranſom tor our Souls, preſented to 
our Faith in every Morning and Evening Sacrifice 4: 
his Interceſſton, that prevailing Recommendation of our 
Prayers, moſt ſweetly expreſſed by the rich Incenſe, 
which attended the ſacred Rite. To ſee the vari- 
ous Methods of Purification; ſome pointing at the 
Fountain , opened for Sin and for Uncleanneſs in our 
REDEEMER's bleeding Heart ; others referring to 
thoſe ſanctifying Operations of the SPIRIT, which act 
&s a Refiner's Fire ſ, or as Fuller's Sope. To ſee, 
in the City of Refuge F, that perfect Security, which 
CHRIST's meritorious Sufferings in our Stead, afford 
to every penitent and believing Sinner. 

If it was fo very affecting and ſo very encouraging to 
Eneas, when He beheld the Story of the Trejan He- 
roes, pictured upon the Walls of the Carthaginian Tem- 
ple © ; what Satisfaction and Joy muſt ariſe in the Chri- 
ſtian's Breaſt, when He perceives the amiable Linea- 
ments of his everlaſting Friend, pourtrayed in all the 
Peculiarities of the Jew Worſhip, and in the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Events of the Jef Hiſtory ! This 
muſt inexpreſſibly endear the Bible to his Affections. 
This ſpreads Life and Glory through every Page of that 
bleſſed Book. 

Ther. How ſoon is this Walk finiſhed! How im- 
perceptibly has the Time ſtole away Theſe Gar- 
den-Gates I always uſed to approach with a particular 


| Complacency. They ſeemed to afford me a welcome 


Retreat from the Impertinence and. Vanity of the 
World. Now, methinks, I enter them with Reluc- 


tance. Becauſe, they are likely to put a Period to this 


agreeable Converſation. ——However, as my Aſpaſio 
| enters 
+ Exod. xxix. 38, 39. t Excd. xxix. 4. Pal. li. 7. 
Numb. xxxi. 23. Ia. iv. 4. Numb. xxxv. II, 12. 


Virg. Kn. I. 


1 9 Wl 


DIALOGUE TV. 85 


enters with me, I am reconciled, I am ſatisfied. It 
will be in his Power to reſtore the Pleaſure, that muſt 
now be interrupted. And this is what I ſhall ere long 
requeſt ; becauſe I have not ſpoke my whole Mind up- 
on the preſent Subject. 

Aſp. Whenever you think proper, Theron. This 
is, to me, a favourite Subject: and not to me only, 
but to incomparably better Judges. —'The Man, who 
had been caught up into the third Heavens, and ſeen 
the Viſions of GOD, determined to know nothing but 


JESUS CHRIST and Him crucified *.—At the grandeft 


Aſſembly, that ever was convened on Earth, this fur- 


niſhed the principal, if not the only Topic of Converſa- 
tion. 


the Burden of the Song; Thou waſt lain, and haſt re- 
deemed Us to GOD by thy Blood . 


DIALOGUE IV. 


TRERON. 


I MUST now defire my Apaſio to inform me, What 
that grand Aſſembly was, (which He mentioned in 
the Cloſe of our laſt Diſcourſe) and where convened ? 

Aſp. Can't you gueſs, Theron ? Was it in the 
Plains of Thef/aly; when Xerxes drew together the 
Forces of more than half the known World, and ap- 
peared at the Head of all the Potentates of the Eaſt ? 
— Was it in the Reman Forum ; when the Senators 
were aſſembled in their Robes, and the Barbarians 
took them for a Synod of Gods ? No; it was on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. Where the Son of the 


true 


» x Cor. ii. 2. + Rev, v. 9. 


And in that World, where the Voice.of Joy 
and Thankſgiving is perpetually heard, this conſtitutes 
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true GOD, the LORD of eternal Glory, ſhone forth 


in ſome of his ce/e/tial and native Splendor, with 
Garments white as the Snow“, and a Countenance 
bright as the Sun. Where he converſed with two- 
of his moſt diſtinguiſbed Saints, juſt come down from 
the Regions of Bliſs and Immortality: with Mz/es 
the great Deliverer of the Law, and with Elijah the 
reſolute Reſtorer of its Honours. Where he was at- 
tended. by three of his principal Ambaſſadors; who 
were to.-be the Reformers of Mankind, and the. Lights 
of the: World. 

This, I think, is the moſt venerable and auguſt Aſ- 
ſembly, that the Annals of Hiſtory have recorded. 
And what was the Topic of Converſation amongſt theſe 
illuſtrious Pertonages Not the Affairs of State, 
nor the Revolutions of Empire; not the curious Re- 
fi nements of Literature, nos the wonderful Diſcove- 
ries of Fhiloſophy; but the igneminious and bloody Exit, 
which the divine 7 ESUS was ſoon to make at Jeru/a- 
lem. This: Circumſtance, methinks, ſhould recom- 
mend the Subject to our frequent Diſcourſe ; even 
though ic was leſs eminent, for intrinfic Dignity,” and 
comfortable Import. | 

Talking in. this manner, they arrive at the Park. 
Which, the Moment You enter, fills the View with its 
bold, inlarged, and magnificent Sweep. It was di- 
verſified with level and riſing Ground. Here, ſcooped 
into mimic Amphitheatres ; with the Deer pendent ” 

oY the 

Mark ix. 3. The Evangeliſt's Deſcription is, like the Scene, 
remarkably bright : amd the Gradation of his Images, is almoſt as 


worthy of Obſervation, as the memorable Fa&.—The Garments 


were Wwhite—exceeding white—white as the Snow——whiter than 
any Fuller on Earth could make them ſurpaſſing all the Works 
of Art, equalling the firſt and fineſt Productions of Nature.— 


Nay, fo great was the Luſtre, that it g/iftered (sysero piGorrs) 
like the Lightening, and even dazzled the Sight. 

'+ Does not this very delicately, yet very ſtrongly intimate, 
That the Sufferings and Death of CHRIST, were the principal 
End of the Moſaic Inftitutions, and the principal Subject of the 
Propbetic Teachings ? For is it not natural to ſuppoſe, that Moſes 


and Elijab intended, when miniſtering on Earth, that very Thing, 
which their Converſation dwelt upon, when they delcended from. 


Heaven? 
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the little Summit, or ſhooting down the eaſy Precipice.. 
There, raiſed into gentle Fillocks - ſome of which 
were canopeed with a large, ſpreading,. ſolitary Oak; 
others were tufted with a Cluſter of tapering and ver- 
dant Elms. Two or three Caſtades, gleaming from 
afar, as they poured along. the graſſy Slope, gave a 
pleaſing Variation to the Proſpect. While they flar- 
tled the timorous unexperienced: Fawns, with their 
foaming Current and watery Roar. Grandeur and: 
Simplicity ſeemed to be the Genius of the Place. Eve 
ry Thing breathed an. Air of noble Negligence, and: 
artleſs Majeſty. 

In the Center of all, roſe a curious romantic Mount. 
ts Form was exa&ly round, ſomewhat like a Sugar- 
loaf, lopt off a little below the Point. — Not co-eval: 
with Nature, but the Work of human Induſtry. 
Thrown up, 'tis ſuppoſed, in thoſe perilous Times, 
when Britain was alarmed by foreign Invaſions, or 
bled with inteſtine Wounds. It was covered, all 
around, with Elder-ſhrubs : whoſe Ranks, gradually. 
riſing, and ſpreading Shade above Shade, compoſed a 
kind of eroody Theatre: through which. were ſtruck 
two or three ral Walks; leading, by a: gentle Aſcent, 
and, under embowering Verdure, to the Summit. At 
proper Intervals, and on every Side of the Hill, were. 
formed little Arborets ; with Apertures, cut through 
the Boughs, to admit a Proſpect of the Country. 
In one or other of theſe leafy Boxes, You command, 
at every Hour of the Day, either the Sun or the Shade. 
All along the winding, Avenues, and all around: 
the beauteous Reſts, ſprung Daffedils, Primreſes, and. 
Violets : which, mingling with Hyacinths and Couflips,, 
compoled many a. charming Piece of natural Moſaic. 

How agreeable, as they climb the circling Path, to. 
reflect on the happy Change, that has now taken Place! 
Where ſtecly Helmets gleamed, or brazen Shield, 
claſhed, the Goldfinches. twitter their Loves, and diſ- 
play. their painted Plumes. The Dens of Rapine, or 
the horrid, Haunts of Bloodſhed, are become the Re- 
treats of calm Contemplation, and friendly Converſe. 
In yonder lower Spaces, where the armed Troops 
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were wont to patrol ; from whence they made Excur- 
ſions, to ravage the Villages, or terrify the Swains 
the Fallow-Deer trip lightly, or the Full. headed Stags: 
ſtand at Bay. 

From a ſmall Eminence, but at a conſiderable 
Diſtance, guſhed a couple of Springs. Which, ram- 
bling through a Grove, loſt one another in the 
ſhady Labyrinth. Emerging, at length, from the 
Gloom, they approached nearer and nearer, and 
fell into Embraces at the Foot of this Hill. They 
rolled, in amicable Conjunction, along the pebbly 
Channel, that encircles its Baſis; and added their 
ſeber Melody to the fprightly Warbling of the Birds.— 
Flowing off in one common Stream, they formed the 
hne Pieces of Water, which beautified the Park. 
From thence, they ſtole into the Meadow, and wi- 
dened into a River. There, enamoured as it were 
with each other, thev glide by wealthy Towns, and. 
{weep through flowery Vales ; regardleſs of the b/oom- 
ing Tovs, that deck the one, and of the noi/y Crowds, 
that throng the other. | 

So, ſaid A/pa/io, may Theron and his Selina, plea- 
ſing and pleaſed with each other, paſs through the 
buſy and the amuſing Scenes of Life; neither cap- 
tivated by the one, nor anxious for the other. With 
ſuch harmonious Agreement, and indiſſoluble Union, 
may they purſue the Courſe, marked out by Provi- 
dence ; their Happineſs increaſing, and their Uſeful- 
neſs inlarging, as they draw nearer the Ocean of all 
Good. hen, parted by a gentle Stroke of Fate, like 


the Waters of ſome ample Stream ſevered 79 the Piers , 


of an intervening Bridge, may they ſpeedily reunite / 
Reunite in conſummate Bliſs, and never be ſeparated. 
more |! 

Ther. I thank You: 4ſpafio, for your affectionate 
Compliment. Nor can I wiſh You, by way of Re- 
turn; 2 greater Recompence, than the continual Ex- 
erciſe of ſuch a benevolent Temper. For, to exerciſe 
Benevolence, is to enjoy the moſt refined and exalted 
Pleaſure; ſuch as makes the neareſt Approaches to 
the Felicity of the eternal Mind; who, as the Scrip- 
ture 


DIALOG UE N. 89 


ture moſt beautifully ſpeaks, has Pleaſure in the Pro/- 
perity of his Servants, 

But while We are ſeated on this Mount, our Situ- 
ation remind Us of (what You juſt now mentioned) 
the grand Conference relating to the Death of CHR ST : 
A Buſineſs, which you have indeed accounted for; 
but in a Manner, that may be thought not the moſt 
honourable to the divine Attributes. 

Aſp. J have repreſented it, as a Ranſom for our 
Souls, and a Sacrifice for our Sins. If You difapprove 
my Account, be pleaſed to ſavour me with your own. 
For what Purpoſe, according to your Opinion, did- 
that ever bleſſed Perſon die ? 


Ther. To confirm the Truth of his Doctrine, and 


leave Us a Pattern of the moſt perfect Reſignation. 
Aſp. Theſe are truly noble Ends; yet theſe, though 
noble, were not the on/y, were not the principal De- 
ſigns of that great Event. For upon ſuch a Suppoſi- 
tion, where 1s the Difference between the Death of 
CHRIST, and the Death of the Martyrs ? They con- 
firmed the Truth of the Gofpel. In heir Sufferings 
was Goodneſs and Obedience; the fame in Quality, 
though not in Degree. Upon fuch a Suppoſition, what: 
Benefit could the antient Patriarchs receive from the 
REDEEMER? Since None could be improved by the 


Example of his Patience, or the Pattern of his Obe- 


dience, til] they were adfuelly exhibited Or how 
could CHRIST be ſtiled, The Lamb ſlain f. on. the 
Feud tion of the World“; The Advantages of whoſe 
Death, commenced from the very Beginning, as they 
will be pr1onged even to the End of Time. 

Not to depend on conſequential Arguments, let Us 
hear the expre/s Declaration of our divine Maſter Him- 
ſcli: This 7s my Blood, which is hed for what? To 
give Credibility to my Goſpel, or yield an Example 
of intire Reſignation ? Rather—for the Remiſſion of 
Sius T. Will any One attempt to make the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, and the Propofal of a Pattern, or the 
Ratifcation of a Doctrine, Hnonimous Terms. 


They, 


® Rev. xili. 8. + Matth. xxvi. 28. 
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They, who can torture and tranſmute the genuine Senſe 
of Words, at this extraordinary Rate, may anetamor- 
Phoſe any Expreſſion into any Meaning. 

If then We would conſider our LO R D's Death, 
in its due Amplitude; We muſt conſider it, both as a 
Pattern of Piety, and as a Ranſom for Sinners. We 
mult neither ſeparate nor confound theſe very diſtinct, 
yet very conſiſtent Effects. 

Ther. Is it not inconſiſtent with the acknowledged 
Principles of Juſtice, That the Innocent ſhould be pu- 
niſhed, inſtead of the Offender ? 

Ap. If the innocent Perſon has an abfolute Power 
over his own Life; ævillinaly ſubſtitutes it in the Place 
of the Guilty ; and, by his vicarious Sufferings, fully 
anſwers all the Purpoſes of a rixhteous Government ;— 


In this Caſe, which was the Cate with our LORD, I 


fee not the leaſt Repugnancy to the Rules of Juſtice. 
The Bible, that authentic Tranſcript of the Coun- 
ſels of Heaven, avows; and by avowing, vindicates 
the Practice. The LORD hath laid on Him the Ini- 
quity of Us all * made all our Crimes to fall upon the 
unblameable 


* Tai. liii. 6. 1) Dr made to meet, or fall upon, in an 
holtile, vindictive Manner; with a Deſign to take Vengeance, or 
inflict Death; as an armed Man falls upon his Enemy, or a fierce 
Lion on the kelpleis Larab. This is by far the moſt uſua! Siguifi- 
cation of the Phraſe. 

could not obſerve, without Surpriſe and Sorrow, the late At- 
tempt of à learned Writer, to interpret away the Force and Spirit 
of this Text: He ſays, „the Word We tranſlate barb laid, is 
„the ſame that We render meet, Exod. xxiii. 4. If Thou meet 
«c. thine- Enemies Ox or Aſs going aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring them 
« back to Him again. And the Meaning is, By Him. the LORD 
& hath cauſed to meet, and ſtop the Inquities of Us all, wherein 
Vie have wandered from Him.“ 

Not to inquire, whether the Language be conſonant to Gram» 
mar; I ſhall only examine, whether the Senſe is ſuitable to Scrip- 
ture. According to this Gentleman s Idea, the Prophet's Doc- 
trine is as fol.ows; Our Sins were running away, like a ſtray 
« Sheep, or like a wandering Ox. But they were met by 
« CHRIST; who graciouſly turned them back, and reſtored. 
e them to their rightful Owner.''—To avoid this glaring Impro- 
priety, our Author has add-d a kind of Salvo; e to turn Us back 
« to Himſelf, who is the Shepherd ot Souls. Hut this is to de- 
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unblameable REDEEMER, and take that Ven- 
geance of Him, which was due to Us.—He ſuffered, 
lays the Apoſtle, the Juſt for the Unju/t * ; that, by 
expiating our Guilt, He might bring Us to G O D— 
now, to his gracious Favour— hereafter to his bliſsful 
Preſence. 

You will permit me to add a Paſſage, from our com- 
mon Favourite Milton. Becauſe, it is no leſs beautiful 
in itſelf, than it is pertinent to the Occaſion.— ah, 
pleading in behalf of fallen Men, thus adcreites his 
Almighty FATHER; 


— Man, dead in Sins and loſt, 
Atonement for bis Himſelf, or Offering meet 
Indebted and undone I) hath none to bring. 

Behold me then ]. Me fer Him ! Life for Life 

F offer. On me let thine Anger fall. 
Account me Man: 1 for his Jake will leave 

Thy Boſom, and this Glory next to Thee 

Freely put off ; and for Him laſtly die 

Wellipleas d; on me let Death wreak all his Rage +. 


Ther. The fine Imagination of a Poet, will hardly 
paſs for a deciſive Argument. When we are ſearching 
after Truth, We mutt attend to the Dictates of Reaſen, 
not follow the Vagaries of Fancy. And Reaſon; Appa- 
io, remonſtrates againſt your Notion of a vicarious 
Sacrifice. Reaſon ! that primary Guide, and final Teſt, 
both in diſcovering and determining the Senſe of Scrip- 


ture. 
App. 


part from the Prophet's Subject; who is ſpeaking not of Us, but 
of vs Iniguities, This is to depart from the Tenour of bis ten, 
Explication : If He adheres to the Clue, which He borrows from 
the Book of Exodus, what I have repreſented, is the unavoidable 
Conſequence. 

See! to what wretched Shifts; diſhonourable to the Word of 
G O D, and even to the Art of Ciiticiſm, They muſt have re- 
courſe! Who reſule to acknowledge, the real Subſtiturrlf of 
* HRIST in our Stead, and the proper Atonement made by his 

ath. 


* 1 Pet. iii. 18. + Milton, B. III. 233. 
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Aſp. Suppoſe You then, my dear Theron, that None 
are in poſſeiſion of Reaſon, but the Pupils of Secixus, and 
the Zealots for Dei/m ? Or, that none make uſe of Rea- 
ſon, in their religious Inquiries, but Men of this Mould ? 


Wrong nit the Chriſtian, think not Reaſon yours; 
77 Reaſon our great Maſter holds ſo dear; 

Ti Reaſon's injur'd Rights his Wrath reſents ; 

'Tis Reaſon's Voice obey'd his Glories crown. 

T hrough Reaſon' Wounds alone thy Faith can die 


Poets, You ſee, are far from diſclaiming Reaſon. E- 
qually far is Chriſtianity from diſcarding the ſober, the 
ſandified Uſe of this noble Faculty. When Reaſon is un- 
der the Influence and Direction of the divine SPIRIT, 
We have the ſame high Opinion of Excellence, as You. 
And, when thus regulated, We have, IJ am perſuaded, 
the Sanction of her Authority, for all our Sentiments. 

Reaſon, as She operated in the Sages of the Heathen 
World, inſtead of rejecting, approved and adopted this 
very Scheme. Approved it, even under the Diſadvan- 
tage of a mutilated, disfigured, and extremely impaired 


Form. The current Language of the Clatlic. Authors, 


and almoſt every Hiftorian of Greece and. Rome, are 
Vouchers for the Truth of this Obſervation +.—As the 
Gentiles were unanimous in the Cuſtom of offering Sa- 
crifices, and equally unanimous in ſuppoſing their vi- 
carious Nature, fo alſo are the JFewih Writers. 

Ther. What Man of Senſe, pays any Regard to the 
Fewiſh Writers? Legendary they are, and extravagant 


to the laſt Degree. Dotards I might call them, rather 


than Writers. | 

Aſp. Lhey are, I believe, extravagant enough in 
their Comments upon. Scripture. But they relate, 
with ſufficient Exactneſs and Fidelity, the prewvailing 


Belief of their Nation. In this Caſe, their Teſtimo- 


ny is as unexceptionable ; as in the:other, their No- 
tions are chimerical. .- Now, had it been a miſtaken 
Belief, furely our bleſſed L O KD, that infaliible 
Judge, and impartial Reprover, would have teſtified 


his. 


* Night-Thoughts, N“. IV. 
+ See the Note, in Dia ogue III. pag. 76, 77. 
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his Diſapprobation of it. Sureiy his Diſciples, who 


were actuated by the unerring and undaunted Spirit of 
their Maſter, would have entered their Proteſt againſt 
it. Surely St. Vaul, in his Epiſtle to that very People, 
and in his Treatiſe- on that very Subject, would have 
ſet Himſelf to rc&ify ſuch an Error; and have weeded 
out the Tares, betore He ſowed the good Seed. But 
there is not the leaſt Hint of this Kind, in all the Diſ- 
courſes of our SAVIOUR, or in all the Writings of his 
Apoſtles. 

They ſpeak to a People, who were accuſtomed to 
look upon their Sacrifices, as piacular Oblations “, and 
a typical Expiation of Guilt. They ſpeak of our 
REDEEMER's Crucifixion, and the Benefits of his 
Death, in the ſacrificial Ferms, that were of current 
U/e, and eftabliſbed Signification. If therefore the po- 
pular Opinion was improper, their Manner of Ex- 
preſſion and Addreis; muſt be calculated rather to au- 
thenticate Error, than to propagate 'Truth.--- So that, 
i think, even the Silence of the inſpired Penmen on this 
Occaſion; is but little inferior to a loud Atteſtation. 
Did they only fav nothing againff the Doctrine of Satiſ- 
faction by Sacrifice; it would, in effect, and Cir- 
Zumitances conſidered, be ſaying Abundance for it. 
— hut they are very copious and explicit upon the 
Point. 

Ther. Where are they ſo copious ? If You have ſuch 
a Heap of their Allegations, it will be eaſy to pick out 
a ſew, and give Us a Specimen. 

Aſp. It is as eaſy, Theron, as it is delightful.--- Me/- 
fiah jhall be cut off, ſays the Prophet Danicl, but not 
for Himſelf +.---For whom then, and for V/hat? I/aiab 
informs Us concerning both: For the Tranſgreſlion of my 
Perle was He ftricken Þ. ---Becauſe, this is an Article 
of the laſt Importance, it is repeated, it is confirmed, 
it is explained, with the moſt remarkable Particularity: 
He uus wounded for our Tranſgreſſians; He was bruiſed 

for cur Iniquities ; the Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon 
| Him, 
* This, I think, is inconteſtably proved by Ot um, in his Trea- 
tile De Sacrſiciis. 
+ Dan. ix. 26, 1 Ifai. liii. 8. 
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Him, and with his Stripes We are healed x. Our LORD 


| himſelrafferts the ſame 'I'ruth in the very ſame Style; / 


am the god Shepherd, and lay down my Life for the Sheep+. 
---dt. Paul, in a Mu titude of Paſſages, ſet his Seal to 
this momentous Doctrine.---St, Peter maintains it, in 
very forcible Words; Who his own Self bare our Sins in 
his own Body on the Tree J. 

The ſacred Writers not only aſſert this capital Arti- 
cle, but uſe every Diverſity of Speech, in order to 
give it the fulleft Evidence, and the frongeft Eftabliſh- 
ment. He made Reconcilation for the Sins of the Peo- 
ple g. JESUS CHRIST the Righteous is the Propitiation 
for our Sins |. He lowed Us, and waſhed Us from our 
Sins in his own Blood. He was made Sin for Us, 
though He knew no Sin Th. | 

Ther. No body makes any Objection to theſe Texts. 
But the Senſe, the ge Senſe of ſuch Phraſes, is the 
Thing in Queſtion. 

Aſp. What You call the Queſtion, to me appears 
fo plain, as not to want a Deciſion, or admit of a 
Doubt. 

However, ſince You ſeem to demand a eritical Scru- 
tiny, it will not be thought pedantic, if I make an Ob- 
ſervation or two upon the original Languayes.---The 
Chaſiiſement of our Peace, or o The Puniſh- 
ment neceſſary to obtain our Peace, ww a inflicted por 
Him. The Prophet conſiders GOD, under the Charac- 
ter of a righteous Judge, inſiſting upon Satisfaction to 
his violated Law. Which being thoroughly made, his 
Juſtice acquieſces ; He has no farther Demand; but 
is reconciled to the Offender. Thus Peace is made by 
the Blood of the Crofs Th. 

He 

® Tai. in. 5. + John x. 15. 

t 1 P. ii. 24. Very forcible Words indeed. —Or— 
GUT OG; —— LhAGERT IHE THY — EY TW TWEETS cc — He bare HH n:- 
ſelf bare— our Sins—in bis cwn Body. Part cularly intended, 
One wou'd imagine, to make the Article of our LORD's vica- 
rious Sufferings, clear beyond all Miſapprehenſion, and ſure beyoad 
all Doubt. 

§ Heb. ii. 17. | x John ii. 2. 
IF 2 Cor. v.30; I Col, i. 20. 


2 Rev. i. 5 
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He gaVe Himſelf avTIAUTECY UTFER ”. Ranſom for All. 
If this does not imply the Notion of vicariout, I very 
much queſtion, whether Language itſelf can expreſs it 
— AvTpov, is a Ranſom; which conveys a vicarious 
Senſe, in its moſt common and authorized Acceptation. 
— Ayrs, which is equivalent to i»ftead, ſtill more fully 
aſcertains and ſtrengthers the Idea—"reg, which is tran- 
Aated for, and denotes a Subſtitution of One in the 
Place of Another ; this added to all, renders the 
Expreſſion as determinate and emphatical for the Pur- 
poſe, as Words can poſſibly be. | 
Shall Targue from a more obvious Topic, which 
has no fuch Dependence on the preciſe Significancy of 
the Original? —Surely, ſays the Prophet: He ſpeaks 
with Vehemence, as of an Affair that is very weighty ; 
He ſpeaks with Confidence, as of a Fact that is very 
certain: He hath borne our Griefs, and carried our Son- 
rows I. What can this mean, but He hath taken upon 


Himſelf tat Affliction, and thoſe Miſeries, which pro- 


perly belonged to Us ?---Let us read on, and this 
Meaning will preſent itſelf, in the cleareſt View. 
Ve did efteem Him ſtricken, ſmitten of GOD, and afiied : 
We took Him for Freal Malefactor, and thought that 


He 
6 x Tun. it. 6. 
+ Atzouebea uTee Xeire, We beſeech You in CHRIST”"s Head. 


1 Cor. v. 20.— I veg 08 axon wo, That in thy flead He 
might hawe miniſtered unto me, Philem. ver. 13, As I was con- 
ſidering the Force of this Argument, a certain ſour looking gloo- 
my Perſon came in my way; and deſired, I would introduce Him 
to Theron and Aſpaſio, as an Evidence for fixing the Signification of 


the Prepoſition vrt, when ſpoken of the Death of CRRIST. — 
I mult confeſs, I did not like his Appearance, at the ſirſt Sight; 
and do not know, that any body has made ule of Him, on this 
Occaſion. But St. Jan ſtood by, and ſaid; “ Introduce Him. 
« He prophecies ia this Inſtance.” —Pertaps, the Reader is at a 
loſs to gueſs, M bom I mean. To keep Him no longer in Sul- 
pence, I mean Caiapbas the High Prieſt, — He bears the toilowing 
Teſtimony ; IT 18 EXPEDIENT FOR Us, THAT ONE Man 
Dit FORTE PEOPLE, AND, THAT THE WHOLE NATION 
PERISH NOT. — Now, as to periſh ſigniſies, not only to div, but 
to die miſerably ; if One dies for all, that all may not dic meta- 
bly, J cannot but think, He muſt die INSTEAD of All. ce 
Fobn xi. 50, 


t Lai. lili. 4. 
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He was puniſhed for his own Miſconduct. In oppoſiti- 


on to vwilch injurious and falſe Surmiſe, it is added; 
But He a wounded for cur Trenſgreſſions, He avas bruſca 


for eur In quities. May I not here borrow the Pro- 
phet's Lsnguage, and tay with an Air of certainty ? 
Surely ? this is the plaineſt Proof in the World, that 
our Sins were the meritorious Cauſe of CHRIST 's Sut- 
ferings. And if our Sins were the meritorious Cauſe 
of his Sufferings, our Guilt muſt be charged upon 
Him, and puniſhed in Him. 

The Apoſtle affirms, That CHRIST has delivered 
Us from the Curſe of the Law*. How ? By taking our 
Place, and enduring what We deſerved. Or, as He 
Himſelf ſpeaks, to the ſame Effect, but in a much 
more emphatical Manner, by being made a Curſe for Us. 
Does not this evidently denote both a Commutation of 
Perſons, and a Tranſlation of Puniſhment ? He ſuffer- 
ed, who was innocent; not Ve, who are guilty. 
He alſo ſuffered that wery Sentence, which the Law de- 
nounced on Us. For, it is written, Curſed is every One 
that continueth not in all Things t; to this We were ob- 
noxious. It is written again, Cry/ed is every One that 
hangeth an a Tree Þ ; to this CHR/ST ſubmitted, And 
1: CHRIST endured that very Curſe, which We de- 
ſerved: if, by this means, He delivered Us from all 
Malediction: either this muſt be ſuffering in our Stead || 
orelſe Nothing can be called by that Name. 

Shall I deſcend lower ſtill, and refer our Point 
to the Determination of illiterate Men *---Aſk any 

- of 


Cal. iii. 13. F Deut. xxvii 26. 1 Gal. iii. 12. 

This, ſays Dr. Scutb, in his ſmart Manner, is ſpoke ſo 
4+ lain gnd loud by the univerſal Voice of the whole Book of 
++ GOD, that Scripture muſt be crucified as well as CHRIST, 
© to give any other tolerable Senſe of the Exprefiions.”'- - And 
not Scripture only, but the common Import of Language. What 
ſays Mezentius ? When his Son, interpoſing in his Behalf, is ſlain 
by /Eneas, 


—— Pro me beſlili patrrer ſuccedere Dextræ 
Qrem genut ? Tuare bac Genitur per Vulnera ſervor f | 
Morte tua wiwens ? Here, 


— -"M . 
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of your Tenants, What Ideas ariſe in heir Minds, 
upon the Peruſal of the afore-mentioned Texts? --- I 
dare venture to foretel, that, artleſs and unimproved 
as their Underſtandings are, they will not tate for 
an Anſwer. They will neither complain of Obſcurity, 
nor aſk the Aſſiſtance of Learning. But will 77medi- 
ately diſcern in all theſe Paſſages, a gracious RE- 
DEEMER fuffering in their Stead ; and, by his bitter, 
but expiatory Paſſion, procuring the Pardon of all their 
Sins.---Nay farther; as they are not accuſtomed to 
the Fineſſes of Criticiſm, I apprehend, they will be at 
a loſs to conceive, how it is fo/ible to underſtand ſuch 
Paſſages in any other Senſe. 

Say not, this is an improper Appeal ; or theſe are 
incompetent Judges. I he Scriptures were written for 
their Edification; not to exerciſe the Ingenuity of 
ſubtle Diſputants, but to inſtruct the meane/t of Man- 
kind in the Way of Salvation. Therefore, on funda- 
mental Articles, We may aſſuredly conciude, The Ex- 
preſſion will be eaſy, and the Doctrine perſpicuous: 
ſo that He who runs may read, and the Way faring-Men, 
though Fools , ſhall not err therein.---And, though Iam 
far 25 undervaluing the Aids of Literature, yet, up- 
on thoſe momentous Subjects, Which are inſeparably 
connected with our eternal Felicity, I cannot but re- 


Here, the Father is ſaved by his Son's Wounds ; lives by his Son's 
Death, How, and in what Manner ? By a Subſtitution of One 
inſtead of the Other; by the Son's ſuffering, what mult otherwiſe 
bave fallen upon the Father. Should the Socintan Interpreters try 
the ſame Experiment on theſe Lines of Firgil, which they make 
upen Paſſages of a parallel Signification in Scripture ; is there a 
Critic in the whoke World, that could approve, that could endure, 


fuch flagrant Violations of Grammar, Senſe, and Taſte ?—Yet 1 


believe, there is no ſincere Chriſtian, but would readily and grate- 


fully ſay; 


Pro me ultrici ſuccedere Dextræ 
Dignaſti. Tua CARISTE DEUS per Vuinera ſer vor N 
Morte tud wvivens, 
* Ilai. xxxv. 8. The Word Fools, ſeems to denote Perſons of 


fli:w Underſtanding, and dull Apprehenfion; as Luke xxiv. 25. 


Or elſe it ſigniſies Thoſe, who, for want of a cultivated Education 
and the Ornaments of Literature, are accounted Fools by the Sons 
of Science; as 1 Cor. i. 27. 
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gard the common Senſe of plain, ſerious, humble Chriſti- 


4 ans, as the very beft of Critics. 
; Ther. It has been ſaid by a learned Critic, That vi- 
1 carious Puniſhment or Suffering, gives us too low Ideas 
of the Son of GOD, as it ſinks them to the Pain and 
4 Suffering of a MalefaQor, the very meaneſt Idea We 
. can have of them. 
: Asp. The Idea is plainly ſuggeſted by the Word 
1 of Prophecy, and ſupported by the Atteſtation of ſacred 
7 Hiſtory. In that it was foretold, and in this it is re- 
"A corded, That He was numbered with Tranſgrefſors “. 
* To this Purpoſe ſpeaks St. Paul, though ſomewhat 
li more cautiouſly than your Critic. He was made, not 
wy indeed ſinful Fleſh, but in the Likeneſs of finful Fleſh, 
I? and, though perfectly innocent, was left to endure the 
g Vengeance due to the vileſt Miſcreant. 
[? Yes, my dear Theron ; that glorious Perſon, whom 


the higheſt Angel adores, ſuffered, as if He had been 
the Criminal, the Pain and Puniſhment, which We, or 
equivalent to that which We, the real Criminals, ſhould 
have ſuffered.---If, to conſider this, oo Us a xv 
Idea; if to ſuffer this, was a deep Abaſement ; how 
_ exceedingly high, and how immenſely grand, is the 
Goodneſs and the Grace manifeſted therein ! The 
lower You draw the Arrow on the String, the loftier 
Flight it makes in the Sky. And the greater our 
LORD's Humiliation for Us, the more wonderful and 
adorable his Love to Us. 

Ther. As there cannot be a vicarious Guilt, or as no 
One can be guilty in the Stead of Another, fo there 
cannot be a vicarious Puniſhment, or no One can be 
puniſhed inſtead of Another. Becauſe Puniſhment, in 
its very Nature, connotes Guilt in the Perſon who 
bears it. 3 

Afp. If you mean by Guilt, the Conſciouſneſs of hav- 
igg committed a Sin, and the internal Defi/ement con- 
ſequent upon it, We never ſuppoſe ſuch a vicarious 
Guilt. It is never affirmed that CHRIST was ſtung 
with the Remorſe, or ſtained with the Pollution, of 
the adulterous David, the perfidious Peter, and the 

perſe- 


e XX wn . 


„Hal. lili. 12. Luke xxii. 37. 
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perſecuting Saul, But, that he was treated by the righ- 
teous GOD, as if He had perpetrated theſe, and all the 
Crimes of all Believers, either in the paſt or ſucceeding 
Ages. 

f by Guilt You mean, The Charge of a criminal 
Action, and The Obligation to ſuffer Penalty, your 
Aſſertion is nothing more than begging the Queſtion. 
It nakedly affirms the very Thing in Debate. And 
bare Affirmations, unſupported by Evidence are ſeldom 
admitted as deciſive Proofs.---We, on the other Hand 
affirm, That all our criminal Actions were charged 
upon CHRIST; and that he ſuffered the Puniſhment 
which they deſerved. The former of theſe, is not ſo 
properly called vicarious Guilt, as real Guilt, contract- 
ed by One, imputed to Another. The latter We 
— allow to be wicarious Puniſhment, ſuſtained in 
their Stead, whoſe Guilt was imputed.---For both theſe 
Points, We have the Authority of Truth itſelf, ſpeak- 
ing in the Scriptures. The LORD laid on Him the V. 
niquities of Us all; here is the Imputation. CHRIST 
has redeemed Us from the Courſe of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for Us; here is the vicarious Puniſhment. And 
You know, to what Caſuifts We ſubmit the Interpretation 


of theſe Texts. —common Senſe, and an honeſt Heart. 


Ther. Is not this /ocking to ſuppoſe ? horrid to at- 
firm ? If Guilt was really imputed to CHRIST, then 


Puniſhment was his due---Juſtice might inſiſt upon it--- 


And He could not eſcape it. 

Aſp. To ſuppole this, is ſo far from ſhocking my 
Apprehenſion, that it appears, even on your own Prin- 
ciples, right and neceffary.---Right, becauſe Punith- 
ment, as You yourſelf have declared, always connotss 
Guilt; I would add, either contracted, or at leaſt im- 
puted. And indeed the Sufferings of CHRIST could 
not be of a penal Nature, unlefs He endured them as 
under a Charge of Guilt.---It is necęſſary to ſuppoſe this, 
otherwiſe how will You vindicate the Juſtice of GOD ? 


He hid hie Sword awake, and ſmite * the bleed 


MCs. But ſhall the Judge of all the Earth de avrong ? 
| 2 | Shul! 


® Zech. Xiu. 7 
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Shall He ſmite, where there is nothing but Innocence ? 
No Guilt, either perſonal or imputed ! That be far 
trom Him! The Thought be far from Us! 

Whereas, upon this Suppoſition, it becomes a uf 
and righteous Thing, that GOD ſhould inflict, and 
that CHRIST ſhould ſuſtain, the moſt rigorous Puniſh- 
ment. And I do not know, but this might be the 
Cauſe of our LORD's Silence, when He was accuſed 
at Pilate's Bar and at Hered's Judgment-Seat. It is 
probable, He conſidered Himſelf as ſtanding before 
a higher Tribunal; and reſponſible to eternal Juſtice, 
for the criminal Actions of all his People. In this Si- 
tuation, and in this Capacity, clear himſelf of per- 
final Demerit He could; clear himſelf of imputed 
Guilt He could not. Therefore He was dumb ; He 
opened not his Mouth. For though, as the Son of the 
noſt bigh GOD, Glory and Immortality were his un- 
doubted Right; yet, as the Surety for finful Men, 
Tribulation and Death were his condign Portion. 

And why ſhould this be thought ſhocking ? It is not 
the leaſt Derogation to the tranſcendent Excellency of 
CHRIST. It caſts not the leaſt Stain on the unſpotted 
Sanctity, either of his Nature, or his Life. --- To bear 
Sin, as a voluntary Surety, is infinitely different from 
committing it, as an adual Tranſgreſſor. To ſay, 
that CHR/ST was puniſhed for any Irregularity of his 
onen, would be falſe, impious, and horrid. To ſay, 
that He was charged with our Guilt, and endured the 
Puniſhment due---in the plain and full Senſe of the 
Word due to our Sins; is ſo far from being inju- 
rious to his Dignity, that it pays the proter Honour to 
his mediatorial Undertaking. It pays Him the Honour 
ot. the higheſt Obedience to his FAT HER “s Will 
the deepeſt Humiliation of his own illuſtrious Per- 
ſon and the moſt boundleſs Benevolence to Man- 
kind. 

Ther. GOD is Love, Appaſio, all Love. Whereas 
You would. 


Aſp. I do not often interrupt my Friend's Diſcourſe. 
Put I cannot forbear interpoſing a Query, on this Oc- 
Is there then no j, Diſfleaſure in the 

DEITY ? 


caſion. 
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DEITY ? What meaneth that ſolemn Denunciation 


of the ſupreme Lawgiver? The Anger of the LORD 


ſhall ſmoke againſt that Man *. What meaneth that 
awful Declaration of the Apoſtle ? The Wrath of GOD 
is revealed from Heaven, upon all Ungodlineſ and Un- 
righteouſneſs of Men F. Or, in what Senſe are We 
to explain that alarming Interrogatory of the Prophet? 
Who can fland before his Indignation ? And who can abide 
in the Fierceneſs of his Anger 1? - Whence could 
thoſe avenging Viſitations proceed, which deſtroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah with a Lempeſt of Fire |? Which 
{wept away ſo many "Thouſands of the polluted Ifraelites 
with a raging Peſtilence F ? And conſigned over ſo ma- 
ny Millions I of rebellious Angels to Chains of Dark- 
neſs ? 

Surely, Theren, if there be any determinate Signi- 
fication in Language; it any Leſſon to be learnt from 
the moſt tremendous Judgments; it is, That the 
LORD, though free from all the Di/compe/ure of Faſ- 


hon, is nevertheleſs angry atith the Wicked ** ; and will 


make impenitent Sinners feel the Effects of his wiſe | 


and holy Indignation. 
Ther. Does not your Doctrine repreſent the all- 
merciful G O D, as a rzgorous Being? Who, when 
once diſpleaſed, will hardly be pacified? Whereas, the 
LORD himſelf declares by his Prophet; Fury is not in 
me. Men of fatyrical Wit would be apt to inſinuate, 
That You had mitiaken JEHOVAH for Moloch; and 
X 3 was 


Deut. xxix. 20. + Rom. i. 18. 1 Nah. i. 6. 
Gen. xix. 24. | $ Num. xxv. 9. 

J 1 llions The Number of the fallen Angels is no where 
ſpecified ; and the Veil fits deep upon the ſpiritual World; ſo that 
We can fee no farther, than Revelation has diſcovered. Yet, I 
think, there is iufficient Room to ground a ConjeFure, upon the 
Rely which one of thoſe execrable Apoltates made to our LORD. 
Ay Nome is Legion; a Word ſignifying a great Multitude, five or 
ix Thoutand. Therefore he adds, for Wie are many. If ſo many 
vere employed in tempting and tormenting a ſingle Perſon, what 
Armies, what Myriads ef thoſe inviſible Enemies, mult exiſt 
rough univerſal Nature It is an av/u! Thought; and 
1 ould make Us fly to our divine Protector, and Almjghty Delivers 
e. See Markv.g. and 2 Pct. ii. 4. 

r Plal. vii. 11. Deut. ix. 8. 
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was ereCting a Chriſtian Church in the Valley of the 
Son of Hinnam. 

Aſp. We take our Repreſentations of G O D, not 
from the vain Conjectures of Men, but from the Re- 
cords of infallible Truth. There he is deſcribed, as 
a righteewus GOD; a jealous f GOD; and, te 
Chriſt-leſs Sinners, a conſuming Fire 1. Though won- 
derfully condeſcending, yet tranſcendently majeſtic. 
Inſomuch, that none of the fallen Race are admitted 
to approach his Throne, but only through the Inter- 
vention of a great ME DIAT O RI; and, without 
ſhedding of Blood, even the Blood of a Perſon higher 
than the Heavens, there is 20 Remiſſion ꝙ for any of their 
Offences. 

Yet in all this, there is not the leaſt Tincture of 
Fury. Fury implies an immoderate Degree of Reſent- 
ment, that will hearken to no Reaſoning, and accede 
to no Terms. The Goſpel Account proves, even to 
a Demonſtration, that this has no Place in the divine 
Nature. So far from it that GOD, though highly pro- 
voked, has provided an Attonement—has made Ower- 
_ tures of Reconciliation to his diſobedient Creatures — 
has even beſought a guilty World, to accept of For- 
giveneſs. So that the Inſinuations of your ſatyrical 
Gentlemen, are as egregioufly miſtaken, as they are 
ſhockingly worded. * 

ou 


+ Exod. xx. s. 1 Heb. xii. 29. John xiv. 6. 
P Heb. ix. 22. Heb. vii. 26. 

®* 2 Cor. v. 20. It was an Inſtance of ſingular Compaſſion 
in the bleſſed G O D, that, though offended with Job's Frie ids, 
He adulte i of a Sacrifice, and directed them to an Interceſlor 
both typical of CHRIST FESUS. But what wnparalelled Condeſ- 
cenhon, and divinely tender Mercies, are diiplayed in this Verſe! 
As though GOD did beſeech You by Us : We pray You in CHRIST's 
Head, be ye reconciled to GOD. Did the Fudge ever beſeech à con- 
demned Criminal, to accept of Pardon? Does the Creditor beleech 
a ruined Debtor, to receive an Acquittance in full? Yet our A.- 
mighty LORD, and our eterna Judge, not only vouchſafes to of- 
fer theſe Blefiings, but invites Us — intreats Us— with the moft 
tender and repeated Importunity ſolicits Us—not to reject them! 
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You. are a Man of Senſe, Theron; and eſteem that 
Character, far above the idle Reputation of a Wit. 
As ſuch, let me aſk You ſeriouſly; Is it not for the 
Honour of the divine Majeſty, to exerciſe F uftice, 
as well as Mercy? Always to pardon, and never to 
puniſh, would be war oy rather than Benignity ; a 


Renunciation of Holineſs, rather than a Diſplay of 
Goodneſs. Or, can it be right in Us, ſo extrava- 
gantly to magnify the amiable, as to depreciate, nay e- 
ven annihilate, the awwfu/ Attributes of the DEITY ? 
This, ſays a Poet, is the Theology, not of Chriſ- 
tians, but of Infidels ? ; 5 


Who ſet at Odds Heaven's jarring Attributes, 

And with one Excellence another wound ; 

Maim Heaven's Perfection, break its equal Be 

Bid Mercy triumph over ——GOD himſelf, 
 Unatified by their opprobrious Praiſe : 

A GOD all Mercy is a GOD unjuſt *. 


Ther, But We have lately been told, that the par- 
doning Grace of the Lawgiver is not obſtructed by 
any Demands of Law and Juſtice. For He can ſet 
them aſide. 

Aſp. What ! Set afide a Law, that is holy, righte- 
ous, and good! — Set aſide a Juſtice, that is etetnal, 
inflexible, and infinite ! — St. Paul gives a very dif- 
ferent Solution of this Difficulty. He tells Us — not 
that GOD et aſide his Law and his Juſtice — but that 
He ſet forth the bleſſed 7 ESUS for a Propitiation, 
through Faith in his Blood: with this expreſs Deſign, 
that He might declare his Righteouſneſs Þ ; might demon- 
ſtrate, not only his Clemency, but his Juſtice; even 
that windi#ive Juſtice, whole eſſential Character and 
principal Office is, to puniſh Sin. 

This ſeems to be the Import of the Word Righte- 
cuſneſs, in the preſent Connexion. And, I think, 
more than ſeems, if We conſult the following Verſe : 
To declare, I jay, at this Time his Righteouſneſs ; that 

F He 


4 


® Night-Thoughts, No. IV. 4 Rom, iii. 25. 
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He might be juſt *, evidence Himſelf to be ſtrictly and 
inviolably righteous, in the Adminiſtration of his 
Government; even while He is %e all-forgiving gra- 
cious 7 uftifier of the Sinner that believeth in JENS. 
According to this Plan, Mercy and Truth meet to- 
gether, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other F: all 
the Attributes harmonize ;z every Attribute is glorih- 
ed; and not one ſuperceded, no, nor ſo much as 
clouded. 

Ther. If ſome are verging to one Extreme, are not 
you inclining to the other Our Ears tingle, and our 
Blood runs Chill, at the very Thoughts of ſo ſevere a 
Vengeance, executed on an Object to worthy and i/- 
luſtrious. — Beſides, how can We ſuppoſe, that the be- 
neficent CREATOR and PRESERVER of Men, 
ſhould take Pleaſure in the Sufferings of the moſt un- 
blameable Perſon, that ever exiſted ? Eſpecially, ſince 
He himſelf has made this tender Declaration;  wi// 
have Mercy, and not Sacrifice J. 

Aſp. A tender Declaration indeed it is: ſignifying, 
that GOD is better pleaſed with the Dutics of Hu- 
manity .and Charity, than with the moſt coſtly and 
pompous Train of Sacrifices. Nay that he will even 
aiſpenſe with the Obſervance of His «wn ceremonial In- 
ſtitutions, when they interfere with our Exercife of 
Beneficence One to another. Thus reſigning (ſo ad- 


mirable is his Goodneſs!) the Services due to Him- 


ſelf, for the Benefit and Comfort of his Creatures. 
But all this has no Sort of Relation to the Sacrifice of 
CHRIST: which was the molt noble, and the 
moſt acceptable Oblation, ever made to the King of 

Heaven. 
We are aſſured by a Prophet, That f pleaſed the 
LORD 


* Rom. iii. 26. That He might be juſt, and the Fuſt'fier of the 
Dig dg. The Attribute of Juſtice muſt be preſerved inviolate. 
And invig ate it 7s preſerved, if there was a real Inffiction of Pu- 
niſhment on our SAVIOUR, Nothing elfe can thoroughly clear 
wp this great Evangelical Paradox. 

T Pal. XXV. 10. } Matt, ix. 13. 
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LORD #o brai/e his holy Child 7 ESUS. GOD 
not only gave up his Son to Sufferings, but gave Him 
up with a divine Complacency “. in like man- 
ner, the bleſſed JESUS addréſſed Himſelf to the 
dreadful Taſk, not only without Reluctance, but 


with the utmoſt Alacrity T. I delight to do thy Wil, 


was the Language of his Soul. — Should You aſk ; 
How could the SON take Pleaſure in undergoing, 


or the FATHER in inflicting, ſuch amazing Sor - 
rows? No otherwiſe, than upon Account of thoſe, 


grand and everlaicing Advantages, which were to. 


reſult from them. — i 


A ſevere Vengeance, You fay, ſuch as makes our 


Ears to tingle.— This is the very Thing intended, to 
awaken and alarm preſumptuous Offenders. That they 
may hear, and fear, and do no more wickedly.” 
It is ſuch a Method of diſpenſing Grace, as ſecures 
the utmoſt Reverence to the divine Commands. Strikes 


Divine Cemflicenry.—— This is the Idea included in the 
original World, Fs Ifai. li. 10. It correſponds with the 
Phraſe, uſed by the Voice from Heaven, evdoxnou, Matt, iii. 17. 
Or it may be very exactly tranſlated by St. Paui's beautiful Ex- 
preſſion, evagirt;T&, Heb, xiii, 16. — And therefore the great 
JEHOVAH is ſaid to ſmell a ſweet Savour, or a Sawour of /';f# 
MIT2 ITT) in thoſe Sacrifices, which prefigured the crucified 
FESUS, Gen. viii. 21. 

+ Utmoſt Alacrity. — There is no Inconf flency between this 


Aﬀortion, and our LORD's Supplication; Father, if it be paſſiole, 


let this Cap paſs frem me: nevertheleſs, net my Will, but 
thine be dine, Such a deprecatory Requeſt, put up with ſo 
much Earneſtneſs, yet with fo much Submiſſion, only. ſhews 
the extreme Severity of our REDEEMER's Anguiih, and 
the prodigious Weight of his Woes. And this indeed it ſhews, 
beyond the Power of Deſcription. His ardent Love to 
Mankind, and his fervent” Zeal for his FATHER's Glory, 


- made Him deſire theſe Sufferings. His invincible Reſolution 


and unequalled Magnanimity, emboldened Him not to decline, 
but to meet them Yet they were ſo grgat, ſo terrible, that 
his Nature, being buman, could not but recoil a little, and be 


ftartled at their Appreach; and, had it not been gore alloy, 


mult inevitably hve yu under the Lon. 
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the deepeſt Terror, even while it cheriſhes the brighteſt 
Hope —ſtrikes the deepeſt Terror, on every perſevering 
Sinner—cheriſhes the brighte// Hope, in every penitent 
Tranſgreſſor. 

Ther. If one of my Servants had affronted or in- 
jured me; I ſhould, upon his ſabmiſſive Act notoledg- 
ment, forgive his Fault, and not inſiſt upon Satisfac- 
tion for the Wrong. Will Vou make the Father of 
Compaſſions, more inexorable in his Nature, more ri- 
gid in his Demands, than a human Maſter ? 

Aſp. When You have a Servant, that owes his 
Being to your Power; that has received innumerable 
Benefits from your Bounty; yet has offered You in- 
numerable Affronts, all attended with the moſt ag- 
gravating Circumſtances, and all in Defiance of the 
moſt righteous Ihreatenings.— When You are poſſeſſed 
of infinite Majeſty, and unſpotted Sanctity; when 
Truth inviolable, and Juſtice inflexible, are effential 
to your CharaQter.— Then, Theron, the Paralle] will 
hold Good; and Your Conduct ſhall be a Pattern for 
the Procedure of JE HOVAH, 

Till then, You and I muſt be willing to forgive, 
becauſe G O D has made it our bunden Duty ; and 
becauſe We have incomparably more to be forgiven b 
the Judge of the World, than We can poflibly remit 
to our Fellow-creatures.—In the mean Time, You 
will allow the great G O D, who is glorious in Holineſs, 
to communicate his heavenly Favours, in a Man- 
ner becoming Himſelf. On ſuch auguft and honourable 
Terms, as Kal maintain the Rights of bis univerſal 
Government, and manifeſt the Glory of his adorable 
Attributes. 3 

Ther. Might not G O D have cancelled our Tranſ- 
greſſions, and received fallen Men into his Favour, 
without any Propitiation ? To deny this, would be 
to limit the HOLY ONE of /fael; and impoſe 
Conditions on that uncontroulable Sovereign, Who 
giveth not Account of any of his Matters 

Hſp. We need not embarraſs Ourſelves, by entering 
upon Inquiries, which may ſeem to lie beyond the 
Limits of human Underſtanding. Enough for Us to 


know, 


t 
- 
> 
C 
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know, that this Propitiation was ab/elutely neceſſary 
with regard to the firſt Covenant. For as GOD had 
ſolemnly declared, In the Day thou eateſ! thereof, dying 
thou ſhalt aie ; his Truth and Juitice ſtood engaged to 
make the Threatening good. And no ſecond 41am 
could reſtore the firſt, but by taking this Curſe upon 
Himſelf. | 


Die Man, or Juſtice muſt ; unleſs for Him 
Some Other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid Saisfadion, Death for Death *. 


Therefore the divine FESUS, who lay in the 
Boſom of the FAT HE R, and knew the Countiels 
of Heaven, ſays, The Sen of Man MU ST be lifted up + 
on the Croſs. There was a Nece//ty for his Cruci- 
fixion. Becauſe, this was fit alated in the Covenant 
of Peace, made between the FATHER and the 
9 O N.—Becauſe it was exprelly fereto/d by the an- 
tient Prophets ( and the Scripture cannot be broken) 
that the REDEEMER Huld be cut off out of the 
Land of the Living. —Becauſe a Variety of Types, and 
a Multitude of Sacrifices, prefigured his Death: one of 
the Types, pointed out the very Manner of his Suf- 
fering ; and all the Sacrifices, detached from their 
Dependency on this great Oblation, would have been 


beggarly 


* Milton, B. III. 210. 

+ Febn iii. 14. At. Tov, &c, The ſame Expreſſion is uſed 
Luke xxiv 26.— Perfectly conformable to this leading Truth, is 
the current Language both of the Law and of the Golpel. Under 
the Law, G O D himſelf ſays; I hawe ſworn, that the Iniquity of 
the Houſe of Eli ſhall not be purged with Sacrifice or Offering for ever ; 
that is, the Guilt ſhall never be expiated, 1 Sam, iii. 14 Under 
the Goſpel, the Apoſtle declares; If we fin du,, by a final 
Apoltacy from CHRIST, there remaineth no more Sac ifice for Sins ; 
they are, to ſuch Perſons, and in ſuch Circumſtances, abſolutely. 
irremiſſible. Heb. x, 26.—Which Phraſes are evidently connected 
with, and founded on, this grand Doctrine; That the appointed, 
the only way of obtaining Pardon from the rightevus G O D, is, by 
the Intervention of an expiatory Sacrifice. 
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beggarly Elements, — mere unavailing empty Cere- 
monies. 

I apprehend, it is no Limitation of the great G O D, 
to ſuppoſe Him incapable of atting otherwite, than 
in perfect and perpetual Conſiſtency with Himſelf. — 
Neither is it any Infringement on his abſolute Sove- 
reignty, that He cannot but order all Affairs for the 
Honour of his Juſtice, his Fidelity, and each of his 
exalted Perfections.— This is the very Thing, which 
the ſacred Writers expreſs, in their plain but ſtrong 
Language; GOD who cannot lie*: He cannot deny 
Himſelf +. 

Ther. GOD is often ſaid to forgive our Sins; 
particularly, in that ſublime Paſſage where He pro- 
claims his Name to Moſes. The LORD, the LORD 
GOD, mercifal and gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth; keeging Mercy for Thouſands, 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. Now, Par- 
don is a free Thing. Freeneſs is implied in the very 
Nature of Forgiveneſ. Take away the former, and 
You deſtroy the latter. —If an Eguivalent be given, 
Pardon is no longer Pardon, but a Purchaſe, For- 
giveneſs ceaſes to be an Act of Grace, and becomes 
the Payment of a Debt. 

Ajp. The Text You qucte is truly ſublime, and 
equzjly comfortable. But You forget to mention 
one Article of very great Moment, which cloſes and 
completes the glorious Character, Which ſeems ad- 
ded on purpoſe, to prevent any wrong Apprehenſions, of 
the DEITY, and to guard againſt all Abuſe of the 
Doctrine. He will in no wiſe clear the Guilty f.— 


GOD 


* Tit. i. 2. + 2 Tim. ii. 13. 

J He will in no wiſe char the Guiliy F xod. xxxiv. 7. This 
Text is not without its Difficulty, eſpecially in the Original. — 
Steuchus interprets the Words, Et innecent non erit fine Piaculs : 
He ſhajl not be acquitted without a piacular Sacrifice.— I think, 
they may be tranſlated, with a little more Propriety and F xaQtneſs, 


thus ; Pardoning Iniquity, Tranſgreſſicn, and Sin, 1 Nh p 
tleug b 
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GOD will not, on any Confaderation whatever, ab- 
ſolve the obſtinate, perſevering, irreclaimable Of- 
fender: neither will He acquit any of the guilty 
Race, abſolutely, uncenditionally, or without ſuch 2 
Satisfaction, as may repair the Honour of his injured 
Law. 

Me hawve Redemption through his Blood, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, even the Forgizeneſs of our Sins*, It is Forgive- 
neſs, You fee, though bought with a Price. It is Re- 
miſſion, though procured by Blood. —1t is free, with 
regard to that ſovereign Being, who pardons. For, 
He was under no Obligation to ad».it of a propitia- 
tory Sacrifice; but might, without any Diminution of 


his Dignity, have left all Mankind to periſh in their 


Sins.—It is free, with regard to the obnoxious Crea- 
tures, who are pardoned. For, it is vouchſafed, with- 
out any Satisfaction demanded at their Hands, or any 
Penalty inflicted on their Perſons. —lIt is in this reſpect 
al'o free ; that an Intereſt in the great Atonement 1s 
granted to Us, without the leaſt Merit, or any deſer- 
ving Qualifications of our own. 

In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but moſt 
tenderly and immenſely merciful. And will any One 
calumniate this adorable Method of exerciſing Mer- 


cy? Becauſe Proviſion is alſo made for the Glory of 


G O D's Truth, G O D's Holineſs, and ſupreme 
Authority ? 


Ther. 


though rot with Impunity ; or rather, though He vill by no means let 
it go unpuniſhed, meaning Sin : which is the immediate Arrece- 
dent; is expreſſed in the three preceding Words; and may very 
properly be referred to in this Clauſe. Then the Senſe will be, 28 
follows; “ Though G0 D pardons Sin, yet it ſhall not go unpu- 


„ niſhed. He will certainly inflict his righteous: Vengeance, and 


«+ exerciſe his punitive Juſtice, though not on the Sinner, whom 


« He ſpares; yet on the SURETY, whom He has provided.“ 
In the ſame manner Cocteius renders the Paſſage, Et non exere + 


cens Impunitatem ; and expounds it much to the ſame Purpoſe.— 
We have this very Word in the ſame remarkable Conſtruction, 
Jer. xyx. 11. PIR RMP which is tranſlated, and I vill 
not leave thee altogether unpuni ſhed, 

* Eph, i. 7. 
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T her. Does not your Notion of a propitiatory Sa- 
crifice, derogate from the Goodneſs of the Almighty 
FATHER; and transfer all our Obligations to the 
incarnate SON? 

Ap. Is there not Goodneſs, in allowing a Subſti- 
tute to ſuffer in our Stead ?—ls there not till greater 
Goodneſs, in providing a Subſtitute for Us, without 
any Solicitation on our Part ? Is there not the very 
higheſt Exertion of Goodneſs, in appointing a dear, 
an only, an incomparably excellent 8S O N for the Pur- 
poſe? — This marvelous Scheme, far, very far from 
obſcuring, moſt iNluſtriouſly diſplays, the ſuperabun- 
dant Loving-kindneſs of the FATHER. 

GOD /% kwed the World, apoſtate and polluted as 
it was—How did He love it? To a Degree, unutter- 
able by any Tongue ; inconceivable by any Imagina- 
tion; and only to be expreſſed by the infinitely pre- 
cious Effects. Loved it So, that He gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that «whoſoever believeth on Him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſling Life *. And does this de- 


rogate from the Goodneſs of the Almighty. FATHER, 


to give, not barely Pardon and Lite, but give them 
through the Hands, nay, through the Wounds, the 

Agonies, the Death of his divineſt, deareſt S O N 
Such Privileges, vouchſafed on any Terms, muſt 
challenge the devouteſt Acknowledgments. But, when 
attended with this additional Demonſtration of Favour, 
they are enough to inflame Us with Gratitude, and 
tranſport Us with Admiration. They not only mani- 
nifeſt, but commend þ the divine Love; ſhew it to the 
| greateſt 


® John iii. 16. 

+ Ram. v. 8. Zunigno:. It ſeems to be an Image taken from 
the Practice of Tradeſmen. Who, in ſhewing their Goods, point 
out their Excellencies; and ſet, in the clezreſt Light, whatever 
may beſpeak their Worth, or recommend them to the Purchaſer. 
— Perhaps, it may allude to the Cuſtom of ſending, with ſome 
favourite and worthy Perſon, recommendatory Letters, In which 
his good Qualities are deſcribed ; and every thing is mentioned, 
that may embelliſh his Character, and render his Preſence accept- 
able. In this Senſe St, Paul uſes thoſe nearly related Words, 


GUVIF aver, Sugar, 2 Cor. iii. 1. 
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greateſt Advantage, in the higheſt Perfection, with 
every Circumſtance of Recommendation and Endear- 
ment.—By this means, bleſſed G O D, Thou haſt un- 
ſpeakably enhanced thy Benefits! Thou haſt rendered 
them, though invaluable in themſelves, exceedingly 
more ſo, by the Manner of conferring them! 

Ther. Again in your Elevations, 4/paſro ?— The 
World, You know, is grown very rational and ingui- 
fitive ; will admit nothing but upon clear Evidence, 
and full Conviction. We expect in all religious In- 
quiries, not the Flights of Fancy, or Flouriſhes of 
Rhetoric, but a Sobriety of Reaſon and Solidity of 
Argument. 

Aſp. The World, rational as it is, ſeems, by the 
Taſte of the preſent Age, no Enemy to Works of 
Fancy, The World, therefore, may not be diſ- 
pleaſed with an affecting Story. And a Story ſuit- 
able to the Occaſion, juſt occurs to my Mind. Such 
as may ſerve to ſhadow forth, though very faintly, 
the ſurpaſſing Benignity and Grace of our crucified 
LORD. | 

An Afatic Queen, departing this Life, left behind 
Her three accompliſhed Sons ; all arrived to Years of 
Maturity.—The young Princes were at Strife, who 
ſhould pay the higheft Nees to their royal Mother's 
Memory. To give ſcope for their generous Con- 
tention, they agreed to meet at the Place of her In- 
terment; and there preſent the moſt honourable Gift, 
they knew how to deviſe, or were able to procure. 
The Elf! came, and exhibited a ſumptuous Mo- 
nument ; conſiſting of the richeſt Materials, and or- 
namented with the moſt exquiſite Workmanſhip.— 
The Second ranſacked all the Beauties of the blooming 
Creation; and offered a Garland of ſuch admirable 
Colours, and delightful Odours, as had never been 
known before.—'T he Youngeft appeared, without any 
pompous Preparation; having only a cryſtal Baſon in 
one. Hand, and a filver Bodkin in the other. As 
ſoon as he approached the Tomb, He threw open his 
Breaſt ; pierced a Vein, that lay oppoſite to his 
Heart ; received the Blood in the tranſparent Yeu! 

and, 
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and, with an Air of affectionate Reverence, placed it 
en the beloved Parent's Monument. — Ihe Specta- 
tors, ſtruck with the Sight, burft into a Shout of 
general Applauſe; and immediately gave the Prefe- 
rence to this laſt Oblation. 

If it was reckoned ſuch a fingular Expreſſion of 
Love, to expend a fezv of thoſe precious Drops, for 
the Honour of a Parent: O] how matchleſs,! how 
ineffable was the Love of FESUS, in pouring out alt 
his vital Blood, for the Salvation of Enemies / | 

Ther. My greateſt Objection is ſtill to come. —If- 
CHRIST ſuffered in our Stead ; He muſt ſuffer 
that very Puniſhment, which was due to our Iniqui- 
ties. This your orthodox Divines affirm to be in- 
comparably worſe than bodily Death; to be nothing 
leſs than the everlaſting Diſpleaſure of G ON. 

Aſp. The Puniſhment due to our Iniquities, was 
Shame, Death, and the divine Wrath. 

As for Shame—Was ever Shame; like that Shame, 
which our deſpiſed REDEEMER bore? — 
Born in a Stable, and laid in a Manger. — When an. 
Infant, exiled from his own Country, and a Vagabond 
in the Earth.— When engaged in the Diſcharge of 
his Miniftry, accuſed: of the moſt flagitious Crimes, 
and branded with the blackeſt Names. — When 
brought to his Exit, apprehended: as a Thief; con- 
demned as a Malefactor; nay, the vileſt of Male- 
factors, a Robber and Murderer, is preferred before: 
Him. His Executioners poured Contempt upon all: 
his - venerable Offices. As a King, they ridiculed. 
Him, by putting a Mock-Sceptre into his Hand; and 
crowning Him with ragged Thorns *, inſtead: of a 
royal Diadem. They villified his prophetic Charac- 
ter, by hood-winking his Eyes; ſtriking his e 

: cad ; 


To have crawned the bleſſed FESUS with Strato, 
would have been a vile Inſult, and treating Him like an arnbi - 
tious Madman. But to crown, Him with keen, pungent, lace- 
rating Thorns, was adding Cruelty to their Inſults; unheard of 
Barbarity to the moſt contemptueus Mockers. *Matr, 'xxvyit 
A9s. | | 


R 
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Head; and then aſking, in cruel Deriſion, Vo it 
was that ſmote Him *. They caſt Reproach upon 
his prieſilyj Undertaking, when they ſharpened their 
Tongues with malicious Irony, and ſhot out thoſe 
bitter Words; He ſaved Others, Himſelf He cannot 
ſave +. — To render his Infamy as public, as it was 
ſhocking, they hung Him on a Tree and expoſed Him, 
defiled as He was with Spitting, and disfigured with 
Wounds, to the gazing Eyes and contumelious Scoffs 
of numberleſs Spectators. 

If You doubt, whether CHRIST ſuſtained the 
Wrath of G OD, let Us follow Him to the Garden of 
Gethſemane. A Scene, which I would always recol- 
let, when I walk along the fertile Vale, or expatiate 
amidit the floxwery Garden f, or enjoy the Delights of 
any rural Retirement. — He had no Remorſe, to alarm 
his ſpotleſs Conſcience ; yet Fearfulneſs and Trembling 
came upon Him. No Violence was offered to his ſa- 
cred Perſon ; yet a horrible Dread overwhelmed Him. 
— Twas Night, cold Night; and though our divine 
MASTER lay proſtrate upon the Earth, amidit the 
Fall of chilling Dews, He fwear—ſweat Blood ſweat 
great Drops of Blood, running down in reeking Streams 
to the Ground. —He was anointed with the Oil of 
Gladneſs above his Fellows |]. Yet ſo inſupportable 
was his Affliction, that He could not forbear crying 
out, My Soul is forrowful—exceeding forrowful—ſorrow- 


ful even unto Death /— What Cauſe, what adequate 


Cauſe, can be aſſigned for this amazing Anguith ? 
None but the Wrath of his Almighty FATHER. 
Who was now become an inexorable Judge ; treated 
Him no longer as the Son of his Love, but as the Sure- 
ty for numberleſs Millions of guilty Creatures. 

Ther. 


* Scornfully inſinuating, that his ſacred prophetic Office 


was fit for nothing, but to ſerve ſuch deſpicable Purpoſcs. 
Matt. xxvi. 68. 


+ Matt. xxvii. 42. 

t Alluding to the Fvangeliſt's Deſcription of G-thſemane, who 
repreſents it as a Gurren ; and to the Etymo ogy of the Hebrew, 
which ſignifies a fat or fruitful Vally, 'i NM. FYobn 
xviii. 1. Malt. xxvi. 36. 

|| Plal. xlv. 2. Matt. xxvi. 38. 
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Ther. Was it poſſible, that the innocent and holy 
JESUS, the early beloved SON of GOD, ſhould be 
an Object of his FAT H E R's Wrath ? 

AP. It was not only poſſible, but unavoidable and 
neceſſary. Unawoaidable, with reſpect to the divine 
Holineſs; neceſſary, for the Procurement of our Re- 
demption. Sin was charged upon CHRIST; all 
the Sins of all Believers, in all Ages and Places of the 
World. And was it poſſible that the infinztely righte- 
ous GOD ſhould behold ſuch a Deluge of Iniquities, 
without expreſſing his Diſpleaſure? Or could the 
LORD JESU be puniſhed, truly puniſhed for them, 
without any painful Senſation of their horrid Evil, 
2 1 that tremendous Indignation which they deſer- 
ve 

If this was not the Caſe, who can maintain the Dig- 
nity of his Conduct, during the Agony in the Garden? 
Was there no pouring out of the divine Diſplea- 
ſure? Then his Behaviour in that Hour of Trial, was 
not equal to the Intrepidity of the three Hebrew 
Youths; who continued calm, and without the leaſt 
Perturbation, while the Furnace was heated into ſeven- 
fold Rage ®. But if He was making his Soul an Of- 
fering for Sin, it is eaſy to account for the prodigious 
Conſternation. It is not to be wondered, that his 
Heart, though endued with invincible Fortitude, 
ſhould become like melting Wax. For, who knoweth 
the Power of that Wrath, at which the Pillars of Hea- 
ven tremble 4? 

Ah! Theron; the Vinegar and the Gall, which they 
gave Him to drink, were not half /o bitter, as the Cup 
of his FATH ER's Wrath. Yet, for our ſake, He 
drank it off to the very Dregs. 'The Nails, that 


| e his Hands, and the Spear, that cleft his 


eart; were not half / Harp, as the Frowns of his 
eternal FATH E R's Countenance. Which, for our 
Conſolation, He patiently ſubmitted to bear. He 
was rent with Wounds, and racked with Pain; his 
Bones were diſlocated, and his Nerves convulſed: a 
thouſand thorny Daggers were planted in his Tann 

an 


* Dan. iii. 17, 18, 19. + Job xxvi. 11. 
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and Life flowed out at ten thouſand guſhing Veins, 


Yet this, all this was gentle, was lenient, in compari- 
ſon of thoſe inexpreſſible Agonies, which penetrated 
his very Soul. The former, fetched not a ſingle Com- 
plaint from his Mouth : the latter, wrung from his 
breaking Heart that paſſionate Exclamation ; My GOD! 
My GOD ! awhy haft thou forſaken me? Aſtoniſhing 
Words! Surely, a Difire/s, beyond all Imagination 
grie vous , uttered them. Surely, the Vengeance, not 
of Men, but of Heaven itſelf extorted them. Every 
Syllable of which ſpeaks, what the mourning Prophet 
deſcribes ; II it nothing to You, all Ye that paſs by? Be- 
hold and fee ! if there be ann Sorroav like unto my Sorrow, 
swherewith the LORD hath affiifted me, in the Day of his 
fierce Anger 
Here, now, is our whole Puniſhment endured ; the 
Shame of the Croſs, and the Sorrows of Death ; the 
Suſpenſion of the ALMIGH TY's Favour, and the 
terrible Senſations of his Wrath. 
Ther. Be it ſo. Yet all this amounts to no more, 
than Part of Payment. For, theſe Sufferings were 
tranſient ; 


+ To heighten our Idea of this Diſtreſs, the Evanggliſts make 
uſe of the moſt forcible Words gt vo ex9aubuola, He was 
ſeized with the moſt alarming Aſtoniſhment—ad:uorrv, He was 
overwhelmed with iaſuppertable Dejefion—mrgnun©-, He was 
befieged on all Sides, as it were, with an Army of invading Sor- 
rows— He wrefiled, amidſt ſtrong Cries and Tears, not only with 
the Malice of Men, and Rage of Devils, but with the infinitely 
more dreaded Indignation of GOD : He wreſtled even unto an 


Agony of Spirit, & a&ywmez. All theſe Circumſtances of Hor- 


ror and Anguiſh, coaltitute what a celebrated Poet very juſtly 
ſty les, | 


A Weight of Moe, more than ten Worlds could bear ! 


The Critic, probably, will admire the Propriety and Beauty of 
this Line. Which. compoſed ot nothing but Monoſyllables, and 
clogged with the trequent Repetition of a cumbrous ( onlonant, 
makes the Sound remarkably appoſite to the Senſe.— May We all 
be ſacred Critics! Have, not only a refined Tafte, to reliſh ſuch 
Elegancies of Compoſition, but an awakened Heart, to feel the 
Energy of ſuch important Truths! 

* Lam. 1. 12, 
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tranſient ; temporary only, not eternal. Therefore, the 
main Circumſtance, the moſt bitter Ingredient, was 
wanting, | | | 

Aſp. In the Efimate of Divine Juſtice, and in point 
of penal Satigfaction, they were equivalent to our end- 
leſs Puniſhment. —— Had onr LORD's Sufferings been 
the Sufferings of a mere Man, or of the moſt exalted 
Angel, I . they could have bore no Pro- 
portion to our Demerit. But they were the Sufferings 
of the Prince of Life, and the LORD of Glory: before 
whom all Men are as Duſt, and all Angels as Worms. 
Let the immenſe Dignity of the REDEEMER's 
Perſon, be weighed againſt the everlaſting Duration of 
our Puniſhment, and it will counter. balance, if not pre- 
ponderate. His Infinitude is ſurely parallel to their E- 
ternity. 

It was [MM ANUEL, the incarnate GOD, who 
purchaſed the Church, and redeemed Sinners, with his 
ewn Blood f. The divine Nature of our SAVIOUR 
communicated its ennobling Influence to every Tear He 
ſhed, to every Sigh He heaved, and every Pang He 
felt. This renders his Sufferings a perfect, as the laſt 
Circumſtance We remarked, renders them a froper Sa- 
tisfaction. And though the Weod of Lebanon was not 
fufficient to burn, nor all the Beaſis thereof ſufficient for 
a Burnt Offering ; this Sacrifice fully antwers the 
Exigence of the Caſe. This Sacrifice {ends up an 
ever-acceptable Odour to the Skies, and diffuſes its 
ſweet Perfume through all Generations: ſuch as ap- 
peaſes Heaven, and revives the World. 

Yes, Theren, You mult give me leave to repeat the 
delightful] Truth; it was the great GON, even cur Sa- 
diour FESUS CHRIST, who gave Himſilf for Us ||. 
His Sacrifice therefore muſt be izconceivab!y meritorious. 
O! that Sinners, the ve of Sinners, knew its all- 
ſufficient Efficacy! They would no longer be holden 
in the Bonds of Iniquity, by that deſtructive Suggeſti- 
on of the Devil, 7here is no Hope *. 


T her. 


+ Acts xx. 28. t Lai. xl. 16. | Tit. ii 13, 14. 


® Jer. ii. 28. 
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Ther. What valuable End could ſuch vicarious Suf- 
ferings accompliſh ? Suppoſe GOD abſolutely inexora- 
ble, and they mult be z:/ufficient. Suppoſe Him di- 
vinely merciful, and they are needleſs. 

Aſp. The Difficulty You propote, I think, has been 
obviated already. So that I have no Occaſion to ſolve 
your Dilemma, butonly to aniwer your Query. Theſe 
Sufferings—as a Puniſhment, gave ample Satisfaction to 
the divine violated Law.—As a Sacrifice, they perfect- 
ly reconciled us to our offended GOD.—As a Price, 
they redeemed Us from every Evil, and purchaſed for 
Us a Title to all Good. | 

This is a Subject of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Impor- 
tance. Let not my Theron imagine, I would abuſe his 
Patience, if I dwell a Moment longer on the favourite 
Topic. I might enumerate many Ends, all magnifi- 
cent and gracious, accompliſhed by this wonderful Ex- 
pedient. I content myſelf with ſpecifying a few. 
But thoſe, ſuch as bring the higheſt Gry to GOD 
adminiſter the moſt ſolid Comfort to Man and 
moſt effectually promote the Intereſts of Prety. 

In this We have a Manifeſtation of the moſt awful 
Juſtice, and at the ſame Time a Diſplay of unbounded 
(Goodneſs. -——— Ait] Fuſtice; in that the great and ter- 
rible GOD, though determined to exerciſe Mercy, 
would exerciſe it only in ſuch a Manner, as might 
vindicate the Authority of his Law; might teſtify the 
Purity of his Nature; and declare the inviolable 
Faithfulneſs of his Word. Untounded Goodneſs; in 
that He with-held not his SON, his only SON, but 
freely gave Him up for Us all. Gave up © the Bright- 
** nels of his Glory,” to be covered with Infamy ; 
gave up © the beloved of his Soul,” to expire in A- 
gonies; on purpoſe to obtain Honour and Immortality 
tor apoſtate Men. Ihe Tormeats inflicted on all the 
Damned in Hell, are not ſo fearful a Monument of 
GUD's Juſtice, as thoſe dying Agonies of the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. Nor could a thouſand Worlds, con- 
terred on Mankind, have been ſuch an A& of ſupera- 


buadant Muniticence, as that Giit of his ever bleſſed 
SON, 


Look 
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Look We for Power and Wiſdom ?— To ſuſtain the 


Humanity of CHRIST, under all the barbarous In- 
dignities of Men, under the more envenomed Rage of 


Devils, and the far more inſupportable Curſe of the 
divine Law : to conquer Sin and Death and Hell, b 
a Perſon crucified in Weakneſs, and bleeding out his 
Life on the torturing Rack, and ignominious Gibbet: 
to expiate, by one Act and one Offering, the innume- 
rable Millions of Crimes, committed by all his People, 
from the Beginning to the End of Time: was not this 
Power? matchleſs Power ? aſtoniſhing Peer ? 
And as for Wiſdom, how admirable was the Contri- 
vance, which could harmonize the ſeemingly oppoſite 
Claims of Mercy and of Juſtice! and not only ati 
each, but magnify both! Had Puniſhment been ex- 
ecuted in all its Rigour, on the Sinner's Perſon, Mer- 
cy had loſt her amiable Honours. Had the Sinner 
been reſtored to Favour, without any Penalties ſuſtain- 
ed either by Himſelf or his Surety, Juftice had been 
ſet aſide as an inſignificant Attribute. Whereas, by 
our LORD's vicarious and expiatory Sufferings, both 
are manifeſted, and both are exalted. Therefore the 
Scripture affirms, that GOD hath not only exerciſed, 
but abounded in Wiſdom and Prudence nay, hath 
abounded in a// Wiſdom and Prudence“, by this In- 
ſtance of marvelous and triumphant Grace. Which is, 
at once, ſo honourable to Himſelf, and ſo advantage- 
ous to his People. 

Ther. Advantageous to his People. I am glad, You 
are come to this Point. This is what I want to have 
cleared up. I am for thoſe Doctrines, which glority 
GOD, by doing Good to Man. Give me the Religion 
whoſe Aſpect is benign, and whoſe Agency is benefi- 
cial. Not like a Meteor, to dazzle Us with a .vain 


Glitter. Not like a Comet, to terrify us with a formi- 


dable Glare. But like yonder Sun, whoſe Beams ſhed 
Light, and Life, and Joy all round. 

V. If this be what You ſeek, and what You prize; 
the Chriſtian Religion, this Doctrine in particular, 
wil anſwer your warmeſt Expectations, and challenge 

your 
* Eph. i. 8. 
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and the Grave a Gate to eternal Glory! 
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your higheſt Eſteem. For it is rich with Benefits of 
the moſt needful, the moſt deſirable, and moſt exalted 
Kind. | 

The firſt and grand Bleſſing is Pardon of Sins. 
Pardon, not of ſmall Sins only, but of the moit aggra- 
dated, the moſt horrid, the moſt enormous. Be they fla- 
ming as Scarlet, be they foul as the Dunghil, be wm 
black as Hell itſelf ; yet they ſhall be as the ſpotleſs 
Wool, or as the Virgin Snows “; they ſhall © be, as 
« though they had never been.” Pardon, not of a 
few, but of all Sins. Be they numerous as the Stars of 
Heaven, numerous as the Hairs of our Head, nume- 
rous as the Sands upon the Sea-ſhore, the Blood of FE- 
SUS CHRIST cleanſeth from them ALL . 

Hereby We have Victory over Death, and Aadmittance 
into eternal Life. For thus ſaith the holy Apoſtle, 
concerning the poor Sojourners in Clay; Seeing there- 
fore the Children were, Partakers of Fleſb and Blood, He 
alſo partook of the ſame ;, that by undergoing Death, He 
might deſiroy Him who had the Power of Death, that is 
the Devil; and deliver thoſe, who, through Fear of 
Death, were all their Lifetime ſubje# to Bondage 4.— 
And thus faith the venerable Elder, concerning the 
glorified Saints in Light; Theſe are they who came out of 
great Tribulation ; and they have waſhed their Robes, and 
made them white in the Blood of the Lamb : therefore are 
they before the Throne. 

If the Philiſtines rejoiced, when Samſon, the De- 
ſtroyer of their Country, was delivered into their 
Hands; how much greater Reaſon have We to rejoice, 
ſince the bleſſed FESUS has vanquiſhed our laſt Ene- 
my ! Has made Death the Miniſter of endleſs Life, 
If Jbl 
had Caule to be glad, when his Priſon-Garments were 
taken from Him ; when He was brought into the Pa- 
lace of Pharaoh ; and made to fit at the Right-hand of 
the King. Is it not an incomparably richer Bleſſing, 
to have our Robes waſhed in redeeming Blood, and 
our Souls cleanſed from all Guilt ? Is it not an incom- 


parably 
I Heb. ii. 14, 15 


© Tai. i. 18. 


+ 1 John L 7. 
Rev. vii. 14. | 
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parably Higher Advancement, to be admitted into the 
bliſsful Preſence, and to poſſeſs the everlaſting King- 
dom of GOD ? 

To comprehend all in a Word Hereby are pro- 
cured, even for the moſt unworthy Creatures, all 
the Benefits of the New Covenant. Therefore, the 
Blood of CHRIST is ſtyled by a Prophet, 77 
Blood of thy Covenant ; by an Apoſtle, The Blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant ||; and our LORD himſelf 
ſays, This is the new Covenant in my Blood Is it 
a ot to know GOD, the infinitely amiable 
Source of all Perfection? Is it a moſt valuable Endow- 
ment, to have his Laws put into our Minds, and 
written on our Hearts? Is it a Branch of real Feli- 
city, to have our numberleſs Sins forgiven, and not 
one of our Iniquities remembered any more? Is it 
the Compendium of all Happineſs, to have GOD 
for our Portion, and our exceeding great Reward ? 
To be his peculiar Treaſure, his loving and beloved 
People Þ. Of all theſe We may ſay, They are rhe 
Purchaſe of IMMANUEL's Blood: and whoever is 
truly intereſted in the Oze, is unqueſtionably intitled 
to the Other. 

Who then would refuſe fo comfortable 

Ther. Too comfortable, I ſhould imagine, to be 
either true in itſelf, or / in its Conſequences. Muſt 
it not tend to embo/den the Sinner in the Profecution of 
his Vices? Who need ſcruple to tranſgreſs, or be ve- 
ry ſolicitous to repent ; if an all-atoning Sacrifice has 
been offered, for every Kind, and every Degree of 
Vickedneſs ? 

Aſp. Would You have Sinners intimidated? No- 
thing ſpeaks ſuch Terror to the Children of Diſobe- 
dience, as the bitter Paſſion, and accurſed Death of 
CHRIST. All the rhetorical Aggravations of Sin, 
with regard to its lothſome Nature, and execrabie 


Vileneſs ——all the Severity of Vengeance, executed 


upon 


} Zech. ix. 11. |] Heb. xtu, 20. 
* Luke xxii, 20. The original Word Aa duxn ſigniſies either a 


Teftament, or a Covenant, 8 
+ Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. » 
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upon rebellious Angels, or wicked Men——all, all 
are weak and inexprefive, compared with the dreadful 
Emphaſis of this great 'Tranſattion. For, if the LORD 
Almighty ſpared not his own SON, when Guilt was, 
not found in Him, but only imputed to Him ; how 
much leſs ſhall He ſpare incorrigible Offenders, who 
both habitually commit, and obſtinately perſiſt in, their 
daring Impieties ? 

If, by Repentance, You mean an ingeruous Sorrow 
for our Tranſgreſſions; nothing is ſo likely to break 
the ſtony, or melt the icy Heart, as theſe doleful Ef- 
fects of Sin. Whoſe Indignation does not riſe againſt 
the infamous Wretch, that betrayed his LORD? Who 
is not ready to deteſt thoſe envenomed Tongues, that 
accuſed Him; and thoſe barbarous Hands, that cru- 
cited Him? How then can We chooſe but lament, 
and grieve, and mourn, when Conſcience bears wit- 
neſs; That or Sins were the principal Actors in this 
deepeſt of Tragedies? That Ve, even We, by our 


maniſold Crimes, were the Betrayers and Murderers of 


the Prince of Life !-—If, by Repentance, You mean a 
thorough Renunciation of all Iniquity ; no Motive is fo 
effectual, to divorce the Affections from every abomi- 
nable Idol, and divert the Feet from every evil Way, 
as an attentive Conſideration of our REDEEMER's 
Death. With this agrees the Reaſoning of the Apoſ- 
tle; He himſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the Tree; 
not Hat Me ſhould be emboldened to repeat them, but 
induced and enabled to forſake them ; that, charmed 
with ſuch unutterably tender Mercy, We might relin- 
quiſh our darling Luſts ; and, being dead unto Sin, might 
live unto Righteouſneſs . 

If You would have Benevolence, your favourite 
Principle take place and operate; it is impoſſible to 
urge fo endearing a Perſuaſive to univerſal Good-will, 
as this Kindneſs and Lowe of GOD our SAV IOUR A. — 
How can we indulge the Sallies of Reſentment, or har- 
bour the Seeds of Animoſity ; when the meek, the 
merciful, the infinitely gracious REDEEMER, laid 

21 Pet, ii, 24. + Tit. iii. 4. 
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down his Life for his bittereſt Enemies? How can We 
treat with Contempt or Indifference, even the meaneſt 
of Mankind ; ſince our divine Maſter gave his all-glo- 
rious Perſon, for vile Wretches and miſerable Sinners ? 
Never was there ſo wining a Call to diſintereſted 
Charity, as the amiable —. of CHRIST. Never 
ſo Binding a Cement of brotherly Love, as the Blood of 
the crucified FESUS. 

In ſhort ; would You have People poſſeſſed of every 
heavenly Virtue, and animated to the Practice of every 
good Work? Nothing adminiſters ſo powerful an In- 
citement to them all, as a /wvely and appropriating Senſe 
of this wonderous Grace. Set home by the FOLY 
GHOST *, it produces ſuch a warm Gratitude in the 
Heart, as is far more operative, than the moſt awful 
Threatenings, or the moſt cogent Reaſonings.—So that, 
quite contrary to your Suſpicions, the native Tenden- 
cy of this excellent Doctrine, is, to ſuppreſs Ungodli- 
neſs, and promote Piety. 

Obſerve, how the preſent calm Evening, yonder 
mild declining Sun, and theſe ſoft balmy Breezes; 
have unlocked the flowery Priſons, and- detached a 
Profufion of Odours through the Air: have inſpirited the 
little Songſters of the Grove, and fetched /awi/h Har- 
mony from their Throats. So ſweetly will a true Be- 
lief in FESUS CHRIST and Him crucified, draw forth 
all the Powers of the Soul, in Acts of ready and chear- 
ful Obedience. —He is therefore ſaid, not only to juſti- 
fy, but alſo to ſan&ify the People with his Blood . 

Let Us conſider the Death of CHRIST, in this its 
full Grandeur and extenſive Efficacy ; and We ſhall diſ- 
cern the admirable Propriety of the Apoltle's Remark : 

It 


The Reader will give me Leave, on this Occaſion, to ſubjoin 
the noble Doxology of our Church. Which when thus applied, 
may be an excellent Means, both of exprefling our Gratitude, and 
of quickening our Devotion. Glory be to the FATRER ; for pro- 
viding this a 1-ſufficient Atonement, and giving his SON to fave 
a ruined World. Glory be to the SON; for humbling Rimlcif to 
the Death of the Croſs, and obtaining eternal Redemption for Sin- 
ners Ci be ro the HOLY GHOST; for teſtifying of CHRIST 
in our Hearts, and appropriating this great Salvation to our 


Souls. 
T Heb. iii. 12. 


for Sin- 


HRIST 


to our 
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I became Him; for whom are all Things, and by whom 
are all Things, in bringing many Sons unto Glory, to make 
the Captain of their Salvation perfect through Sufferings ®. 
Ir BECAME ; as an Ad of Sovereignty in GOD, it 
comported with the Dignity, and emblazoned (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) the incomprehenſible Majeſty of his 
Perfections.—As an Execution of Impartial Vengeance 
on our Surety, it aſſerted the Rights of divine Govern- 
ment, and ſecured the utmoſt Veneration to the divine 
Law.—As an Emanation of rich Indulgence to Us, it 
redreſſed all our Miſery, and retrieves our whole Ha 
pineſs.—In each Reſpect, it ſpreads the brighteſt Luſ- 
tre over all the Adminiſtrations of the bleſſed GOD; 
and renders his very Juſtice, amiable and glorious 
even to Aſtoniſhment. In all Reſpects, it is wor- 
thy of the moſt grateful and adoring Acceptance from 
ſinful Man; and ſuch as will be had in everlaſt- 
ing Honour by the Choirs of Saints, and the Hoſts 
of Angels. 

Ther. I thank You, 4/pafio. Your Arguments have 
not indeed converted me, but they have ſtrengthened 
my Faith. I never was ſo unhappily miſtaken, as to 
disbelieve the Satisfaction made by our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST ; made to divine Juſtice ; made for the Sins of 
the World. But, I now ſee more clearly its Reaſona- 
bleneſs and Importance; its chearing Aſpect on the guilty 
Conſcience, and its benign Influence on the moral 
Conduct. 

Aſp. 1 congratulate You, dear Theron, from my in- 
moſt Soul, on your thorough Conviction of this impor- 
tant Truth. May You have ſtill more extenſive and 
generous Views of the glorious Article ! And may every 
renewed View be more and more influential on your 
Heart ! | 

Reviving, raviſhing Thought ! To have HIM for 
our bleeding Vit HIM for our great Propitiation ! 
at whoſe Feet the Armies of Heaven bow, and the 
Saints in Light adore !—Reviving, raviſhing Thought! 
To have all our Puniſhment ſuſtained, and the abe 


* Heb. ii. 10. 


G 2 Ourſe 


"Xe . --4 — 


p oy Me 
— 


— 
2 


* 
— 9 — — 
— = Y 7 
"_— ? —,4. * — —_— 
N 5 
— 2 1 „„ 3 5 OY 
— * * © "x * 
— => AC — * * ® — 


124 DIALOG OE IV. 


Curſe of the Law exhauſted , fo that juſtice itſelf can 
demand no more ! Nay : to have ſuch a perfect 
Ranſom paid for our Redemption, as renders it, not 
barely an Act of favourable Indulgence, but of the 
higheſt Righteouſneſs * alſo, to pardon, accept, and 
glorify the Believer ! 

Excuſe me, Theron. My Affections are again upon 
the Soar. But I clip their Wings. — Only let me 
alk, is not this DoQrine the grand Peculiarity of the 
Goſpel ; by which it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from every 
other Religion, profeſſed in the World ?—lIs it not the 
central Point, in which all the Lines of Duty unite, 
and from which all the Rays of Conſolation proceed? 
Strike this Article from the Creed, and You reduce 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs“ to a Syſtem of Ethics: 
You degrade the Chriſtian Church into a School of 
Philoſophy. To deny the Expiation made by our 
REDEEMER's Sacrifice, is to obſcure the brighteſt 
Manifefiation of divine Benignity, and to undermine 
the principal Pillar of practical Religion; is to make a 
deſperate Shipwreck of our everlaſting Intereſts ; and 
to daſh (ſuch, I fear, it will be found, in the final Iſſue 
of Things) Ourſelves to Death, on the very Rock of 
Salvation. | 

Ther. Now, I believe, it is Time to repair Home. 
wards, And I hope, it will be no diiagreeable Ex- 
change, if We reſign our Seat on the Mount, for a 
Place in the Dining-room. 

Aſp. Pray, let me inquire, as. We walk along (for 
] was unwilling to interrupt our Diſcourſe, merely to 


gratify my Curioſity) What may be the Defgn of 


yonder Edifice; which riſes on a ſmall Eminence, near 
the 


Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, GOD is faithful and juſt to for- 
give Us our Sins, 1 John i. 9. Faithful; becauſe He had promiſed 
this Blefling, by the unanimous Voice of a | his Prophets.— J! 
Surely then He will pumiſo ! No; for this very Reaſon He will 
pardon.— This may ſeem ſtrange : but, upon the evangelical 
Principles of Atonement and Redemption, it 1s undoubtedly true. 
Becauſe, when the Debt is paid, or the Purchaſe made, it is the 


Part of Equity to cancel the Bond, and conſign over the purchaſed 
Pellcton, 
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the public Road ? It is neither a Tower, nor a Dwelling 
Houſe ; but looks like a ſtately Column, erected on 
purpoſe to beautify the Proſpect. 

Ther. It is a ſort of monumental Pile. Erected, as 
the Story goes, on a very memorable Occaſion. 
Queen Eleanor accompanied King Edward the Fir 
to (what was called) the Holy War. In which He 
gained very ſignal Advantages over the Infidels, and 
acquired a large Share of Renown to Himſelf. After 
many gallant Exploits performed in the Field, a trea- 
cherous and defperate Saracen, demanding Admittance 
into his Chamber, under Pretence of private Buſineſs, 
wounded Him with an impoiioned Dagger. The Con- 
ſequence of which, his Phyſicians. declared, muſt be 
inevitable and ſpeedy Death, unleſs the Poiſon was 
ſucked out by ſome human Mouth. This might poſſi- 
bly preſerve the royal Patient, but would be extremely 
dangerous to the Operator, | 

Dangerous as it was, his Queen claimed the Office; 
inſiſted upon it, as the Conſort's Right; and executed 
it ſo faithfully, that ſhe ſaved the King's Life, ſo happily, 
that ſhe loſt not her own. After this, She returned 
to England, lived many Years, and bore ſeveral Chil- 
dren. But, ſooner or later, Royalty itſelf muſt pay 
the Debt to Nature. Dying, ona Journey to Scotland, 
She was brought back to the laſt and long Home of our 
Engliſh Monarchs *. — W here-ever her Corple reſted, 
in the Way to its Interment, a Structure + (ſuch as 


Lou now behold) was raiſed: in order to perpetuate the 
Memory of her conjugal QAfection. 


Aſp. And ſhould not our Hearts be a Monument 0. Gra- 
ztitude to the bleſſed FESUS ? Who drew the deadly 


* Weſtminfler Aboy. 
+ One of theſe Structures ſtands on the high Road, near Nor- 


thamptin, It is ſurrounded with a large Flight of Steps, at the 


Bottota; and ornamented, towards the Top, with four fema'e 
Statues, in full Proportion. A Latin Inicription informs the Tra- 
veller, concerning its Occaſion and Deſign ; 


In perpetuam Reg inæ Elranore 
Corjugalis Amoris Memoriam. 


8 3 Venom, 
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Venom, not from our Veins, but from the immertal 
Part of our Nature ; and not at the Hazard, but at the 
Loſs, the certain and wnavoidable Loſs of his precious 
Life. He opened his Breaſt, opened his very Soul, 
to the keen Arrows of vindictive Juſtice ; that tranſ- 
fixing Him, they might drop ſhort of Us. The Poi- 
* ſon whereof drank up bis Spirits“, that the Balm 
of Peace might refreſh ours. 

O my Theron ! Let our Memories be the Tablet, to 
record this unexampled Inſtance of Compaſſion and 
Goodneſs. Let our Afefions dwell upon the tra- 
gical the delightful Hiſtory ; till they Gs 5 into Con- 
trition, and are inflamed with Love. If we want 
an Inſcription, let Us make uſe of thoſe noble Lines, 
which, in the fineſt Climax imaginable, deſcribe the 
” TR and Grace of this aſtoniſhing Tranſac- 

n. 


Survey the wondrous Cure, 

And at each Step let higher Wonder riſe. 

Pardon for infinite Offence !— And Pardon 
Through Means that ſpeak its Value infinite ! 

A Pardon bought with Blood !—With Blood divine !-— 
With Blood divine of HIM, I made my Foe ! — 
Perſiſted to provoke — Though wwoo'd and aw'd, 
Bleft and chaſtis'd, a flagrant Rebel fiill |— 
Nor I alone ] A rebel Univerſe ! 

My Species up in Arms — Not one exempt ! —= 

Tet for the fouleſi of the Foul, He dies + ! 


Job vi. 4. 
+ Night Thoughts, No. IV. 
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DIALOGUE V. 
S PAS IO having ſome Letters of Importance 


A to anſwer, as ſoon as the Cloth was taken away, 

retired from Table. His epiſtolary Engagements 

being diſpatched, he inquired for Theron. The Ser- 

vants informed Him, that their Maſter walked into 

the Garden. A very little Search found Him, ſeat- 

2 on on airy Mount, and ſheltered by an elegant Ar- 
ur. 

Strong and ſubſtantial Plants of Liburnum formed the 
Shell; while the flender. and flexile Shoots of Syringa 
filled up the Interſtices. Was it to compliment, as well 
as to accommodate their worthy Gueſts, that they inter- 
wove the luxuriant Foliage ? Was it to repreſent thoſe 
tender but cloſe Attachments, which had united their 
Affections, and blended their Intereſts ?— I will not 
too poſitively aſcribe ſuch a Deſign to the Diſpoſition 
of the Branches. They compoſed, however, by their 
twining Embraces, no inexpreflive Emblem, both of 
the Endearments and the Adwantages of Friendſhip. 
They compoſed a Canopy, of the freſheſt Verdure, 
and of the thickeſt Texture, So thick, that it in- 
tirely excluded the ſultry Ray ; and ſhed both a cool 
Refreſhment, and an amuſive Gloom: while every 
1 Tract, glared with Light, or fainted with 

Eat. 

Vou enter by an eaſy Aſcent of Steps, lined with 
Turf, and fenced with a Baluſtrade of floping Bay- 
Trees. — The Roof was a fine Concave, peculiarly 
elevated and ſtately. Not emboſſed with Sculpture; 
not mantled over with Fret-work ; not encruſted 
with tplendid Freſco ; but far more delicately adorned 


G4 with 
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with the Syringa's five r Tufts, and the Liburnum's 
Fowering Gold. Whoſe large and lovely Cluſters, 
gracefully pendent from the leafy Dome; diſcloſing 
their Sweets to the delighted Bee; and gently waving 
to the balmy Breath of Spring; gave the utmoſt En- 
richment to the charming Bower. 

Facing the Entrance, lay a ſpacious graſſy Walk; 
terminated by an octangular Baſon, with a curious Je- 
d Eau playing in the Center. The Waters, ſpinning 
trom the lower Orifices, were attenuated into innu- 
mF#able little Threads; which diſperſed themſelves in 
an horizontal Direction, and returned to the Reſervoir 
in a drizling Shower. Thoſe, which iſſued from 
the higher Tubes, and larger Apertures either ſprung 
perpendicularly, or ſpouted obliquely ; and formed, as 
they fell, ſeveral lofty Arches of liquid Cryſtal ; all 
glittering on the Eye, and cooling to the Air. 

Parallel to the Walk ran a Parterre; planted with 
an Aſſemblage of Flowers, that advanced, one above 
another, in regular Gradations of Height, of Dignity, 
and of Beauty. Firſt, a Row of Daifees ; gay as the 
Smile of Youth, and fair as the Virgin-Snows. 
Next, a Range of Crocuſes; like a long Stripe of yellow 
Sattin, quilted with Threads, or diverſified with. 
Sprigs of Green.— A ſuperior Order of Ranunculuſes, 
each reſembling the Cap of an Earl's Coronet, reple- 
niſned the third Story with full-blown Tufts of gloſſy 
Scarlet.—Beyond this, a more elevated Line of Tu- 
lips , raiſed their flouriſhed Heads, and opened their 

| enameled 


* Here is, it muſt be confeſſed, ſome little Deviation from the 
general Laws of the Seaſon ; forme Aracren ſm in the Annals of 
the Parterre. The Flowers unired in this Repreſentation, do 
not, according to the uſual Proceſs of Nature, make their App. ar-' 
ance tegetber. However, as by the Occonomy of a ſkilful Gar- 
dener, they may be thus aſſociated; I hope, the Poſſibility of the 
Thing, will ſcreen my flowery Productions from the Blaſts of Cen- 
ſure! —Or, may I not ſhelter my blooming Afembiy, under the 
Remark of a maſterly Critic ? Which is as pertinent to the Caſe, 
as if it had been written on purpole for our Vindication ; and fo 

| perfectly 
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enameled Cups; not bedecked with a ſingle Tint only. 
but glowing with an intermingled Variety of almoſt every 
radiant Hue. — Above all aroſe, that noble Ornament 
of a royal Eſcutcheon, the Floxwer-de- Luce; bright with 
etherial Blue, and grand with imperial Purple. Which 
formed, by its graceful Projections, a Cornith or a Ca- 
pital of more than Corinthian Richneſs; and imparted 


the moſt conſummate Beauty to the blooming Colo- 
nade. 

The Whole, viewed from the Arbour, looked like 
a Rainbow, painted upon the Ground. And wanted 
nothing to rival that reſplendent Arch, only the Bold- 


neſs of its Sweep, and the Advantage of its ornamental 
Curve. 


To this agreeable Receſs Theron had withdrawn 
Himſelf. Here He fat muſing and thoughtful ; with 
his Eye fixed upon. a Cut, repreſenting ſome magni- 


G. 5 | cent 


perfectly elegant, that it muſt adorn every Work, which quotes it; 
and delight every Perſon, who reads it. 
A Painter of Nature is not obliged to attend Her in her 
ſlow Advances, which ſhe makes from one Seaſon to another; 
« or to obſerve her Conduct in the ſuccceſſive Production of 
Plants and Flowers. He may draw into his Deſc:iption all the 
Beauties of the Spring and Autumn; nd make the whole Year 
contribute ſomething to render it more agreeable. His Roſe- 
& Trees, Woodbines, and Jefſamines may flouriſh together; and 
his Beds be covered at the ſame Time with Lilies, Violets, and 
„ Amaranthuſes. His Soil is not reſtrained to any particular Set 
of Plants, but is proper either for Oaks or Myrtles, and adapts 
itſelf to the Product of every Climate, —Oranges may grow 
wild in it; Myrth may be met with in every Hedge; and if 
He thinks it proper to have a Grove of Spices, He can quick- 
„ly command Sun enough to raiſe it. His Concerts of Birds 
% may be as full harmonious, and his Woods as thick and gloomy, 
as He pleaſes. He is at no more Expence in a long Viſta, than 
a ſhort one; and can as eaſily throw his Caicades from a Pre- 
& cipice of half a Mile high, as from one of twenty Yards, 
© He has his Choice of the Winds, and can turn the Courſe. of 
his Rivers, in all the Variety of Mœ anders, that are moſt de- 
© lightful to the Reader's Imagination. In a Word; He has 
the Modeling of Nature in his own Hands, and may give Her 
what Charms He pleaſes, provided He does not reform her too 
much, and run into Abſurdities by endeavouring to excel. 
| Spect. Vol. VI. No 418. 
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FAcent Ruins. — Wholly intent upon his Speculation, 
He never perceived the Approach of pa,; till He 
had reached the Summit of the Mount, and was ready 
to take a Seat by his Side, 

Aſp. Loſt, Theron! quite loſt in Thought! And 
unaffected with all theſe amiable Chjects; inſenſible 
amidſt this Profuſion of Beauties; which, from every 
Quarter make their Court to your Senſes !—Methinks, 
the ſnarling Szcic in his Tub, could hardly put on a 
greater Severity of Aſpect, than my polite Philoſopher 
in his blooming Eder. 

Ther. Ah! my dear Friend, theſe flowery Toys 
which embelliſh the Garden, are familiar to my Eye, 
and therefore cheap in my Eſteem. I behold them fre- 
quently ; and, for that Reaſon, feel but little of the 

pleaſing ſurprize, which they may poſſibly awaken in 
a Stranger. — Something like this We all experience, 
with regard to Events infinitely more worthy our ad- 
miring Notice. Elſe, why are We not ſtruck with a 
Mixture of Amazement, Veneration, and Gratitude, 
at the grand machinery and magnificent Productions of 
Nature ? 

That the Hand of the ALMIGHTY ſhould wheel 
round the vait terreſtrial Globe, with ſuch prodigious 
Rajidity, and exact Punctuality; on purpole to pro- 
duce the regular Viciſſitudes of Day and Night; on 
purpoſe to bring on the orderly Succeſſion of Seed- 
Time and Harveſt ! — We order, when we read of 
the Iſraelites, ſojourning forty Years in the Deſart, 
marching backwards and forwards over its burning 
Sands; and find neither their Clothes avaxing old“ by 
ſo long a Uſe, nor their Feet felling + with ſuch pain- 
ful ſournies. Yet we {eel no grateful Surpriſe, when 
We enjoy the Benefits of the Air, which clothes the 
Earth as it were with a Garment ; and has neither con- 
trated any noxzozs Taint, through the extenſive Revo- 
lution of almoſt ſix thouſand Years ; nor ſuffered any 
Dininution of its natural Force, though exerciſed in a 
Series of unremitted Activity, ever fince the elementa- 
ry Operations began. 

. This 

Deut. viii. 4. 1 Yeh. ix. 21. 
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This Draught in my Hand, ſſews Us the Iaſtabi- 
lity of the grandeſt, e /aboured Monuments of hu- 
man Art. They are ſoon ſwept away, among the 
other feeble Attempts of Mortality: or remain only, 
as You ſee Here, in ſhattered Ruins; Memorials of 
the vain and powerleſs Ambition of the Builders, — 
How ſtrange then, that a Structure, incomparably 
more tender and delicate, ſhould be preſerved to o/4 
Age, and hoary Hairs! That the bodily Machine, 
which is ſo exquiſite in its Frame, ſo complicated in 
its Parts, and performs ſo many Ihouſands“ of Mo- 
tions every Moment, ſhould continue «impaired, yet 
act without Intermiſſion, ſo many Days, and Weeks, 
and Months, and Years. — How ſtrange all this! 
Vet, becauſe common, how ſeldom does it excite our 
Praiſe, or ſo much as engage our Notice ! 

Aſp. Your Remarks are as juſt, as the Neglect of 
them is cuſtomary. Unaccountable Supineneſs ! 
Though GOD aveth great Things, worthy of all 
Obſervatien ; yea, and Wonders without Number: We 
yawn with Indolence, inftead of being animated with 
Devotion, or tranſported with Delight. Le! He goeth 
before Us in evident Manifeſtations of Wiſdom and 
Power; yet, We fee Him not: He paſſeth on alſo, and 
ſcatters unnumbered Bleſſings from his providential 
Hand ; but We perceive Him not F. 

This, though greatly culpable, is to be reckoned 
among the ſmalle/# Inſtances of our ungrateful Inſen- 

| ſibility. 


*% Thouſands —Not to mention the ſpontanecus, if We conſider 
only the mechanical Motions, which are continually performed 
in the animal Syſtem — the digeſtive Action of the Stomach 
the vermicularAgitation of the Bowels — the Progreſs of the 
Chyle through the lacteal Vellels— the many, many Operations 
of the ſecreting Glands — the Compreflion of the Lungs and all 
their little cellular Lodgments, by every Act of Re'piration-- above 
all, that grand Impetus, the Syſtole of the Heart ; which, by 
every Conſtriction, darts the crimſon Current through an innu- 
merable Multitude of Arteries ; and drives, at the ame Inſtant of 
Time, the refluent Blood through an innumerable Multitude of 
correſponding Veins—Such a View will oblige Us to acknowledge, 
that this Account is far from being extravagant: that it rather 4 
minifhes, than exaggeraces the real Fat, | 

| = F Job ix. IO, 11. 
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ſtbility.—Are We not inattentive even to the Work 
of Redemption? 'I hat Work, which, according to 
the emphatical Declaration of Scripture, exceeds in Glo- 
ry *: is by far the nobleſt, the moſt marvelous of 


all ſublunary, perhaps of all divine, I ranſactions. 
Are We not ſhamefully unaffected, even with the Ap- 
pearance of GOD in human Fleſh: Though the 
King of Kings vouchſafes to exchange his Throne, 
for the Humiliation of a Servant, and the Death of a 
Male factor: though He is pleaſed, by the Imputation 
of his active as well as paſſive Obedience, to become 
the LORD our Righteouſneſs, yet: 
Ther. You are taking an efteQual Way, A ao, 
to rouſe me from my Reverie, and make me indeed like 
the ſnarling Philoſopher. Inputed Righteouſneſs is a 
Scheme = frivo ous and abſurd ; utieriy inſuſfcient 10 
anſwer the End propoſed ; and, One would think, could 
newer be depended on, where there is the leaſi Degree of 
Underflanding, and Capacity for Reofoning . 


A9. 


2 Cor. iii. 9. 

+ The Reader will probably be diſguſted, at this Heat of Tem- 
per, this Aſperity of Diction, and both ſo 467 ti introduced, — 
1 have no Apology to make for my Theron, The Reader bas Rea- 
fon to be diſguſted ; has Reaſon to be chagrined. Only let me de- 
fire Him to remember, That this is the ve y Spirit, nay theſe are 
the very Words, of a celebrated Oppoſer of our Doctrine; not ad- 
ded, when he has fully proved the Abſurdity of the Scheme; but 
aſſumed, even upon the very Fntrance to his Niſcourſe. 

I have often wondered that Diſputants, eÞecially on religious 
Subjects, ſhould chooſe to deal in ſuch acrimnious and reproathful 
Language. Does the Wrath of Man wert the Righteouſneſs of GOD F 

Or, is a paſſionate Invective the proper Means, either to conciliate 
our Affections, or convince our Judgment? — Why ſhould We 
not write in the ſame genteel and obliging Strain, in which We 
eonverſe ? Were We to meet our Antagoniſt in a Friend's Parlour, 
and have a perſonal Conference on the Subject, our Speech wou.d 
be kind, and our Remonſtrances calm ;—* I am forry, Sir, that 

Vou have eſpouſed ſuch Notions. They ſeem to me, extremely 
« wrong, and equally dangerous. I am apt to think, You have 
not duly conſidered, either the little Ground, they have to ſup- 
« port them; or the pernicious Conſequences, that may attend 

„% them.” | 
. Why ſhould not our Controverſies from the Preſs be carried on, 
with ſuch a candid and amicable Strife? This would certainly 
render 


Maxim never to be forgotten; GO D's Thoughts are 
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Aſp. Who is warm now, Theron ? May I not re- 
mind my Friend, that the Reſentful is no more fitted 
to work Conviction than the Rapturous ? Perhaps, 
You have not duly conſidered this Subject; nor ſeen 
it in the proper Point of View. I have ſometimes be- 
held a Ship of War, ſeveral Leagues off at Sea. It 
ſeemed to be a dim cloudy Something, hovering on the 
Skirts of the Horizon; contemptibly mean, and not 
worthy of a Moment's Regard. But as the floating 
Citadel approached, the Maſts aroſe: the Sails ſwelled 
out; its ſtately Form, and curious Proportions ſtruck 
the Sight. It was no longer a ſhapeleſs Maſs, or a Blot 
in the Proſpect, but the Maſter Piece of human Contri- 
vance, and the nobleft Spectacle in the World of Art, 
The Eye is never weary of viewing its Structure, nor 
the Mind in contemplating its Ules. 

Who knows, Theron, but this ſacred Scheme like- 
wiſe, which You now look upon as a confuſed Heap of 
Errors, may very much improve, When more cloſely 
examined. May, at length, become a wile and benign 
Plan ; admirably fitted to the Condition of our fallen 
Nature, and perſectly worthy of all Acceptation. 

. Ther. I know not what may happen, Aſpaſio. But 
there ſeems to be very little Probability of ſuch a 
Change. For, though my laſt Oppoſition was a mock 
Fight: in my preſent Objections I am very fiucere, and 
to this Doctrine I am a real Enemy. The Notion 
of a ſubſtituted and vicarious Righteouſneſs is abſurd 
even to common Senſe, and to the molt natural and 
eaſy Reflections of Men. 

ſp. It may not, my dear Friend, agree with our 
natural Apprehenſions; nor fall in with the Plan, 
which Ve might have devited, for the Salvation of 
Mankind. But this is the Voice of Scripture, and a 


not 
render them, more pleaſing to the Reader ; more profitable to the 
Public; and much more likely to have the defired Effect upon 
our Opponent.,—For my part, I admire the Humanity and Fen- 


derneſs of the Poet's Reſolution 3 even more than the Boldneſs of 


his Figures, or the Beauty of his Expreſſion: 


- To Lopides lauert, ego Hina Verba ene. 
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not as our Thoughts, nor his Ways as our Ways *.— His. 


Righteouſneſs is like the flrong Mountains, and his T udg- 


ments are like the great Deep: the former immovea- 
ble, the Jatter unſearchable. 


Ther. The mention of Mountains, puts me in Mind 


of what I was reading Yeſterday the keen Irony, 
with which Abimelech's principal Officer chaſtiſed the 


bluſtering Gaal: Thou ſeeft the Shadow of the Mountains, 


as if they were Men f. He, it is ſarcaſtically intimated, 
was afraid, and my Appaſio ſeems to be fond, of Sha- 
dows. 
Aſp. Happy for your Apaſio, that Irony is no Ar- 
ument. If a Jury was impanelled to try me and my 
Po tine, I ſhould certainly except againſt Irony. Ge- 


nerally ſpeaking, He is neither à good Man, nor a. 
true. And, if I remember right, You Yourſelf con- 


ſented to ſet Him aſide in this Debate. I ſhall there- 


fore adapt my Reply, rather to what is ſolid, than what . 


is ſmart. 


This Notion, You ſay, ts abſard to common Senſe 
A Saying, upon which I muſt beg Leave to put a 
Query. It was, I own, abſolutely beyond the Power 
of common Senſe, unaſſiſted by divine Revelation, to 
diſcover this Truth. I will grant farther, That this 
Bleſſing infinitely tranſcends, whatever common Senſe 
has obſerved, in all her Converſe with finite Things. 

But, if I have any the leaſt Acquaintance with 
common Senſe, I am very ſure, She ail not, She can- 
not pronounce it an Abſurdity. To this Judge I refer 
the Cauſe. 

And to open the Cauſe a little, let me juſt obſerve, 
That GOD imputed our Sins to his SON. How 
elſe could the immaculate FESUS be puniſhed, as 
the moſt inexcuſable Tranſgreſſor? Awake O Sword, 
againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the Man that is my 
Fellow, ſaith the LO RD of Hoſts . Is not this the 
Voice of a Judge, pronouncing the Sentence, and au- 
thorizing the Execution ? Or rather, does it not de- 
ſcribe the Action of Juſtice, turning the Sword from 

Us, 


* Ifai. lv. 8, + Paal. xxxvi. 6. 1 Judg. N. 36. 
* Zech. xiii. 7» ; 
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Us, and ſheathing it in CHRIST? Who, if He 
was our Subſtitute with regard to penal Suffering, why 
may He not ſtand in the ſame Relation, with regard 
to ju/tifzing Obedience? There is the ſame Reaſon for 
the one, as for the other. Every Argument in fa- 
vour of the former, is equally concluſive in Behalf of 
the latter. 


Ther. I very freely grant, that CHRIST JESUS was 
puniſhed in our Stead ; that his Death is the Expiation 
of our Sin, and the Cauſe of our Security from penal 
Suffering. But this 

Aſp. Will undeniably prove, that Sin was imputed 
to Him; otherwiſe He could not truly ſuffer in our 
Stead, nor be juſtly puniſhed at all. And Imputa- 
tion is as reaſonable and juſtifiable in one Caſe, as in 
* the other; for they both ſtand upon one and the 
« ſame Foot; and for that Reaſon, He who throws 
« down one, throws down both.” —1 ſhould not have 
interrupted my Theron, uy bs introduce this Anſwer 
from an eminent Divine. ho adds, what ſhould be 
very ſeriouſly conſidered ; © And therefore, whoever 
*« rejets the Doctrine of the Imputation of our SA- 

VIOUR's Righteouſneſs to Man, does, by ſo doing, 
reje the Imputation of Man's Sin to our SA VI. 
OUR, and all the Conſequences of it. Or, in 
other Words, He who rejects the Doctrine of the 
Imputation, does, by ſo doing, reject the Doctrine 
„% of the Expiation likewiſe 93 

Ther. I know nothing of this Divine; and, emi- 
nent as He is, can hardly take his 1p/e dixit for a De- 
ciñon. 

Aſp. I was in Hopes, You would pay the greater 
Regard to his Opinion, becauſe He is not in the Num- 
ber of the whimſical Fanatics. 

Give me Leave to obſerve farther, That the Impu- 
tation of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, bears an evident 
Analogy to another great Truth of Chriſtianity, We 
did not perfonally commit Adam's vin, yet are We 


chargeable 


& ST&vnoZ upon Salvation by TESUS CHRIST alone, Vol. I. 
|, 
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owe with Guilt, and liable to Condemnation, on: 
al —— 

Ther. How ! Me chargeable with Guilt, and liable 
to Candemnation, on account of Adam's Tranſgreſiton.! 
This Poſition I muſt deny; I had almoſt ſaid, I muſt 
abhor. None other could, in the Eye of Juſtice and. 
Equity, be blameable lor any Ofience of our firit Pa- 
rents, but they only. 

Aſp. So ſays Theron, but what ſays St. Paul? This 
may be the Voice of zatural Reaſon, but what is the 
Language of dia ine Revelation? Ia whom, that is in. 
Adam, all have fanned. 

Ther. The Words, if I remember right, are, For 
that all haue finned.. | 

Abb. In the Margin, they are tranflated as I have re- 
peated them. For this Interpretation I. might contend,: 
as not in the leqſt incompatible with the original Phraſe *,: 
and as the mot preciſely ſuitable to the ſacred Argument. 
But I wave this Advantage. Let the Words run into, 
your Mould, and the 'I'ranflation take your Form. 
They are equally decifive of the Point in Debate. 
They aſſign the Reaſen, why Death came upon all: 
Men; Jnfants themſelves not excepted : For that all: 
have ſinned. How ! Nat in their own Perſon ; this. 
was utterly impoſſible. But in that firit grand Tranſ- 
greſſion of their federal Head. Which, as it could not 
be actually committed by them, muit, according to the 
Tenour of the Apoſtle's Arguing, be imputed to them: 

Ther: Pray, what do You mean by that crude, and 
to me unintelligible Phrafe, feaera/ Head. 

Aſp. I mean what the Apoltle teaches, when He 
calls CHRIST the fecond Man +, and the laſt Adam J. 
he ſecond The lat How ? Not in a numeri- 
cal Senſe. Not in Order of I ime. But in this Ke- 

| ſpect 


* EQ warrig nge. Rom. v. 12. Not to mention the 
famous Diſtinction of Epictetus, r £Þ npiv, nor the well-known 
Adagy of Hefiod, jatTeov & ems 9%0%v age. See Chap. iv. 18. 
v. 2. of this very Epiltle, where the Prepoſition ti is uſed in Aſ 
fa ſio's Senſe. 


Þ+ 1 Cor. xv. 47. 1 1 Cor. xv. 46. 
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ſpet—That, as Adam was a public Perſon, and acted 
in the Stead of all Mankind; io CHRIST was a public 
Perſon, . and acted in Behalf of all his People—'That, 
as Adam was the firfi general Repreſentative of this 
Kind, CHRIST was the ſecond and the /aft : there ne- 
ver was, and there never will be, any other That, 
what they ſeverally did, in this Capacity, was not in- 
tended to terminate in themſelves, but to affef as many 
ag they reſpectively repreſented. This is St. Paul's 
Meaning, and this is the Foundation of the Doctrine 
of Imputation. 

Ther. If You build it on no other Foundation, 
than your own particular Senſe of the Apoſtle's 
Words, perhaps, it may prove a ſandy and unſtable 
Ground. 

Ajp. T build it upon mine, and I deduce it from 
8 Theron. But I am far from reſting the whole 

eight of the Cauſe, upon a fingle Text. It is 
eſtabliſhed, again and again, in this ſame Chapter. 
Neither do I wonder at the Prejudices, which You 
and Others may entertain againſt the Doctrine. It 
lies quite out of the Road of Reaſon's Reſearches : it 


is among the wonderful Things of GOD's Law. This 


the inſpired Penman foreſaw, and modelled his Diſ- 
courſe accordingly. Like ſome ftilful Engineer, who, 
though He makes the whole Compaſs of his Fortifica- 
tion ſtrong, yet beſtows peculiar and additional Strength 
on thoſe Parts, which He apprehends will be expoſed 
to the fierceſt Attack. So the wiſe, the divinely wiſe 
Apoſtle, has inculcated, and re-inculcated, -this mo- 
mentous Point: has enforced it with all the Aſſiduity 
of Zeal, and confirmed it by all the Energy of Ex- 
preſſion , through the Offence of One, many be dead— 
The Tudgment was by One to Condemnaticn — By one Man's 
Offence Death reigned by One—By the Offence of One, 
Judgment came upon all Men to Condemnation . — That 
there may remain no Poſſibility of miſtaking his Mean- 
ing, or of eluding his Argument, He adds, By oxe 


Man's Diſobedience MAN y were made Sinners |. 
| 


Ther. 
F Rom. v. 15, 16, 17, 18. [| Rom. v. 19. 
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Ther. Sin, I am told by a celebrated Expoſitor, 
ſometimes ſignifies Puniſhment. He farther informs 
me, that We may be ſaid to fin in Adam, not by the 
Imputation of his Diſobedience to Us, but by becom- 
ing obnoxious to thoſe Sufferings which were due to 
his Sin. | 

Aſp. Then the Apoſtle's Reaſoning will ſtand in 
this Form; Death came upon all Men, for that all have 
fenned ; that is, Suffering came upon all Men, be- 
cauſe all have ſuffered. A goodly Strain of Argumen- 
tation for an unerring Writer to uſe! But ſurely 
Gamaliel's Pupil would diſclaim, much more would 
CHRIST's Ambaſſador ſcorn, ſuch weak and un- 
meaning Chicanery. He mentions Sin and its Pu- 
niſhment ; but never hints, that they are intended to 
ſignify one and the ſame Thing. He all along main- 
tains a Di/tinion between them; repreſents the for- 
mer, as the Cauſe of the latter. Juagment, Con- 
demnation, Death are owing to Sin, Offence, Diſobedi- 
ence. It is by the Imputation of theſe, that We be- 
come obnoxious to tho/e, This Account clears up 
the Equity of that providential Government, which: 
executes the Sentence of Death, even on thoſe Deſcen- 
dents of Adam, who have not finned in their own Per- 


ſons. It alſo illuftrates the Procedure of that ſove- 
reign Grace, which treats as righteous, and entitles. 


to Life, even thoſe Believers in JESUS, who have 
not obeyed in their own Perſons. What fays cur 
Church? You have a great Veneration for the Church 
of England, Theron. | 
Ther. I have. But I fear, my Aſſaſis has neither ſo 
honourable an Opinion of her Worſhip, nor ſo ſteady 
an Adherence to her Conſtitution. Otherwiſe, He 
would not ſo highly extol thoſe amvoitiogs and canting 
Hypocrites the Puritans, Who were the moſt invete- 


rate Enemies of our excellent Eſtabliſhment, and would 


have rejoiced in its utter Subverſion. 

Aſp. As to the Puritans, You will do me the Juſtice 
to acknowledge, that I ſpeak only of their evangelical 
Tenets, abſtracted from all political Principles. As 


to my/zlf, your Fears are friendly, but I truſt they are 
: ground- 


4 
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groundleſs. I would only aſk ; Who are to be deemed 
- the moſt affectionate and faithful Sons of their ſacred 
Mother? Thoſe, I preſume, who moſt cordially 
embrace her Doctrines, and moſt dutifully ſubmit to her 
Precepts. By this Touchſtone let my Fidelity be tri- 
ed. And for an immediate Trial, be pleaſed to repeat 
her Ninth Article. 

Ther. I cannot ſay, that I remember the particular 
Words of any, tho' I have often read, and very much 
approve them all. 

Aſp. I wiſh, You would commit to your Memory, 
four or five of the moſt diſtinguiſhed ®. They are a 
N Treaſure, and contain the Quinteſſence of the 

oſpel. | 

Theſe are the Words of the Ninth Article. © Ori- 
« ginal Sin is the Fault and Corruption of every Man, 
« that naturally is engendered of the Offspring of 
1% Adam.” It is the Fault, ſays the pious Biſhop Be- 
veridge, and therefore We e of it. It is the 
Corruption alſo, and therefore We are defiled with it.— 
Our Homilies have recourſe to no ſuch Palliatives, and 
qualifying Interpretations, as my T heron's Expoſitor 
uſes. One of them affirms point-blank, that in Adam 
all Men finned univerfaily.” This ſęems to be a 
Paraphraſe on the Text, whoſe Tranſlation You lately 
controverted. In what Senſe our great poetical Di- 
vine underſtood the ſacred Writer, 1s apparent from 
the following Words ; which are ſuppoſed to have been 
ſpoken by JEHOVAH himſelf ; | 


Adam's Crime 
Makes guilty all his Sons T. 


And from another Paſſage, where our rebellious Pro- 
genitor, bewaifing his aggravated Miſery, and the ex- 
tenſive Malignity of his Sin, declares, 


In me all 
Poſterity lands curs'd T. 
For 


* Eſpecially Article IX, X, XI, XII, XIII. 
+ Milton, B. III. 290. 1 B. X. 817. 
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For my own Part I muſt confeſs, That, if the Iran 
miſſion of original Depravity be granted, I know not 
how the Imputation of Adam's deſtructive Apoſtacy 
can be denied. If We had no Concern in the one, 
how could We be juſtly puniſhed with the other? — 
I fay puniſhed. For, to loſe the primitive Integrity of 
our Nature, and inherit a depraved Diſpoſition, is at 
once a moſt deplorable Calamity, and a moſt terrible 
Puniſhment. Corruption tranſmitted, and Guilt im- 
puted, ſeem to be Doctrines indifſo/uvly connected. To 
allow the former, and reject the latter, is, in my Ap- 
prehenſion, to acknowledge the Eyedt without admit- 
ting the Cauſe. | 

her. To make Us Parties in a Covenant, which We 
did not agree to, can this be equitable? To ruin Us for 
a Crime, which We never committed, can this be mer» 
ciful ? Surely, this is a flagrant Injuſtice, never to be 
aſcribed to the all-gracious GOD. A diabolical Bar- 
barity, add Some, never to be mentioned without the. 
utmoſt Deteſtation. 

Aſp. I ſee no. Cauſe for ſuch a tragical Outcry of 
Barbarity, nor indeed for any Complaint of Injuſtice. 
Not to inſiſt upon the Sovereignty of an all-creating 
GOD, and his unqueſtionable Right to 4% what He 
will with his own, I would only aſk Did He not 
condeſcend to tranſact with Man, not on the Foot of 
abſolute uncontroulable 4uthority, but in the honour- 
able and delightful way of a Covenant Were not 
the Terms of this Covenant perfectly eaſy, and won- 
derfully gracious? J/onderfully gracious: For, they pro- 
poſed a State of inconceivable and everlaſting Felicity * 
to Creatures, who were intitled to 2% Happineſs ; had 
not the leaſt Claim to any Good ; no, not fo much 2s 
to the Privilege of Exiſtence. Perfe#ly eaſy : For, what 
was the Condition on Man's Part? Not any rigorous 
Act of Duty, nor ſevere Courſe of Self-denial, but 
the free Enjoyment of Millions of Bleſſings and Plea- 
ſures, with only the Prohibition of ove pernicious In- 
dulgence. Here then is made, on one Hand, a 
Promiſe of the moſt gloricus Reward, that GOD * * 

| c 


Luke x. 28. 


„ 


*R tl. 


= 


13 
at 


— Pꝑ—::t::E z — — 


DIALOGUE d. i 


ſelf could give: and nothing required, on the other, 
but the /inalleſt Expreſſion of Allegiance, that Man 
himſelf could wiſh. And is this Injuſtice ? Is this 
Barbarity ? 

Ther, All this was equitable enough, with regard to 
Adam: but why ſhould We be condemned for his Vio- 
lation of the Covenant? Or how was ſuch a Con- 
ſtitution of Things gracious, with reſpect 2% Us ? 

Aſp. Why condemned? Becauſe, We ſhould have been 
Partakers of the Benefit and the Glory, if He had per- 
ſevered in his Nuty. To this, I preſume, None would 
object. And if they would not to the one, they ought 
ut to the other. 8 

You aſk farther; How was ſuch à Conflitution of 
Things gracious, with reſpect to Us? I anſwer ; Becauſe 
it was the mt likely Means to fecure the Happineſs 
of Us and all Mankind. Was not Adam, of all other 
Perſons, by far the beſt qualified to act as a genera! 
Head ? He had a Perfection of Knowledge to diſcern 
his true Intereſt: a Perfection of Holineſs, to capaci- 
tate him for Obedience: and a Perfection of Happi- 
neſs, diſpoſing him to Perſeverance. As None could 
have more more eminent Qualifications, None could 
have /o many Obligations. His own eternal Welfare 
was at ſtake: the Salvation of his Family, of his Coun- 
try, of the World, was depending: the Lives, the 
Souls, the everlaſting All of the whole human Race, 
were embarked on the ſingle Bottom of his Fidelity. 
Therefore, the Felicity of every Individual, that ſhould 
ſpring fiom his Loins, was a freſh Motive to Vigilance, 
an additional Engagement to Duty“. As his Love 
to his Offspring was more refined, more exalted, 


more 


Should any Perſon imagine himſelf more capable of ſtanding 
than Adam, who was endewed with all the Perfections of an in- 
nacent, holy, godlike Nature; I think, by this very Imagination, 
He begins to fol; fall into Pride. — Should any Perſon ſuppoſe, 
That. from a View to his own particular Salvation, He would 
have been faithful; when Adam was not engaged to Fidelity, from 
a Regard to his own and the Salvation of all his Poſterity; He 
ſeems to be juſt as wiſe as the Mariner, who perſuades Himſelf, 
That, though a cbouſand Anchors could not ſecure the Ship in a 
Storm, yet one might have done it eſſectually. 
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more godlike than ours, all theſe Conſiderations and 
Inducements muſt operate upon Him, in their fulleſt 
Scope, and with the ſtrongeſt Energy. What an 
Entrenchment was here, to keep out Diſobedience, 
and ward off Ruin! An Entrenchment, deep as Hell; 
high as Heaven; wide as the whole Extent of the hu- 
man Species. | 

Here then I may venture to throw the Gauntlet, and 
challenge the whole World. Let the moſt penetra- 
ting Mind deviſe a Scheme, ſo wiſely and graciouſly 
calculated to aſcertain the Succeſs of a probationary 
State. If this be impracticable, then muſt every Mouth 
be ſtopped: No Tongue can have the leaſt Reaſon 
to complain : I, for my Part, ſhall think myſelf obli- 

ed to admire the Benignity of my CREATOR's 
Conduct; and GOD may juſtly demand of all intelli- 
yu Creatures, What could have been done more for the 
alvation of Mankind, that I hawe not done *. 

Eſpecially, when to all this We add, That the 
fame ALMIGHTY Being, who appointed 4dam to 
be our Repreſentative in the firſt Covenant, with- 
out aſking our afual Conſent ; appointed alſo CHRIST 
to be our Repreſentative in the ſecond Covenant, with- 
out ſtaying for our actual Solicitation. When We take 
this into the Account, there remains not the leaſt Sha- 
dow of Injuſtice ; but Goodneſs, tranſcendent Good- 
neſs, ſhines forth with the brighteſt Luftre. 

Ther. Goodneſs, Aſpafio ! This is ſurpriſing indeed. 
Why, if Adam's Tran'gretſion be laid to our Charge, 
We are damnable Creatures, the very Moment We 
exiſt ; and are liable to the Torments of Hell, even on 
Account of his Diſobedience. To term this Goodneſs, 
is the greateſt of Paradoxes! To affirm it of the DEl- 
TY, is little leſs than Blaſphemy ! 

Aſp. Let Us be calm, my dear Friend, and conſider 
the Caſe impartially. If it is not a real 'Truth, I ſhall 
be as willing to relinquiſh it, as yourſelf. 

Is not Death, eternal Death, the Wages of every 
Sin? And if of every Sin, then doubtleſs of original 
Sin. Which is the Fountain, from whence all the 


Streams 
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Streams of actual Iniquity flow; or rather the Abyſs, 
from whence all the Torrents pour. That, which 
could not be pardoned, but by the Humiliation and 
Agonies of GOD's adorable SON, may reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to deſerve the moſt dreadful Vengeance. 
And it is affirmed, by an Authority which You will 
not diſpute, that For original as well as actual Sin, 
„the Offering of CHRIST is a Propitiation and Sa- 
« tisfaction *.“ | | 

Does not St. Paul deliver it, as a Maxim in Divi- 
nity? That, by the Offence of One, Adam He un- 
doubtedly means, Judgment came upon all Men to Con- 
demnation f. The Import of the Words, together with 
the ConneCtion of the Paſſage, lead Us to underſtand 
this of a Condemnation to eternal Miſery. The Im- 
port of the Words: for, they are doubled , to make 
them peculiarly ſtrong in their Signification : and each 
Word, within the Compaſs of this very Epiſtle, is 
uſed in that awful Latitude of Meaning ||. The Con- 
nection of the Paſſage : becauſe it ſtands oppoſed to that 

ſtification which is unto Life. This, we are ſure, 
includes the Idea of an everlaſting Duration. And 
why ſhould its tremendous Counterpart be leſs exten- 
five ? 

This Senſe is evidently patronized, and this Doctrine 
moſt peremptorily aſſerted, by our eſtabliſhed Church. 
What ſays the Book of Homilies, when treating of the 
Miſeries conſequent upon the Fall? “ This ſo great 
« and miſerable a Plague, if it had only reſted on A- 
„% dam, Who firſt offended, it had been much eaſier, 
„and might the better have been borne. But it fell 
„not only on Him, but alſo on his Poſterity and Chil- 
« dren for ever; fo that the whole Brood of Adam's 
Race ſhould ſuſtain the ſelf-ſame Fall and Puniſh- 
« ment, which their Fore-father by his Offence moſt 
„ juſtly had deſerved 5. Leſt any ſbould mifap- 


prehend the Deſign of our Reformers, and ſuppoſe 
the 


* Article XXXI. ＋ Rom. v. 18. 
T Keijucs eig To x h ꝓ 
Rom. ii. 3. tit. 8. viii. 1. 


& Homily on the Nativity of CHRIST, 
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the Puniſhment to conſiſt only of ſome bodily Suffer- 
ing, or the Loſs of Immortality, it is added in the 
ſame alarming Diſcourfe ; „Neither Adam, nor any 
of his, had any Right or Intereſt at all in the King- 
dom of Heaven; but were become plain Reprobates 
and Caſtaways, being perpetually damned to the 
everlaſting Pains of Hell.“ 

Leſt You ſhould imagine, this might be written un- 
der a Sally of y Zeal, or that it is to be reckoned 
among the doting Opinions of a credulous Antiquity ; 
let me remind my Friend, That it is engrafted into 
the Articles. Thoſe Articles, which were agreed upon 
by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces ; 
were conſented to by the whole Clergy, and are, to 
this Day, the national Standard of our Belief. The 
Ninth Article, beginning with a Deſcription of our de- 
praved Nature, ſubjoins an Account ot its proper De- 
ſert ; © In every Perſon born into the World, it de- 
« ſerveth GOD's Wrath and Damnation “.“ 

Ther. How miſerablè then is Man ! | 

Aſp. In Himſelf He is miſerable beyond Expreſiion. 
But a Conviction of this Miſery is the Beginning of all 
Happineſs. The Valley of Achor is a Dozr of Hofe . 

Ther. Explain Yourſelf, Apaſio. You ſeem to deal 
very much in the Incomprehenſibles. 

App. Such a Conviction would demonſtrate the ab/- 
lute Inſufficiency of all human Attainments, and all hu- 
man Endeavours, to procure Lite and Salvation. 

ED For, 


] am ſurpriſed to ſee a learned Author attempting to ſheath 
the Sting of this awful Denunciation : attempting to prove, that 
the Words do not ſignify GOD's eternal Wrath, and the Dam- 
„ nation of Hell.''—1 ſhall take no Pains to confute what He is 
2 to advance. I leave the Quettion in the Reader's own 

realt, Let Him diſcover, if He can, a different Meaning in the 
Sentence, Unleſs he has a pretty ſhrewd Knack at S y, I am 
perſuaded, He will find it a difficult Matter to give any ether tole- 
rable Turn to the Paſſage. —Surely, it muſt bea great Reproach to 
our venerable Mother, if She delivers her Doctrine in Language 
ſo fallacious, as muſt neceſſarily miſtead the Generality of her Sons: 
or in Terms ſo abſtruſe, as even a good Underiianding cannot de- 
velop, without ſome Proficiency in critical Legerdemain. 


+ Hoſ. ii. 15. Acbor ſigniſies Trouble, 
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For, in caſe We could perform every Jot and Tittle 


of the divine Law; offend in no Inſtance; fall ſhort 


in no Degree; perſevere to the very End; yet this 
would be no more than our preſent bounden Duty. 
Not the leaſt Pittance of Merit could ariſe from all this. 
Much leſs could this be ſufficient to expiate original 
Guilt, or remove the dreadful Entail of the primitive 
all- deſtroying Sin. 

This, therefore, would moſt effectually preclude 
every falſe Confidence; and /eep away, at one Stroke, 
every Refuge of Lies *. It would lay Us under an im- 
mediate, a moſt indiſpenſible, and a happy Neceſſity, of 
betaking ourſelves to CARIST. I ſay happy Neceſ- 
ſity ; becauſe then We ſhould know, by Experience, 
what each Part of our LORD's awful yet tender De- 
claration meaneth; O 1/rael! thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; 
but in ME is thine Help f. We ſhould then find, 
that as Sin and Miſery hawe abounded through the firſt 
Adam, Mercy and Grace have much more abounded 
through the ſecond. For, it We were ruined by a 
Crime which We committed not, We are recovered 
by a Righteouſneſs which We performed not. A 


Righteouſneſs, infinitely ſurpaſſing whatever We could 


have acquired; even though our Nature had been 


tranſmitted to Us, free from any Depravity, and ex- 
empt from all Guilt. 

Ther. In your Opinion then, and according to your 
Scheme, Salve and a Regimen are better than a good 
Conſtitution. 

Aſp. No, Theron, My Opinion is, that none can 
think Himſelf aggrieved, or have any Reaſon to com- 
plain, at that grand and beneficent Regulation, which 
ſuffers the fickly Taper to be obſcured or extinguiſhed, 
but ſheds abroad the boundle/s and majeſtic Beams of 
Day. And if any Compariſon be made between the 
moſt perfect human Obedience, and the everlafting di- 
vine Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, it ſhould be taken from 
the glimmering Taper and the meridian Sun. 


* Tai, XXViit 17. + Hol. xiii, g. 
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Ther, I cannot perſuade myſelf to admire ſuch my- 
Herious and unaccoumtable Notions. They muſt puzzle 
Some: will offend Others: but cannot edify Any. 

Aſp. This Point, That Ve all died in Adam; were 
undone by his Apoſtacy ; cannot puzzle the ſimpleſt, 
if unprejudiced Mind. Nor will it ofend Any, 
but the proud Philoſopher, or the ſelf-righteous Mo- 
raliſt. And I aſſure You, I ſhould not mention it, 
much leſs inſiſt upon it, did it not ſubſerve, and in a 
very ſingular Manner, the Purpoſes of Edification. The 
Doctrine of a REDEEMER, obeying and dying in 
our Stead, is the very Hinge and Center of all evange- 
lical Revelations: is the very Life and Soul of all evan- 
gelical Bleſſings. This Doctrine is not a little illuſtra- 
ted, and is greatly recommended by the Imputation of 
Adam's Sin. 

Contraries, You know, caſt Light upon, and ſet off 
each other. Winter and its ſevere Cold, makes "Oy 
and its chearing Warmth, more ſenſibly perceived, an 
more highly pleaſing. Such an Influence has the pre- 
ſent Subject, with reſpect to the vicarious Obedience 
of our MEDIATOR. The more clearly We ſee the 
Reality of the former, the more thoroughly We ſhall 
diſcern the Expediency, the Excellency, the Glory of the 
latter. The more We are humbled under the One, 
the more We ſhall rejoice, exult, and triumph in the 
Other. The Apoſtle draws a long Parallel, or ra- 
ther forms a ſtrong Contraſt between them, in the 
fifth Chapter to the Romans. He ſpeaks copiouſly of 
Adam's Guilt, imputed to all Mankind for Condemna- 
tion and Death: that He may ſpeak the more accepta- 
bly, the more charmingly of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, 
imputed to all Believers for Juſtification and Life. In 
that dark Ground, He well knew, this faireſt lovelieſt 
Flower of Chriſtianity, appears with peculiar Beauty; 
indeed with all the Beauty of conſummate Wiſdom, 
and adorable Benignity. 

Ther. It really ſeems to me a Thing impoſſible, that 
one Man's Righteouſneſs ſhould be made Another's. 
Can one Man live by the Soul of Another ? Or be 
learned bythe Learning of Another? Good Aa- 
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foo, never attempt to maintain ſuch palpable Abſurdi- 
ties. They will expoſe Chriſtianity to the Scorn of 
Infidels. | | 

Aſp. If Infidels ſcoff at this comfortable Truth, their 
Scoffing will be, like all their other Cavils, not the Voice 
of Reaidn, but the Clamour of Prejudice. 

My Friend's Objection inſinuates, what We never 
aſſert ; That the Eyence of this Righteouſneſs is tranſ- 
ferred. Which would doubtleſs be in Fact impoſſible 
as it is in Theory abſurd. —But this We diſavow, as 
{trenuouſly as You can oppoſe. Our REDEEMER's 
Righteouſneſs is made ours, not by Iafuſion, but b 
Inputation. The very Terms We uſe, may acquit Us 
from ſuch a ridiculous Charge; as Imputation ſigni- 
fies, A placing to the Account of One, what is done by 
Another. Accordingly We believe, That the Eſſence 
of this Righteouſnels is CHRIST's, the Merit of it 
Ours: that CHRIST and CHRIST alone, wrought it 
out ; but that working it out, in our Stead, GOD im- 
putes it to Us; GOD accepts Us for it ; accepts Us 
as much, as if We had, in our own Perſons, perform- 
ed it. | 

Ther. Not all your Refinements can reconcile me 
to this uncouth Notion. — The Practice is znexampled, 
and abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Rules of 4iſtributiwe 
Juſtice. 

Aſp. Ah! my Theron, if We ſeek an Example of 
GOD's unbounded Goodneſs, amongſt the puny Pro- 
ceedings of Men; We ſhall be led into the moſt egre- 
gious Miſapprehenſions. To meaſure one of the Sparks 
on your Ring, and fancy We have taken the Dimen- 
ſion of the Alps or the Andes, would be, in compariſon 
of this Error, a ſmall Miſtake. Since, between a 
brilliant Speck, and a Range of Mountains, there is 
ſome Proportion: but between human Beneficence, and 
this heavenly Bounty, there cannot poſſibly be any,— 
However, the all-condeſcending CREATOR has 
been pleaſed, fo to diſpenſe his infinitely rich Grace; 
that We may find, though nothing parallel, nothing 
correſpondent, yet ſome faint Shadow of its Manner, 
among the Affairs of Mankind. Something, that may 

- 5 give 
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give Us ſuch an Idea of the ſtupendous Subject, as a 
low-worm would give of the Sun's Splendor, in caſe 
a Perſon had never beheld that magnificent Luminary. 
— This Remark I muſt intreat You to recolleQ, when- 
ever I attempt to elucidate the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
by the Occurrences of common Life. 

When your worthy Miniſter was diſabled, by a 
Rheumatic Diſorder, from attending on the Buſineſs 
of his Function, ſeveral of the neighbouring Clergy 
gave Him their Aſſiſtance. Was He not, by this vi- 
carious Performance of his Office, intitled to all the 
Profits of his Living? It ſeems therefore not ſo un- 
exampled a Thing, for one Perſon to act in another's 
Stead. And when & Service is thus diſcharged by the 
Proxy, the Benefit may, according to the received 
Maxims of Mankind, accrue to the Principal. Did 
not Jebu's Deſcendents, even to the fourth Genera- 
tion *, reap the Advantage of their great Grandfather's 
Zeal? Does not the Dule of —— enjoy the Honours 
and Rewards, won by the Sword of a victorious An- 
ceſtor ?—And may not the whole World of Believers, 
with equal, with far greater Juſtice, receive Life and 


Salvation, on account of their all-deſerving SAVIOUR? 


Eſpecially, ſince He and They are one myſtical Body; 
repreſented as ſuch in Scripture, and conſidered as ſuch 
by GOD. 

No, ſay You : this is contrary to the Rules of 44% 
tributive Jaſtice ——What is your Idea of a Surety ? 
How was the Affair ſtated, and how were Matters 
negotiated, with relation to your generous Acquain- 
tance Philander? He, You know, was bound for an 
unfortunate Brother, who lately ſtepped aſide. 

Ther. The Debt, by bis Brother's SE de- 
volved upon Philander. He was reſponſible for all, 
and obliged to pay the whole Sum. 

Aſp. Was not his Payment as ſatisfaFory to the Cre- 
ditor, as if it had been paid in the Debtor's own Per- 
ſon, by the Debtor's own Hand? 

Ther. Certainly. 
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V. Was not the Debtor, by this vicarious Payment, 
releaſed from all Fear of Proſecution, and acquitted from 
any future Demand on this Score ? 

Ther. He was. | 

Aſp. Apply this Inftance to the Redemption of Sin- 
ners by FESUS CHRIST : who is, in the ſacred Wri- 
tings, expreſly ſtyled 4 Surety *: If Philander's Act 
was deemed, in the Eſtimation of Law, the Act of 
his Brother; if the Deed of the former was imputed, 
in point of Advantage, intirely to the latter; why 
ſhould not the ſame Eſſects take place, with regard 
to the divine Bondſman, and poor inſolvent Sinners? 
Why ſhould that be exploded in our Syſtems of Divi- 
ret which is univerſally admitted in our Courts of 

ice? | 

Ther. Obedience and Righteouſneſs are, in the Na- 
ture of the Things themſelves, perſonal Qualities, and 
erly ſo. Every Man is that only (and can be nothing 
elſe) which He is in Himſelf. 

Aſp. 2 as dwelling in Us, is undoubt- 
edly a perſonal Quality; and Obedience, as performed 
by Us, comes under the ſame Denomination. But does 
this ſuperſede the Neceſſity, or deſtroy the Exiftence 
of imputed Righteouſneſs ?—Your- firft Propoſition. 
is ambiguous. Let it ſpeak diſtinctly; add inherent to 
your Righteouſneſs ; and the Senſe becomes determi- 
nate, but the Argument falls to the Ground. 

Every Man is that only, (and can be nothing elſe} 
*which He is in Himſelf. If I had never ſeen the Bi- 
ble, I ſhould have yielded my ready Aſſent to this 
Propoſition. But, when I open the Old Teſtament, 
and find it written by the Prophet; In the LORD ſhall 
all the Houſe of 1jrael be juſtified. When I turn ta 
the New Teſtament, and hear the Apoſtle ſaying ; Ye 
are complete in HIM, who is the Head of all Principa- 
lities and Powers . I cannot concur with Theron, with- 
out contradicting Revelation. Iſrael, or the true Be- 
liever, is ſaid to be juſtified ; and the Foundation of 
this Bleſſing is declared to be, not in Himſelf, but in 


* Heb. vii. 22. + Iſai. xlv. 25, Coloſſ. ii. 10. 
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the LORD. The Colaſſans are ſaid to be complete; 
which we are very certain, they were not in them- 


ſelves; and are expreſly aſſured, they were ſo in 


CHRIST. Hence it appears, quite contrary to my 
Friend's Aﬀertion, that Sinners both hawe and are that 
in CHRIST, which they neither have nor are in them- 
ſelves. They have, by Imputation, a Righteouſneſs in 
CHRIST; they are, by this imputed Righteouſneſs, 
complete before GOD. 

I believe, your Miſtake proceeds from neglecting 

to diſtinguiſh between 7nherent and imputed. We 
never ſuppoſe, That a profane Perſon is devout, or 
an intemperate Perſon ſober. This is inherent Righte- 
Ouſneſs. But We maintain, That the Profane and 
Intemperate, being convinced of their Iniquity, and 
betaking themſelves to the all-ſufficient SAVIOUR for 
Redemption, are intereſted in the Merit both of his 
Life and of his Death. This is imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs. Wie farther affirm, That, though really abo- 
minable in Themſelves, they are fully accepted b 
GOD, for his beloved SON's Sake. This is 75. 
cation through imputed Righteouſneſs. 
Neither is 'this any private, precarious, or unſup 
ported Opinion: it is the clear and poſitive De- 
claration of Scripture. He jufifieth, He abſolves 
from Guilt, He regards as righteous, and treats as 
ſuch hom; Upright, obedient, ſinleſs Creatures? 
This were nothing extraordinar No; but he juſ- 
tifieth the Ungodly *, that believe in the LORD FESUS. 
Imputing, as the Ground of this Juſtification, heir 
Treſpaſſes to Him, and His Righteouſneſs to them. 

Ther. I ſee no Occaſion for ſuch zice Diſtinctions, 
and metaphyſical Subtilties, in plain popular Divinity. 
Hard Terms and abſtruſe Notions, may perplex the 
Head, but ſeldom improve the Heart. 

Ap. Why then do You oblige Us to make Uſe of 
them? If ſome People ti and entangle the Reins, 
it behoves Others to clear them of the Embarraſment, 


and replace them in their due Order. — Many Writers, 
| either 


* Rom. iv. 5. 
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either from an artful Deſign, or through a ſtrange In- 
advertence, have jumbled and confounded theſe two 
very different Ideas. Hence, they have ſtarted Ob- 
jections to our Doctrine, which, the Moment You in- 
troduce this obvious Diſtinction, vaniſh into Air. They 
fall into a Miſtake of their own, and then throw the 
Abfurdity npon Others. 

I am no more fond of hard Terms, and abſtruſe 
Notions, than my Theron. Neither can I think the 
Inſtance before Us ſo abſtruſe a Notion. I am very 
certain, You are capable of comprehending much higher 
and nicer Refinements. Therefore, I muſt once again 
intreat You to remember the very material Difference, 
between inherent and imputed Righteouſneſs. The for- 
mer expreſſes Sanctification ; the latter denotes Juſtif- 
cation. By this, We are reſtored to the Favour of 
GOD; by that, We are made meet for his heavenly 
Kingdom.—Let this Diſtinction, which is eaſy, which 
is ſcriptural, which is important, take place; and We 
may for the future diſmiſs, what You call, our meta- 
phyſical Subtilties. Our Diſagreement will ceaſe, and 
our Opinions tally. | 

Ther. J queſtion that, Apaſio. There are other 
Difficulties to be got over, before I can digeſt ſo crude 
an Opinion. If we are juſtified by the Righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST, then the Righteouſneſs which juſtifies 
Mankind is already wrought out. 

Aſp And this You take to be a moſt enormous 
Falſhood. Whereas, I look upon it as a moſt de- 
lightful Truth. The Righteouſneſs, which juſti- 
fies ſinful Man, was ſet on foot; when GOD ſent 
forth his SON from the Habitation of his Holineſs 
and Glory, to be born of a Woman, and made ſub- 
je& to the Law. It was carried on, through the 
whole Courſe of our SAVIOUR's Life; in which He 
always did ſuch Things, as were pleaſing to his hea- 
venly FATHER. It was completed at that ever me- 
morable, that grand Period of Time, when the bleſſed 
IMMANUEL bowed his dying Head ; and cried, with 
a ſtrong triumphant Voice, Ir 1s FINISHED. 
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If the juſtifying Righteouſneſs was to be wrought 
by Ourſelues, We could never be truly and fully juſ- 
tified till Death ; till our Warfare was accompliſhed, 
and our /aft Act of Obedience exerted. — But how 
uncomfortable is this Opinion ! How miſerable would 
it render our Lives! And how directly does it run 
counter to the Determination of the Apoſtle; Ne ARE 
jufiifed®! 

Ther. Soothed then with this pleaſing Surmiſe, may 
not the Libertine ſay to his Soul? Soul, take 
« thine Eaſe in the moſt indolent Security. All my 
« carnal Appetites, indulge Yourſelves without Re- 
« ſtraint. Conſcience, be under no Sollicitude to live 
« ſoberly, righteouſly, and godlily. For the Work is 
« done; all done to thine Hands. Thou art like ſome 
« fortunate Heir, whoſe Parents have been ſucceſsful- 
« ly induſtrious; and have left nothing to exerciſe the 
6 Diligence of their ſurviving Son, but only to poſ- 
« ſeſs the Inheritance, and live on Labours not his 
66 own.” 

Aſp. The Libertine, who only ſpeculates or diſputes, 
may indeed abuſe the Doctrine of Grace. But the Be- 
Lever, who feels the Power of Grace, will improve it 
to better Purpoſes. Where the former only #ufuates 
in. the 8 ſuch deteſtable Conſequences 
may enſue. Where the latter operates on the Heart, it 
will always produce very different Effects. Such a 
Perſon, — ſuch a Faith, will be no more inclined to 
Inactivity or Licentiouſneſs; than our buſy 22 
Companions are inclined, by this bright Sun- ſhine an 
all thoſe expanded Bloſſoms, to ſleep eway their Hours 


in the Hive. And You may as ſoon expect to ſee theſe 


Colonies of the Spring, ſwarming in December, cling- 
ing to an /cicle, or diſperſing themſelves to gather Ho- 
ney on the So; as to ſee a truly gracious Man, who 
is dead to Sin, living any longer therein F. Whoever, 
therefore, ſo ſhamefully perwerts ſo ſweet and glorious 
a Doctrine, is a Witneſs againſt himſelf, that he has 
neither Lot nor Portion in the ineſtimable Privilege. 


* 1 Cor. vi. tt. + Rom. vi. 2. 
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If an Animal ſuck Poiſon from the moſt wholeſome 
Herbs, We are ſure from that infallible Indication, it 
is the vile Spider, or ſome envenomed InſeR, - not the 
valuable and induſtrious Bee. 

Ther. Truly, 4ſpaffo, I know not how to call that 
Doctrine ſweet, much leſs can I recommend it as 
wholeſome ; which renders Repentance, perſonal: Re- 
formation, and inherent ReCtitude needleſs. And if 
your Fenet is once received, all theſe Duties may fair- 
ly be diſmiſſed. So that if the Thing was poſſible; yet 
it would be pernicious. 

Aſp. The Prophet was of another Mind: They ſhall 
look on Him whom they have pierced, and mourn . Sin- 
ners ſhall look, by Faith, to their crucified LORD: 
ſhall ſee Him faſtened with Nails to the curſed Free; 
ſee Him ſtabbed to the Heart by the bloody Spear. 
And remembering, that this was the Puniſhment due to 
their Provocations ; be/tewing,. that by this Puniſhment, 
they are freed from all penal Sufferings, and intitled to 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings : they ſhall not be tempted to 
tranſgreſs, but incited to mourn ; not play: the Pro- 
fligate, but act the Penitent.—— The Apoſtle exactly 
agrees with the Prophet; and both are diametrically 
oppoſite to my Friend; the Goodneſs, the tranſcendent 
and amazing Goodneſs of GOD our SAVIOUR, inſtead 
of diverting from, /eadeth to. Repentance ||. 

Far from obſtructing, it powerfully promotes perſo- 
nal Reformation. For thus faith that all-wiſe Being, 
who intimately knows our Frame, and diſcerns what 
is moſt effectual to work upon our Minds; The Grace 
of GOD, which bringeth Salvation, hath appeared; 
teaching Ui, that denying all Ungodlineſs and worldl; 
Lufts, We fhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godlily in 
this preſent evil World 1. Grace, You obſerve, even 
that gloriouſly free Grace, which bringeth Salvation to 
unworthy Creatures, is a Diſſuaſive of all Vice, and an 
Encouragement to every Virtue. 


+ Zech. xii. 10. I Rom. ii. 4. 1 Tit. ii, 27, 12, 
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As to inherent Rectitude, how can that be rendered 
needleſs by imputed Righteouſneſs ? Is Health render- 
ed inſignificant by the Abundance of our Riches? Does 
Eaſe become ſuperfluous, through the Beauty of our 


Apparel? Holineſs is the Health of our Souls, and 
the Eaſe of our Minds. Whereas, ungovernable Paſ- 
ſions create keener Anguiſh, than a Brood of Vipers 
gnawing our Boſoms. Inordinate Deſires are a more 
intolerable Nuiſance, than Swarms of Locuſts infeſt- 
ing our Abodes. To regulate hee, and to reſtrain 
theſe, can never be needleſs, till Comfort and Sorrow 
change their Properties; till the diabolical Nature be- 
comes equally deſirable with the Divine. | 
_ Ther. The Believer, indeed, out of mere Genero- 
tity; may if He pleaſe, add Works of Righteouſneſs 
2 his own. But his main Intereſt is ſecure without 
em. 
AD. Rather, Theron, He muft out of Duty, He wilt 
out of Gratitude, and from the new Diſpoſition of his 


Nature He cannot but, add to his Faith Works of 


Righteouſneſs. - 

Flow runs the heavenly Eai&, in this Caſe made 
and provided? I will, that they who have believed in 
GOD, be careful to maintain good Works ®. How 
beats the Pulſe of a believing Soul? You may feel it, 
in that truly generous Demand, made by the P/almift : 
What Gall I render unto the LORD for all the Benefits, 
that He hath done unto me +? A grateful Heart wants 
not the Goad, but is a Spur to itſelf. How leans 
the Biaſs of his Nature ? He is new born ; created in 
CHRIST FESUS unto good Works | ; his Delight is 
in the Law of the LORD ||. And Whatever is our 
ſupreme Delight, We are ſure to proſecute ; and pro- 
ſecute with Ardour. We cannot but ſpeak the Things 


which 


® Tit. iii, 8. The original Word cęogac da has a Beauty 
and an Energy, which, I believe it is impoſſibie for our Language 
to preſerve, by any literal Tranſlation, It implies, That a Be- 
liever ſhould not only be exerciſed in, but eminent for, all good 


Works: ſhould he Others the Way, and outfirip them in the 


honourable Race: be both a Pattern, and a Patron of univerſal 


Godlineſs. : 
t Pſal. cxyi, 11. 1 Eph, Il, 10. 1 Pal, 1. 2. 
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ewhich we have ſeen and heard 9, was the Profeſſion of 
the Apoſtles; and, if applied to practical Godlineſs, is 
the Experience of the Chriſtian. 

Nor can his main Intereſt be ſecure without a holy 
Obedience. Becauſe, the Judge of the World, at the 
Day of eternal Retribution, will declare to the Work- 
ers of Iniquity ; I never knew You ; depart from me. 
Becauſe Holineſs, though not the Cauſe of our Ad- 
mittance to the beatific Viſion is ſo neceſſary a Qua- 
lification, that without it no Man ſhall ſee the LORD f. 
Without it, there is no Acceſs to Heaven, neither could 
there be any Enjoyment in Heaven. 

Ther. Pray, recollect Yourſelf, 4/þaſio. According 
to the 'Tenour of your own Illuſtration, the Neceſſity 
of perſonal Obedience is evidently vacated. For, how 
can the Law demand a Debt of the Principal, which 
has been fully diſcharged by the Surety ? 

Aſp. We are no longer under a Neceſſity of obey- 
ing the Law, in order to eſtabliſh our Juſtitication, or 
lay the Foundation for our final Acceptance. We 
are nevertheleſs engaged, by ſeveral other indiſpenſibie 
Obligations, to regulate our Converſation according 
to thoſe ſacred Precepts. Becauſe——this is the moſt 
authentic Proof of our Love to the gracious RE- 
DEEMER; If ye Lowe me, keep my Commandments J. 
his is an infallible Evidence of our Union with 
that exalted Head; He that abideth in Me, and I in 
Him, the ſame bringeth forth much Fruit | —— This is 
the invariable and the moſt effectual Method, of adorn- 
ing ¶ our Profeſſion, and magnifying its divine Au- 

| thor ; 


& Cannot but—This is an Exprefſion uſed by the Apoſtles, Acts 
iv. 20. It deſcribes the genuine and habitual Propenſity of their 
neww Nature. As the compaſſionate Bowels cannot but yearn at 
Spectacles of Miſcry : as the benevolent Heart cannot but dilate 
with Pleaſure, at the Sight of a Brother's Happinets ; ſo the new 
Creature in CHRIST, cannot but defire to glorify, and delight to 
obey—cannot but be ambitious { gi.) to reſemble, aud 
covet to enjoy the ever bleſſed GUI). BO, 

* Matt. Vii. 23. + Heb. xi. 14. t John xiv. 15, 
John xv. 5. 

J Good Works are therefore tiled, AG £26, grace{ul, cer 
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thor ; Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may 
fee. your good Works, and glorify your Father, which is in 
Heaven 7. 

Do We then make woid the Law, through Faith in 
the imputed Righteouſneſs of our LORD ?——The 
Apoſtle ſhall reply. And He replies with a kind of 
. zealous Abhorrence ; GOD forbid! Not content to 
deny this falſe Inſinuation, he maintains the very Re- 
verſe; Yea, We eftabliſh the Law . Conſidered as the 
original Covenant of Life; We provide for its Honour, 
by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST. Conſidered 
as an invariable Standard of Duty; We enforce its 
Obſervance, by the moſt rational, manly, & and en- 
dearing Motives. 

Ther. Should We admit this Doctrine, Mankind 
could no longer be conſidered as in themſelves, and 
ſolely in themſelves accountable Creatures. Nor would 
the future Judgment be an equitable Diſtribution of 
Rewards and Puniſhments ; but only GOD's awful 
and uncontroulable Execution of his own arbitrary and 
irreverſible Decrees. 

Aſp. I bave never been accuſtomed to conſider Man- 
kind, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, as accountable 
ſolely in themſelves. Becauſe, in this comfortable and 
benign Scheme, a MEDIATOR intervenes ; under- 
takes to anſwer. for his People; and bears the ** 
tiſement of their Peace. Were We accountable ſolely 
in Ourſelves, CHRIST, as our great High-Prieſt, 
would be ſet afide ; and his Sacrifice, as a Propitiation 
for Sin, be of none Effect. 

Why may not the future ſudgment, be an equitable 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments? If thoſe, 
who reject the Atonement of the dying JESUS, and 
Tefuſe to depend on his conſummate Righteouſneſs, are 
left to ſtand or fall, according to the Iſſue of their own 
Obedience. If Believers, on the other Hand, are ac- 
cepted through their moſt meritorious REDEEMER ; 
but rewarded with higher or inferior Degrees of Feli- 
City, in proportion to the Sanctity of their Nature, 5; 
E 


? Matt. v. 16. Rom. iii. 31, & Hol. xi, 4. 
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Uſefulneſs of their Lives. I ſee nothing arbitrary in 
this Procedure, but an admirable Mixture of juſt Se- 
verity, and free Goodnefs—On thoſe, who reject the 
Atonement, juſt Severity, 'To thoſe, who rely on 
their SAVIOUR, free Goodneſs. 

Ther. The Obedience of CHRIST was whollydue for 
Himſelf; therefore could not merit for Another. 

Aſp. A bold Aﬀertion this! Whoever can make it 
good, will undoubtedly overthrow my Opinion ; and, 
at the ſame Time, deſtroy all my Hopes. But ſurely, 
Theron, it is not your real Sentiment. x 

Could it then be Matter of Duty in-tlie eternal 
SON, to be born of a Woman, and in the LORD of 
Lords, to become the Servant of all? Could it be Mat- 
ter of Duty in the KING of Glory, to embrace the 
Infamy of the Croſs ; and in the PRINCE of Life, to 
pour out his Soul unto Death ? If all this was Mat- 
ter of Duty, the ever bleſſed 7 ESUS (How ſhall 1 
ſpeak it? Who can believe it?) was no better than an 
unprofitable Servant. For, ſuch is the acknowledged 
Character of every One, who does no more than is his 
Duty to do “. 

Ther. Not ſo faſt, my Friend. Remember what the 
Scripture affirms. CHRIST is ſaid to receive a Com- 
mandment, and be ſubje to the Law : Both which Ex- 
preſſions evidently imply Duty. 

Aſp. In order to accompliſh our Redemption, the 
Son of GOD ſubmitted Himſelf to the Authority of 
the Law, and became obedient to its Precepts. But, 
this was his own ſpontaneous Act; the Matter of his 
free Choice; to which He lay under no Manner of Ob- 
ligation, till He engaged to be our Surety. 

Being in the Furm of GOD, He was Lord of the 
Law ; and no more ſubject to its Commands, than ob- 
noxious to its Curſe. Nevertheleſs, He took upon Him 
the Form of a Servant; and was made under the Law. 
Wherefore ? That He might obtain everlaſting Life and 
Glory for himſelf? No; but that He might redeem 
thoſe who were under the Law +. From which it ap- 
pears, that both his Engagement and his Obedience 


were, 


Luke xvii. 10. + Gal. iv. 5. 
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were, not for Himſelf, but for his People. Therefore 


the Prophet cries out with holy Exultation; To Us a 
Child is born; to Us a Son is given 11 His incarnate 
State and human Nature, together with all that He did 
and ſuffered in both, were for Us: zho/e aſſumed on 
our Account, zhe/e referred to our Advantage. 

Let Us conſider this, and be amazed, and be charm- 
ed. The great univerſal LORD vouchſafes to pay 
univerſal Obedience ! What Condeſcenſion was Here !— 
He vouchſafes to pay it, for Us Men, and for our Re- 
demption ! What Goodneſs was this! 

Ther. Before We indulge the devotional Strain, We 
ſhould take Care that our Devotion is founded on ra- 
tional Principles. Otherwiſe it may prove like the Flaſh 
of a Sky- rocket, tranſient and momentary. 

Aſp. For this, I think, there is a ſolid Foundation 
in Reaſon, as well as Scripture. As ſoon as the Man 
CHRIST JESUS was united to the Second Perſon of 
the TRINITY, He muſt have, by virtue of that 


' Union, an unqueſtionable Right to everlaſting Life 


and Glory. Therefore, He could be under 20 Nece/- 
fity of obeying, in order to procure either Honour or 
Happineſs for Himſelf. But all that He performed, in 
conformity to the preceptive Part- of the Law, He 
performed under the Character of a public Perſon + 
in the Place, and for the Benefit of his ſpiritual Seed. 
That they might be intereſted in it, and juſtified 
by it. 
£8 Be it ſo: the Believer is intereſted in CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs. —Pray is He intereſted in All, or only 
in Part? If in all, then every Believer is equally 
righteous, and equally to be rewarded. Which is con- 
trary to an allowed Maxim, That there will be different 
Allotments of Happineſs in the heavenly World. 
If in Part only, how will You aſcertain the Degree ? 
What Proportion belongs to this Perſon, and what to 
the other ? Either Way, your Scheme 1s inextri- 
cably embarraſed. 
Aſp. 


1 Ifai. ix. 6. E, preterea Emphaſis fingularis in Voce nobis. 
Significat id, quod omnes ſentiunt, noſtro Bono & Commodo »a- 
tum eſſe bunc Puerum Imperatorem. Vitringa in loc. 
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Aſp. The Reply to my Theron's Inquiry is eaſy; 


and the Embarraſment He mentions, is but imagina- 
ry.—Every true Believer is intereſted in a CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs ; in the whole Merit of his ſpotleſs Na- 
ture, of his perfect Obedience, and expiatory Death. 
Leſs than the Whole, would be unavailable. Where- 
as, the Whole renders Us completely juſtified. 


You are a great Admirer of Anatomy, Theron, and 


muſt undoubtedly remember the very peculiar Struc- 
ture of the Ear. Other Parts of the Body are pro- 
greſſive in their Growth. Their Bulk is proportioned 
to the infantile or manly Age. But the Organs of 
Hearing, I have been informed, are preciſely of the 
ſame Size, in the feeble Infant, and the confirmed A- 
dult. Juſtification likewiſe, being abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to a State of Acceptance with GOD, is, in eve- 
ry Stage of the Chriſtian Courſe, and even in the firſt 
Pawn of ſincere Faith, complete. With regard to the 
Exiſtence of the Privilege, there is no Difference “ in 
the Babes, the young Men, the Fathers in CHRIST. 
The Perception, the Aſſurance, the comfortable Enjoy- 


- 
r —— —— —— 


ment of the Mercy, may increaſe. But the Mercy it- 


ſelf is incapable of Augmentation. 

The various Advances in Sanctification account for 
the various Degrees of future Glory. And not account 
for them only, but render them intirely reaſonable ; 
and, according to our Apprehenſion of Things, una- 
voidable. As to ſettling the Proportion, We may 
ſafely leave that to the SUPREME ARBITRATOR. 
He, who meteth out the Heavens with a Span, and ſet- 
teth a Compaſs upon the Face of the Deep, cannot be at a 
Loſs to adjuſt this Particular. 


Ther. 


®* To the ſame Purpoſe ſpeaks one of our moſt celebrated Di- 
vines; as great an Adept in ſacred Literature, as Ages have pro- 
duced.—“ All are juſtified iE: the Truth of Faith juſtifying, 
„ not the Meaſure. Juſtification therefore is the ſame in All 
& that believe: though their Belief be in different Degrees. So, 
« once in the Wilderneſs, all gathered not Manna in the ſame 
« Meaſure; yet, when all came to meaſure, they had all alike; 
« none above an Omer, none under.“ 

Lightfoot, Vol. II. p. 1052, 
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Ther. The Organs of Hearing, though not preciſe- 
Iy, are very nearly, of the ſame Bulk, in the Babe and 
the Man. They acquire from advancing Years, ſcarce 
any Thing more than an Increaſe of Solidity. So that 
F make no Objection to your Illuſtration, but only to 
your Doctrine. | 

If CHRIST has done all, and we are intitled to his 
whole Merits only by believing ; to be ſaved muſt be 
the eaſieſt Ly in the World. Whereas, the Bible 
repreſents Chriſtianity, as a ſharp Warfare, a State of 
Wreſtling, a Courſe of Striving.——In good Truth, 
Aſpaſio, You prophecy pleaſing Things. Divinity is 
not your Profeſſion ; or elſe, I mould number You 
among the ſmooth, emollient, downy. Doctors.“ 
For, according to the Articles of your Creed, there is 


no more Difficulty in ſecuring Heaven, than in riſing 


from our Seat. 

Aſp. A ſpeculative Aſſent to all the Principles of Re- 
ligion, is, Iacknowledge, a very eaſy Matter. It may, 
it -wft exiſt, whenever there is a tolerable Capacity 
for Reaſoning, and a due Attention to Evidence. 
This notional Faith forced its Way into the Breaſt of 
Simon the Sorcerer“; and extorted a Confeſſion from 
the dying Lips of Julian + the Apoſtate. Irreſiſtible 


as the Stroke of Lightning, terrible alſo as its fiery. 
Glare, it flaſhes Conviction into the very Devils. Even 


thoſe execrable Spirits believe and tremble J. 


But 


Acts viii. 13. 
+ It is related in Eceleſiaſtical Hiſtory, That, when the Em- 
peror Julian was ſetting out upon his Parthian Expedition, He 


threatened to perſecute the Chriſtians with the utmoſt Severity, as 


ſoon as He returned victorious. Upon this Occaſion, Libanius 
the Rhetorician, with an inſulting Air, asked one of them; What 
the Carpenter's Son was doing, vbbile ſuch a Storm lung over bis 


Followers ?——The Carpenter's Sen, replied the Chriſtian, is making 


a Coffin for your Emperor. —The Event proved the Anſwer to be 
prophetic. For, in an Engagement with the Enemy, the wretch- 


ed Apoſtate was mortally wounded ; and cried, with his expiring 


Breath, Vici, O Galilze! I am wanguiſhed, O Galilean ! Toy 
Right-band bath the Pre-eminence ! 
1 Jam, ii. 19, 
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But the Faith, which, far from reſting in Specula- 
tion, exalts the Deſires; regulates the Paſſions ; and 
refines the whole Converſation the Faith which, 
according to the expreſſive Language of Scripture ; pu- 
rifies the Heart; overcomes the World; and ſets the Af 
fections on Things above——this truly noble and trium- 
- Phant Faith, is no ſuch eaſy Acquiſition. This is the 
Gift of an infinite Benefactor: the Work of a divine 
Agent. Called, therefore, by way of ſuper-eminent 
Diſtinction, Faith of the Operation of GOD 1 Becauſe 
GOD himſelf, by the effectual Working of his mighty 
Power, produces it in the human Soul. 

The Exerciſe of this Faith, I would not compare 
tq an active Gentleman, riſing from his Seat; but ra- 
ther to a fip-wrecked Mariner, labouring to gain ſome 
Place of Safety. He efpies a large Rock, that rears 
its Head above the boiſterous Flood. To this He 
bears away, and to this He approaches: but, whirl- 
ing Winds, and daſhing Waves, drive Him back to an 
unhappy Diſtance. Exerting all his Strength, He 
advances nearer ſtill; and attempts to climb the deſi- 
rable Eminence. When, a ſweeping Surge interpoſes, 
and drenches him again in the rolling |, Boa 
determined Efforts, He recovers the Space He had loſt. 
Now, He faſtens on the Cliff, and bas almoſt eſcaped 
the Danger. But, there is ſuch a Numbneſs in his 
Limbs, that He cannot maintain his Hold; and ſuch 
an impetuous Swell in the Ocean, that He is once 
more diſlodged, and plunged afreſh into the raging Bil- 
lows. What can he do? His Life, his precious 
Life, is at ſtake. He muſt renew, ſtill renew his En- 
deavours. And let Him not abandon Himſelf to Deſ- 

air. The MASTER fees Him, amidſt all his fruit- 

ſs Toil. Let Him cry earneſtly, LORD, ſave me! 
J periſh and HE, who commandeth the Winds and 
the Waves, will be ſure to put forth his Hand, and 
reſcue Him from the devouring Waters. 
Such, my Friend, ſo painful, ſo afſiduous are the 
Struggles of Faith ; before it can reſt, in peaceful 
Security, on the Rock of Ages, CHRIST HIVE, 


| Col. ii, 12. 
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Of this You may, ſome Time or other, be aſſured, 
not only from my Lips, but from your own Experi- 
ence. 

Ther. What may happen in ſome future Period of 
Time, is beyond my Power to foreſee. At preſent, 
T am apt to think, We muſt put a ſtop to the theolo- 
gical Lecture. Don't you remember our Engagement 
with Altinous! And You will own, that Punctuality 


in performing our Promiſes, is at leaſt a moral Virtue, 
if it be not a Chriſtian Grace. 
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SPASTO's Affairs called Him to London. He 
ſtaid in Town a few Days: but as ſoon as Bu- 
ſineſs was finiſhed, he quitted the City, and haſtened 
to his Friend's Country-Seat. Upon his Arrival, He 
found ſome agreeable Company, that came on purpoſe 
to ſpend the Evening with the Family. This Incident 
prevented the immediate Proſecution of their Subject. 
As the next Morning proved miſty, and unfit for 
walking abroad, Theron invited Aſpafio to paſs an Hour 
in his Study. | 
It was ſituate at the Extremity of a large Gallery: 
which, while it conducted the Feet to a Repoſitory of 
Learning, interpoſed between the Ear, and all the Diſ- 
turbance of domeſtic Affairs. So that You are accom- 
modated with every Thing, that may regale a ſtudious 
Mind; and incommoded with nothing, that may in- 
terrupt a ſedate Attention. Aſpafio readily conſent- 


ed to the Propoſal ; but deſired, firſt, to take a Turn 
in this beautiful Oblong, and divert Himſelf with the 
Decorations of the Place. 


Ad. 
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Ap. A very ſhort Survey, Theron, is ſufficient to 
diſcover the Correctneſs of your Judgment, and the 
true Delicacy of your Taſte. Here, are no imperti- 
nent and frivolous Exhibitions of romantic Tales, or 
poetic Stories. Here, are no indecent Pieces of Image- 
ry, that tend to corrupt a chaſte, or inflame a wanton 
Fancy. On the contrary, I am preſented with a 
Collection of Maps, accurately drawn by the moſt able 
Hands; and ſeveral remarkable Tranſactions of Anti- 
quity, moſt eloquently told in the Language of the 
Pencil.— Vou have happily hit that grand Point, which 
the Gentleman of Refinement, as well as the Author 
of Genius ſhould ever keep in View The Union of 
the Beneficial with the Delightful *. 
Ther. Indeed, my Aſpafio, I have often been diſap- 
—— ſometimes even ſhocked, in the Gardens, the 
orticos, and the Walks of ſome modern Virtuaſi. 
Their Pourtraits and Statues are little elſe, but an 
Aſſemblage of elaborate Trifles. Ixion ſtretched upon 


the Wheel, or Phaeton precipitated from the Chariot. 


Apollo ſtringing his Lyre, or Jupiter (I beg his ſupreme 
Highneſs's Pardon, for not giving Him the Precedence 
in my Catalogue) beſtriding his Eagle, and balancing 
his Bolts. Pray, where is the Advantage of being 
introduced to this fabulous Tribe of Gentry ? What 
noble Idea can they awaken, or what valuable Impreſ- 
fion leave upon the Mind? The beſt We can ſay of 
ſuch Performances, is, That they are Limning and 
Sculpture expenſively thrown away. 

This celebrated T'rumpery, One can bear with, 
however. But, when the Painting and Sculpture, in- 
ftead of cultivating Virtue, and improving our Mo- 
rals, are calculated to be the very Bane of both 
will You call his an elegant Entertzinment? No: 
'tis a Nuiſance. Tis a Peſt. In the Statues, I 
grant, every Dimple ſinks, and every Muſcle ſwells, 
with the exacteſt Propriety. The Countenance is ani- 
mated with Life, and the Limbs are ready to ſtart into 
Motion. The Pidure, I am ſenſible, is as highly 


finiſhed as the Effigy. The Diſtributions of Light and 
Shade 


® Omne tulit Punctum, qui miſcuit Utile Dulci, Ho. 
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Shade moſt artfully adjuſted. The Diminutions of the 
Perſpective true to a Nicety. Nor can any Thing 
exceed the eaſy Flow of the Robe, unleſs it be the 
graceful Attitude, and almoſt ſpeaking Aſpect, of the 
principal Figure. But, is this mafterly Execution an 
Equivalent for the moſt malignant Effects? For ſully- 
ing the Purity of my Fancy, and poiſoning the Powers 
of my Imagination ? 

Is it an Indication of the Owner's judicious Taſte, 
to prefer Regularity of Features in the hammered 
Block, before orderly and harmonious Affections in 
his own Breaſt? Does it beſpeak a refined Diſpoſition, 
or a benevolent Temper, to be fo extravagantly ena- 
moured with the Touches of a laicivious Pencil; as 
to expoſe them in the moſt frequented Paſſages, and 
obtrude them on every unwary Gueſt ?—Surely, this 
can create no very advantageous Opinion of a Gen- 
tleman's intellectual Diſcernment. Much leſs can it 
raiſe an amiable Idea of his moral Character“. On 
ſuch Occaſions, I am ſtrongly tempted to ſuipe&, That 
real Honour 1s a Stranger, where common Decency f 
is wanting. 

As for the Artiſt, One can hardly forbear execrating 
his hateful! Folly, who could proſtitute ſuch fine Ta- 
lents to ſuch intamous Pur poſes. Deteſted be the 
Chizzel! that teaches, tho with inimitable Dexterity, 
the cold obdurate Marble to inkindle diſſolute Affecti- 
ons.——Abhorred be the Pencil! that makes no other 
Uſe of the moſt lovely Colours, than to pollute the 
Canvaſs, and inſnare the Spectator. 

It is argued, I know, that many of thoſe Pieces are 
the completeſt Models extant. —An everlaſting * 

| this 


Tis Pity, but the Advice of Cicero, that great Maſter of ele- 
gant Taſte, and polite Manners, was received as a Standard of 
Regulation, by all our Connoifſeurs in the fine Arts. In primrs 
provideat, ne Ornamenta Ædium atque Hortorum Vitium aliguod 
indicert ineſſe Moribus. De Offic. : 

+ A Gentleman, obſerving ſome groſs Indelicacies of this Kind, 
at the Seat of a Perſon of Diſtinction, very acutely (and, I be- 
eve, too juſtly) faid ; 


His Paintings are the Gibbet of bis Name, 
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this to the Art: but no Apology for the Performances. 
vince, the more nicely they are executed, the more 
miſchievous þ is their Influence. It ſtrikes the ſurer, 
and finks the deeper. It dreſſes Deſtruction gay, and 
paves with Beauty the Way to Ruin. 

It is my chief Ambition, Aſpaffo, to have all my 
Decorations fo circumſtanced, that the Beholder may 
learn ſome valuable Lefſon in Morality, or be reminded 
of ſome important Event in Hiſtory : may find, even in 
the Scenes of his Amuſement, ſomething to eſtabliſh his 
Virtue, or inlarge his Knowledge. 

I frequently entertain my eldeſt Son, who is read- 
ing the Greek and Latin Hiſtorians, with an Explana- 
tion of my principal Drawings. That he may behold 

| in 

1 I hope it will not be thought improper; I wiſh, it was 
intirely needleſs; to animadvert upon a Practice, which is not 


only a Reproach to our Cbriſtian Profeſſion, but an Intult «pon 
National Decorum, The Practice of expoſing to public View, and 


offering to public Sale, ſuch fhameful Prines ; as are fitted only 


to awaken licentious Deſires, and cheriſh the moſt profligate Dit- 
poſitions, 

Such Spectacles are a Species of the rankeff Poiſon, And can 
the Poiſon be Jeſs pernicious, becaule it is received at the Eye, 
inſtead of paſſing through the Lips? Becauſe it tends more imme- 
diately to debauch the Morals, and burt remotely to deſtroy the 
Conſtitution No Wonder, ſo many of our Youths are corrupt- 
ed, and ſo many Robberies committed ; while ſuch Scenes of pic- 
tared Lewdneſs, are ſuffered to inflame them with Luſt, and ha- 
dituate them to Impudence. 

Another very indecent Cuſtom has unaccountably ſtole its Way, 
into ſeveral Performances of Genius and Elegance, The Cuſtom, 
I mean, of repreſenting the Muſes, the Graces, and other roman- 
tic Perſonages, in the Form of beautiful Ladies, partly, if not, 
intirely, naked. Tis true, here are no looſe Adventures; no 
immodeſt Geſtures; nay more, the Artiſt expreſſes hig own, and 
conſults y-wr Modeſty, by 2 you with a Pofition in Pro- 
ble, by the Intervention of a Foliage, or the Lappet of a Robe, 
— But let me ask the ingenious Operator, If he would chooſe to 
introduce his Wife or his Daughter, in ſuch a Manner, to public 
Company ?—lIs He itartled at the Qgeſtion? Is He ſhocked at the 
Thought? Then, let Him refteCt, and let Others conſider, Whe- 
ther that can be graceful or allowable in a Picture, which would 
be brutal and unſufferable in common Life ? 

Socrates (who, before his Application to Philoſophy, practiſed 
as a Statuary ) could not but bluſh at this Abuſe of his Art. And, 
being to form a Repreſentation of the Graces, he repreſented them 
properly babited. 
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in Colouring, what He has peruſed in Narrative. 
At this Inſtant, the Youth happened to make his oe” 
pearance ; paying his Reſpects to Apaſio, and dutifully 
ſaluting his Father. It juſt recurs to my Memory, 
faid Theron, that ſome neceſſary Affairs of the Family, 
require my Attendance for a few Minutes. Will You 
excuſe my Abſence, good Apaſio; and permit my Son 
to ſupply my Place ? 

You will very much oblige me, by leaving me ſuch 
a Companion. And come, my dear Sir, addreſſin 
Himſelf to Eugenio, as I know You are a Lover of 
Learning, what think You of diverting Ourſelves with 
theſe agreeable Books ? Which give Us their inſtruc- 
tive Leſſons, not in puzzling Languages, but in plea- 
ſing Colours. Eugenio (poke his Conſent, and ex- 
preſſed his Modeſty, by a becoming Bluſh. While 
Aſpaſio proceeded 

Aſp. This is a ſtriking Picture indeed! Hills piled on 
Hills form a moſt aſtoniſhing Proſpect. What horri- 


ble Magnificence reigns amidit thoſe wild and ſhaggy 


Rocks! Nature. ſeems to have deſigned them for the 
Boundaries of the World. Yet thoſe daring Troops are 
attempting to paſs the prodigious Barrier. Who are 
they, Eugenio, and whom ſhall We call their Leader? 

Eug. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal, heading 
and encouraging his Army in the Paſſage of the Alps. 
The Sons of Africa ſeem to ſhiver with Cold, as they 
traverſe thoſe frozen Regions, and march among the 
Clouds. | 

Aſp. Tis the very ſame. Some, You obſerve, 
climb, with exceſſive Toil, the ſteep and craggy Cliffs. 
Others, with far greater Difficulty, deſcend through 
dreadful Declivities of Ice ; expoſed all the while, to 
the Arrows of the Mountaineers.—Some, endeavour- 
ing to avoid the Showers of Steel, ſlip with their Feet, 
and tumble headlong down the vaſt projecting Pro- 


montories. See from what a . e they are falling! 


Carriages and their Drivers, the Horſe and his Rider! 
And at what a Diſtance ſtill, from the ſtony Abyſs be- 
low! Some lie, with cloſed Eye-lids, and ghaſtly Fea- 


tures, daſhed to Death at the very Bottom. Others, 


writhing 


. 


„ Ut 


* 
* 
4 
Fo 
3 
i: 
3 
4 
4 
4 
% 
7 


c S IS 


DIALOGUE VI 16) 


writhing with the Torture of mangled Limbs, and bro- 
ken Bones, lift up an agonizing Lack to their Com- 
rades. Their Comrades, inſenſible of a Brother's 
Miſery, and wholly intent upon their own Preſerva- 
tion, hang frightfully ſuſpended on the Edges of the 
Precipice. 'The Precipice ſeems to totter as they 
cling ; and the alarmed SpeQator expects, every Mo- 
ment, a hideous Downfall. Are You not ſtartled 
at the View, Eugenio, and in pain for the hardy Ad- 
venturers ? 

Eug. I am, Sir. And I wonder, how they will ex- 
tricate themſelves from theſe perilous Circumſtan- 
ces. I have read in Livy, that they cut their Wa 
through the Rocks, after they had ſoftened them wit 
Vinegar. But 1s this probable? How could they pro- 
cure : ſufficient Quantity, amidſt thoſe deſolate Moun- 
tains ! 

Aſp. I believe, their Reſolution and their Perſeverance, 
were the Vinegar. Theſe open a Road through Rocks. 
Theſe, under the Conduct of Prudence, and the Fa- 
vour of Heaven *, ſurmount all Obſtacles. Influen- 
ced by theſe, the Survivors preſs boldly on ; __ are 

eter- 


* Under the Faveur of Heaven cannot but wiſh, that the 
Relator of Lord Anſon's Voyage round the World, had anticipated 
Aſpaſio's Remark, Had made ſome grateful Acknowledgments 
to an interpoſing PROVIDENCE, in that maſculine, nervous, no- 
ble Narrative..-A Narrative of ſuch ſignal Deliverances, fo criti- 
cally timed, and fo ſurpriſingly circumſtanced; as, in the Courſe of 
one Expedition, are ſcarcely to be paralleled. | 

I am perſuaded, it would have been no Diſparagement of the 
great Commander, and his gallant Officers; to have it thankful- 
ly recognized, on ſome very unexpected, yet moſt advantageous 
Turn of Affairs, THIS HATH GOD poxEg !— Neither could it 
have detracted from the Merit of the brave Sailors, to have con- 
feſſed, on many hazardous Emergencies z That all their Reſolu- 
tion, all their Addreſs, and the Exertion of their utmoit Ahilities, 
had been only 77% Labour, without the remarkable Co-operation 
of divine Goodneſs. And I am apprehenſive, that it muſt conſi- 
derably diminiſh the Delight of many Readers, to obſerve the bleſſed 
Author of all theſe Mercies, paſſed by unnoticed, unacknowledg- 
ed, and without any Share of the Praiſe, 

The Sarcaſm on Pope Adrian and his Exploits, I fear, would 
be. too proper on this Occaſion, Hie DEUS nibil fecit. 
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determined to vanquiſh the Horrors of Nature, as a 
Prelude to their Victory over the Forces of Rome. 
Theſe, I hope, will be the conſtant Companions of 
my Eugenio's youthful Studies; and will enable Him 
alſo to conquer the Difficulties, that lie in his Way to 
Learning. 

What is our next Draught? At each End we have 
a Group of living Figures. All the intermediate Space 
is an extenſive 'I ra&t of Land, diverſified only by ra- 
id Rivers, horrid Deſarts, and mountainous Ridges ; 
with here and there a few ſavage Natives, in uncouth 
Dreſſes, and formidable Arms. It is more like a 
Map, than a Pickure. And the moſt remarkable Beau- 

is, the aerial Per/p:five. Which puts a very agree- 
able Cheat upon our Eyes; cauſing Us to behold, on 
an Ell of Canvais, the Space of many Hundreds of 
Miles. 

Eug. This repreſents The Retreat of the ten Thouſand 
Greeks. Firſt We behold them in the Plains of Me- 
dia ; at an immenſe Diſtance from their native Coun- 
try; without Guides; without Pioviſion; and what 
is the moſt deſperate Calamity of all, deprived of their 
ableſt Officers by Treachery and Murder. Well 
may they look dejected. How have I pitied them, as 
I read their Story! Abhorred the Perfidy of their Ene- 
mies, and wiſhed them all Succeſs in their hazardous 
Enterprize ! 

ſp. Don't you perceive their drooping Spirits be- 
gin to revive, and ſome Gleam of Hope diffuſes itſelf 
through their Countenances, while they liſten to the 


eloquent Xenophon ? Who ſtands conſpicuous in the 


Midft, * his Soldiers, and rouſing their 
Courage. But, Ah! what a vaſt Extent of unknown 
Climes muſt they traverſe, with a numerous and vic- 
torious Army, haraſſing them in Flank, or hanging 
upon their Rear! What Fatigues muſt they ſuſtain, 
what Hardſhips endure, before they arrive at their 
wiſhed for Home! Home ! Fired by the enchant- 


ing Name, and animated by their brave philoſophic 


Leader, they reſolve to puſh their Way through all the 


Extremes oi Peril and rain. '1o tcatter, with their 
little 
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little Band, the incircling Millions of Barbarian, is 
the ſmalleſt of their Atchievements. They croſs Ri- 
vers, they ſcale Rocks, whoſe ſlippery Banks, and 
craggy Summits, are lined with oppoſing Nations. 
They wade through Deſerts of Snow; and paſs over 
inhoſpitable Mountains, the far more dreaded Abodes 
of Deſolation, Drought, and Famine. They encounter 
the Keenneſs of the Northern Storm, and all the Ri- 
gour of the moſt malignant Seaſons. —As ſome of theſe 
Articles are incapable of being expreſſed by the Pencil, 
the Artiſt remits Us to the Hiſtorian; and has con- 
tented Himſelf, with marking out the moſt diſtin- 
8 Stages of this memorable Expedition. Only 

e view the courageous Itinerants, once again, on a 
pretty lofty Eminence. There they appear, not with 
their former Dejection, but in all the "Tranſports 
of Joy. 

fan This, Sir, is the Mountain Tecqua, From 
whence they had the firſt View of the Sea, and the 
hrit Dawn of Safety. There they embrace one an- 
other, and exto] their Commanders, efpecially the 
noble Aznophon: Whoſe Hiſtory gives me great De- 


light, and his manly yet benign Aſpect ſtrangely at- 


tracts my Eſteem. Methinks, under ſuch a General, 
I could have been willing to take my Share, in all the 
'Toil, andall the Hazards of the Expedition. 

Aſp. Would my Eugenio? Then I will lift Him un- 


der a Captain, unſpeakably more accompliſhed and be- 


neficent. Young as You are, You ſhall, from this 
Hour, commence a Soldier and a Traveler. A Solder, 
to fight againſt Sin, and every Temptation. A Fra- 
weler, to paſs through the Wilderneſs, of this World, 
unto the Land of everlaſting Reſt. — Though your 
Enemies may be numerous, and your Journey tedious, 
yet faint not, neither be diſcouraged. The LORD 
of Heaven is your Guide, and Heaven itſelf. ſhall be 
your exceeding. great Reward. When You arrive at 
thoſe happy Abddes, your Delight will infinitely ſur- 
paſs, all that the Greczans felt on Tecqza; When their 
raviſhed Eyes beheld, and their Tongues with Extaſy 
ſhouted, The Sea! The Sea! 

Vol. I. I The 
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The Scene of yonder Picture, I would venture to 
affirm, lies among the antient Jesus. 

Eug. How can you tell this, Sir, at ſuch a Diſtance ? 
Asp. By the Fringes annexed to their Garments.— 
GOD Almighty commanded all the Zews, to obſerve 
this Peculiarity in their Habit“. That, their very 
Clothes, being different from the Apparel of their 
Heathen Neighbours, might admoniſh them not to be 
conformed to their idolatrous Worſhip, and licentious 
Manners.— This, as well as every other divine Com- 
mand, our LORD 7 ESUSCHRIST moſt exactly 
obeyed. Therefore, We are told by the evangelical 
Hiſtorian, That the diſeaſed Woman, who touched but 
the Hem of his Garment, wwas reſtored to Health. Hem 
it is, in our Engliſb Bibles. But, if You conſult, as 
J hope you often will, that moſt excellent of all Books, 
- the Greek Teſtament; You will find, that the original 
Word might more properly be rendered Fringe +. 
However, let Us paſs from the Drapery to the Deſign. 

Eug. Here, We ſee David in one of the moſt 
threatning Exigencies of his whole Life. Saul, more 
like a Blood- Hound than a King, purſues the beſt of 
Sons, and the moſt valuable of Subjects. He has ex- 
tended the Wings of his very ſuperior Army, in order 
to ſurround 4 the injured Hero, and his Handful of 
Aſſociates. Aſp. 


One would wonder, how the Fewws can fo tenaciouſly adhere 
to their Law, and yet ſo apparently neglect its Precepts. Where 
are the Sons of Abrabam, that obſerve this expreſs and poſitive 
Command of JEHOVAH? Though s indeed might be 
obeyed, yet many of the Meſaicai Injunctions are rendered, and 
by Providence itſelf, abſolutely impracticable. Is not this there- 
fore a moſt inconteſtible Proof—a Proof, not invented by the Arts 
of Sophiſtry, but written by the Finger of the ALMIGHTY 
himſelf—that the /zga/ Ordinances are aboliſhed, in order to make 
way for a better Diſpenſation? When the Avenues are become in- 
acceſſible, the Houſe untenantable, and the principal Apartments 
irreparably decayed ; is not this the moſt cogent Admonition to the 
Inhabitants, that they betake themſelves to ſome new and more 
commodious Reſidence ?P—See Numb. xv. 38. 

+ Matt. ix. 20. Kecoredoy, 

1 To this, or ſome ſuch Incident, may be applied a Paſſage of 
the Pſalms, which, in our Tranſlation, is very obſcure ; has ſcarce 
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Aſp. This is the moſt animated, and, I think, the 
moſt maſterly Performance, that has hitherto come 
under our Notice.—Confternation and Doubt agitate 
their Looks. Shall they ſurrender themſelves, as fo 
many tame Victims, to a Tyrant's Fury? Or, ſhall they 
cut their Way to Safety, through the Hearts of Country- 
men, Friends, and Brothers ? Dreadful Dilemma! 
While they are debating, the Purſuers are cloſing upon 
them. A few, a few Minutes more, mult decide their 
Fate.—But who is the Perſon that intervenes, juſt at 
this critical ſuncture? 

Eug. It is a Meſſenger from the principal Inhabi- 
tants of Judæa. He comes breathleſs and trembling, 
Amazement in *his Face, and Duſt upon his Hezd. 
An Irvaſion! He cries— 4n Invaſion ! —T he Philiſlines 
hade poured themſelves upon our Frontiers“ The Phi- 
Jiſlines are over-running the Land ® ! 

Aſp. Upon the Receipt of this News, See! what 
Vexation reddens in the diſappointed Monarch's As- 


Senſe ; or if any, a very unjuſtiſiable one. Wherefore ſhould I fear in 
the Days of Evil, when the Wickedneſs of my Heels c:ompaſſeth me round 
about? Plaim xlix. 5.—Wterefere * The Reaſon is very apparent. 
When Wickedneſs cleaves to our Heels, or attends our Goings, it 
raiſes an Army of Terrors. It unſheaths the Sword of divine Ven— 
geance, and levels at our guilt Heads every Threatning in the 
Book of GOD. 

Surely then another Tranſlation ſhould be given to the Words, 
and a different Turn to the Senſe! And another Tranſlation the 
Words will bear; a different Senſe the Connection demands. 
Wherefore ſhould I fear, when Wickedneſs compeſſeth me about at my 
Heels? This is a fine ſpirited Interrogation, This implies a great 
and nobie Truth. From this aiſo the Verſe appeats, not only 
vith Propriety, but with Beauty. Ven Wickedneſs, or the ma- 
licious Attempts of wicked Men —cmpaN me about, ſurround me, 
threaten me on every Side —nay, when they are at my very Heels, 
ju{t upon the Point to ſeize, overwhelm, and cruſh me; lo that 
the Danger ſeems both inevitable and imminert, — Vet even then, 
having G O D's almighty Power and inviolable Paithfalne:s for my 
Protection, wwhereſire ſhould I be alarmed ? Alarmed! No; con- 
fiding in ſuch a Safzguard, I will bid Defiance to my Enemies, and 
bid Adieu to my Fears, 

* This Event is related, 1 Sam. xxlii. 25, Sc. And it is one of 
the moſt extraordinary Inſtances of a divine lute:polal, at the very 


Criſis of Need, that any Hiſtory has recorded, 
| 12 pect! 
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pet! What Anger lightens in his Eye! At the ſame 
Time, what pale Reflections on his Country's Danger, 
mingle themſelves with the fiery Paſſions, and almoſt 
quench the Flame inkindling in his Cheeks, Shall the 
Vulture relinquiſh his Prey, even when it lies flutter- 
ing under his Talons? Galling Thought! But his 
Kingdom is at ſtake. If he does not immediately ad- 
vance to repel the Enemy, his All, his All js loft. 
Burning therefore with Indignation, yet chilled with 
Fear, He turns, haſty though reluctant, away *. 
Are You not charmed, Eugenio, with this Deſcription 
of tumultuous and contrary Paſſions ? Which afford the 
fineſt Subject for hiſtoric Painting, and are ſo happily 
expreſſed. in this Piece. . 

Eug. Indeed, Sir, I am ſhocked, rather than charmed. 
The very Looks of that revengeful Monarch fill me 
with Horror. What muſt He ſuffer in his Mind, who 
diſcovers ſuch Rage and Anguiſh in his Features! J 
would not have his furious Temper, for all his royal 
Power. 

Aſp. Then, my dear Eugenio, You mui endeavour 
to ſuppreſs every Emotion of Envy and Malevolence. 
You muſt cheriſh a cordial Good-will to all Men ; and 
learn to rejoice in their Excellencies and Happineſs, as 
well as in your own. Envy is the Worm that gnaws, 
Envy is the Fury that embroils his wretched Heart. 
And an Author, with whom You will ere long be zc- 
quainted, has aſſured Us ; 

Invidia Siculi non invenere Tyranni 
Tormentum majus. Hor. 

The next is a kind of Night-piece. Stars are in the 
Sky, and the new Moon rides on the Skirts of the 
Hemiſphere. Which affords juſt Light enough to diſtin- 
guiſh ObjeQs.— This is a perfect Contraſt to the fore- 


going. We ſee no Conflict of jarring Paſſions. But 


the principal Perſon appears calm and compoſed, as the 
Night that ſurrounds Him. He ſtands on the Bank of 


a River, 


— — Exo atxorriyt SH. 
Thus Homer expreſſes the Contrariety of Paſſions, that frequently 
operate, at the ſame Time, in the ſame Breaſt, 
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a River, thoughtful and attentive, as though he was 
pondering or executing ſome important Project. 

Eug. This is Cyrus the Great. He ſtands upon the 
Banks of the Euphrates ; not far from Babylon. He points 
with his Sceptre, and is giving Directions to his Army. 
Their Orders are, to 10 through the Channel of the 
River, (which is drained of its Water) in order to ſur- 
priſe the City. | 

Aſp. This is a Prince of very ſuperior Dignity. 
The honoured Inſtrument of executing JEHOVAH's 
Counſels. He was foretold by the Prophet 1/aiah, 
and even mentioned by Name *, more than two hun- 
dred Years before his Birth. Let Us wiſh Him Prot- 
perity. For He goes to humble the Pride of Babylon, 
and releaſe the Captivity of 1ael. — See! with what 
regular Movements, and what calm Alacrity, his Troops 
advance. Silence ſeems to eſcort them; while, under 
Covert of the Shades, and with Providence at their 
Head, they march along a Road, never before trodden 
by the Foot of Man. The Soldiers of the Garriſon, 
have abandoned their Station on the Wall, to join 
in the diſſolute Indulgence of this fatal Night. The 
Inhabitants, like many a heedleſs Sinner, are lulled in 
Security, even on the very Brink of Ruin. 

 Eug. Why are thoſe — Gates, which lead to 
the River, placed in ſuch a diſtinguiſhed Point of 
View ? They ſtrike my Eye more, I think, than all 
the Monuments of Art and Grandeur, which adorn 
that ſuperb City. — And let me farther aſk, Whether 
the Painter has not offended againſt Probability, in 
ſuffering them to ſtand wide open? On the Approach 
of ſo formidable an Adverſary, I ſhould expect to hate 
found them ſhut with all poſſible Security. 

Aſp. In this Particular, the Painter has ſhewed his 
Judgment, and not forgotten his Piety, GOD had 
devoted that haughty and oppreſſive Metropolis to De- 
ſtruction. And You will perceive, from this Circum- 
ſtance, how wonderfully He over-rules all Events, for 


the Accompliſhment of his ſacred Purpoſes. Had thoſe 


* Tſai. xliv. 28. xlv. 1. 
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ponderous Gates been ſhut ®, the City had continued 
impregnable, and the whole Enterprize been defeated. 
But, through ſome accidental Forgetfulneſs, occa- 
ſioned by the Diſorders of this riotous Solemnity, or 
rather by a very fignal Interpoſition of divine Vengeance, 
they are left open, and afford an eaſy Entrance to 
Slaughter and Death. Which ruſh upon the unhappy 
Creatures, all funk in Sleep, or over-charged with 
Wine, as a concealed Snare, in ſome dreadful unex- 
pected Moment ſprings up, and inextricably entangles 
the unwary Bird. Was I to inſcribe this Picture with 
a Motto, I would chooſe the Apoſtle's Admonition, 

Be SOBER: BE VIGILANT. 
Whois this, with his Length of Hair + flowing upon 
his Shoulders; with ſuch Amplitude of Perſonage, 
ſuch 


See this very momentous, though ſeemingly inconſiderable 
Circumſtance, finely illuſtrated by Mr. Rollin, and compared with 
a remarkable Prophecy in IJſaiab. Antient Hi. Vol. II. p. 144, 
15 3.—A Work, in which the moſt entertaining and influ Bree 
Events of Antiquity, are regularly digeſted ; elegantly related; and 
ſtripped of thoſe minuter Incidents, which make the Story move 
flow, and are apt to fatigue the Attention. Conciſe, but judicious 
Obſervations are interſperſed, Which may teach young Minds, 
to form a right Judgment of Things : and not be miſled by the 
P/2ufibility of popular Notions, or the Partiality of prejudiced 
Hiſtorians.— Many very diſtinguiſhed Predictians of Scripture, are 
explained and confirmed by correſpondent FaQs, from the moſt 
authentic Memoirs of claflical Literature. Indeed, a perpetual 
Regard to the Elucidation and Honour of the ſacred Oracles, runs 
through and ennobles the whole Performance, — Which Method, if 
not ſtrictly conformable to the Rules of Hiſtorical Compoſition, is 
a Tranſgreſſion of them greatly to their Advantage. It may be ſaid 
to reſemble the go/den Branch, celebrated by Pargil, and plucked by 
his Hero. Whoſe Growth, though a Departure from the uſual 
L.ws of Vegetation, was lar from depreciating the Value of the 
Tree. 

Though I admire the Whole, I am charmed with the Concluſion, 
It is, I think, peculiarly pertinent, and inimitably grand, Has a 
Dignity, an Elevation, a Majeſty, which, ſomewhat like the 
Kingdom it deſcribes, is quite unequalled, and little leſs than ftu- 
pendous; | 


Ilavrober agyver®-, xevorny “ enednxe xogonv. 


F I believe, it was not cuſtomary with the Romans, eſpecially 
their Warriors, to have long flowing Hair. This therefore might 
ſeem 
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ſuch Magnificence of Mien, and noble Plainneſs of 
Habit ? 

Eug. This, Sir, is my favourite Piece. - My Father 
ſometimes ſhews me the Heads of the Philoſophers: 
but there is ſomething ſo uninviting and ſevere in Se- 
crates and Diogenes, that I could never much admire 
them.—But this, Sir, is Scitio; the Thunderbolt of 
War, as Virgil calls Him. Here is ſomething ſo lovely 
and graceful, as well as grand and majeſtic, that I am 
never weary of looking on Him. 

Aſp. He appears with a Lady of diſtinguiſhed Beauty 
in his Hand. | | 

Eug. This is the captive Princeſs; who had been 
taken in War; who was ſet apart for the General's 
Prize; but whom He is now reſtoring to her eſpouſed 
Huſband. 

Aſp. You are right, Eugenio. He has juſt led in 
his lovely Captive, attended by her Huſband and Pa- 
rents, amidſt a full Aſſembly of Romans and Celtiberians ; 
the Victors and the Vanquiſhed. His.modeſt Eyes, You 
obſerve, are rather turned from, than gazing upon, the 
blooming Virgin. Cannot You ſuppoſe, how the 
Spectators muſt be affected, upon the Opening of this 
extraordinary Scene? Every One beholds, the Hero 
with Admiration, the Lady with Delight. Every Boſom 
is big with ExpeQation, or in Pain for the Event. 
After a ſhort Pauſe, He addreſſes Himſelf to the Lover, 
in Words to this Effect.—““ I am no Stranger to your 
<« Intereſt in this fine Woman. The Fortune of War 
has put her intirely into my Power. The Circum- 
* ſtances of my Youth cannot render me inſenſible to 
« ſo engaging a Perſon. But with Us Romans, Ho- 
* nour and Generoſity have a more. prevailing In- 
«« fluence, than tranſitory Pleaſures. Take your Bride; 


| | * 
ſeem an Offence againſt what the Talians call 1 Coflume, if the 


Painter was not ſupported by the Authority of L:wy, Who, in his 
deſcriptive Picture of Scipio, gives Us the following Touches ; Spe- 
cies Corporis ampla ac magnifica. Præterquam quod ſuapte Natura 
multa Majeſtas inerat, adornabat promiſſa Cæſaries, Habituſque Cor- 
poris, non cultus Munditiis, ſed virilis were ac militaris. 
Lib. XXVIII. c. 35. 
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be happy in each Other; and when You look upon 


this Gift, admire the Romans, be a Friend to Rome. 


pon this He delivers Her (as You behold the Ac- 
tion here repreſented) to the enamoured Prince. 

See! how the Crouds, that cluſter and hang around, 
are ſtruck with the beneficent Deed I In the Celtibe- 
riant, We behold a Mixture of Veneration and Sur- 
priſe. Their Looks are full of Meaning. Methinks, 
they are going to cry out; Excellent Man / In the Ro- 
mans, We diſcern a conſcious Superiority, and Exul- 
tation of Mind. Triumph is in their Features. As 
though they would ſay, This wondrous Man is ours ! —— 
In the Lady, We admire the accompliſhed and modeſt 
Fair ; uniting all the Dignity of her Birth, with all the 
Delicacy of her Sex. What ſoft Confuſion, and what 
tender Joy, appear in her Countenance ! She is loſt in 
Wonder, and at a Loſs for Words. She ſpeaks the 
Acknowledgments of her Heart, by the ſent Elo- 

uence of a Tear; which ſteals down her glowing 

;heek, to bedew the kind Hand, that has protected 
her Innocence, and is delivering Her to her Lord. 


Her Lord is under an apparent, and a graceful Struggle, 


of Love and Gratitude. He dotes upon his charming 
Princeſs, and He almoſt adores his generous Bene- 
factor. We can hardly tell, whether He is going to 
claip the former in his Arms, or'throw Himſelf at the 
Feet of the latter. 'The aged Parents expreſs their 
Tranſport in a different Manner. Their Knees are 
bent to the Earth; their Eyes are lifted up to Heaven; 


they implore, for their noble Guardian, every N 
| 


that the Gods can beſtow. —Scipzo Himſelf diſplays a 
the Magnanimity of the Conqueror, tempered with 
the Sedateneſs of the Philoſopher, and ſoftened with 
the Gentleneſs of the Friend. He gives Happineſs, 
byt He enjoys a greater. His Eyes ſparkle with a ſub- 
lime Delight; and He ſeems to anticipate the Applauſe, 
which this truly heroic Act will gain, in all Countries 
and in all Ages. 

Eug. Is not this a greater Victory, than any that He 
had won, in the Field of Battle? And a nobler Tri- 


umph, than any that could be voted Him, by the ap- 


plauding 


C 
1 
b 
I 
ſl 
1 
d 
If 
t 


ad - a 


at aw. +... Sd . IM@c4 ama am 


DIALOGUE VI 157 
plauding Senate? Amiable Scipio! Might I be a Ro- 


man | would be no other than Scipio. 

Aſp. 1 with You, my dear Sir, the Temperance and 
Generoſity of Scipio. But from a better Motive than 
his. He, I fear, was too much ſwayed by a Spirit of 
Ambition, which You muſt endeavour to n ra- 
ther than cheriſh— A Stirit of Ambition, which pants 
after Diſtinction, and thirſts for Applauſe, is diametri- 
cally oppoſite to the Genius of the Goſpel *. It is a 
Leſſon, which mutt infallibly be unlearned, if ever We 
become Poſſeſſors of Faith, or Partakers of CHRIS TFH. 
— It is a Root of Bitterneſs, which naturally produces 
Envy; that moſt odious, and (as You have juſt now: 
ſeen) moſt ſelf-tormenting of all 'Tempers.—It is a. 
Habit of Mind, which generally renders Men Incen- 
diaries in the Church, and Diſturbers of its Tranquil- 
lity |.—It is therefore, more like an enchanted Potion 
that inebriates, than a genuine Cordial that animates. 
Eug. From what Motive then would You encourage 
me, to be diligent in the Purſuit of Learning, and in 
the Cultivation of every Virtue? 

Aſp. Not, that You may acquire the poor, contemp- 
tible, periſhing Honour, which cometh from Men— 
but, that You may pleaſe GOD, your Almighty 
CREA TO R=that You may 2/rify CHRIST, your 
infinitely condeſcending RE D EEMER=—that You 
may Yourſelf attain, what is the true Dignity and only 
Felicity of your Nature ; and may be ſerviceable to the 
bet Intereſts of your Fellow-creatures—even their pre- 
ſent Holineſs, and their eternal Happineſs. 

Theſe are the grand and exdearing Encouragements, 
which our Holy Religion propoſes. Theſe will ope-- 
rate, Jam bold to aver, with a much ſweeter, and a 
far more ſovereign Efficacy, than all the glittering En- 
ticements which Ambition can devife.. And, what 
is above all other Confiderations weighty, theſe will: 
be more likely, or rather theſe will be very certain, 
to receive the divine Bling. | 


* Cal. v. 26, + John v. 44. } Gal. v. 26. 
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You told me, You was never weary of contemplat- 
ing Scipio. For which Reaſon, I promiſe Myſelf, You 
will not be fatigued or diſpleaſed, though I have ſo 
long confined your Attention to this Pourtrait. - But 
have We no Hero of Britain, fit to join this illuſtrious 
Triumvirate from Rome, Perſia, and Fudza ? 

Eug. The very next We meet, is one of our Engh/þ 
Kings. But I cannot ſay, that I remember either his 
Name, or his Story. | 
Ap. How, my young Gentleman! Do You read the 
Annals of other Nations, and not acquaint Yourſelf 
with the Affairs of your own Country? — If I was in 
your Place, I would apply myſelf to the claſſical Wri- 
ters by way of Study, and to ſome valuable Exgliſb Hi- 
ſtorian by way of Amuſement. Such an Amuſement 
is infinitely preferable to Newe/s or Romances; and will 
not only relax your Attention, but enrich your Mind. 
Eng. I thank You, good Sir, for your Admonition. 

And, if You pleaſe, I will now begin the Study, You 
recommend. Your Explanation of theſe Drawings, 
ſhall be the Rudiments of my Knowledge. And I ſhall 
think it a Happineſs, to receive my firit Inſtructions, 
from ſo able a Maſter. 

Aſp. It is Honour enough for me, Eugenio, to have 
given You the Hint. I only point out your Game, or 
ipring the Covey; You ſhall be taught by a more ex- 
pert Proficient, to make it your own. Yet, though 
Others may direct You with greater Skill, None will 
rejoice in your ſucceſsful Purſuit, more ſincerely than 
myſelf. 

This is our renowned Henry the Fifth; as He ap- 
peared after the Victory of Agincourt. You ſee the gal- 
lant Conqueror clad in Steel, and recent from the 
Slaughter of the inſulting Foe. He ſeems to breathe 
an heroic Ardour, which 13 ſweetened and exalted by 
a lively Devotion. — He that, a little while ago, drove 
the Battle, like a Whirlwind, on the Legions of France; 
now, bends a ſuppliant Knee, and offers the euchari- 
ſtic Hymn, to the LORD GOD of Hoſts. No tur- 
bulent or diforderly Joy riots among the Soldiery. 
They expreſs not the triumph of their Hearts, in fran- 


tic 
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tic Exultations, or drunken Revels; but in AQs of 
Thankſgiving to JEHOVAH. In an Attitude, that 
ſpeaks the Pſalmiſt's devout Acknowledgment 3 Not 
unto Us, O LORD, not unto Us, but unto thy Name be 
the Glory. 

This laſt Inſtance informs my Eugenio, That Prayer 
is an honourable employ—has been practiſed by Per- 
ſons of the moſt admired Endowments—is the fureſt 
Method of obtaining Succeſs, in whatever Buſineſs We 
undertake: and of enjoying Projperity, in whatever Cir- 
cumſtances We are placed. ; 

The next Piece is different from all the preceding. 
In thoſe, Armies with their Banners diſplayed, Ships of 
War riding at Anchor, battering Engines, and Inſtru- 
ments of Death, form the Perſpective. In this, We. 
have, all around, a lovely rural Landſchape; expreſ- 
ſive of Peace, and enriched with Plenty. Corn and 
Cattle in the Valleys ; fruitſu] Vineyards on the Hills; 
and beautiful Gardens ſurrounding the Houſes. But 
who is that gracęful and auguſt Perſonage, ſeated on a 
ſtately Throne of Ivory and Gold ? | | 

Eug. This is Solomon, giving his firſt Audience to 
the Queen of Sheba. A large Train of her Attendants 
throng the Avenues of the Palace. Some leading fo- 
reign Animals: Some, bearing Vaſes and Caſkets : All, 
arrayed in ſtrange Apparel. The [/-aelites gaze upon 
their outlandiſh Viſitants, their coſtly Preſents, and pe- 
culiar Manners. Their Viſitants are as much ſupriſed 
at the Walls, the Towers, and eſpecially the Temple 
of Feruſalem. But You, Sir, I apprehend, are moſt 
pleaſed with the venerable Perſon that fills the Throne. 

Aſp. Indeed I am; and fo is his royal Gueſt. — You 
ſee, in her Habit, her Retinue, her Deportment, a. 
rude unpoliſhed Kind of Grandeur. But all in Solomon 
is fo ſplendid, and at the ſame Time fo elegant; diſ- 
plays fuch a Delicacy of Taſte, and ſuch a Magnifi- 
cence of Spirit; that the Sabæan Queen is overwhelmed 
with Amazement, and tranſported with Delight. Her 
Looks ſpeak that emphatical Acknowledgment, re- 
corded by the facred Hiſtorian ; It was a true Report, 
that I heard in my own Land, of thy Adds, and of thy Wi 


dom. 
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dem. Howbeit, I believed not the Words, until I came, 


and mine Eyes had ſeen: and behold! the half was not 


told me: thy Wiſdom and Proſperity exceed the Fame which 
I heard *. 

The Dome is of Cedar, the Pillars of Marble, on 
which are ſupported Curtains of Embroidery. The 
Pillars ſhine with the moſt gloſſy Poliſh, and ſwell upon 
the Eye with the boldeſt Projections. The Curtains, 
pendent in large and eaſy Folds, ſeem not adheſive to 
the Canvaſs, but waving in the Air. The Throne is 
ſo exquiſitely contrived, ſo richly ornamented, and fo 
highly finiſhed, as ſhews the Painter had in his Eye 
that remarkable Obſervation of Scripture: There was 
not the like made in any Kingdom. 

If the Monarch was abſent, We ſhould defire no 
greater Entertainment, than to view the Beauties of the 
Apartment : but can hardly allow any Attention to the 
Edifice, when ſo graceful and fo grand a Preſence be- 
ſpeaks our Regard. For I muſt own, there appears to 
me ſomething peculiarly excellent in this Figure: a Se- 
renity and Dignity, without any of that martial Air, 
which gives a Tincture of Ferocity to the Warrior: a 
Sagacity and Penetration, not to be equalled by the 

rinkles of Age, yet tranſparent through all the Bloom 
of Youth. Piety and Wiſdom, the Love of GOD 
and the Grace of his SPIRIT), give an Elevation to 
the Mind ; a ſecret Charm to the Countenance ; and 
ſomething more than mortal to the whole Man. ——I 
am apt to ſuſpect, Eugenio, that You yourſelf are ready 
to adopt a new Favourite. That You now prefer So- 


| fomon even to Scipio: and had rather be like the Be- 


loved of the LORD,” than the Darling of Rome. 


Eug. Every Thing in Solomon is fo venerable and 


heavenly, that I am filled with Awe, rather than fired 
with Emulation. It is not for a Boy, to think of imi- 
tating ſuch high Perfection 

Aſp. Why not, my dear Sir? It was GOD who 
gave Solomon. his ſuperior Wiſdom, and exalted Ac- 
compliſhments. And GOD is the ſame Yeſterday, to 
Day, and for ever : as willing to hear, and as able to 


he! 
* 1 Kings x. 6, 7, I 
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help You, as he was to hear and bleſs his Servant Solo- 
-0n.—Neither let your Youth be a Diſcouragement. 
Out of the Mouths of very Babes and Sucklings, H E or- 
daineth Strength, and perfects Praiſe*. Samuel mini- 
ſtred in the Temple, when He was but a Child . 
Jeſiab, while He was yet young, began to ſeek after the 
GOD of his Fathers. Timothy was acquainted with 
the Holy Scriptures from his earlieſt Years||. And 
Solomon himſelf was none of the oldeſt, when He was 
favoured with that extraordinary Vifion, and made 
that admirable Choice at Gibeonh. A Paſlage of Scrip- 
ture, which I dare ſay, You have read; which I would 
recommend to your attentive Conſideration: and which, 
I hope, You will take for the model of your Conduct. 
—And if You, like that illuſtrious young Prince, de- 
fire a wiſe and underſtanding Heart, more than the 
Affluence of Wealth, or the Diſtinctions of Honour: 
if You /eek Wiſdom as Silver, and ſearch for Her as for 
hid Treaſure : then ſhall You alſo underfland the Fear of 
the LORD, and find the Knowledge of OD. 

The next that occurs, preſents Us with a View of 
the Sea; and a moſt tremendous View it is. 

Eug. This is the Voyage related by the Evange- 
liſt; when our LORD failed with his Diſciples, and 
bid the Storm be ſtill, and made the Ocean calm. 

Aſp. Then We may truly ſay, A greater than Solo- 
mon is Here!/—Giye me Leave to hint, upon this Oc- 
caſion, that every Picture of CHRIST muſt neceſſarily 
depreciate his glorious Perſon. Therefore You will 
never think, that a few Rays beaming round his ſacred 
Head, can properly diſtinguiſh the SON of GO D, 
or expreſs the Grace of his Offices, and the Divinity 
of his Nature. It is not to diſplay the Perfections of 
the LORD FESUS Him/elf, but only to give Us an 
Idea of one of his Works, that the Pencil has been em- 
ployed on this grand Subject. 

You will alſo remember, that it was not the main 
Ocean, but the Lake of Tiberias, on which they ſailed. 


However, 
" Pſa). viii. 2. + 1 Sam. ii. 18. 1 2 Chren. 
xxxiv. 3. 2 Tim, iii. 15. § 1 Kings ili. 3, 6, Se. 


Prov. ii. 4, 5. 
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However, the Painter is at Liberty, to make his Sea 
as large as He pleaſes, and His Storm as terrible as He 
can. Accordingly, He has collected all the Horrors 
of a Tempeſt. —Lightnings fire the Arch above; and 
Thunders, could IJ hunders have been painted, would 
have rocked the Ground below. Thoſe flaming Bolts 
have ſmitten a huge Promontory, and tore its rugged 
Brow. See! the rocky Fragment is tumbling, with 
impetuous Bound, from Cliff to Clif. —The Waters, 
laſhed by furious Winds, heave and toſs their tumul- 
tous Billows. Here, they rife in rolling Ridges; 
there, they rage in devouring Whirls —Amidſt theſe 
horrible Commotions, You behold a Vel in all the 
Extremity of Diſtreſs. Straining under the Blaſt, bat- 
tered and half overwhelmed by the Surge, She can no 
longer maintain the unequal Confli& ; the yields to the 
reſiſtleſs Flood; and begins, evidently begins to fink. 
—Perplexed, amazed, and at their Wit's End, the Di{- 
ciples run to and fro. They ſhift the Tackling; lighten 
the Stowage ; try every expedient; and find, to their in- 
expreſſible Aſtoniſhment, every expedient ineffectual. 
We caſt our Eye forward, and their divine M A 8- 
TER appears, ſedately riſing from a gentle Slum- 
ber. He ſees the Perplexity and Horror of his Com- 
panions, without the leaſt Emotion of Alarm. He 
ſees DeſtruQtion approaching, Heaven and Earth min- 


gling, and inſtead of being diſmayed, erjoys the ele- 


mental War.-What Compoſure in his Mien! What 
Dignity in his Attitude! What Majeſty, fweetened 
with Compaſſion, in his Aſpect! Such as could ariſe 
from no other Cauſe, but a conſcious and undoubted 
Certainty, that not a Soul of the Crew ſhould be loſt ; 
not a Hair of their Head periſh; and that all this 
mighty Uproar of Nature, ſhould end in a Demon- 
{tration of his -7ghtier Power, and a Confirmation of 
his Diſciples Faith. — He looks abroad into the muti- 
nous Sky, and the turbulent Deep. He waves, with 
an authoritative Air, his ſacred Hand; and adds the- 
great commanding Word, PEACE: Be sT1iLL.—Do 
x ou inquire after the Effect? Let Milton declare it; 


Coun 
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Confuſion heard his Voice, and wild Uproar 
Stood rul'd. | 


This is expreſſed in another Draught. Where all 
is huſhed: the tremendous Agitations ceaſe, and the 
moſt profound Tranquillity takes Place. The Water 
is ſmooth as Glaſs; We have the Picture of a perfect 
Calm; and view thoſe very Perſons, who, a little 
while ago, were in the wildett Diſtraction, and in the 
very Jaws of Ruin, ſurrounding their LORD as Men 
alive from the Dead“. Their Conſternation 1s turned 
into Wonder, and their Pangs of Fear into Extaſies of 


Joy. They acknowledge the Omnipotence, and adore 
the Goodneſs of 7ES US. 


* The Circumſtances of this Miracle, as related by the Evan- 
geliſts, are truly wonderful, and to the laſt Degree pictureſque, 

Maſter ! Maſter ! We periſh! How concile, how abrupt, and 
how ardent is this Exclamation! Therefore how ſtrongly ſignifi- 
cant of imminent Danger, and of the utmoit Diſtreſs! They have 
not Time to be explicit. A Moment's Delay may be fatal, What 
they utter is Conciſeneſs itſelf, and all Rapidity.—This is Nature: 
this is the genuine Language of the Heart : this is true hiftoric 
Painting, Every impartial Reader muſt admire this exquiſitely 
juſt and fine Stroke, far heyond the diffuſe and (I had almoſt faid, 
impertinently ) florid Speech, which Y'rgil puts into the Mouth of 
his Hero on a like Occaſion ZEn. I. 98. 


Tir, MN e What a Majeſty in this Command! *Tis 
admirable: tis inimitable ; 'tis worthy of G O D.—l think, We 
may obſerve a peculiarly proper Word, addreſſed and adapted to 
each Element : the firſt enjoining a Ceſſation of the Winds, the 
ſecond a Quieſcence of the Waves: Silence in all that roared, Com- 
poſure in all that raged. As though (to give a ſhort Paraphraſe on 
ts one InjunEtion) it had been ſaid; Winds, be bub d; Waves, 

e calm, | 

The Efe&# on the Diſciples is deſcribed, with all the Force of 
Imagination, and all the Energy of Diction. To repreſent in Co- 
lours, what the evangelical Hiſtorian has left upon Record, would 
be a Subject fit for the immortal Raphael; and perhaps not to be 


equalled even by his maſterly Pencil. Aicy ëπẽ egioſey ty ay” 
ole ec avTO 5 <davualo -e they dere amazed 
Cigar, they were tranſported with Amaxement N, 


to the very greateſt Degree, tm ,,, exceeding all 
that Language can expreſs. Mark vi. 51. 


Eg: 
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Eug. Well may they acknowledge his Oamipotence ; 
ſince Winds and Wawes obey Him. Gina Reaſon have 
they to adore his Goodre/s, fince He reſcued them from 
the very Jaws of Death ; that worſt of Deaths, periſh- 
ing in the ſtormy Deep. 

Aſp. If FESUS CHRIST had vouchſafed ſuch a 
Deliverance to my Eugenio; What would He have 
thought, or how would He have been affected? 

Eug. I ſhould have thought myſelf inexprefibly 
obliged ; and that I could never ſhew /afficzent Grati- 
tude to fo great a Benefactor. 

Aſp. Aſſure yourſelf then, my dear Sir, that He has 
done infinitely more for You. —He has delivered You, 


not indeed from being ſwallowed up by the raging 


Billows, but from ſinking into the Pit of everlaſting 


Perdition.— He has not only reſcued You from endleſs 


Deſtruction, but obtained eternal Lite and heavenly 
Happineſs for You.—'T his He has done, not by ſpeak- 


ing a Word, or iſſuing a Command; but by bearing 


youe Guilt, ſuffering your Puniſhment, and dying the 
eath, the moſt ignominious and tormenting Death, 


in your Stead. Should You not then wnfeigned!ly 


love HIM? Stach to pleaſe HIM, and make it the- 


reigning endeavour of your Life to glorify HIM? 


Here, Theron, returned, and the young Student: 


withdrew ; after receiving ſome affectionate and en- 
couraging Compliments from Maio. Who was go- 


ing to enlarge upon the excellent Faſte of his Friend; 


the inſtruQtive Stile of his Pictures; the good Senſe. 


and great Proficiency of his Son. But Theron, far from 
coveting the Praiſe, and fully ſatisfied with the Con- 


ſciouſneſs, of acting the becoming Part, prevented his 
Diſcourſe, by ſtepping to a Pair of Glaſs Folding- 


Doors: which, thrown open, admitted them into 


the Szuay. 


A Chimney-Piece of grey Marble, with plain, but- 
bold and protuberant Mouldings, formed a very hand- 


ſome Appearance. —In various little Niches, were fixed 


elegant Buſts; and on the ſevetal Interſtices, hung beau- 
tiful Prints; repreſenting many of the molt eminently: 


learned Men, who were the Ornaments and Bleilings, 


both 


gr 
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both of antient and modern Times. The Shelves, all 
around, were accommodated, not encumbered with 
Books. Afpafio, running over the letter'd Backs, ob- 
ſerved a Collection of the moſt valuable Authors, in 
Hiſtory, and Natural Philoſophy, in Poetry and Di- 
vinity. | 

You will eaſily perceive, ſaid Theron, that I am ſome- 
what ſingular in furniſhing my Study, as well as in or- 
namenting the Avenue. My Books are not for Shew, 
but Uſe; and claim a Regard, rather on Account of 
their Worth, than their 3 immenſe Mul- 
titude of Volumes, I have always thought, is more 
likely to embarras the Attention, than to improve the 
Underſtanding. A huge Library ſeems to reſemble a 
perplexing 2 and often bewilders the Mind, 
8 of leading it expeditiouſly to the Acquiſition of 

ruth. 

When People are eager to peruſe a Multiplicity of 
Writings, it frequently happens, that in reading all, 
they digeſt none . They taſte ſome empty and tran- 
ſient Amuſement, but collect no ſolid or laſting Ad- 
2 Their Minds are ſomewhat like thoſe capa- 
cious Looking-Glaſſes, which We have ſeen expoſed 
in the moſt frequented and populous Streets of London. 
They receive all Manner of ſhadowy Images, but no 
ſubſtantial Impreſſion. A thouſand Figures paſs through 
them, not one abides in them. 

Our Books, replied Apaſio, as well as our Friends, 
ſhould rather be /e/e& than numerous. For my Part, I 
would defire no-more than two or three of the moſt 
correct and maſterly Writers in any Science. Theſe, 
a Perſon of moderate Capacity may be able to compre- 
hend; and not comprehend only, but enrich his Me- 

mory 


* The Author of Nigbt-Theughts has touched this Subject with 
great Judgment, and equal Sprightlinels. 


Voracicus Learning, often overfed, 

Digeſts not into Senſe the motley Meal. 

This Forager on Other's Wiſdom, leaves 

Her native Form, ber Reaſon quite untiil'd. 
With mixt Marure Sbe ſurfeits the rank Soil, 
Dung' d but not dreſs'd ; and rich to Beggary. 


— I 
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mory with the choiceſt Sentiments, and make the Sab- 
ſtance of their Works his own. He will, by Repeti- 
tion and familiar Converſe, enter into their Spirit, and 
acquire their Manner. While a Rambler in reading, 
does little more than gratify his Fancy, without re- 
fining his Taſte, or amending his Heart. 

Upon this Aſpaſio turned Himſelf; and eſpied, in 
one Corner of the Apartment, the celeſtial and terreſtrial. 
Globes; in another, a large reflecting Teleſcope ; and 
on the Top of a Buroe, one or two of the beſt Mi- 
croſcopes. 

Theſe Inſtruments, reſumed Theron, have opened an 
inexhauſtible Fund of the fineſt Entertainments“. They 
have furniſhed Us with zeww Eyes; and brought up, I 
may venture to ſay, a zew World into our View. I hey 
give Us a Sight of Wonders, that may ſeem tncredible 
to the incurious Vulgar, and were utterly unknown- 
to the moſt inquiſitive Sages of Antiquity. I hey 
charm the Eye with a Diſplay of inimitable Beauties, 
where nothing worthy ct! Notice was expected. They 
throw the Mind into a pleaſing Tranſport of Admira- 
tion; and from the meaneſt loweſt Objects, raiſe the 
moſt amiat/e and exalted Ideas of the all- glorious 
CREATOR © 


I have 


Gentlemen of Tafte and Seriouſneſs cannot, I think, have a 


nobler Piece of Furniture for their Studies, than the Mrcreſcope and 


the Teleſcope, the Orrery and the Air- Pump. This Apparatus 


would afford them a moſt delightful and improving Amulement in 
a ſolitary Hour. —It would alſo give them an Opportunity of en- 
tert=ining their Company, in a truly elegant and very inſtructive 
Manner. It would open a fine and ample Field, for diſplaying the 
Glcries of GOD the CREATOR, and of GOD the KEDEEMER, 
— As the Diſcoveries made by thele Inſtruments, are ſo ſurpriſing in 
themſelves, and new to the Generality of Mankind, every edifying 
Hint deduced from ſuch Obſervations, would come with a peculiar 
Recommendation. This, I am ſure, would be a Method of redu- 


cing to Practice, what the polite Hiſtorian has recorded of the po- 


liter Scipio; Elegantiſſimo Intervalla Negotiorum Otio d:ſpunxit, Vell. 
Paterc.— And, I believe, it might be a happy Means of tuning the 
Soul, to bear a Part in that immortal Hymn ; Worthy art Thou, 
O LORD, to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power ; for Thou haſt 
created all Things ;, and for thy Pleaſurs they now exiſt, and were at 
firſt created. Rev. iv. 28, 
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I have often regretted, that ſuch rational and manly 
Gratifications ſhould be almoft univerſally ſupplanted, 
by the fantaſtical and childiſh Amuſements in Vogue. 
Why ſhould not the Contemplation of Nature's ſur- 
priſing Novelties, be as acceptable an Entertainment, 
as the ſtale Diverſion of Quadrille; be as refined an 
Employ for a leiſure Hour, as to count the Spots on 
a Pack of Cards? — The Ladies, I am very ſure, might 
find brighter Colours, and more delicate Ornaments, 
in the Robes and Head-Dreſs of a common Fh ; than 
ever they found amidſt the Trinkets of a Toy-Shop. 
And was the fair Circle of Females once acquainted 
with the radiant Varniſh and rich Studs, that enamel 
the Cover of a Beatle's Wing; I am apt to think, 
they would View with leſs Rapture, with more Indit- 
ference, perhaps, with a becoming Diſdain, all the 
pretty Fancies of a Beaux's Wardrobe, 

A few Days ago, when the accompliſhed Manilia 
favoured Us with a Viſit, I ſhewed Her, through a 
magnifying Glaſs, the Sting of a Bee, the Scale of a 
Soal, the Wing of a Gnat, and ſome other beautiful 
Minims of Nature; together with the Powder, which 
adheres to our Finger, when We touch the Body of a 
Moth.—** Surprifing ! cried the young Lady. What 
elegant Figures! What enchanting Finery * - How 
perfect the Poliſh, and how high the Finiſhing, of 
that /ittle Weapon !— This Piece of defenſive Armour, 
how ſkilfully contrived, and how curiouſly wrought! 
Here, riſing into little Ridges, like the Boſſes of a 
Buckler; fitted to repel Injuries. There, ſcooped 
into little Cavities, defigned, I ſuppoſe, to diminiſh 
its Weight; that the Coat of Mail may not incum- 
ber, even while it deſends, the puny Wearer.— 
What I took to be a whitiſh deſpicable Rag, is the 
neateſt Fan, | ever beheld. Mounted on Sticks þ in- 


imitably 


«cc 
«cc 
cc 
16 
«c 
cc 
cc 
«s 


Smalliſt Linea ments exact, 
In all the Liver ies deck v of Summer's Pride, 


With Spots of Gold and Purple, Azure and Green. 
Mon. 
+ Theſe Sticks, are the little Ribs, which ſupport, at proper In- 
dervals, the fine tranſparent Membrane of the Wing. 
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« imijably tapering and ſlender. Tinged with all the 
» of and lovely Colours of the moſt gloſſy Mother 
©* of Pearl. —But, whet aftoniſhes me more than all, is 
% the View of that coloured Dit; which your Inſtru- 
% ment has turned into a C/u/ter of Feathers. Every 
one wrought off with a Regularity and a Delicacy, 
„that are beyond the Power of Deſcription. The 
* fineſt Stroke drawn by the ta/zan Pen, compar- 
« ed with the extreme Minuteneſs of the Shaft, is 
* broad and bulky as an Admiral's Maſt. A Speck of 
“ Leaf-Gold, could it be weighed againf the exqui- 
„ fite Attenuations of the Vane “, would be more 
« ſubſtantial and ponderous than yonder marble Slab. 
„% How nice, even to a Prodigy, muft be the Me- 
& chaniſm of the animalcule Race! | fee Globules, I ſee 
„ Tides of Elocd, rolling through Mzanders inex- 
„ preflibly finer, than the fineſt Hair. Stranger ſtill! 
{© I ſee whole Sholes of active Creatures, expatiating 
“e in a ſingle Drop of Water : taking their Paſtime 
„ amidſt ſuch a ſcanty Canal, as unftraitened and as 
“ much at large, as Leviathan in the Abyſſes of the 
« Ocean. A whole Kingdom of theſe Creatures, 
« though collected into a Body, are quite undiſcern- 
« able by the naked Eye. What then muſt be the 
« Size of every Individual? Yet in every Individual 
© there is a complete Sem of Limbs ; each endowed 
„ with ſpontaneous Motion; all aſſembled, yet not 
* crouded, in a living Atom.—To reflect * the 
cc ex- 


Vane is the featbery Part of a Quill. : 
＋ In a ſingle Drop of Water, Dr. Hz is ſaid to have diſcovered 
with his Microſcope, eight Millions two hundred and eighty thou - 
ſand Animalcules. This is mentioned, becauſe it is the prevailing 
' Philoſophy of the Age. Though I muſt confeſs, that Mr. Gautier 
ſeems to have gone a conſiderable Way, towards giving it another 
Turn. As He has proved before a learned Aſſembly at Paris, 
That the Vermiculares of Lewwenhoeck, and the living Mileculæ of 
Mr. de Buffon, were only Balls of Air agitated by the fermenting 
of the Seed. If fo, it is not impoſſible, but Dr. Hyok's Animai- 
cula may be nothing more than Balls of Air, agitated by the fer- 
menting of the Pepper. 
Be this as it wil, the young Lady's Remarks on the Wonders 
of Mechaniſm in the animalcule Creation, I believe will never te 
controverted. 
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Texture of Veſſels, and the Operations of Organs, ſo 


complex, ſo numerous, yet fo inconceiveably mi- 


„ nute ; how it awakens Admiration! Fills me with 
„ Reverenceof the ALMIGHTY MAKER! and 
yields a Pleaſure, infinitely ſuperior to all the modiſh 
Amuſements of our Sex !—Your Diſcoveries of Life 
in Miniature, have given me a Diſguſt of, what is 
„called High Life, and its folemn Fopperies. You 
„have ſpoiled me, Theron, for a {aſhionable Trifler. 
« I ſhall no longer reliſh the dull Oeconomy of the 
„% Fan, or the poor parade of the Snuff-Box. 

Aſp. Have You nothing to ſay of the Telęſcope P—T 
believe it muſt be my Province to celebrate this admi- 
rable Invention; and I with I could do it, with Ma- 
nilia's brilliant Imagination.—If the Microſcope leads Us 
downward, to the curious Secrets of the animalcule 
Creation; the Tele/cope bears Us upward, to the grand 
Peculiarities of the ſtarry Regions. The Eye, con- 
ducted by this wonderful Guide, viſits a Variety of 
majeſtic Orbs, which would otherwiſe be loſt in un- 
meaſurable Tracts of /Ether. This, far more ſur- 
priſing than the Diſcoveries of Columbus, has found out 
new Colonies of Worlds, in every Quarter of the noc- 
turnal Skies. This has placed a glittering Creſcent, 
on the Brow of one * of the Planets; and has given 
others a moſt ſtately Train of Attendants 4. 

Tell me, Theron, could You diſcern the full Choir 
of the Conſtellations, or diſtinguiſh the variegated 
Face of the Moon, without the Aid of your teleſcope 
Tube? Could You, with your unaſſiſted Eye, get a 
Sight of Jupiter's Satellites, or procure a Glimpte of 
Saturn's Ring ?— Without that ſupplementary Aid to 
our Sight, they are quite imperceptible ; though the 
Satellites of the former, are incomparably more mag- 
nificent, than the Retinue of all the Monarch's in the 
World; and compared with the Ring of the latter, all 
the Bridges on ten thouſand Rivers; are leſs than the 
Ferule of your Cane. 


As 
* The Planet Penus. 


+ The Satellites of Jupiter and Saturn, 
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As the Teleſcope to the Eye, ſo is Revelation to the 
Underſtanding. It diſcovers 'Truths, which, exclu- 
five of ſuch a Diſcovery, had been for ever hid from 
the moſt ſagacious Minds. "Tis ſtrange to the un- 
learned Obſerver, that this ponderous Globe of Earth 
and Seas, ſhould wheel its rapid Circuit round the 
Sun. But the Teleſcope has rendered this Fact clear to 
a Demonſtration. —* Lis ſtrange likewiſe to our natural 
Apprehenſions, that We ſhould die in Adam, and be 
undone by our firſt Parent's Diſobedience. Nor leſs 
ſo, that We ſhould be made alive in CHRIST, and de- 
rive our Recovery from his 7mfuted Righteouſneſs. 


But Revelation makes this Doctrine as certain, as it is 


comfortable. 

Ther. Does Revelation make it certain ?—This is a 
Point not yet eſtabliſhed, but taken for granted. I 
rather apprehend, that Revelation, in no Place main- 
tains it, in many Places diſavows it. — Since your Ab- 
ſence, Aſpaſio, I have ſpent ſome Time in ſearching the 
Scriptures, with a particular View to this Tenet. And 
T can find no ſuch Expreſſion in the whole Bible, as 
the Imputation of CHR18T's Righteouſneſs. If it was 
ſo kading an Article, as You repreſent ; ſurely, it could 
not have been intirely forgotten by the inſpired Wri- 
ters, nor utterly excluded from their Body of Divinity. 

Aſp. The very identical Expreſſion may not occur, 
and yet the Doctrine be abundantly taught. I believe, 
You never met with the Word Reſurredion, in any 


Part of the Pentateuch ; nor ever read the Phraſe Satis- 


faction, in all the New Teſtament. Yet our LORD 
fully proved the Truth of the former, from the Wri- 


tings of Meſes ; and You Yourſelf have acknowledged 


the latter, to be the unanimous Senſe of the Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts. 

In the Epiſtle to the Romans, We have expreſs 
and repeated mention of a Righteouſneſs imputed. 
What or whoſe Righteouſneſs, can be the Subject of 
this Aſſertion? Not the Righteouſneſs of Angels. They 
are a ſuperior Claſs of Beings, and have no ſuch inti- 
mate Connection with our Nature.—Not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of eminent Saints. I his is the exploded Error 

| of 


_ Ma i. A. 6 


DIAL'OUGVURFEVL-- 19. 


of Popery ; and furniſhes the Romi/b Zealots with that 
Chimera of Arrogance and Folly, Works of Supere- 


rogation.— Not any Righteouſneſs of our own: for, it 


is poſitively declared, to be without Works* ; in which 
no Works of our own have any Concurrence, or the 
leaſt Share. What other Righteouſneſs then can be 
meant, but the Righteouſneſs of our great SU B- 
STITUTE, SURETY, and SAVIOUR? Who 
took our Nature ; diſcharged our Debt; and is there- 
fore ſtiled, FEHOV AH our Righteeuſneſs . 

Ther. This is contrary to the whole Tenour of the 
ſacred Inſtructions. What ſays the Prophet? When the 
wicked Man turneth awvay from his Wickedneſs that He 
hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and right, 
He ſhall ſave his Soul alive z. Here, that greateſt of 
Bleſſings, the Salvation of the Soul, is aſcribed to a 
Departure from Evil, and a Perſeverance in Good: to a 
real Alteration in a Man's own 'Temper and Conduct, 
not to any fanſiful Application of ſome tranſmiſſive 
Righteouſneſs from another. 

Aſp. The Text, as relates to a temporal Pre- 
ſervation, rather than a ſpiritual and eternal Salvation. 
— However, taking it in your own Senſe, I would 
aſk ; Is there no Wickedneſs, but Riot and Debauche- 
Ty, Profaneneſs and Injuſtice? — Unbelief, though it be 
not ſo much as noticed in our Syſtems of Ethics, is, in 
the Volume of Revelation, declared a capital Crime. 
Our LORD, ſpeaking of the HOLY SPIRIT, 
mentions it as a ſignal Part of his Office, That He Shall 
convince the World of Sin. Of what Sin? Scandalous 
Violations of moral Rectitude? This were a needleſs 
Employ. The Light of Reaſon is ſufficient to evince 
ſuch a Charge; and the Court of Conſcience is erect- 
ed, to paſs the deſerved Sentence.—Of Sin, adds the 
HEAVENLY TEACHER, becauſe they believe not 
on met: on my Death, as the Cauſe of their Forgive- 
neſs; on my Righteouſneſs, as the Ground of their 


Acceptance ; on my SPIRIT) as the powerful Prin- 
ciple of their Holineſs. 


Unbe- 


Rom. iv. 6. + Jer. xxiii. 6. Ezelks XViil, 25. 
§ John xvi. 9g. | 
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Unbelief treats GOD as a Liar; becauſe, it re- 
jects the "Teſtimony, which He has bore concerning 
his beloved 8 O N. Unbelief tramples on the Blood 
of CHRIST, and is a moſt contemptuous Afﬀront to 
all his ſaving Offices. —Unbelief would counteract the 
Operations of the HOLY GHOST ; whoſe pecu- 
liar Work it is, to teſtify of CHRIST, and make ma- 
nifeſt his Righteouſneſs. Unbelief inſtigates (could We 
have thought it poſſible?) a Child of Dutt, a Slave of Sin, 
to idolize Hlimſelk and his own Performances. To ſay 
all in a Word; Unbelief is that grand, that comprehen- 
ive Sin, which ſcornfully rejects, or impiouſly re- 
nounces, the mott glorious Method of Salvation, which 
Omniſcience itſelf could devile. 

A Sinner, therefore, never turns from his Wicked- 
neſs; till He turns, by a true Faith to JESUS CHRIST. 
Till then, He is a Rebel againſt the Goſpe/. So fla- 
grant a Rebel, that He ſtands particularly excepted, in 
the Act of Evangelical Indemnity. For, as He that 
believeth on the S O N, hath verlaſhing Lifz ; fo, He that 
believeth not, is condemned already, and the Wrath of 
GOD abideth on him 

Ther. What are the P/almiſt's Sentiments on this 
Subject? Does not He repreſent the Matter in a very 


different Light? Thou LORD art merciful; for Thou 


rewardeſt every. Man according to his, not Another's 
Warks +. | 

4/p. Noble Saying! May it be written upon our 
very Hearts I-00 is merciful, and therefore reward- 
eth. From whence it appears, that what We. call. a 
a Reward, is really an Act of Mercy, rather than of 
Juſtice. The Wages of Sin is Death; but the Gi/? 

(ſays 

® Fobn iii. 18, 36. The Words are exceedingly emphatical, 
and no leſs awful. Not barely He Hall come into Condemnation, 
but He (that be ieveth not] is condemned already. Though ever 
fo ſpecious or refined in his outward Converſation, He lies under 
a Sentence of Death, and is the Object of divine Wrath. Which 
not only will wife Him, but abideth on Him. So that, where- 
ever He may be, whatever He may do, the Diſpleaſure of the tre- 
mendous JEHOVAH hangs over Him, like a dreadful deſtructive 
Sword; and, if He dies in ſuch a Condition, will inevitably fa!l 
upon him, and cut him in Pieces eternally, 

T Plal. Ixii. 12. 
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{fays the Apoſtle, altering his Style, and making a' 
moſt important Diſtinction) the Gift of G OD is eter- 
nal Life *.— The inſpired Penman ſubjoins, not for, 
but according to, every Man's Works. His Works are 
the Meaſure, not the meritorious Cauſe. To merit is 
the ſole Prerogative of the SAVIOUR. To Him 
it is owing, that our imperfect Services are honoured. 
with any Acceptance ; much more that they are re- 
compenced with any Reward, | 
Ther. Does not this Expoſition of yours, claſh with 
that truly generous Acknowledgment of St. Peter? In 
every Nation, He that feareth GOD, and worketh Righte- 
ouſneſs, is accepted with Him f. Here, it is undeniably 
evident, that Acceptance with our CREATOR, is 
founded on a Man's own Piety, and perſonal In- 
tegrity. | 
. Rightly to underſtand this Text, We ſhould 
Inquire into the Circumſtances of the Hiſtory. The 
Apoſtle had been ſtrongly and moſt unreaſonably pre- 
judiced in Favour of the Jus; imagining that the 
Salvation of CHRIST, like the Diſpenſation of Moſes, 
muſt be confined to his Countrymen. —But now, hav- 
ing conſidered the Purport of kis late heavenly Viſion; 
having compared it with the angelic Meſſage, delivered 
to Cornelius; and being made acquainted with the Cha- 
rafter of that valuable Man; He breaks out into this 
truly catholic Declaration. «© My Prejudices are 
** vaniſhed, My Sentiments are inlarged. From the 
„ Inſtance before me, it is demorfirably certain; that 
GOD does not appropriate the Bleſſings of his 
Covenant, to any particular Perſon, Family, or 
People. But, in every Nation, He that feareth Him, 
and from a Principle of Religion in the Heart, avork- 
eth Righteouſneſs in the Life, is accepted ; ſo accepted, 
as to be an Object of the divine Favour, and an In- 
heritor of eternal Happineſs.” | 
This, I think, is the exact Meaning of the Place. 
And let it be recollected, that no One truly fears, or 
can poſſibly pleaſe GO D, without Faith f. For which, 
Reaſon, it ſeems neceſſary to ſuppoſe, that Cornelius, 


Rom. vi. 23. + Ads x. 35, 1 Heb. xi. 6 
Vor. I. K though 
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though a Heathen by Birth, had believed through 
Grace. —Nay; it is evident from the Context, that he 
had heard of FESUS CHRIST; had ſome Acquain- 
tance with the Deſign of his coming, and the Exe- | 
cution of his Office“; enough to be the Ground of a 
real, though perhaps an infantile Faith. The Buſineſs | 
of the Apoſtle was, to lead this Convert into the c/ear 
Light, and ful Privileges of the Goſpel; to ratify and 
confirm his Title to them, by the ſacred Sead of Bap- 
tiſm; and introduce Him, as the Firf-Fruits of the 
Gentiles, into the Chriſtian Church. N 
9 So that nothing can be concluded from this Paſſage, 
1 but that the glad Tidings of Chriſtianity are for Jeaus, 
'Y for Gentiles, for all People — that Faith, even when 
1 weak, is productive of good Works—and, when ſin- 
| cerely improved, will certainly be increaſed; will go | 
| from Strength to Strength. , 
| Ther. Does not our SAVIOUR, in deſcribing the , 
n Proceſs, and foretelling the Iſſue of the laſt deciſive 
, 'T ryal, aſſign a Kingdom to the Righteous ? Aſſign it, 
| in this preciſe View, as a proper Remuneration of heir 
ewn good Works; Saying, in the moſt expreſs Terms; 
Come, ye bleſſed of my FATHER, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for You, from the Foundation of the World: rox 
1 was an hungred, and Ye gave me Meat; ror, Oc. 
rok, c.. | | 
Ajp. Be pleaſed to take notice of the Expreſſion. They 
are bidden to inherit: and what is freer than an Inheri- 
tance ?—Obſerve alſo the Reaſer alledged, and compare | 
it with the Rule of Judicature. He that believeth, ſaith | ; 
the SUPREME UDG E, /al/ze ſaved. This is the 9 
avowed, the invariable Standard, by which He pro- | 
ceeds, in adminiſtring everlaſting Judgment. Accord- | bl 
ingly, He confers cternal Life on the Righteous, as ar 
Perſons intitied to this great Felicity, on the Foot of his | << 
own gracious Appointment. 1 
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See wer. 36, 37. Indeed it could hardly be otherwiſe; ſince 4 | 
Cornelius was ſettled at Cæ ſur:a, the Reſidence of the Lerd- Lieute- 1 C, 
rant; and Seat of the Civil, as Feruſalem was of the Feelepiafiical 5 =. 
Government. In a Place of ſuch general Reſort, fo very rema!k- {| = 
able an Event could not but be known. Eſpec ally, as Php the 1 R. 
Evangeiiſt had fixed his Abode in that City. See As viii. 40. | ha 
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& I acquit ſuch a Perſon, ſays the Arbi- 


« trator in a judicial Claim; for the Witneſſes depoſe, 
'The Depoſition, which an- 
ſwers to theſe righteous Acts, is the Prog, Payment of 
the Debt, which correſponds with CH&1ST's perfect 
Obedience, is the Cauſe of the Diſcharge. _— for Ye 
have given; Ye have abounded in all Inſtances of Duty 
to me, and Love to your Brethren; and thereby have 


that the Debt is paid.” 


manifeſted Yourſelves true Believers. 


It may be farther obſerved, That our LORD ſays 


not, Ye have done it to your Fellow-creatures, but 70 


theſe my Brethren f. He commends not every random 
Act of Good-nature or Generofity, but ſuch Kinds of 
Beneficence only, as carry the Chriſtian Stamp; were 
exerciſed to a Diſciple, in the Name of a Diſciple. Theſe 
moſt evidently proceed from Faith, and undeniably at- 


teſt its Sincerity. 


Ther. Are not theſe Diſtinctions more /ubtle, than ſolid? 


| Aſp. To me they appear in no ſuch Light. 


It You 


think otherwiſe, let Us appeal to thoſe excellent Per- 
ſons themſelves. The Turn, the very remarkable Turn 
of their Sentiments, will fully decide our Queſtion. —- 
Do they lay any Streſi upon their own religious Duties, 


ar from relying on them, far- 
ther ſtill from e Sears they beitow not a /ingle 


and benehcent Deeds? 


Thought upon them. 


aving fixed their Hopes on the 


Rock of Ages, they forget theſe tranſient Bubbles 1. 
They wonder, That their exalted MAS T ER ſhould 
condeſcend, to make any konourable mention of ſuch 


* The Spring is come, ſays the Countryman; r the Orchard 


blooms, and the Black-Bird ſings. 


The Blooming of the Trees, 


and the Melody of the Birds, were never ſuppoſed to create, only to 
charaRe: ive, the delighiful Seaſon. They are, not its Cauſe, but 


the Prog of its taking Place. 
T Matt. xxv. 40. 


1 Bubbles they are, compared with the all-glorious Obedience of 
CHRIST; or conſidered in reference to the grand Affair of Juſtifi— 
cation before GOD. — But 2s Bubbles, or watery Veſicl-s inflated 
with Air, are the Means of exhibiting the beautiful Colours of the 
Rainb;xv ; ſo theſe Services, though poor and defetive, bear T- 
mony to the Exiſtence of that precious Gracw—F aith, 


K 2 


196 DIALOGUE VL 


imperfect Services. O! that We may be enabled, 
through the whole Courſe of our Lives, to follow the 
Example of their Piety; and, when We ſtand before 
the tremendous 'T'ribunal, to imitate their Humility 
and Wiſdom! Their Humility ; in renouncing themſelves, 
and diſclaiming all Deſert of their own. T heir Wiſdom; 
in repoſing their whole Confidence on the Merits and 
Righteouſneſs of their REDEEMER. 

Ther. Our LORD makes no mention of this Doctrine, 
in his Sermon on the Mount. Whereas, if it had been 
ſo very material, He would at leaſt have touched upon 
it, in that comprehenſive Summary of true Religion. 

Aſp. Our LORD ſays not a Word, concerning the 
Sacrifice of his Death. Neither is there a Syllable, re- 


lating to his Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors. But are 


theſe Articles of our Faith to be deemed fiftitious or 
ſuperfluous? Becauſe, they are not expreſly inculcated, 
in that admirable Treatiſe of practical Divinity. 

However, upon a more attentive Examination, per- 
haps, We ſhall find the Poiat moſt ſtrongly implied, 
though not diſtinctly ſpecified; its Neceſſity demon- 
ſtrated, though its Nature be not explained. — The il- 
luſtrious TEACHER opened his Mouth, and with a 
peculiar Solemnity ſaid ; Bleed are the Poor in Spirit“. 
But ho are they? Not the Perſons, who ſooth them- 
ſelves with the flattering Conceit of the Lacdicean 
Church; 1 am rich in Obedience, and increaſed in ſpi- 
ritual Goods +. Thoſe rather, who ſee their Indigence ; 
bewail their Guilt ; and hunger and thirſt atter the 
juſtifying Merit of a REDEEMER. Who, from the 
very Bottom of an humbled Heart, confeſs ; * LORD, 
I am no more able to conform all my Conduct, to thy 
“ moſt holy Law, than I am capable of atoning for my 
« innumerable Sins. CHRIST muft be my Righteoul- 
« neſs, as well as my Propitiation, or elſe I am irreco- 
« verably undone.” 

The inimitable PRE ACH E R farther aſſures his 
Hearers; That, wnle/ſs their Righteouſne/s exceed the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, they ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven Ho / muſt Chri- 

ſitans 


Matt. v. 3. + Rev. iii. 17. } Matt. v. 20. 
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fians exceed the Phariſees? Not only in being ſincere ; 
in having Reſpe& unto a// GO D's Commandments ; 
but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete Righteouſneſs. Such 
as the divine Holineſs can, with Complacency, ac- 
cept; and in which the divine Juſtice may, with Ho- 
nour, acquieſce. Nor can this be any Thing lefs, 
than the perfect Obedience of the great ME DIA- 
T OR.—St. Pauls memorable "Teſtimony, concern- 
ing his Attainments in the Phariſaical, and his Hopes 
in the Chriflian State , afford the very beſt comment 
upon this important Declaration of our LORD. 

Ther. The ORACLE of Heaven, You know, was 
once conſulted upon that moſt momentous of all Que- 
ſtions; How a Perſon may aſcertain his Title to Life 
and Immortality? And what is the Tenour of the ſa- 
cred Reſcript? We are referred to the Ten Command- 
ments; and, in the moſt explicit Terms, with the moſt 
peremptory Air, told; This yo, and thou ſhalt liue f. 

Aſp. That particular Perſon, if You pleaſe, was re- 
ferred to the ten Commandments ; not Fe, and Man- 
kind in general. Our LORD, in the preceding Ver- 
ſes, had been informing his Diſciples ; That they muſt 
receive the Kingdom of GOD, or the Grace of the 
Goſpel, and the Bleflings it propoſes, as a little Child. 
And this can hardly ſignify, in Conſequence of their 
own Doings. 

Ther. That particular Perſon referred! not We and 
Mankind in general !—] don't underſtand your Mean- 
ing, Aſpaſſo. 

Aſp. You will obſerve then, that our LORD's Re- 
ply was not an univerſal Direction, but an Anſwer Ad 
Hominem ; adapted to the Application of the young 
Gentleman f.—Inſtead of aſking, ; How ſhall a poor 

| guilty 

Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. 

+ Mark x. 17. Luke x. 28. xviii. 18. 

1 It is delightful to obſerve the Wiſdom of our LORD: how 
exactly this divine Caſuift ſuits his Counſel to the various States of 
Mankind. The Secure and Preſumptuous He ſends to the Law, 
that they may be bumbled. To the Contrite and Penitent He 
preaches the Goſpel, that they may be comforted.—When the Pla- 
riſce, full of Self-conceit ſtands up and ſays, What ſhall I do ? The 
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„ guilty Mortal, who is every Day offending, obtain 
„ Forgiveneſs from the righteous GOD?” Inſtead 
of ſaying; How ſhall I, who am not able to think 
&* a good Thought, make ſure my Title to an eternal 
eight of Glory?” Our Queriit demands; What 
ood Things ſhall I Do, that I may inherit eternal Life ? 
he Reply proceeds upon the Inquirer's own Princi- 
ples. V You expect Salvation upon ſuch egal Terms, 
know, that your Obedience muſt be nothing lefs, than 
a perfe Conformity to the divine Law. Perform all 
its Precepts, in their utmoſt Extent, in their exacteſt 
Purity, and with an unremitted Perſeverance, then 
But alas] ſuch Perfection is too high for fallen Crea- 
tures; they cannot attain unto it. Neceſſarily, there- 
tore, muſt: they drop all ſuch Pretenſions, and have re- 
ccurſe to ſome other Method of Juſtification. ä 
Ther. Why did that WONDERFUL COUN- 
« SELLOR,” if ſuch was the Purport of his An- 
ſwer, expreſs Himſelf ſo obſcurely? Why did He not 
divert his Say Scholar from this fruitleſs At- 
tempt; and put Him in the right, the praticable Way 
of obtaining Salvation? 
Aſp. I his Ee did, with the fineſt Addreſs, and in 
the moſt ſbilful Manner Had our LORD plainly 
afhrmed, © You are worldly ; You are covetous ; your 
„ Richcs are your G O D:” Such a Charge would, in 
all Frobability, have been as confidently denied, as it 
was plainly urged. Therefore He brings this ſpecious 
Hypoctite to a Teft ®, which ccuvid not be evaded, and 
which was fure to diſcover the Truth. A Teſt, which 
laid open the pelpable and enormous Defects of his ſo 


much boaited Cbedience. Which made it appear, that, 


inſtead of keeping all the Commandments, this vain 
Selt-juſticiary kad not cbeyed the very firſt. But, 
amidit all his towering Imzginations of Himſelf, had 
been, and at that very Inſtance was, a ſordid grovel- 


ing 


Anſwer is, Do all that is commanded. When the breken-Fearted 
Woman falls at his Feat, and freaks in Tears the Cuilt ct her 
Life, and the Anguiſh of her Soul; 4% Sins are forgawven, is the 
gracious Reply. 

Luke xviii. 22. 
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ing Idolater: who preferred his tranſitory Poſſeſſions 
on Earth, to an incorruptible Inheritance in the King- 
dom of Heaven“. Could any Expedient be more ſuita- 
ble to the Caſe? Or better calculated to reduce Him, 
intoxicated as He was with Pride, to a ſober humble 
Mind ? To beat Him off from his falſe Foundation, 
the Righteouſneſs which is of the Law ; and lead Him to 
a Reliance on the promiſed, the expected, the preſent 
MESSIAH? 

It puts me in mind of my Friend Sagacis's Conduct. 
Which feems to have ſome Conformity with our 
LORD's Procedure; and may, poflibly, tend to illuſ- 
trate its Propriety. Viſiting one of his unlear ned 
Neighbours, He found Him in company with a cer- 
tain talkative Stranger ; who was harangueing, at an 
extravagant Rate, on the Wonders of Aitronomy. 
Sagacio toon perceived, that the chief Furniture of this 
extraordinary Adept, lay in a little Acquaintance with 
the technical T'erms, and ſomewhat more than a little 
Share of Affucance. Huw ſhould He bring the felf- 
plumed Sciolift to a little Mode/ty of Sentiment, and 
Decorum of Converſation? He took Leave to alk, 
What the Word A/ronomy might ſignify ?” The 
Orator was ſtruck dumb in a Moment. He had never 
informed Himſelf, it ſeems, that Aſtronomy related to 
the Order and Regulation of the Stars. This ſingle 
Queſtion taught our minute Philoſopher, more effec- 
tually than twenty Lectures on the Subject. It taught 
Him his own Ignorance; and that He had the very 
Ds of his ſo much admired Science ſtill to 

arn. 

Ther. What will you ſay to thoſe famous Paſſages 
in the Epiſtle of St. James? By Works a Man is juſti- 
fied. Was not Abraham our Father juſtified by Works + ? 
Can any Words be plainer in their Meaning? Or, can 
any Meaning be more directly oppoſite to the whole 
Scope of your Argumentation ? - 

Aſp. This I would ſay, 7 Heron. — The Paſſages You 
quote, when detached from the Context, may ſeem in- 


9 L. uke xvili. 23. | ＋ Jam. ii. 21, 24. 
| | | K 4 conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with the Declarations of another Apoſtle. 
As a Limb, when wrenched from its natural Situation, 
appears with an Air of Diſproportion. Whereas, re- 
duce the diſlocated Part, and it will recover the Sym- 
metry of its Shape; it will harmonize exactly with the 
animal Syſtem. Replace likewiſe theſe Aſſertions; 
conſider them in Connecticn with the whole Paragraph; 
and they will be found. if not Uniſons, yet perfect 
Cencords, with the Strain of St. Pauls Teaching. 

What is the Point, which St. James undertakes to 
illvftrate ?—To diſlinguiſh a genuine from an infincere 
Faith. Va Mas ſay, He bath Faith; this is the boaſt 
of ſome hypocritical Profeſſor. So that the Apoſtle is 
evidently dealing with a Pretender to the precious Gift: 
and therefore replies, Shew me thy Faith: Prove the 
Reality of thy Claim: Prove it to me and to the Church, 
to thy Fellow-creatures and Fellow-chriftians. If un- 
productive of righteous Works, We muit pronounce 
it ſpurious, worthleſs, dead. 

Having detected the Counterfeit, He proceeds to de- 

ſcribe the Sterling. I he grand CharaQeriftic of which 
is, A Frame of Mind and a Courſe of Action, correſ- 
pouding with the Doctrine believed. By this Touch- 
f.one the Faith of our renowned Progenitor was tried; 
and, being tried, was found unto Praiſe, and Ho- 
„ nour, and Glory.” Was act Abraham our Father 
juftified by Works ?—Juſtihed! How 7 As to Accep- 
tance with the SUPREME JUDGE? No: this was 
effected, long before the Patriarch offered up 1/aac. 
But when He exerciſed that Heroic A& of Self-De- 
nial, Reſignation, and Obedience; then his Juſtifica- 
tion was evidenced, to all his Contemporaries, and to all 
Generations. His Faith was made perfect *; anſwered 
its proper End; and appeared to be of the true, the 
triumphant, the ſcriptural Kind; ſince it overcame 
the World, overcame Self, and regarded GOD as All 
in All. | 


Upon 


* Eri\uwhn, In th's Senſe, I ſuppoſe, We are to underſand 
St. Fotn's Aphoriſm. He that doth Riz bteouſneſs, s rig bteous : ma- 
nifeſts the Truth of his Converſion, and juſtifies his Proſeſſion from 
all Suſpicion of Inſincerity. 1 Fen iii. 7. 
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Upon the whole; St. Paul ſpeaks concerning the 
Juſtification of our Perſons ; St. James concerning the 
Juſtification of our Faith *. -St. Paul deſcribes the 
Manner of being juſtified, before the a/l-/eeing GOD; 
St. James points out the Proof + of a juſtified State, as 
it is viſible to Men. The former proceeds from the 
immaculate Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, placed to our 
Account; the latter conſiſts in the Fruits of Righ- 
teouſneſs, adorning our Life.— Rightly under- 
ſtood, therefore, theſe Paſſages are not in the leaſt 
contradictory to the Epiſtles of St. Paul, or to the 
Scope of my Argumentation. But are a ſeaſonable Ca- 
veat and a proper Preſervative, againſt miſunderſtand- 
ing thoſe, or perverting this. 

Ther. I with, you would read that conciſe, but ju- 
dicious Abridgment of true Religion, compriſed in the 
fiſteenth P/alm. The ſacred Penman ſets out with this 
Inquiry; LORD, who ſhall dwell in thy Tabernacle, or 
auh ſhall reſt upon thy holy Hill? To this moſt intereſt- 
ing Query the following Verſes are a full and fatis- 
fatory Anſwer. The whole of Which turns upon the 
Diſcharge of moral Duties; walking uprightly, and 
avorking Righteouſneſs. Without a Syllable, or a ſingle 

int, concerning the very ſuperior Excellence of 
. aith, or the extreme Neceſſity of a vicarious Obe- 

tence. 


That the Expreſſion uſed by St. James, ſignifies this declara- 
tive Juſtification, is plain from x Tim. iii. 16. Where the Apoſtle, 


ſpeaking of our LORD FESHS CHRIST, ſays; £0xaroln, He 
<was juſtified in or by the SPIRIT : declared to be the true SON 
of GOD ; manifeſted on Earth, and recognized from Heaven, as 
the undoubted SAVIOUR of the World. | 

FT A very litttle Reflection, I ſhould imagine, muſt convince 
every unprejudiced Reader; That St. James cannot poſſibly be 
ſtating the Method of Juſtification, before the infinitely righteous 
GOD. Becauſe, He never ſo much as mentions the Death of 
CHRIST—Woho made bis Soul an Offering for Sin—to wb: m give all 
be Prophets Witneſs, that whoſoever believeth in Him, 2 receive 
Remiſſion of Sins and befides wwhom, there is no other Name given 
under Heaven, whereby We can be ſaved—Could an Apoſtle ſo ab- 
ſelutely forget his LORD; and in a Caſe, where every other in pired 
Writer acxcowkdiges Him; nay, acknowledges Him to be ALL 


iN ALL? 
oY 9 
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Aſp. have often read, and I well remember, that 
beautiful and inſtructive Pſalm. And I beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, once for all, with relation to ſuch Paſſages of the 
Old Teſtament ; That they ſuppoſe the Perſons, whom 
they deſcribe, to be convinced of their natzral Corrup- 
tion; to be humbled under a Senſe of their afual Guilt ; 
and to live in a conſcientious Obſervance of the expia- 
tory Sacrifices. All which had an invariable Reference 
to CHRIST, and derived their whole Virtue from his 
Mediation. g 

Would any of the Jeavi/þ Saints, think you, have 
dared to advance a Plea for eternal Bleſſedneſs, upon 
the Foot of their own Conformity to ſuch moral Di- 
rections? Neglecting, at the ſame Time, the annual 
Ordinance of the Paſſover, the Sacrifices of the three 
great Feſtivals, or a believing Improvement of the daily 
Oblation.—By no means. They were, and they would 
acknowledge themſelves, deplorably defective. They 
would plead the Promiſe of tree Grace, and fly to the 
Blood, which GOD himſelf had appointed to make an 
Atonement for their Souls.——By ſuch Sentiments, and 
ſuch a Conduct, they reduced to practice the very Eſ- 
ſence of our Doctrine: diſavowing their own Deeds, 


however virtuous or religious; and truſting in the 


Strength of J/rae/, the LO RD our Righteouſneſs. Who 
alone fulfilled all the Precepts, contained in this excel- 
lent Formulary of Duty. Who has alſo the Subfance of 
every purifying and every propitiatory Rite. 

Ther. Has not the ſacred Writer expreſly ſaid, at the 
Cloſe of the P/alm? Wheſo dotTH theſe Things, all 
never fall. | 

App. He has: And this, I apprehend, is his Meaning. 
“ Pertons of ſuch a Temper, and ſuch a Practice, 
« bear the Marks of GOD's Children, and are meet 
« for his Glory. Accordingly, they ſhall never fall, ei- 
« ther into total Apoſtacy HERE, or final Condemnation 
„% HEREAFTER. They are now Heirs, and in due 
« Time ſhall be Poſſeſſors, of his eternal Kingdom.“ 
Hut you will take Notice, that all theſe Duties and 
Qualifications, only chara#erize, not conſtitute, the In- 
heritor of Heaven,-You will likewiſe advert to an- 

other 
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other very remarkable Circumſtance in his Character; He 

fetteth not by Himſelf, but is lowly in his caun Eyes *. Or, 

as the lively Original ſpeaks, He 1s baſe and wile in his 

own Sight. So far from aſpiring to 72 5 juſtification, 
ls 


that He abſolutely renounces it ; and falls down, in 
deep Abaſement, at the Foot of infinitely rich Grace. 
Ther. I cannot but think, it is the current Doctrine of 
Scripture, and I am ſure, it is one of the fr ft Principles 
which the Light of Nature teaches That the moſt 
high GOD muſt neceſſarily love Righteouſneſs, and 
take Pleaſure in the Righteous. 

Aſp. If the Light of Nature was to publiſh a Goſ- 
pel, I believe it would be formed upon your Plan. It 
would beſtow Favour only on the Innocent, the Virtu- 
os, and the Holy. —But the Goſpel of CHRIST runs in 
a very different Strain. This brings Pardon for the 
Condemned, and Bleſſings for the Accurſed. This is 
Health to the Sick, and Recovery to the Ruined. The 
LORD hath anointed me, ſaith its divine Author, to 
preach good Tidings to the Meck, who are humbled under 
a Senſe of their Unworthineſs. —He hath ſent me to bind 
up the broken-hearted, who are wounded with a Convic- 
tion of their undone State proclaim Liberty to the 
Captives, the wretched Captives of Satan; and the 
Opening of the Priſon to them that are bound, bound in the 
Chains of Darkneſs, Sin, and Mifery . | 

As I am myſelf a moſt unworthy Sinner, You muſt 
not be diſpleaſed, if I eſpouſe the Cauſe of thoſe un- 
happy Creatures. Yet, though a Friend of Sinners, I 
am 


+ Pfal. xv. 4. DNDI VIIYA MAI. _ I cannot ſay, that I ad- 
mite the Bible Tranſlation of this Clauſe: In <ubeſe Eyes the wile 
Perſon is cuntemptible, Methinks, it does not ſavour of the tender 
and benign Spirit of our Religion, which teaches Us to honour all 
Men; to deſpite no one's Perſon, but only to abhor the Wickedreſs 
of the Wicked; Ts, 

Should the Senſe I have oppoſed, have its Weight; the Senſe I 
have preferred, is incomparably wweightier,” If, to deſpiſe the Vile, 
is a religious Act; to think mean'y of Ourſelves, is a much more 
advanced, and a far more difficult Inſtance of Religion. This is to 
copy the higheſt Pattern of human Excellence; who. notwithſtand- 
mg his very ſuperior Attainments, accounted Himſeif leſs than the raft 
of all Saints; nay, the very chiefeſt of Sinners, 

+ Iſai. lui. 1. 
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am no Enemy to the Righteous, I intirely agree with 


my Theron in allowing, that the moſt High GOD ne- 
ceſſarily loves Righteouſneſs. Only I want to be in- 
formed, Where this admirable and lovely Quality is to 
be found? Not among the Gentiles, They have 
ſwerved from the DiQates of natural Conſcience. 
Not among the Jews. They have broke the holy 
Commandment delivered on Mount Sinai. Not 
among Chriſtians. - For, if GOD ſhould enter into 
Judgment with Us, We could not anſwer Him one of 
In the Kingdom of Athiopia, or in 
the Country of the Mocrs, where will you find the 
native Whites ? 

The SON of GOD found none among the Race 
of Adam, that were intitled to the CharaQter of Righ- 
teous. He who gave Himſelf a Ranſom for All, — 
no Application to ſuch Perſons “.- Why? Becauſe he 
ſullenly diſeſtecmed perſonal Goodneſs? Or was unable 
to d:/tinguih the Excellency of inherent Virtue? 
No; . but becauſe he knew, that, amiable as theſe 
Qualifications are, they have no Exiſtence in the 
human Heart ; till the Sinner, reconciled by his Death, 
be ſanctified alſo by his SPIRIT. 

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable Anſwer, 
which the Spartans once returned to a threatening Em- 
baſſy, from ſome of the neighbouring States. Nothing 


could be more conciſe ; and, I think, nothing was ever 


more ſpirited and ſignificant. 

7her. Thoſe Neighbours gave them to underſtand 
by their Ambaſſadors ; “ That, if they entered their 
„Territories, they would burn their Towns; make 
the Inhabitants Priſoners; and ſpread Deſtruction, 
« where-ever they advanced.“ To which inſolent 
Menace, the brave Lacedamonians made no other Re- 
ply, than — IF. MTs 

Is this the Story, to which You refer ? 

Aſp. The very ſame.— And when you are ſpeaking 
of human Righteouſneſs, as the Cauſe of our Accept- 

ance 


Mat. N. 13. 1 came net to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
Repentance.. 
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ance with the eternal GOD, I would borrow the Lan- 
guage of a Spartan. IF, ſhall be my Reply.—IF, ſe- 
cluſive of the Obedience, and independent on the SPI- 
RIT of CHRIST, You can furniſh Yourſelf with this 
Endowment: Or, if You can carry your Righteouſneſ; 
to that Perfection, which may equal the Purity of the 
Law, and comport with the Majeſty of the Lawgiver: 
then truſt in it; let it be the Ground of your Conh- 
dence ; and ſeek no better Foundation. 

But whoever ſhall, in this Manner, ſeek for his Re- 
commendation to the Favour of GOD; will a& like 
the miſtaken Countryman in Horace: Who, being un- 
able to ford the River, took up a Reſolution to wait on. 
the Banks, till the Stream was all run by: 


— At ille 
Labitur, et labetur in emne wolubilis Awum . 


Ther. Here, I fanſy, We muſt take Leave of your 
Countryman. If He adheres to his Reſolution, We 
ſhall find Him in the. very ſame Situation, when Break- 
faſt is over; and may reſume our Subject, Juſt where 
it is diſcontinued : | 


„ 


TuERO x. * 5 
O me, who have ſpent the greateſt Part of the 
Winter in Toxwn, theſe Scenes of the Country 
are inexpreſſibly pleaſing. Take, who will, the gild- 
ed Saloon, and the ſilken Settee; ſo long as I can 
ſhelter myfetf under the Canopy of ſuch a ſpreading 
| | Beech, 

Vain Man defiffl :- Such flattering Hopes forego: 

It favs, and flaws, py for ever — 
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Beech, and uſe one of its coarſe, miſ-ſhapen Roots for 
my Seat. 
'Tis true, We ſee no longer thoſe ſplendid Brocades, 
and elegant Toupees, which diſtinguiſh the Park and 
the Mall But we have, full in our View, a Mul- 
titude of honeſt Ruſtics; purſuing their chearful La- 
bours in yonder Meadow. Some, mowing the luxuri- 
ant Herbage. Some, raiſing it into regular Cocks. 
Others, loading their Waggons with the Hay, or clear- 
ing the Ground with their Rakes. The Ground, clear- 
ed of its ſoft Incumbrance, appcars freſh and green, 
like another Spring. While the Exhalations of the 
tedded Graſs, — in the Air, give a rural Perſume 
to the Gale. — And which, my Aſaſio, which are 
the moſt valuable Objects? The litile Labourers of the 
Hive, that enrich themſelves, and regale their Maſ- 
ters? Or the gay Flutterers of the Garden, whoſe whole 
Life is nothing but Sport; and their higheſt Character | 
is, to be inſignificantly pretty? | 
Aſp. In this Retirement, We hear none of the wan- 
ton and corrupting Airs of the Opera; no, nor the 
c 
c 


majeſtic and ennobling Melody of the Oratorio “. 
But We have a Band of Muſic, ſtationed in the Grove; 
and a Concert of native Harmony, warbling from the 
Boughs: We are entertained with the Muſic, which 1 
charmed the human Ear, long: before: Jabal 4 found , 

\ 

t 


| out his Inſtruments; and thouſands of Yeats before | 
' Handel compoſed his Notes. 'The Bull-finch, and | 
| a Moltitude of little tunefu] Throats, ſtrike the Key. t 
|: J he Thruſh below, and the Sky-Lark reſponſive from 0 
| above, diver/ify and exalt the Strain. The Black-bird, 8 
t ſomewhat like the ſolemn Organ, with Notes perfectly 0 
li mellow, and gracefully ſonorous, crowns the Choir, le 
1 3 While 11 
5 A jeſtic and err blinr— This, I think, is the true Character, * 
i and expieſſcs the real Tendency of the Oratorro, Nevertheleſs, it al 
; may not he irrproper to obſerve; that if We carry a trifling or | n. 
5 irrelipgicus fririt to the Entertainment; if We attend to the mu- ta 
N ſical Airs. ht diſregare tho'e facred Truths, which enter into | m 
the Cor rofition ; it will be little better than a Profanation of L 


Loly Things. I fear, it will. be a Species of raking GOD's adega- 
bie 1:0 glorious Name ia vain. 
1 Cen. iv. 21. 
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While the Turtle's melancholy Voice, and the mur- 
muring Water's plaintive Tone, deepen and complete the 
univerſal Symphony. 

This is the Muſic, which conſtituted the firſt Song 
of Thankſgiving, and formed the firſt vocal Praiſe, 
that the all- gracious CREATOR received, from his 
new made World. This is neither the Parent of Ef- 
feminacy, nor a Pander for Vice; but refines the Af- 
fections, even while it amuſes the Imagination. 

Ther. All the Entertainments of Nature, are cal- 
culated to ſecure our Innocence, as well as to gratify 
our Fancy.— And what is another. very agreeable 
Circumſtance, theſe Gratifications which afford the 
ſublimeſt Pleaſure, are exhibited gratis. While thoſe, 
which enervate the Mind, and debauch the Affecti- 
ons, muſt be dearly purchaſed. Every one cannot 
gain Admittance into the Boxes or the Pit, when ſome 
celebrated Tragedy is brought upon the Stage. But 
every one may behold the beauteous Exhibitions of 
Spring, and the noble Productions of Autumn. All may 
contemplate the Machinery of Nature, and the Won- 
ders of Creation. Thereby enjoying a far more ex- 
quiſite Amuſement, without any of the Guilt, or any 
of the Danger. 

The Inhabitants of yonder Villages, have never be- 
held the ſplendid Proceſſion, which ſolemnizes the Co- 
ronation of a Monarch; nor the gaudy Illuminations, 
which diſtinguiſh the Anniverſary of his Birth. But 
they ſee, almoſt every Morning, a much nobler Spec- 
tacle diſplayed in the Eaſt. I hey ſee the great Ruler 
of the Day, or rather the Envoy from Day's eternal 
SOVEREIGN, making his Entry amidſt the vaſt Spa- 
ces of the Sky. The Heavens are ſtrewed with Co- 
lours, that outvie the Pinks and Carnations. The Graſs 
is decked with Dew-Drops, and every Plant is ſtrung, 
as it were, with Pearls. All around the Darkneſs flies, 
and ſweet refreſhing Gales ariſe. —At length the mag- 
nificent Luminary appears! And what is all the oſten- 
tatious Pomp of Kings ? What is all the Glitter of the 
moſt brilliant Court? Compared with his tranſcendent 
Luſtre +—— This Spectacle We may behold, vhs 

O13 
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Loſs of Time, or Prejudice to Health. Nay, We 


cannot behold it, without improving one, and redeem- 
ing the other. So beneficial are even the Pleaſures, 
which Nature yields! So ſerviceable the very Diverſi- 
ons, to which ſhe invites! 

Aſp. Thus gracious is the Almighty MAKER, in the 
Conſtitution of material Things. The Subfantial and 
the Valuable, are open to every One; are acceſſible by 
all. Only the Tinſel and the Trappings, are the Pro- 
py of a Few ; the poor Prerogative of Wealth. 

o leſs gracious is GOD, in the Diſpoſal of ſpir:- 
tual Favours. Fheſe are infinitely more excellent; 
and yet are equally free. We are invited to. buy then, 
without Money, and without Price“. What do you 
give for the Benefits of the riſing Sun, or the Delights 


of this rural Melody? The Cafe is much the ſame, 
with regard to the Righteouſneſs by which We are 
juſtified, and all the Bleſſings of Salvation. | 


Ther. This brings to our Remembrance the Coun- 
tryman whom we left on the Banks of the River. And, 
for aught I can ſee, Theron and the Ruſtic are pretty 
much upon a footing. The firſt, as far from acced- 
ing to your Notions; as the laſt, 1s from gaining his 

oint. 


0 Have you any Objection, Theron, to theſe Gffis 
ef Na 


ture; becauſe, they are neither purchaſed by 
your Money, nor produced by your own Toil ? 


Ther. But who can ever expect to obtain Pardon, and 
Acceptance, and eternal Salvation, at ſo cheap a Rate? 


It feems to be all Deluſton, ſio. 
Aſp. So cheap! Then You would pay ſomewhat, I 
preſume, by way of Price. But pray, let me aſk; 


What Price did Vou pay to GOD your MAKER, for 


faſhioning Vou in your Mother's Womb? What Price 
have you 1571 to GOD your PRESERVER, for up- 


holding You ever fince You was born? Or what Price 


do You think of paying to GOD the ſupreme PRO- 
PRIETOR, for the Ground, on which You tread ; 
for the Air, in which You breathe ; for the Sun, by 
which You ſee ? Juſt the ſame Price muſt you advance 

to 


® Ifai, Iv. 2. 
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to GOD your SAVIOUR, for all his juſtifying Me- 


Tits. 

Both 7he/e and thoſe proceed from the ſame BENE- 
FACTOR. They are all abſolutely neceſſary, either 
for the Welfare of the Body, or the Happineſs of the 
Soul. And they are all vouchſafed on the ſame free 
Terms. For thus faith the Prophet; His Going-forth, 
in the Difpenſation of the Goſpel, is prepared as the 
Morning. CHRIST, with all his precious Privileges, 
Fall come unto Us as the Rain; as the latter and former 
Rain unto the Earth *. However, if You are ac- 
quainted with a different, or a better Way, be ſo good 
as to communicate your Knowledge. 

Ther. Some, You may obſerve, depend upon their 
mnoffenſive Behaviour. They live peaceably. They 
do no Harm to their Neighbours. They are guilty of 
no groſs Offence againſt GOD. And why ſhould my 
not hope to obtain his Favour ? They apprehend, 
the Prophet Samuel eſtabliſhes their Hope, when He 
makes this ſolemn Appeal; Whoſe Ox have I talen? 
Whoſe Aſi have I talen? Or whom have I defrauded\| ? 
Nay, they imagine, that our LORD himſelf has 
authorized their Expectation, by giving this Character 
of Nathaniel; An Iſraelite indeed, in whom is no Guile +. 
A Freedom from outward Injuftice, and inward 
Hypocriſy, is all the Qualification, applauded in the 
one Caſe, avowed in the other. | | 

Aſp. This negative Goodneſs (if it deſerves to be 
called Goodneſs) was a Plea for the boafting Phariſee. 
But None, I prefume, would chooſe to be affociated 
with /ach a Companion, either in Character Here, or 
in Condition Hereafter. 

Samuel, in the Place You mention, is vindicating 
Himſelf, only to his Fellow-creatures, and only in the 
Capacity of a Magiſtrate. He ſpeaks not of his Juſti- 
hcation before the Judge of Quick and Dead. This, 
He well knew, muſt be derived from another Source, 
and muſt reſt upon a firmer Bottom. 

The lſraelite without Guile, was a Perſon, who not 
only abſtained from every Sin, but performed your 

uty ; 
* Hol, vi. 3, | 1 Sam. xii. 3. + John i. 47. 
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Duty; and without any wilful Negle of the One, or 
any allowed Indulgence of the Other. This Inſtance, 
therefore, will by no means prove the Sufficiency of 
your negative Righteouſneſs. Which ſeems to have 
juſt the ſame Degree of Excellency, as a Fountain 
that never iſſues in Water, or as a Cloud that never 
deſcends in Rain *. 

Ther. In this Particular, 4/affo, your Sentiments 
are mine. But I would add Morality to Civility ; the 
virtuous to the inoffenſive Converſation. And if We 
not only ceaſe to do Evil, but learn to do well : if we 
uſe Temperance, exerciſe Charity, and keep all the 
Commandments to the e of our Power, is not this a 
fufficient Foundation for our Hope ? | 

Aſp. Yes, Theron; if, as you add Morality to your 
Civility, you add Perfection to both. Otherwiſe you 
muſt be ranked, not among the Claimants, but among 


the Delinguents, Yor have no Title to a Reward, but 
ſtand in Need of Pardon. 


It is a Principie of Jv ice, four ed on the unalter- 


able Conftitution of Thize:, 1 hat the Debtor be ac- 
quitted, when He has: the Debt. But ſuppoſing 
Him, inſtead of Coid to bring Iron; inſtead of Ta- 
lents to return Pence; ir ad of defraying, to increaſe 
the Score daily; can He then reaſonably expect, or 
legally claim a Diſcharge ? 
With reſpect io ſuch an Obedience, We way paſs 
our Verdict in the £gurat've, but very expreſſive Lan- 
guage of I/aiah : The Bed is ſhorter, than that a Man 
can firetch Himſelf on it; and the Covering rarrower, 
than that He can wrap Himſelf in it +. It can neither 
give Reſt to the awakened Conſcience, nor afford Pro- 
tection to the guilty Soul. If We have nothing better 
to plead, We ſhall not be able to lift up our Heads, in 
the laſt deciſi ve Judgment; but muft enter into the Rock, 
and hide Ourſekves in the Duſt, for Fear of the LORD, 
and for the Glory of his Majeſty ||. 


Ther. 


Ve Lyra gue riticet, wel qui nm tenditur Arcus. Claudian 
1 Ifai, xxviii. 20. | Iſai. ii 10. 
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Ther. We will go a Step farther, and take in the 
Exerciſe of Devotion. We will read GOD's Word; 
pray to his DIVINE MAJESTY ; and regularly at- 
tend on his public Worſhip. Here now, are ſocial 
Accompiiſhments and oral Virtues, completed by the 
Performance of religious Duties. 

Aſp. Completed fear, that Expreſſion will ſcarce- 
ly abide the Teſt of a ſingle Query. Have You then 
performed all your Duties, with that ardent Love of 
GOD, and undivided View to his Glory? With that 
adoring Gratitude to the bleſſed JESUS, and that child- 
like Dependence on his SPIRIT ? Which the Reaſon 
of Things requires, and the Scriptures of Truth en- 
join ? If not ; your Duties, be they moral, or re- 
ligious, or both, are far from being complete. Nay ; 
they are utterly defective ; and, for that Reaſon, abſo- 
lutely inſufficient for your Juſtification. They are 
elipped or ſophiflicated Coin. And will that be carrent 
in the World of Glory? 

Ther. Allowing them to be defective, yet they are 
fincere. And though not free from —— Alloy, yet — 
they bear the Image and S ton of Integrity, why 
ſhould they be rejected — Silver? Why ſhould 
not they obtain the Currency, You mention? | 

Aſp, Alas !—ſays a judicious and admired Writer, 
Ihe ImperfeQtions of our beſt Services, daily forfei? 
„the Blefhngs of Time. How impoſſible then is it, 
„that the Sincerity of them, amidſt ſo many Frailties 
and Defects, ſhould purchaſe the Glories of Eter- 
« nity!” 

Th-r. Be your Writer ever fo judicious, I can con- 


front Him with Others, equally capable of judging, 


and diametrically oppoſite in Opinion. W hat fays 
that wife and brave Man, the Succeſſor of Me/es, and 
Generaliſſimo of the Armies of I/rae/? Jeſua. I am 
ſure, declares Himſelf on my Side. Fear the LORD, 
and ſerve him in Sincerity *, is his laſt folemn Charge 
to the People. Even the great Apoſtle, on a Re- 
view of his Miniſtry, makes it Matter of Self-gra- 


tulation, 


# Joſh, XXIV, 14 
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tulation, That He had his Conwerſation in godly Since- 
rity F. 

Aſp. You have quoted the Charge, delivered by the 
Servant, be pleaſed to recolle& the Proteſtation made 
by the Mafter : Not for thy Righteoufneſs, ſays Moſes, or 
for the Uprightneſs of thy Heart, doſ thou go to poſſeſs their 
Land I. Even an earthly Canaan was not given to 
the Haelites, as the Reward of their own, either out- 
ward Obedience, or inward Sincerity. Much leſs can 
We expect the Kingdom of Immortality, on account 
of any Uprightneſs of our Intentions, or Piety of our 
Actions. | 

However, as the Doctrine of Sincerity is the fawou- 

rite and faſhionable Tenet, I will conform a little to 
the Taſte in Vogue. You ſhall have no Reaſon to 
complain, That I am either a Cynic or a Stoic. Let 
it ſuffice Us to be ſincere. Only let Us refer Ourſelves 
to the Apoſtle, for a Deſcription of this darling Qua- 
lification. That Ye may le ſincere, being filled with the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by FESUS CHRIST, 
unto the Praiſe and Glory of GOD |. 
Here are three Properties of acceptable Sincerity. 
It muſt bear Fruits, the Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; 
and bear them abundantly, ſo that We may be filled 
with them. —T he Branch and the Fruits muſt derive, 
that its Vigour, theſe their Flavour, and both of them 
their very Being, from the all-tupporting, all- ſupply- 
ing Root CHRIST JESUS. Then, inſtead of ter- 
minating in Self. juſtification, they muſt redound to the 
Honour of GOD. It is not ſaid, Theſe ſhall juftify 
You, but theſe ſhall geri your FATHER which is 
in Heaven. 

This Kind of Sincerity, can never be too highly eſ- 
teemed, nor too zealouſly encouraged. But this, You 
will obſerve, flows from the Grace of CHRIS!, and 
iſſues in the Glory of GOD. Therefore does but very 
poorly atteſt, either the Sufficiency of human Ability, 
to perform good Works; or the Sufficiency of human 
Works, to win the Prize of our High Calling. 


Ther. 


+ 2 Cor. i. 12. 1 Deut. ix. 5. | Phil. i. 10, 11. 
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Ther. Do Yeu then exclude a// Works? Will You 
make a mere Nothing, both of car moral Endowments, 
and of your evangelical Obedience ? | 

Aſp. They are excluded from all Share in juſtifying 
Us. Yet not by me, but by an Authority, to which 
there can be no ObjeQion, and from which there lies 
no Appeal. Speaking of Salvation, thus ſaith the Wiſ- 
dom of GOD ; Net of Works. 

Ther. Works of the ceremonial Law, I ſuppoſe. 
Theſe, we all acknowledge, are, under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, as a Bond cancelled, or an Act repealed. 
But ſure You will allow a better Office, and a nobler 
Character, to that Courſe of Obedience, which is re- 
gulated by the Commands of CHRIST. | 

Aſp. St. Paul will allow it no ſuch Office, as that 
for which Theron is pleading. Ye are ſaved, ſays the 
Apoftle ! Ye are delivered from Wrath, reconciled to 
GOD, and made Heirs of his Kingdom. —How ? By 


Grace, through Faith *. Grace, like a magnificent So- 


vereign, from the Riches of his own Bounty, and 
without any Reſpect to human Worthineſs, confers the 
glorious Gift. Faith, like an indigent Petitioner, with 
an empty Hand, and without any Pretence to perſonal 
Deſert, receives the heavenly Bleſſing. 

Both Grace and Faith ſtand in direct Oppoſition to 
Works; all Works whatever. Whether they be Works 
of the Law, or Works of the Goſpel; Exerciſes of the 
Heart, or Actions of the Life ; done while we remain 
unregenerate, or when we become regenerate ; they 
are, all and every of them, equally ſet aſide in this great 
Affair. | 

That the Bill of Excluſion is thus extenſive, or ra- 
ther quite unlimited, appears from the Reaſon aſſigned. 
Left any Man ſhould boaſt F. That all Pretence of Glo- 
rying may be cut off from fallen Creatures. That 
the whole Honour of obtaining Salvation, may be 
appropriated to HIM, e hid not his Face from 
Shame and Spitting. — And is He not worthy, unſpeak- 
ably and intinitcly worthy, to receive this wrrivalled 

| Honour, 
ph. ii. 8. + Eph. K. 9. 
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Honour, as a Recompence for his anparalleled Humi- 
liation. 

Ther. All our good Works, We allow, are recom- 
mended by. CHRIST. They prevail for our Juſtifica- 
tion, only through his Merits. So that We ſtill de- 
pend upon the REDEEMER. And, by this Means, 
pay Him the higheſt Honour. 

Alp. Depend upon the REDEEMER! No, my 
dear Friend. You rely upon your own pious Acts, 
and moral Qualifications. They, they are your grand 
Recommendation. The Office conſigned over to the 
divine 7E LU, is nothing more than to be (as it were) 
Mafier of the Ceremonies, He may have the Credit of 
introducing your fine Accompliſhments, with a kind of 
graceful Air. But is this an Office {uited to his in- 
comparable Dignity? Was it for this, that He bowed 
the Heavens, and partook of our Nature? Was it for 
this, that He became ſubject to the Law, and obedient 
unto Death? Ozly for this, that He might uſher in our 
own Endowments, with a Plume and a Scarf? —Sure- 
ly, Theron, You can never entertain ſuch low Thoughts 
of the incarnate GOD, and of CHRIST 's mediatorial 
Undertaking. 

Ther. Neither can I entertain ſuch /5w and ing 
Thoughts, of our own virtuous Attainments. IThey 
diſtinguith Perſons of Eminence and Worth, from the 
ſordid Wretch and execrable Villain; juſt as the no- 
ble Faculty of Reaſon, diſtinguiſhes the Man from the 
Brute. 

Aſp. To deny good Works the Merit öf juſtifying 
Us, is very difterent from vilifying them. You are 

oing to build a new Houſe, Theron. Pray, do You 

intend to fetch your 'Timber from the flimiy Tendrils 
of the Vine? 

Ther. No, certainly 9. 

Af. Becauſe You don't think its feeble Shoots pro- 
per, to form the Beams, and ſupport the Roof, of your 
intended 


+ No, certainly. Perhaps, it may be worth our while to ob- 
ſerve; That this is the Meaning of a very te Expreilion, 


which occurs in our Tranſlation of (x ed Luke xvii. 9. I 
trete not, 
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intended Edifice: do You, therefore, ent them, 
depreciate them, or di/allow their Uſefulneſs? By 
no means. They may beautify your Walls, with 
their ornamental Spread; and enrich the Deſert, with 
their delicious Fruit. This is an Office, ſuitable to 
the Nature of the Plant : and from this it receives ſuf- 
ficient Eftimation, without pretending to the Honours 
ot the Oak. | 

Virtuous Attainments, I own, are a conſiderable 
Diſtinction, in the preſent State of Things. And, 
what is a higher Encomium (I ſhall now out-ſhoot 
You, in your own Bow) they will diſtinguiſh the true 
Believer from the hypocritical Profeſſor, even at the 
ou Tribunal. — But let them be content with their 

rovince, and not intrude upon the SAVIOUR's Pre- 
rogative. To ed Juſtification, be bis: to diſcrimi- 
mate the juſtified, theirs. Neither let them elate their 
Poſſeſſors, with a vain Conceit of themſelves. Who, 
though they were meek as Moſes, holy as Samuel, and 
wile as Daniel, muſt confide in nothing, but the bound- 
leſs Mercies of the LORD: muſt plead nothing, but 
the infinite Merits of his CHRIST. 

This, J am ſure, is the Theology, both of the 
P/almift, and of St. Paul. They derive the Bleſſed- 
neſs promiſed in Scripture, not from the ſhallow 
Stream of human Accompliſhments, but from the in- 
exhauftible Ocean of divine Grace. Bleed is He, 
ewhoſe Unrighteouſneſſes are forgiven, and whoſe Sins are 
covered &. : 

Ther. Will Appaſis then, lke many of our modern 
Diſputants, mutilate the holy Word? Induſtriouſly 
diſplay, what ſeems to favour his Cauſe ; but arttvily 
ſecrete, what tends to overthrow his Scheme © How 
could You forget, or why ſhould You ſuppreſs, the 
following Clauſe ? And in whoſe Spirit there is no Guile. 
-Was You afraid, it would demoliſh your Opinion; 
and point out an wpright, honeſt Mind, as the Cauſe of 
this Bleſſedneſs? 

Aſp. Far was I, my dear Theron, from any ſuch 
groundleſs Apprehenſions; and equally far from ai! fuch 


aetuſory 


* Pal, xxxu.1, Rom. iv. 7. 
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daluſory Deſigns. Shall I talk deceitfully for GOD +? 
His facred Cauſe does not need it, and his exalted Ma- 
jeſty would diſdain it. No: I would condemn my 
Tongue to eternal Silence, rather than ſpeak a Sylla- 
ble, either to conceal, or diſguiſe the Truth. 

Moſt readily We will admit the Sentence You men- 
tion: In whoſe Spirit there is no Guile. It is evident 
from the Context, That theſe Words are not deſcrip- 
tive of a Perſon, in whoſe Heart and Converſation 
there 7s no Iniquity ; but whoſe Mouth freely confe/jes 
the Iniquity of them both. Confeſſes, without any 
Reſerve, or the leaſt Attempt to palliate. Which, 
inſtead of invalidating, corroborates my Argument. 
Since, according to your own Allegation, the higheſt 
Merit conſiſts, in a free Acknowledgment of Sin, or a 
total Renunciation of all Worthineſs. 

Ther. When We join Repentance to all our other 
Works; lament our Deficiencies, and implore For- 
Pre : ſurely, this muſt be available with a merci- 


ul GOD, and cannot but intitle Us to the Happineſs 


of Heaven. 

Aſp. How ſtrange does it found, at leaſt in my 
Ears, for poor, miſerable, guilty Creatures, to talk of 
intitling themſelves to the Happineſs of Heaven, by 
any Deeds of their own ! When it is owing wholly to 
GOD's rich forbearing Mercy, that they are not tranſ- 
mitted to Hell: owing wholly to GOD's free pre- 
wenting Grace, that they are enabled to think a good 
Thought. 

But not to inſiſt upon this Conſideration. I will 
ſuppoſe You, to have lamented your Deficiencies, and 
implored Forgiveneſs. Yet fiill I muſt fay to my 
Friend, as our LORD replied to the young Gentle- 
man in the Goſpel : One Thing thou lackefi : a Righte- 
ouſneſs, that may magniſy the Law, and make it ho- 
nourable.— Should GOD, without inſiſting upon this, 
pardon and reward, He would not act according to his 
glorious Character: nor be, at once, a 5 GOD, and 
a SAVIOUX || And if You can find this Righte- 
ouſneſs, either in the Depth, or in the Height above ; in 

any 


＋ Job xiii 7, Lai. xlv. 21. 
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any Perſon or any Object, fave only in the imputed 
Obedience of our LORD FESUS CHRIST, I retract 
whatever I have advanced. 

Ther. A Preacher and an Author has lately aſſured 
Us, that We are to be © accepted of GOD, and ſaved 
* by our own Obedience.” If fo, I need not ſcruple 
to repeat my Aſſertion, that our own Duties, eſpecially 
when accompanied with Repentance, are a real and 
proper Foundation for Life eternal. 

Aſp. Then the Apoſtle was under a great Miſtake, 
when, treating of CHRIST and his Merits, He ven- 
tured to aſſert ; Other Foundation can no Man lay, ſave 
that which is laid, even FESUS CHRIST X. 

Ther. If You will not credit a modern Preacher, I 
can produce a Deciſion, made by one of the moſt an- 
tient and authoritative Synods, that ever was convened : 
Then hath GOD alſo to the Gentiles granted Repentance 
unto Life . — Repentance unto Life, is their unanimous 
Voice, and y unexceptionable Voucher. 

Aſp. I can eafily gueſs the Aſſembly, to which You 
refer. But I can hardly grant it the venerable Name 
of a Synod. It conſiſted of ſome Fudaizing Converts. 
Who adhered, with a tenacious and bigotted Zeal, to 
the Maſaic Rites. However, though I might ſcru- 
ple my Theron's Appellation, I readily acquieſce in their 
Determination. 

But it 1s not ſaid, Thoſe Gentiles were penitent, and 
therefore GOD granted them Life. This ſhould have 
been the Language of the Aſſembly, in order to eſta- 
bliſh my Friend's way of Thinking. —— They were 
dead in Sin. GOD, of his free Goodneſs, granted 
them Repentance. Which is both the Beginning and 
a ſubſtantial Part of z-ze Life : even of that Life, which 
is founded on Juſtification, is carried on by Sanctifica- 
tion, and completed in Glory. | 

I would farther obſerve ; That Repentance is a Turn- 
ing of the Heart. And, when it is Repentance unto 
Life, it is a Turning of the Heart from every other 
Object, to the great and ſole Fountain of Good, CHRIST 


® 1 Cor, iii. 11. + Acts xi. 18, 
Vor. I. L JENS. 
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JESUS. Were Men Slaves to Senſuality? When 
they repent, they are turned to CHRIST, for refined 
and heavenly Affections. Were they wont to confide 
in themſelves, and their own Works? As ſoon as they 
truly repent, they turn to CHRIST for a better Righ- 
&couſmeſs; and, thereby, for everlaſting Acceptance 
with GOD. In ſhort; they turn from every falſe 
Stay, and fly only to CHRIST; depend only on 
CHRIST. Looking, not to their own Tears or Hu- 
miliation, not to their own Duties or Graces ; but 
looking for the Mercy of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
unto eternal Life *. 

Ther. Suppoſe, it ſhould be wrong, to expect ſuch a 
vaſt Reward, as the inconceivable Glories of Heaven, 
on Account of our own Duties: Yet, to ſet them 
ewholly aſide ; to allow them 20 Influence at all; not fo 
much as the lea Co-operation, in turning the Scale; 
this is an Exceſs on the other Hand. If the former is 
Preſumption, the latter is Fanatici/m. 

Aſp. I muſt confeſs, I do not thoroughly underſtand, 
what You mean by Fanaticiſm. Neither is it of much 
Significancy, to enter upon the Diſquiſition of an ob- 
noxious Term. I would only maintain, That, on Us 
unworthy Sinners, whatever is beſtowed by the righ- 
teous GOD, is beſtowed not as a Debt + to our Works, 
but as the Donation of pure Grace. 

Ther. I think, it is ſufficiently of Grace; if We ac. 
knowledge good Works, to be wrought by the Afſiſt- 
ance of the DIVINE SPIRIT; and then admitted, 
together with our SAVIOUR's Merits, as a Recom- 
mendation to the divine Favour. 

Aſp. The Phariſee could make his Acknowledge- 
ments for the Aſſiſtance of Grace. Yet, this did not 
exempt Him from the Charge of Pride, nor ſecure Him 
From the Sin of Boaſting. Beſides ; if good Works 
are-wrought by the Operation of the divine SPIRIT, 

they 


3 * Tude 21. 
+ Beſtewed as à Debt, is, I muſt confeſs, ſomewhat like Jargon, 
But, perhaps, Fergon and Inconſiftency, may not be without their 
Propriety in this Place. As they tend to ſhew the Genius of tar 


Doctrine, which would connect ſuck contradictory Ideas. 


Heawer 
gratis 1 
merely. 
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they draw a Bill upon our Gratitude, not upon the 
Bank of Heaven. They render Us the ob/iged, not the 
deſerving Party. To think or teach otherwiſe, is er- 
rant Popery +, however it may lurk under a Veil of 
Proteſtantiſm. HY 

What You ſay, brings to my Mind a memorable 
Story. Two Perſons were traveling through the 
Deſerts of Arabia. The One carried a Muſket ; the 
Other was armed with a Sword. A Lion eſpies them, 
and advances fiercely towards them. The foremoſt 
diſcharges his Piece, and wounds the ſavage Creature. 
The Wound, neither killing nor diſabling, only en- 
rages the Monſter. He ſeizes the unfortunate Markſ- 
man, and is upon the Point to tear Him Limb from 
Limb. His Companion flies to his Succour; ſnatches 
up the Carbine, that dropt from the other's Hand ; 
and fells the ravenous Beaſt to the Ground. Then, 
drawing his Sword, ſtabs him to the Heart, and reſ- 
cues his Friend. How, do You think, this Friend 
repays his Deliverer, when they both return to their 
native Country ? Truly, He demands Satisfaction 
for the Loſs of his Weapon, which happened to be 
broke in the Encounter. He commences a Law-ſuit 
againſt that generous Aſſociate, who had put his Life 
in his Hand, and faved the Proſecutor from the very 


Jaws of Deſtruction. 


Do You commend the Equity of ſuch a Procedure ? 
——l[t is only a Shadow, the »z9/? faint Shadow of our 
exceſſive Unreaſonableneſs, if We preſume to write 
ourſelves Creditors, and the DIVINE BEING Debtor; 
becauſe, He has delivered Us from the Bondage of 
Corruption, and enabled us to diſcharge the Duties of 
Godlineſs. 


+ Good Works, ſays a Champion for the Church of Rome, are 
Mercatura Regni cœleſtis, tbe Price We pay for the Kingdim of 
Heaven, — Another Zealot of that Communion declares; Celurn 
gratis non accipiam, It hall never be ſaid, that I receive Heawe 
merely as a Matter of Aims, - So ſpeaks He. But, bleſſed be GOD, 
We have not To learned CHRIST. 


1 | Theron 
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Theron pauſed; as ſomewhat ſtruck by the Repre- 
ſentation. After a ſhort Interval, 4/pa/io reſumed the 
Diſcourſe. 

Believe me, my dear Friend, Salvation, both in the 
Root and all its Branches, is intirely of Grace, Or elſe ' 
believe me, for the many cogent Teftimonies of Scrip- 
ture; which moſt circumſtantially aſcertain this great 
Truth. Election is of Grace: Having predeſtinated 
Us unto the Adoption of Children, not on Account of 
human Worthineſs, but according to the good Pleaſure 
of his Will x. Equally gratuitous is our effectual Vo- 
cation; GOD hath called Us with an holy Calling, not 
according to our Works, but according to his Purpoſe and 
Grace f. Faith is owing to the ſame Cauſe: By 
Grace Ye are ſaved through Faith 1. From hence 
ſprings Juſtification : Being juſtified freely by his Grace ||. 
his is the Origin of Regeneration: Of his own 
Will begat He Us by the Word of Truth 5. The Con- 
ſummation of Bliſs flows from the ſame all- ſupplying 
Source: The Gift © of GOD is eternal Life ** It is, 
in every Reſpect, a Gift; not only without, but con- 
trary to, all Deſert of ours. So that the Foundation 
is laid in the Riches of Grace: the Superſtructure is 
reared by the Hand of Grace : and when the top-ſtone 
is brought forth, when our Felicity is completed in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, the everlaſting Acclamation 
will be, Grace, Grace unto it ++! 


This 


® Eph. i. 5. + 2 Tim. i. 9. T Eph. ii. 8. 

[| Rom. iii. 24 Avwgiar Ty aur? xagTi, One of theſe Ex- 
preflons, might have ſerved, to convey the Apoſtle's Meaning. 
But, He doubles his Aſſertion; in order to give Us the fulleſt Con- 
viction of the Truth, and to impreſs Us with a Senſe of its pecu- 
liar Importance: Freely by bis Grace. Is it poſſible to find out a 
Form of Words, that ſhould more abſelutely exclude all Conſidera- 
tion of our own Works and Obedience ? Or that ſhould more em- 
Pbatically aſcribe the Whole of our Juſtification to free, uninflu- 
enced, ſovereign Goodneſs ? 

Jam. i. 18. J Rom, vi. 23. 


20 Xagiope. Which is a more expreſſive Word than Owenucy 
and conyeys the Idea of freeft Favour, Rom, vi. 23. 
IV. 7. 
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This is that glorious Goſpel, which human Learning 
could never have diſcovered ; which carnal Reaſon 
cannot underſtand ; which the Wiſdom of this World 
accounteth Fooliſhneſs ; which the Envy of the Devil, 
and the Pride of Man, will always oppoſe. | 

Ther. What ſay You to the Opinion which Ouranius 


ſo ſtrenuouſly maintains? That We are juſtified not b 


the Merits of CHRIST imputed to Us, but by CHR 
himſelf formed in our Hearts. And Ouranius is none 
of your proud or carnal People. His Writings are re- 
markable for their ſtrict Piety, and his Life is as ex- 
emplary as his Principles. 

Aſp. You know, Jheren, J have nothing to do with 
the Perſons of Men, but with the Truths of the Goſ- 
pel. Ouranius, though eminently devout, may be miſ- 
taken. And, if this is his Way of Thinking, He quite 
miſapprehends the Doctrine of Grace. 

What is written in the Oracles of Scripture ? The 
LORD juſtifieth the Ungodly *®. What is included in 


the Tenet of Ouranius? He juſtifieth the Holy, the. 


Heavenly, the Chrift-like.——— 4 Man is juſtified without 


Works +, ſays the Secretary of Heaven. He is juſti- 


fied by Works, ſays the Pen of Ouranius : only let 


them be Works of a ſuperior Order ; ſuch as are inter- 
nal, ſpiritual, and wrought by the Operation of CHRIST 
on the Soul. According to this Notion, every One 
is juſtified by his own Love, his own Purity, his own 


| Zeal. Whereas, an unerring Writer has moſt ſolemn- 


ly declared, That by one Man's Obedience Many, man 
Myriads of Sinners, even all the redeemed World, 
Hall be made righteous 1. 

This Notion, I think, is Legaliſm in its greateſt 
Subtilty, or higheſt Refinement. It diſannuls the Me- 
rit of CHRIST ; it vacates all Inputation; and makes 
our Salvation to conſiſt wholly in the Work of Sancti- 
fication. Againſt which, if You remember, I entered 
my Proteſt in one of our firſt Conferences ——I am 
juſtified ; my Soul is. accepted: not becauſe CHRIST 
has put his Laws in my Mind, but ſhed his Blood for 


* Rom. iv. Go + | Rom. iii. 28. ＋ Rom. V. 19. 


L 3 my 


. . Os 


* —_———_ 4 Rt we — 


| adjutor with Omnipotence ? 
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my Sins: not becauſe I my/e/f am enabled to walk in all 


godly Converſation, but becauſe the LORD FESUS 
as fulfilled all Righteouſneſs as my Surety. 

Ther, I am for neither of the Extremes. 'The mid- 
dle Way is moſt eligible. This is what found Senſe 
approves, and the ſacred Syſtem authorizes. V hoſo 


 believeth on me, ſays our LORD, Hall not periſh, but 
ſhall have ewerlaſting Life*. Bleſſed, adds the beloved 


Diſciple, are they, who do his Commandments ; that they 
may have a Right to-the Tree of Life ; and may enter in, 
through the Gates, into the City Þ. 

Conformably to theſe Texts of Sczipture, I would 
neither reject our REDEEMER's Merits, nor repu- 


diate good Works. As this ſhady Tree, and theſe 


cooling Breezes, unite their Properties, to render our 


Situation agreeable ; ſo thoſe two. Cauſes, acting in 
Conjunction, exalt Us to the Favour of GOD, and 
_ conſtitute Us Heirs of Heaven. 


GOD: himſelf has 
joined them. And I muft urge my Remonſtrance in 
our LORD's own Words, What GOD patb joined to- 


| gether, let not Man put aſunder. 


Aſp. Would You then make Impotence itſelf a: Co- 
Does this humble the 
Sinner? Does this exalt the SAVIOUR ?——No: it 
is a moſt injurious avis N of his mediatorial 
Dignity. Inſtead of excluding, it evidently introduces 
Boaſting. In Conſequence of ſuch a Scheme, it would 
be ſaid by the Inhabitants of the heavenly World; 
„Thanks to our bleſſed REDEEMER for this Hap- 
* 1 Yet, not to Him only, but to our own 
« Righteouſneſs alſo.” | ; 
Can You imagine, that the Obedience of CH RIST 
is inſufficient to accompliſh our Juſtification ? Muſt its 
Efficacy be reinforced by the Acceſſion of our Works? 
And what are theſe Works of ours? That they ſhould 
inhance the Value, the immenſe Value, of our RE- 
DEEMER's!—Maimed, tarniſhed, worm-eaten Things. 
Eaten by the Worms of Self-ſeeking, Self-admiring, 
Self-love: Tarniſhed by a thouſand Vanities : Maimed 
by ten thouſand Negligences.— To join zheſe in Com: 
miſho n 


* John iii. 15. | Rev. xxii. 14. 


* : 
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miſſion, with our divine MASTER's Righteouſneſs; 
would be infinitely more diſgraceful, than to tack the 
Beggar's Rag on the Monarch's Robe. Would be al- 
together as needleſs, as to dream of augmenting the Sea, 
by the Drops of our Bucket. 

Ther. Worm-eaten! What Reaſon have You to re- 
preſent our Acts of Obedience under this diſgraceful 
Image ? : | 

Aſp. T thought, You could hardly brook this diſpa- 
raging Expreſſion. It is ſomewhat like petty Treaſon 
againſt the Dignity of Man. My Reaſons I would 
poſtpone to ſome other Opportunity; when, if You 
pleaſe, We will give the Cauſe a full Hearing. 

At preſent, to make Amends for this vile Slander, I 
will ſuppoſe your Works to have zo Def; nay, to 
have all the Perfection, which You yourſelf could 
wiſh. Will You glory on this Account: You 
are too modeſt, I am ſure, to avow or patronize ſuch 
a Practice. Yet, if we fay or think, concerning any 
Attainments of our own, This is the Ground, on which 
1 expect to eſcape Condenmation, and inherit Life; We do, 
in the moſt offenſive, though not in the moſt explicit 
Manner, glory. 

Or, will You reckon, that theſe Services, becauſe 
faultleſs, are meritorious; and authorize You to make 
a Demand upon the ALMIGHTY ? Let Us hear our 
LORD's Deciſion in the Caſe. When Ye have dong 
not ſome only, but all thoſe Things which are command- 
ed You; ſay, We are no better than unprofitable Ser- 
wants; We have done nothing more, than achat was 
our indiſpenſible Duty to do*. And have, on this 
Footing, juſt the ſame Claim to Honours and Rewards, 
as the Negro Slave, after the Diſpatch of his daily Bu- 


ſineſs, has upon the Eſtate or the Wealth of an Ameri- 


can Planter. 

Ther. But what ſay You to thoſe Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, which I have quoted. You have given them a 
Hearing, but no 2 They, I do inſiſt upon it, 
expreſly aſſert, therefore inconteſtably prove, an Union 


Luke xvii. 10, 


L 4 of 
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of CHRIST's Merit, and our own Works, in the Bu- 
ſineſs of Salvation. | 

Aſp. It is written in the Book of Revelations, Blefſed 
are they that do his Commandments. And wherefore ? 
Becauſe, the Obedience of Faith, is attended with a 
real Bleſſedneſs on Earth ; and demonſtrates our Title, 
to eternal Bleſſedneſs in Heaven. It is, to fpeak ac- 
cording to St. Jobn's Idea, though not the Purchaſe, 
yet the Evidence of our Right to the Tree of Life. 

All this I acknowledge. But where, I beſeech You, 
does the Scripture join the Obedience of CHRIST and 
the Obedience of Man, as mutually concurring to juſti- 
fy the Sinner ?—The Scripture utterly 4;/avows ſuch 
2 Copartnerſhip; and aſſerts what our Homily expreſſes : 
„ Surely, there can be no Work of any mortal Man 
(be He never ſo holy) that ſhall be coupled in Me- 
« rit with CERIST's moſt holy AQ. *.”._It ſteadily 
. declares, that, in this greateſt of Tranſactions, CHRIST 
is not an Acceſſary, but a Principal; nay, that He is 
ALL. Be it known unto You, Men and Brethren, that 
through this illuſtrious and exalted Perſon +, is preached 
unto You the Forgiveneſs of Sins: and by Him all that be- 
fieve are juſtified from all Things. Through this Perſon ; 
without any Partner or Coadjutor. Which was type- 
; fied by the High-Prieſt, when, on the ſolemn Day of 
Expiation, He went into the Tabernacle alone, and 
made the typical Atonement without any Aſſociate 1. 
From all Things ; by HIM they are wholly, as well as 
. folely juftified. Freed from every Charge, whether of 

Omiſhon or Commiſſion ; and 3 not in part 
only, but completely aceeptable. 
l hope, therefore, You will no longer conſider the 
glorious IMMANUEL, as a partial Cauſe of our Juſ- 
tification. What would be the Conſequence, if a 
Perſon ſhould fix one Foot on the Bank of yonder, 
River, and reſt another on the fluid Stream ! 
Ther. 
* Homily on G«ed- Friday. 


+ Ads xiii. 38. A&ic rr, the Word Man is not in the Ori- 
ginal. So that I think, his illuſtrious and exalted Perſon, is the 
fulleſt and molt exact Tranſlation. 

4 Levit. xvi. 17. 
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Ther. He muſt unavoidably fall. 

Aſp. And what ſays our divine Inſtructor, to thoſe 
double-minded Galatians; who could not believe them- 
ſelves ſafe and complete, in the Merits of CHRIST 
alone: but muſt be ſeeking ſome other Foundation, on 
which to repoſe à Share at leaſt of their Confidence? 
He ſays; and they are awful Words ; they call for my 
Therun's moit ſerious Regard ; Ye are fallen from 
Grace *. 

Let me intreat my Friend, to beware of this Error. 
I think, it is the prevailing Error of our Times; and 
ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe it is ſomewhat 
ſpecious. To pour Contempt upon the bleſſed 
TESUS with the Libertines and Deiſis, would be ſhock- 
ing to a Mind, that retains the leaſt Reverence for ſa- 
cred Things. Intirely to ſet aſide the meritorious Ef- 
hcacy of his Undertaking, with the 4rians and Socini- 
ans, would be afflictive to a Conſcience, that is im- 
preſſed with the leaſt Senſe of Sin. Whereas, to 
erect our Merits on the Foundation of CHRIST 's; to 
be found in his, yet not renounce our own Righteouſ- 
neſs; this is both plauſible to our Reaſon, and plea- 
ſing to our Vanity. This ſeems to honour the DIVINE 
SAVIOUR, even while it gratifies human Pride.—But 
this is an egregious Falſhood, and cannot ſtand. This 
is an abominable Idol, and mutt be laid is the Dutt. 
CHRIST, like the real Mother of the Child, will have 
the whole, or none; the whole —aunfbared—undiminiſh- 
ed Glory of our Salvation. 

Let me once again intreat my dear Theron, to be- 
ware of this Error. It is the main Pillar in the Remi 
Hereſy, and the Maſter-policy of the Popiſb Machia- 
vilians. CHRIST hath merited, that We may merit, is 
their grand Maxim, and their grand Deluſion. Hence 
come their Penances and their Filzrimages : hence the 
hypocritical Mortifications of Some, and the extrava- 
gant Auſterities of Others: this enriches their Shrines, 
and fills their Cloyſters. And to thoſe Seminaries of 
Superſtition, let it be baniſhed, let it be confined, — 


Gal. v. 4. 
L. 5 There 
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There let them raiſe their Scaffolding, and try to in- 
large the Dimenſions of the Sky. There let them kin- 
dle their Flambeaus, and attempt to increaſe the Luſtre 
of the Sun. And when they have effected this ea/ter 
Taſk, then will We Proteftants follow their Example, 
and adopt their Syſtem. Then will We alſo think of 
adding our own Righteouſneſs by way of Supplement 
to our LORD's. 

Ther, If We are juſtified wholly by our LORD's 
Righteouſneſs : if nothing reed be added, if nothing 
can be added to its all-comprehending Fullneſs, what 
becomes of the generally received Opinion, that 
CHRIST obtained for Us only a Paſſibility of being 
2 z or put Us into a Capacity of acquiring Salva- 
tion | 

Aſp. It will be diſcountenanced and overthrown ; 
as extremely diſhonourable to the REDEEMER, and 
no leſs uncomfortable to the Redeemed. When 
CHRIST procured our Pardon, and recovered our Ti- 
tle to Life ; it was all his own doing. Of the People 
there was none with Him *. In both Caſes his Work 
was perfect Hear his own Teſtimony: I have f 
nifhed the Work which thou gaveſt me to de F. Should 
You want an Explication of theſe Words, I refer You 
to the Comment of an Apoſtle. He, that is JESUS 
CHRIST, has obtained eternal Redemption for Us . 
This was kis Work, and it is fully executed. He has, 
He has, obtained eternal Redemption ; and left no- 
thing for his People, but to accept the glorious Pur- 
chaſe, and live as becomes the Redeemed of the 
LORD. 

This Truth is written, as with a Sun-beam in every 
Page of the Goſpel ; and ſounds, as with a Voice of 
Thunder, in the Songs of Heaven. Salvation to our- 
GOD, they cry, that fitteth upon the Throne, and to the 
LAMB ||. Thoſe Saints in Glory, aſcribe the Whole 
the Whole of their Salvation they aſcribe, to the Grace 
et GOD, and to the Blood of the LAMB. 

| Ther. 

* Iſai. ili. 6. + John xvii. 4. 1 Heb. ix. 12. 

Rev. vii. kw, ; 
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Ther. Have not many of our ableſt Divines repre- 
ſented Faith, Obedience, and Repentance as the Terms 
of Acceptance? In this Account, there is no Procure- 
ment of the Thing itſelf, but only of eaſier Conditi- 
ons, on which it may be obtained. 

Aſp. The Terms of Acceptance, for fallen and re- 
bellious Man, were, A full Satisfaction to the divine 
Juitice, and a complete Conformity to the divine Law. 
Theſe, impracticable by Us, were conſigned over to 
CHRIST. By Him they were thoroughly accompliſh- 
ed; and by this Accompliſhment of them, He pur- 
chaſed for us all Bleſſings. Among others, He pur- 
chaſed the Gift of Faith, the Grace of Repentance, and 
Ability to yield thankful, dutiful, evangelical Obedi- 
ence. Theſe therefore are very improperly called the 
Terme, which are really conſtituent Parts of our Sal- 
vation. | 

To ſum up all in a Word The whole Tenour 
of Revelation ſhews, that there are but two Methods, 
whereby any of the Children of Azam can be juſtificd. 
—Either by a perfect Obedience to the Law, in their 
own Perſons; and then the Reward is of Debt *. 
Or elſe, becauſe the Surety of a better Covenant has 
ſatisfied all Demands in their ſtead; and then it is a 
Giſt, of Grace. There is no trimming or reconciling 
Expedient. You may chuſe either oi the two; but 
no third is propoſed or allowed. | 

Ther. Was there not a different Method for the an- 
tient People of GOD? 

Aſp. None, Theron. In the State of primitive In- 
nocency, a perfect and perſewering Obſervance of the 
divine Command, was the Condition of Life and Im- 
mortality. When, by the firſt grand Apoſtacy, this 
became impoſſible; a free Pardon, and gracious Accept- 
ance, through the bleſſed 7ESU5, were ſubſtituted 
in its ſtead. Which Oeconomy, like a Fountain of 
Life, was opened; when GOD promiſed, the Seed of 
the Woman, to bruiſe the Serpent's Head +, — It ran, 1 

a ſa- 


* Rom. iv. 4. Pactional Debt; founded on the Promiſe of the 
Covenant, not ſpringing from any Worth in the Obedience, 
+ Geo, iii. 15; 
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a ſalutary Rivulet, 8 the Antediluvian World 
Continued its Progreſs along the Patriarchal Age — 
Flowed, in broader Streams, under the Meſaic Diſpen- 
ſatioa.— Is derived down to Us, abundantly inlarged 
by the Coming of CHRIST, and the Miniſtry of his 
Apoſtles Will be tranſmitted, with an increaſing 
Spread, to the lateſt Poſterity. Nor ever ceaſe to am- 
plify and extend its Influence, till, as the Fountain is 
become a River, the River is augmented into an Ocean; 
and the Knowledge of the LORD our Righteouſneſs 
fill the Earth, as the Waters cover the Abyſſes of the 
Sea *. | 

There was, I confeſs, a Diverſity in the Adminiftra- 
| tion, but no Difference in the Nature, of the Bleſling. 
TESUS CHRIST, however variouſly manifeſted, was 
the /ame Yeſterday, is the ſame to Day, will be the 
ſame for ever T. As it is the very ſame Sun, which 

leams at early Dawn; which fines in the advancing 
Day ; and g/cavs at Height of Noon. 

My Simile reminds Us of the Time, and leaves a 
moſt important Doctrine upon our Memories. Sup- 
poſe We take the Admonition, and begin to move 
homeward. 

Ther. We need be in no Hurry, Aſpaſio. My Watch 
tells me, that We have half an Hour good. Beſides, 
I have ſomething farther to alledge, and from a very 
pow Authority, which ſeems directly contrary to your 

otion. 

Aſp. Juſt as You pleaſe, Theron. If You chooſe to 
ſtay, I am all Compliance with your Inclination. And, 
would Truth permit, I ſhould be all Conformity to 
your Opinion. 

Ther. You know, who it is that aſks; What doth the 
LORD thy GOD reguire of thee? And neither of Us 
need be informed, what it is that the Prophet replies; 
Do Tuſtice, love Mercy, and walk humbly with thy 
GOD ||. But I want to know, what You think of this 
Paiſage f-———-——— 

Aſp. I think, it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with your 
Scheme. This Paſſage inculcates Humility. But your 

Scheme 

® Ifaj, xi. 9. + Heb, xiii, 8, || Mic. vi. 8. 
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Scheme 1s the very Reverſe of that amiable Virtue. A 
Self-jufticiary walking humbly with GOD, is little 
better than a Contradiction in Terms. 

The LORD has ſaid; „ Ye ſhall be ſaved by 


Grace .“ Your Syſtem replies; “ No, but by 


% our own Works.” lt is declared in Scripture 
hat the G of GOD is eternal Life.” It is im- 
plied in my Friend's Doctrine; That this Happineſs is 
the Vages of our own Deeds. « My SON fhall 
* have all the Glory of a Sinner's Salvation,“ is the 
unalterable Decree of the MOST HIGH. We will 
„have a Share in the Honour,” is the Language of 

our Opinion. Look, how wide therefore the Eaft 
is from the Weſt! So remote is ſuch a Strain of 
Teaching, from the Practice of walling humbly with 
our GOD. | : 

Ther. Put conſider, good Aſpafio; have I not the 
Prophet's Authority for my Opinion ? Are not his 
Words expreſly on my Side? Does He not mention 
thoſe Duties of Morality and Piety, as the appointed 
Method of obtaining the divine Favour? 

Aſp. He mentions, I apprehend, a ſo/lcitous Inquiry. 
To which He gives a ſatisfafory Anſever. Then ſub- 
Joins a practical Improvement of the Whole. The 
Inquiry is expreſſed in theſe Words; Wherewithal 


ſhall I come before the LORD, and bow myſelf before the 


High GOD? Shall I come before him with Burnt-offer- 
ings, with Calves of a Year old? Will the LORD be 
pleaſed with thouſands of Rems; with ten thouſands of 
Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my Firſt-born for my Tranſ- 
7 the Fruit of my Rudy for the Sin 7 my Soul ? 
o which it is replied ; He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 
«what is good for this important Purpoſe ; namely, the 
MESS[4H; pointed out by all thy Sacrihces, and de- 
ſcribed in the preceding Chapter. Atonement for Sin, 
and Peace with GOD, are to be made by a better 
Hand, 


+ Eph. ii. 3. This Text Jays the Ax to the very Root of ſpiri- 
tual Pride, and all Self-glorying u hatever. Therefore the inſpired 
Writer, foreſeeing the Backwardneis of Mankind to receive it, yet 


knowing the abſolute Neceſſity of its Reception, again aſſerts 


(ver. 8) the very ſame Truth, in the very ſame Words, 
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Hand, and in a better Way than thou propoſeſt. HE, 
whoſe Outgoings have been from of old, from everlaſling *; 
HE, who is the Son of the HIGHEST, and yet the 
Seed of Her that travaileth ft; HE has undertaken, 
and will fully execute this great Office. 


And what doth the LOND thy GOD þ require of thee & 


What Temper, what Conduct, what Expreſſions of 
Gratitude from his People? Who are reconciled thro? 
the Blood of CHRI>T, and admitted to the Bleſlings 
of the New Covenant. They are to teſtify their 
Thankfulneſs, by the Alacrity, Uniformity, and Con- 
ſtancy of their Obedience; or by the conſcientious 
Diſcharge of every moral, ſocial, and religious Duty. 

If this be a true Interpretation of the Text, inſtead 
of eſtabliſhing, it overturns your Cauſe. - But I have 
another Objection to your Method, perhaps, more 
weighty than the foregoing. 

T her. Pray let me hear it. I am not ſo enamoured 
with my Notions, but I can bear to have them cen- 
ſured ; nor fo attached to my Scheme, but I can relin- 
qQuith it for a better. 

AP. I would illuſtrate my Meaning, by a common 
Experiment in Optics. When Objects are viewed in 
a concave Speculum, or in the Hollow of a poliſhed 
Spoon, how do they appear? 

Ther. Inderted 

Aſp. Such is my Friend's Syſtem of Religion. He 


inverts the Order of the Goſpel. He turns the beau- 


tiful Building upſide down; and lays. that for the Foun- 
dation, which ſhould only be Part of the Superflrudive. 
— Not ſo the Apoſtle Paal. He, like a wiſe Maiter- 
Builder, places CHRIST as the Foundation-Stone ; 
and rears his Edifice of practical Godlineſs, on that 
all- ſupporting Baſis. — Examine his Epiſtle to the Ro- 


mans. 


Mic. v. 2. + Mic. v. 3. 

t Thy GOD, is the Phraſe. Which denotes an Intereſt; im- 
plies an Appropriation ; and is the peculiar Language of the Cove- 
nant. Thy GOD; not made ſo by thy humble Walking, but by 
an Act of bis own Grace, previous to any Obedience of thine — 
According to Theron's Principles, the Prophet ſhould rather have 
faid, walk humbly (not wit thy GOD, but) that He may be thy 
GOD, | 


n 


=» _ 
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mans. Which is unqueſtionably the completeſt Model 
of Doctrine, and the nobleſt Body of Divinity, extant: 
in the World. 

He firſt diſcovers the Depravity of our Nature, and 
the Miſery of our Condition. He, then, diſplays 
the Method of our Recovery by CHRIST, and the Bleſ- 
ſings freely vouchſafed in his Goſpel. —After which, 
He delineates the Offices of Morality, and inforces 


them by the moſt engaging Motives. Motives drawn. 


from the free unbounded Loving-kindneſs of GOD 
our SAVIOUR, and from the rich invaluable Benefits 
of his Grace “. Privilege He plants as the Root. 
From which, Duty blooms as the Flower; Godline/s 
grows, as the Fruit. | 
The ſame Order is obſerved by St. Peter, in his 
very canciſe, but very accurate Map, of the Way to 
Heaven. Flect, according to the Fore-knowledge of GOD 
the FATHER, through Fanctification of the SPIRIT, 
unto Obedience, and Sprinkling of the Blood of CHRIST f. 
—Firit, the everlaſting __ eleQting Love of the FA- 
THER. Then, the inlightening and. renewing 
Agency of the SPIRIT. Who teſtifies of CHRIST, 
and applies his Death to the Soul; purifying the Heart 
by Faith. From whence, as from a Fountain of 
living Waters, flow true Sanctification, and every Spe- 
cics of real Holineſs. 
ſective, and partly polluted, muſt be ſprinkled with 


the Blood of FESUS, and made acceptable by his dy- 


ing Oblation. Th 
er. 


* This, I think, is the belt Platform for an -wangelical Cate- 
ehiſm. The Ruin of Man, occaſioned by Sin—*lis Recowery, e 
fected by CHRIST—His Cratitude, to be ex preſſed by way of O- 
bedience.—This Plan is carried into Execution by the Palatinate 


Divines. Who have formed upon it, a Summary of catechetical 


Inſtruction: than which I have met with nothing of tlie Kind, 
more clcar and ſat is factory ;, more enifying and animating z more 
exactly conſonant to the benign Spirit of the Goſpel, er better 
ca culated to make Mankind both holv and happy —-This Picce 
the Reader may lee, together with a judicious, and very valuable 


Expoſition of it, in the La- ia Worls of Henricus Atingtus, 1 Vol, 


Quarto. Which, I believe, may be bought for a Trifle, yet ar 
more precicus than Cold. 8 
Pet. I. 2. 


All which, being partly de- 


| 
f 
| 


1 
1 
1 


a 
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Ther. Is this the conſtant Method, in which the ſa- 
cred Writers repreſent the Goſpel Salvation? Do they 
always obſerve this particular Order, in arranging its 
Doctrines and its Duties? Or, is it not an infignificant 


Circumſtance, which goes i, provided We take in 


both ? 

Aſp. To obſerve this Order, I am perſuaded, is no 
inſignificant Circumſtance. It is of great Conſeguence, 
both to our Eſtabliſhment and to our Growth in Grace. 
Is it a Matter of Indifference to the Archer, whether 
He ſend the Point, or the Feather of his Arrow fore- 
moſt ? Can He, in either Caſe, hit the Mark with equal 


. Eaſe, and equal Certainty ? 


I believe, You will find, that the ſacred Writers, 
in all their evangelical Diſcourſes, invariably adhere 
to this Order. Nay it took place even under the 
legal Diſpenfation.—When the LORD GOD publiſh- 
ed his Law from Mount Sinai; when He wrote it, 
with his own Finger, on Tables of Stone; how did 
He introduce the ; How inforce their Obſer- 
vance ? Let Us attend to the Preamble ; which is 
the Language of Love, and the very Spirit of the Goſ- 
pel; 7 am the LORD thy GOD ; who brought Thee out 
of the Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage. 
% I have already delivered Thee, with a mighty Hand, 


« from the moſt ſordid and inſupportable ras * 


% have promiſed 'T hee, for thy Poſſeſſion, the delight- 
« ful Country of Canaan; à goodly Heritage of the Hoſts 
* of Nations 1. Nay; I myſelf am thy Portion; a 
« GOD in Covenant with Thee; engaged by an in- 
6 violable Contract, and with the Exertion of all my 


« Attributes, to do Thee Good. Therefore, keep the 


«« Statutes, the Judgments, and Ordinances, which I 
am now going to eſtabliſh.” Could there be a more 
winning Inducement, or a more endearing Obligation, 

to Obedience? | 
I might point out the ſame Strain, run ning through 
the EIn, of Moſes, and the Songs of David; 
the Sermons of the Prophets, and the Writings of the 
Apoſtles. But this I wave, not through an Appre- 
| henſion 

Ex. xx. 2. + Jer. iii. 19. 
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henſion of its Difficulty, only from a Fear of Prolixi- 
ty. However, You will not think me tedious, if I 
produce one more Inſtance, from the great Maſter of 
our Schools. For We Ourfelves were ſome time fooliſh, 
diſobedient, deceivved, ſerving divers Luſis and Pleaſures, 
living in Malice and Envy, hateful and hating one ano- 
ther T. Here, He ſets before Us a diſmal, but exact 
Picture, of our depraved and undone Condition. 
Then He preſents Us with a delightful View of our 
Redemption, both in its gracious Cauſe, and precious 
Effects. But, after that the Kindneſs and Love of GOD 
our $4 V IOUR toward Man appeared; not by Works of 
Righteouſneſs, which We have done, but according to his 
Mercy, He ſaved Us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
and Renewing of the HOLY GHOST ; which He hath 
ſped on Us abundantly, through JESUS CHRIST our 
SAVIOUR ; that being juſtified by his Grace, We ſhould 
be made Heirs according to the Hope of eternal Life. 
Having thus provided for our Happineſs; He then 
promotes our Holineſs. This is a faithful Saying, and 
theſe Things I will that Thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
«who have believed in GOD, might be careful to maintain 
good Works : theſe Things are good and profitable unto Men. 
I make no Comment * upon the Paſſage : becauſe 
I hope, You will commit it, as a noble Depoſitum, 
to 


T Tit. . , 4; , 6, , . 

® Perhaps, the Reader . — Leave, though Aſpaſio has 
declined the Office, to add a ſhort expoſitery Stricture, upon the 
molt diſtinguiſhed Parts of this very important Paragraph.—l. We 
have the Cauſe of our Redemption; not Works of Righteouſneſs, 
which We bave done; but the Kindneſs, the Love, the Mercy of 
GOD our SAVIOUR.— II. The Effetts ; which are, 1. Fuſtifica- 
tion; being juſtified, having our Sins forgiven, and CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs imputed : and this, without any the leaſt deſerving 
Quality in Us: ſolely by bis Grace, and moſt unmerited Goodneſs. 
—2. Sancti cation; expreſſed by The wwaſhing of Regeneration, and 
renewing of the HOLY GHOST. Whoſe Influences purify the 
Soul, as the Waſhing of Water cleanſes the Body; and intro- 
duce an Improvement, into all the Faculties of the Mind, as 
eminent and glorious, as the Return of Spring diffuſes, over the 
whole Face of reviving Nature.—-III, The End and Conſummation 
of all: that We ſhould be made Heirs of the heavenly Kingdom; 


and live, now in the aſſured Hope, hereafter in the full Enjoy- 
ment, of eternal Life, 


| 
| 


12 — — 02, _—_ — 


234 DIALOGUE VI. 


to your Memory. Your own diligent Meditation, ac- 
companied with humble Prayer, will furniſh-out the 
beſt Expoſition. Only I would juſt remark, that 
the Apoſtle, always conſiſtent, always uniform, mar- 
ſhals his Thoughts with his uſual Exa&tneſs. Good 
Works are not a ,? ; nor yet ſuffered to lead the 
Van; but made to bring up the Rear “. When He 
mentions theſe Fruits of the SPIRIT, He mentions 
them, not ſlightly, as Matters of ſmall Moment ; but 
earneſtly, as Affairs of great Importance. It is his 
Deſire and his Charge, that all Believers ſhould ge 
careful + ; have their Hearts upon the Buſineſs ; ſhould 
uſe their beſt Contrivance, and exert their utmoſt En- 
deavours not barely to practice, but to maintain ; 


to be exemplary, diſtinguiſhed, and pre-eminent in 


the Exerciſe of every Virtue. Becauſe, this Vir- 
tue, and thoſe Works,. though not the Ground of a 
Reconciliation with GOD, are amiable in the Eyes of 
all, and honourable || to the chriſtian Profeſſion. They 
are alſo a neceſſary Ingredient in per/onal Happineſs, 
and the apparent Means of focial Uſefulneſs 5. 


Ther. 


The ſame Order is obſerved by St. Fobn, Bleſſed are the 
Dead which die in the LORD ; for they reſt from their Labours, 
and their Works do follow them, Not po before, to open the ever- 


laſting Doors, and give them Admittance into the Manſions of 


Joy. But they follow them, when admitted. As the Robe, 
which, on a King's Coronation- Day, flows from his Shoulders, 
cannot but accompany Him, whereſoever He goes.——-It may be 
pertinent, on the Mention of this Illuſtration, juit to hint; That 
as it is not the Robe of State which makes the King; ſo neither 
is it the Practice of Holineſs which makes the Chriſtian... An Union 
with CHRIST, an Intereſt in his Merits, and the in-dwelling 
Preſence of his SPIRIT; theſe, and nothing ſhort of theſe, con- 
ſtitute the true Chriſtian. Yet, as the royal Robe is an Attendant 
on Majeſty, and diltinguiſhes the Monarch; fo, practical Godli- 
neſs is inſeparable from Faith, and adorns the Believer. 


F Or This is ſomewhat like that emphatical Expreſ- 
fion, which ſo often occurs in the Old Teſtament, mwy> DH 


Ye ſhall obſerve to do : Ve ſhall be very diligent to fulfil ; Ve ſhall 
be very exact in performing. 


} Ugo | Kane. _ 8 NS. 


_ CHRIST. No more than a Branch can bear'valua- 
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Ther. This View of the evangelical Plan is, I con- 
fels, new to me; and particularly your Ordonnance of 
the Epiſtle to the Romans. 

Aſp. If this be ew, perhaps, what I am going to 
advance, may be frange.—We have been talking about 
Acceptance with God ; and debating, whether our 
own good Works, are the Cauſe of this ineſtimable 
Bleſſing. What will You ſay, if We can perform 20 
good Work, till We are intereſted in CHRIST, and 
accepted by GOD ? 

Ther. Say !— That this is razing Foundations. 

Aſpr It is razing the wrong, the Foundation falſely 
ſo called Which will certainly deceive as Many, as 
make it their Truſt. And is it not prudent, when 
We are building for Eternity, carefully to examine 
the Ground ? Is it not friendly, to divert a Man from 
the treacherous Sand, and lead Him to the unſhaken 
Rock ? For this Cauſe I ſaid it once, and for this 
Cauſe I ſay it again, That We can perform no good 


Work, till We are intereſted in CHRIST, and accept- 


ed of GOD. 

Ther. Produce your Reaſons, Aſpaſio. And ſtrong 
Reaſons they muſt be, which are forcible enough to 
ſupport ſach an Opinion. | 

Aſp. The Caſe ſeems to ſpeak for itſelf. How can 
a Man that is evil, do Works that are good ? Would 
You expect to gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of 
Thiſtles ? But let Us hear, what our wnerring 
TEACHER fays: As the Branch cannot bear Fruit 


of itſelf, except it abide in the Vine; no more can Ye, 


except Ye abide in me ||. Nothing can be more expreſs 
and full to our Purpoſe. But that which follows, is 
far more awful, and alarming to our Conſciences. 
If a Man abide not in Me, He is caſi forth as a Branch, 
and is withered; and Mex gather them, and caſi them 
into the Fire, and they are burned F. From which it 
appears, that the human Heart is never actuated by 
good Tempers ; that the human Life can never be pro- 
ductive of good Works; until a Man is ingrafted into 


ble 
John xv. 4. F John xv. 6. 


j 
: 
| 
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ble Fruit, while it continues in a State of Separation 
from the Tree *.—It appears alſo, that Perſons alienated 
from CHRIST, are, and all their Performances too, 


like broken, withered, rotten Boughs : fit for nothing, 


but to be committed to the Flames, and conſumed 
from the Earth. Both they and their Services, far 
from being meritorious, are in the Eſtimate of Heaven, 
worthleſs and deſpicably mean. : 

Ther. What! Are all the noble Deeds, performed 
by the Advocates for Morality, and Lovers of Virtue, 
worthleſs in themſelves, and defpicable before the 


SUPREME BEING? Worthleſs and defpicable 


(grating Words!) only becauſe they are not attended 
with the Peculiarities of your Faith? Can the want of 
this little Circumſtance, change their Nature, and turn 
their Gold into Droſs ? 

Aſp. My dear Theron, call not the Circumſtances 
little. It is ſufficient, were your Works more precious 
than Gold, to debaſe them into Tin, into Lead, into 
Droſs.— When the poor Shepherd brought You, yeſ- 
terday Morning, a Preſent of ſome Wood-Strawberries; 
bringing them, as an humble Expreſſion of his Grati- 


_ tude, they were kindly received. But, if He had of- 


fered them, as a Price for your Houſe, or as the Pur- 
chaſe of your Eſtate; how ſhould You have regarded 


them, in ſuch a Connection? No Words can expreſs 


the Diſdain, You would have conceived. —When Bar- 
zabas preſented a Sum of Money to the Apoſtles, for 
the Supply of their own Neceſſities, and the Relief of 
indigent Believers; it was welcome to them, and 
pleaſing to their GOD. But, when Simon the Sor- 
cerer, offered his Gold to Peter and John ; pars it, 
not from a Principle of Faith, but as an Equiva 2 

or 


This diſcovers an Error, which is often committed, in our 
Attempts to inſtruct little Children. What is more common, than 
to tell them? © If they will be good, GOD Almighty will love 
«© and bleſs them.“ - Whereas, they ſhould rather be informed, 
«© That they are Sinners: but, that GOD Almighty has given his 
« SON to die for Sinners: and, if they pray to Him, He will for- 
6% give their Sins; will make them holy; make them happy; and 
& bleſs them with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in CHRIST,” 
+ Acts iv. 37. 


I | 
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A tru 
fcienc 


DIALOGUE VII. 237 


for the HOLY SPIRIT); not in order to teſtify his 
Thankfulneſs, but rather to play the Huckſter with 
Heaven; it was rejected with the utmoſt Indignation “. 

I leave my Friend to apply the preceding Inſtances. 
Only let me beg of Him to believe; that, if my Words 
are grating, they are extorted by the Force of Truth. 
If I am obliged, in any meaſure, to blame your Works ; 
it is, as a great Critic blames Eloquence, © with the 
«© 'Tenderneſs of a Lover.” But my Cenſure falls 
only on their faulty Origin, and unbecoming Aim. Let 
them ſpring from the Grace of CHRIST, as their 
Source; let them propoſe the Glory of CHRIST, as 
their End; then, . inſtead of putting a Slight upon 
them, or giving them a Bill of Divorce, I would court, 
careſs, and wed them.—Whereas, if neither this End 
be kept in the View, nor that Principle operate in the 
Heart; I muſt perſiſt, in putting a Query upon their 
Character; nay, in denying the very Peſſibility of their 
Exiſtence. There may be a Mimickry of holy Actions. 


But it is Mimickry only; as empty, as the Combs + 


made by thoſe Waſps; and no better, than a Flame 
that is painted. 

I have an Authority for this Doctrine, which I think, 
You will not offer to controvert. | 

Ther. What Authority ? 

Aſp. That of our Church. Who declares, in her 
XIIIth Article; Works done before the Grace of 
« CHRIST, and Inſpiration of his SPIRIT, are not 
« pleaſing to GOD; foraſmuch as they ſpring not 


cout of Faith in CHRIST.” Faith in JESUS 


CHRIST, purifies the Heart. Till this be done, 
We have neither Diſpoſition nor Capacity for holy 
Obedience. Nay, without Faith in CHRIST, our 
Perſons are abominable ; our State is damnable; and 


Such 


how can any of our Works be acceptable? 


Acts viii. 20. 
+ Faciunt & Veſpæ Fawos. 
$ To the Deß led and Unbel eving is nothing clean. Tit i. 15, The 
Apoſtle joins Defiled and Unbelie ving : to intimate, that without 
a true Belief nothing is clean. The Underſtanding and the Con- 
ſcience are polluted, Both the Man and his Doings are impure. 
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Such a One, You ſay, is honeſt in his Dealings, 
temperate in his Enjoyments, charitable to the Poor. 
I allow it all. But, unleſs theſe ſeeming Virtues are 
referred to the Glory of the Supreme JEHOVAH; 
unleſs they flow from Faith in the crucified JESUS; 
they may be Acts of worldly Policy, of ſelfiſh Pru- 
dence, or Pharaſaical Pride. They are by no means a 
pleaſing Oblation to the LORD Almighty *. —Nay ; 
inſtead of being Acts of Duty, and Objects of Appro- 
bation, they ſtand condemned in the Scripture, and 
are Breaches of the Commandment. They ſtand con- 
demned in that Scripture, which declares ; Without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe G OD. They are 
Breaches of that Commandment, which requires 
Whether Ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever Ye do, do all ts 
the Glory of GODFY. | | 

Upon the whole; if We will ſubmit to the Deter- 
mination of our eſtabliſhed Church, or acquieſce in the 
Deciſion of our divine MASTER; We muſt acknow- 


Jedge, that there is no fuch "Thing as a good Work, 


till We are reconciled to GOD, and our Perſons ac- 


cepted in his Sight.—Therefore, to repreſent: our own 


Works, as the Means of Reconciliation' and Accept- 
ance, is both chimerical and abſurd. - Chimerical, be- 
cauſe it builds upon a Phantom, and takes for a Reality 
what has no Exiſtence. Alſurd, becauſe it inverts the 


natural 


* Might not this Obſervation be made, with great Propriety, in 


eur iH mary and other charitable Sermons? Should not the Au- 


dience be exhorted to abound in Acts of Benevolence, from a grate- 
ful Regard to the infinitely merciful and condeſcending FESUS P 
2 Cor. viii. 9 —Should they not, before all Things, be directed to 
ma le ſure their Intereſt in the REDEEMER's Merits? That 


their Perſons may find Favour, and their Ams Acceptance, Eh. 


i. 6,—Should they not be admoniſhed, that without this belizwing 
Application to CHRIST,” whatever they do, whatever they give, 
is worthleſs in the Eye of their MAKER, and will be fruitleſs to 
their own Souls? Heb. xi 6. In this Reſpect our SAVIOUR 
was eminently typefied by the F-wifſh Altar. On which every Sa- 
crifice, by w homſoever brought, was to be offered. And ſeparate 
from which 3 Sacrifice, however coſtly, could be accepted, 
Exod. xx, 24. | 


* Heb. xi. 6. by 1 Cor. X. 37. 
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natural Order of Things, and would make the Effect 
antecedent to the Cauſe. 

Ther, Before we quit this agreeable Retreat, let me 
aſk my Aſpaſio; What He propoſes, by running down 
all thoſe Works, which are the Produce of inward Re- 
ligion, and eſſential to true Holineſs. Whoſe Excel- 
lency is diſplayed in the cleareſt, and whoſe Neceſſity 
- urged in the fronget Terms, throughout the whole 

ible. 

Aſp. I am far from running down thoſe Works, 
which are the Produce of inward Religion; and there- 
fore may be juſtly ſtiled, Works of Faith, and Labours of 
Love *.—But I would caution Us both to take Care, 
leſt they be deſtitute of thoſe Circumſtances, which 
alone can render them trly good. | 

I would alſo perſuade my Theron, and, I would habi- 
tuate myſelf, not to repoſe our Confidence in any Works 
whatſoever. Left they prove a bruiſed Reed, that 
breaks under our Weight; or a pointed Spear, that 
pierces Us to the Heart. We ſhall never be like the 
Church, bo comes up out of the Wilderneſs, leaning upon 
her Beloved ; ſo long as We bolſter up Ourſelves, 
with a Conceit of perſonal Righteouſneſs. This was 
the Error, the fatal Error of the Phariſees, This the 
Film that blinded the Eyes of their Mind ; and ſealed 
them up, under the Darkneſs of final Unbelief. 

Beſides, my dear Theron : If You expect to be ſaved 
by your own Duties, You will be loth to ſee the worſt 
of your Condition. To ſee the worſt of your Condi- 
tion, will be a Dagger to your Hopes, and as Death to 


your 


* Works of Faith, and Labours of Leve. 1 Theſſ. i. 3. How 
Finely are good Works characterized, in this Place! Though it be 
only en paſſant, tranſiently, or by the by. And how judiciouſiy 
are the true diſtinguiſhed from the Counterfeit ! Works, that are 
done in Faith; Works, that proceed from Love; theſe, and 


theſe only, the Apoſtle fignifies, are really good. — As tome noble 


River, though preſſing forward to the Ocean, nouriſhes many a 
fair Plant, and ſuckles many a ſweet Flower, by the Way; fo the 
ſacred Writers, though principally intent (as here) upon ſome diffe- 
rent Point; yet drop incidenaliy ſuch valuable Truths, as chear 
the Believer's Heart, and make glad the City of our GOD. 

+ Cant. viii. 5 
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your Soul. You will therefore be inclined to daub 
with untempered Mortar u. Inſtead of acknowledging 
the deep Depravity of your Nature, and the number- 
leſs Iniquities of your Lite, You will invent a thouſand 
Excuſes, to palliate your Guilt. And, by this means, 
erect a Wall of Partition, between your Soul and the 
Merits of your REDEEMER. Which will be a 

eater Inconvience, a more deſtructive Evil, than to 
cut off all Supply of Proviſion from an Army, or even 
to intercept the Sun-beams from viſiting the Earth. 

Ther. Now you talk of Armies, I muit obſerve, that, 
though I have ſcarce been able to keep my Ground, in 
this argumentative Action, I cannot allow You the 
Honour of a Victory. As a Retreat is very different 
from a Rout. 

Aſp. I would alſo remark, that my Friend has 
changed the intended Plan of our Operations. Has al- 
moſt continually acted upon the Qfenſiue. While my 
Part has been only to ſuſtain the Shock. At our next 
Encounter, You may expect to have the Order of Battle 
reverſed. I ſhall direct my Forces to begin the Charge. 
Put Yourſelf therefore in Readineſs for a brit Attack. 

Ther. You act the fair Enemy, Appaſio, I muſt con- 
feſs; in thus giving the Alarm, before You make the 
Aſſault. 

App. This Hoſtility may appear fairer fill, when I 
aſſure You, that my Weapons aim not at the Deſtruction 
of your Comfort, or the Demolition of any valuable In- 
tetereſt. Only that they would be mighty through GOD, 
to pull down the Strong-bolds of Unbelief ; and bring 
every ſelf-exalting, every rebellious Thought, captive 
wnto CHRIST +. Captive, in a profeſſed Submiſſion to 
his Righteouſneſs, as well as a dutiful Subjection to his 
Commands.—And, when fuch is the Tendency of the 
Campaign, it will be your greateſt Advantage, to lofe 
the Victory. It will be better than a Triumph, to ac- 
knowledge Yourſelf vanquiſhed. —_ 


®' Ezck. xiii. 10. + 2 Cor. x. 4, 5, 6. 
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THERON. 


UR laſt Converſation ended with a Challenge. 
O To decline or delay the Acceptance of it, would 
look like Cowardice in me, and be a Piece of Injuſtice 
to You, Aſpaſio. Therefore, I am now ready to give 
You all the Satisfaction, which a Gentleman can de- 
mand. Only as the Weather continues hazy, I be- 
lieve, my Study muſt be the Place of Action. 

Aſp. A Challenge! Theron | 

Ther. What, Sir! Do you boggle ? Would You eat 
your Words, and play the Po/troon ? | 

Aſp. Perhaps I may have an Inclination to follow the 
Example of a Brother Hero; who ran away from the 
Field of Battle, juſt'as his Comrades were advancing 
to charge the Enemy. And when called to an Ac- 
count tor his Behaviour, right worthily alledged ; 
That his Retreat proceeded, not from any Timidity of 
Mind; no, but from a Concern for the public Good. 
For, quoth He, if 1 had been knocked on the Head to-day, 
how ſhould I have been able to fight for my Country to- 
morrow ®, 

You ſmile, Theron, at my doughty Warrior, and his 
ſage Maxim. —But, ſince You have glanced at a cer- 
tain modiſi Cuſtom, give me Leave very ſeriouſly to aſ- 
ſure You ; That, if the Affair was to be determined by 
Sword and Piſtol, I ſhould reckon ſuch a Conduct, a 
reſolute Refuſal at leaſt, not at all unmanly, but the 


®* Something like this even the grave Demeſtbenes alledged, in 
Vindication of his own Conduct; Ang o Qevywy % π “) pac = 
XnoeTaxi. The Man that runs away, may bave it in bis Power to 


ſigbt again, 
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truly wiſe and gallant Behaviour. For ſurely, it can 
never be an Inſtance of Wiſdom, to hazard my Life, 
at the mere Caprice of a turbulent Ruffian; who is a 
Stranger to all the Principles of Humanity and Gene- 
roſity, but a Slave, an abandoned Slave, to his own 
ungovernable Paſſions. Surely, it can never be an 
Act of real Bravery, to expoſe ny Perſon ; becauſe ſome 
fool-hardy Practitioner in the Fencing-ſchool, is deſ- 
perate enough to riſk his.—The Gentleman, the true 
Gentleman, ſhould exert a becoming Dignity of Spirit ; 
and ſcorn to ſet his Welfare on a 1 with that of 
an inconſiderate and barbarous Bully “. 
Ther. But Honour, my Appaſio, . is at ſtake. 
Better to loſe our Life, than forfeit our Reputation. 
Better to be in a Grave, than to be the Jeſt of every 
Coffee-Houſe ; and perhaps pointed at, as We paſs 
the Streets, for mean-ſpirited, ſneaking, or as the 
Gentlemen of the Sword fo elegantly Peak, aohite- 
livered Animals. 

Aſp. Loſe our Reputation, Theron! Amongſt whom, 


T beſeech You?—A few raſh and precipate Creatures: 


The Pupils'of La Mancha's Knight: The Sons of Chi- 
mera + and Cruelty. Whoſe Applauſe is Infamy ; and 
their Detraction the higheſt Praiſe they can beſtow. — 
From every judicious and worthy Perſon, your Con- 
duct will be ſure to gain Approbation, and your Cha- 
rater Eſteem. When Cæſar received a Challenge 
from Anthony, to engage Him in ſingle Combat, He 


very calmly anſwered the Bearer of the Meſſage ; If 


Anthony 


* Aſpafio calls the Perſon who gives the Challenge, a Bully. 
And fuch, notwithſtanding all the Maxims of fantaftical and falſe 
Honour, He will certainly be found, when tried at the Bar of Rea- 
fon or Juſtice. Por, if the moſt impetuous, irrational, and brutal 
Barbarity is allowed to conſtitute a Bully, He has an indiſputable 
Title to the Character; who, on Account of a mere Punctilio, or 
ſome ſlight Affront, would deſtroy a Life, that might be of Service 
to Scciety.— might de a Bleſſing to various Re/atives—and is inti- 
mately connected with a bliſsful or miſerable Immortality. 

1 This Kind of Gentry are ſtiled—in a BOOK, with which they 
have little or no Acquaintance; but whoſe Maxime will be had in 


Reverence, when their Names are loſt in Oblivion—J]RW JA 


| The Sens of Bluſher, or The Children of Noiſe, Jerem. xlviii. 45. 
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Anthony is weary of Life, tell Him, there are other 
Ways to Death, befides the Point of my Sword. —— Who 
ever deemed this, an Inſtance of Cowardice! All 
Ages have admired it, as the Act of a diſcreet and gal- 
lant Man ; who was ſenſible of his own Importance, 
and knew how to treat the petulant and revengeful 
Humour of a diſcontented Adverſary with its deſerved 
Contempt. 

Barely to loſe our Life, is the ſnalleſt of thoſe Evils, 
which attend this miſchievous Practice.—lIt is pregnant 
with a long, and almoſt endleſs Train of diſaſtrous 
Conſequences to Parents, Wives, Children, Friends, 
Aſſociates, and the Community. It is an infallible 
Expedient, to be deprived of the Favour of the in fi- 
nite GOD, and to be excluded from the Joys of his 
eternal Kingdom. _—It is the ſure Way, to become an 


Object of Abhorrence to the Angels of Light; and 


be made the Laughing-ſtock of Devils, in their Dun- 
oe of Darkneſs ®. Shame, everlaſting Shame, hall 


the Reward of ſuch Gallantry, the Promotion of (uch 


Fools +. | 

Ther. With regard to this Point, I am intirely of 
your Opinion, Aſpaſio; however I may difler in other 
Particulars. 

Aſp. Say You ſo, Theron ! Would You then tamely 
ſubmit to affronts, Infults, and Injuries ? 

Ther. As to the trifling Affronts of a peeviſh incon- 
tinent Tongue, I would treat them with a ſuperior 
Scorn. And when thus treated, they are lure to recoil, 


Let me tell you with Confidence,” (ſays an excellent Perſon, 
addrefling Himſelf to one of theſe unhappy Deſperado's) ** that all 
% Duels, or ſingle Combats, are murderous ; blanch them over 
& (how You liſt) with Names of Honour, and honeſt Pretences, 
« their Uſe is ſinful, and their Nature deviliſh.”” See the ſelect 
Works of Biſhop Hall, in one Volume Fol. p. 526. Where the Rea» 
der will find a happy Mixture of true Oratory, and found Diwinity 
a rich Vein of Fancy, and a ſweet Spirit of Piety; Contemplations 
upon the Hiſtories of Scripture (which, I think, are our Prelate's 
Maſter piece) as entertaining and inſtructive, as the Subjects illuſ- 
trated are important and wonderful —Notwithſtanding a few ſtiff 
or antique Phraſes, I cannot but eſteem the Works of th Author, 
among the moſt valuable Compoſitions extant in our Language. 

+ Prov. ili. 35. ; 
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with the keeneſt Edge, and ſevereſt Weight, upon 
the impotent Malice that offers them. The Wretch 
ſhould ſee, that I could pity his Miſery, and ſmile at 
his Folly. But as to Injuries, the Caſe is otherwiſe. 
Should any one offer Violence to my Perſon, 'tis at his 
Peril. He would find, and perhaps to his Smart, 


Et Nos tela Manu, Ferrumque haud debile Dextra 
Spargimus, et noftro ſequitur de Vulnere Sanguis *. 


Here, the fundamental and everlaſting Law of Sele 
preſervation calls upon Us to play the Man. And I am 
ſure, Chriſtianity does not require Us, to yield our 
Throats to the Knife, or open our Breaſts to the Dagger. 

But to retire—to deliberate—to fit down—and in- 
dite a formal Challenge—ſeems to me altogether as /a- 
wage and iniquitous, as to aſſault on the Highway. 
He that demands my Money on the Road, or extorts 
it by an incendiary Letter, or decoys me into the Snare 
by a forged and counterfeit Note; is ſtigmatized for a 
Villain; is abhorred by every Perſon of Integrity ; and, 


when detected, is rewarded with a Halter. Why ſhould 


We reckon the headſtrong Bravo Jes injurious ? Who 
makes his Attempt upon my very Life; and thirſts with 
inſatiable Fury, for my Blood? 
9 He allows You a fair Chance; it is ſaid. 
er. A Chance! Of what!—Either of falling a Sa- 


. erifice to his Rage, or of _— my Hands in his 


Blood. Whichis neither more nor leſs, than reducin 
me to a Neceſſity, of launching into Damnation myſelf, 
or of tranſmitting a Fellow-creature to eternal Ven- 
geance.—And is his an Extenuation ? This a mitigat- 
ing Circumſtance? It really proves the Practice ſo in- 
excuſably wicked, that nothing can be pleaded in its 
Defence. The very Argument, uſed to juſtify the 
horrid Deed, inflames and aggrawates its Maſignity. 
"Tis Pity, but the Fas) Authority would in- 
terpoſe, for the Suppreſſion of ſuch a flagrant Wrong 


to Society, and ſuch a notorious Violation of our be- 


nign Religion. Why ſhould not the Laws declare it 
Felony, 
® Virgil, 
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Felony, to make the firſt Overture for a Duel ? Since 
it is always more heinous, and frequently more perni- 
cious. Is always Murder in the Intention, and fre- 
quently iſſues in double Deſtruction: the One, inflicted 
by the Stab of Violence ; the Other, executed by the 
Sword of Juſtice. 

Might it not, at leaſt, be branded with ſome Mark 
of public Infamy, or ſubjected to a ſevere pecuniary Mult? ? 
So that a Gentleman of Spirit and 'Temper might have 
it in his Power, to return the Compliment of a chal- 
lenging Letter with ſome ſuch Anſwer ; 


8 1K. 


ſet too high a Value upon mine to expoſe it as a Mark 
for undiſciplined and outrageous Paſſions. Neither 


nevolent, or amiable, as to draw my Sword for your 
Deſtruction, becauſe You have firſt been overcome 
by precipitate and unreaſonable Reſentment. You 
have given me an Opportunity of acting the Gentle- 
* man and the Chriſtian. And this Challenge I accept, 


« Law, by 
STR, Your, c. 


Aſp. But to reſume the proper Subjet—the Nature 
of our Engagement. Which I now recollect, and which 


* Might not the Refuſer of a Challenge be dignified with ſome 


honorary Diſtinction, reſembling the Civic Crown amongſt the 
antient Romans! Since, by his cool and temperate Bravery, He 
ſaves one Life from the Sword, another from the Halter,—W as 
ſome honorary Diſtinction, on the one hand, united to a pecuniary 
Portciture on the other, I cannot but think, they would prove 
an effectual Method to check the Progreſs of this deſtructive Evil. 
It would break the Teeth of Malice with her own Weapons, and 
turn the Artillery of Revenge upon Herſelf. Thoſe deteſtable 
Patſions would be loth to indulge themſelves in this horrid Manner, 
if it waz made the ſure Way to ennoble and enrich the Object of their 
Rage.—Y. B. The Civic Crown was an Ornament aſſigned to thoſe 
Soldiers, who had in Battle reſcued a Fellow-citizen from impend- 
ing Death, | | 


M 3 | was 


However meanly You may think of your Life, I 


have I fo totally renounced all that is humane, be- 


as a Note under your Hand for five hundred Pounds *; 
which will very ſoon be demanded, according to 
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was explained, when I ventured to give, what You 
call The Challenge ——As it is not my Theron, but the 
Obſtacles of his Faith, and the Enemies of his Felici- 
ty, that I am to encounter, perhaps I ſhall have Cou- 
rage to ſtand my Ground. And, inſtead of violating 
all the Obligations of Equity, Honour, and Conſcience, 
{ ſhall certainly evidence my Love to my Friend ; may 
poſſibly promote his trueſt Good. 

Ther. J don't ſee how this can be effected by your 
late Attempt. You undertook to run down all Works 
of Righteouſneſs, as abſolutely unable to find Accept- 
ance with GOD, and equally inſufficient to recommend 
Us to his Favour.——It is for the Credit of theſe, which 
Ajpafio has depreciated, that I enter the Liſts. 

Aſp. Pray, what is the Standard to which theſe Works 
of Righteouſneſs muft be conformed ; and by which 
their Sufficiency may be determined ? 

Ther. The moral Law, doubtleſs: I know no other 
Standard of Righteouſneſs, nor any other Way of be- 
coming righteous. 

Aſp. Agreed, Theron, We will join Ifſue on is 
Footing; and try the Merits of our Cauſe before this Tri- 
bunal. Vourſelf ſhall be the Judge. I will only aſk 
pu Opinion, and refer myſelf to your Deciſion.— 

ou ſee, I am ſoon weary of the military Stile. I had 


intruded myſelf on a Part, which I was not qualified to 


act; and now reſume a more becoming Character. 

Ther. If You place me on the Bench, I ſhall allow of 
no ſuch Digreſſions; but ſhall keep You cÞbſe to the 
Subject. | 

Ap. Has your Lordſhip then conſidered the Nature of 
the divine Law, and the Extent of its Obligations 7 

© Ther. It obliges all Perſons, and comprizes the hole 
Duty of Man. lt forbids all Immorality, and injoins 
every Virtue.—Are not theſe your Sentiments ? 

Aſp. They are, when ſomewhat inlarged. The 
Empire of the Law, as prohibitory of Evil, extends both 
to the outward and inward Man. It takes Cogni- 
zance of the Actions. It judges every Word. All 
the Operations, and all the Diſpoſitions of the Soul, 
come under its ſacred juriſdiction.—Ilt is indeed a 

Diſcerner, 
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Diſeerner, not only of the working Thoughts, but 
alſo of the dawning Intentions; and arraigns them 
both at its awful Bar. If pierces even to the dividing 
aſunder of the Soul and Spirit“. Not the inmoſt Re- 
ceſſes of the Breaſt, are too deep for its Penetration; 
nor all the Artifices of the deceittul Heart, too ſubtle 
for its Detection. Other Laws forbid the unclean Act; 
this condemns the wanton Eye, and irregular Deſire. 
Other Laws puniſh the injurious Deed ; his paſſes 
Sentence on the unguarded Sallies of Paſſion, and the 
moſt ſecret Emotions of Reſentment. So eminently 
true is that Remark of the P/almiſt, Thy Commandments 
are exceeding broad 91 Tell me now, Theron, has 


your Obedience been commenſurate to this extenſive 
Platform of Duty ? 


Ther. If the Law be ſo very extenfive— 

IJ. Nay, my Friend, You cannot ſuſpect, that I 
have ſtretched, to an undue Extent, the Obligations 
of the divine Law. Since this Interpretation is eſta- 
bliſhed by an Authority, too great to be controverted 
too clear to be miſunderſtood ; even by the Authority 
of CHRIST Himſelf. Whoſe Sermon upon the Mount 
1s a profeſſed Expoſition of the Commandments, and 
maintains, in the moſt explicit Manner, all that I have 
advanced.— So that, if our LORD's Expoſition is juſt, - 
I think, it will be neither raſh, nor uncharitable to 
ſay, There is not a Man upon Earth, but has broke 
them all. | | 


Ther. Are We all Idolaters then? All Adulterers ? 
All Murderers? Shocking to imagine ! 
A. It is ſhocking, I confeſs. - But how much more 
ſo, if 8 Delinguents expect Juſtification by their own 
Deeds 


Ther. This is no Proof of your Aſſertion, my good 
Friend. 


Aſp. To be fond of Gold; to be enamoured with 
the World ; to love any Creature mare than the ever 
bleſſed CREATOR ; are Inſtances of Idolatry, not 
quite ſo groſs, but altogether as real, as to ſet up Idols 
in our Temples, or pay Acts of Adoration to ſenſeleſs 


4 Images, 
* Heb. iv. 12, $ Paal. exix. 961 
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Images. Have Vou always been free from this Apaſta- 


cy of the Aections? | 

Our infallible (TEACHER has informed Us, That 
unreaſonable Anger, contemptuous Language, and male- 
volent Wiſhes, are each a Species of Murder; and not 
many Removes from the Afallin's deadly Stab. Have 
You been always meek, always benevolent, and never 
Chargeable with this mental Homicide ? 

e are farther aſſured, That the Indulgence of 
inordinate Deſire is, in the impartial Eſtimate of 
Heaven, as the Commiſſion of the impure Deed. 
And evil Concupiſcence of every Kind violates that 


facred Precept, Thou ſhalt not covet *. Has your 


Will 


* Aſpfio's Obſervation brings to my Remembrance a remarkable 


Incident; which, as it-is quite pertinent to our Purpoſe, the Rea- 
der will allow me to relate. It paſſed between a Friend of mine, 


and a certain ingenious Stranger, into whoſe Company he happen- . 


ed to fall. —The Gentleman was extolling, at an extravagant Rate, 
the Virtue of Honey: what a Dignity it imparted to our Nature! 
How it recommended Us to the SUPREME BEING]! He confirm- 
ed all by a ce'ebrated Line from Mr. Pope, 
An boneft Man's the nobleſt Work of GOD, 
Sir, replied my Friend, however excellent the Virtue of Honeſty 
may be, I fear, there are very tew Men in the World, that really 


poſſeſs it —You ſurpriſe me! ſaid the Stranger.—Ignorant as I am . 
of your Character, Sir, I fanſy, it would be no difficult Matter, 


to prove even Vu a diſhoneſt Man.—I defy You, —Will You give 
me Leave then, to aſk You a Queſtion or two; and promiſe not 
to be offended ?—Aſk your Queſtions, and welcome, Have You 
never met with an Opportunity of getting Gain by ſome unfair 
Means ?—The Gentleman pauſed. —l don't ask, Whether You 
made uſe of, but whether You have met with, ſuch Opportunity? 
I, for my Part, have; and, I believe, every Body elſe has. Very 
probably I may.—How did You feel your Mind affected on ſuch 
Occaſions? Had You ns ſecret Deſire, not the /eaft.Inclination, to 
ſeize the Advantage that offered ? Tell me, without any Evaſion, 
and conſiſtently with the Character You admire; Had You no ſe- 
cret Inclination to make uſe of ſych Opportunity ?—TI mult ac- 
knowledge, I have not always been abſolutely free from every ir- 
regular Inclination, but—Hold, Sir; none of your Salvo's. You 
have confeſſed enough. If You had the Defire, though You never 
proceeded to the Action, this ſhews You was diſhoneſt in Heart. 
This is what the Scripture calls Concupiſcence, It defiles the Soul. 
It is a Breach of that Law, which requires Trath in the inner Parts. 
And unleſs You are pardoned through the Blood of CHRIST, will 
be a juſt Ground of your Condemnation, wvben GOD ſhall judge 
the Secrets of Men, 
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Will been invariably upright, and warped with no ir- 
regular Inclination? Are You wholly unpolluted with 
this Adultery of the Heart ? 

I wait not for a Reply. I have often heard You 


plead Guilty to all yes, to all and every of theſe 
Charges reſpectively. 


Ther. Where, and when, Aſpaſio ? 

Aſp. In the moſt ſacred Place, and on the moſt ſo- 
lemn Occafion. And not You only, but a whole Mul- 
titude of ſelf- condemned Criminals. Our Church, 
You know, has ingrafted the Decalogue into her pub- 
lic Service; and taught all her Members to anſwer, 
after the Repetition of each Commandment ; LORD, 
have Mercy upon Us, and incline our Hearts to keep this 
Law. Is not this an Acknowledgment of Diſobedi- 
ence in every Particular? Is not ſuch the Meaning of 
our Reſponſe ! * We are verily guilty concerning 
„„ this Thing. And we humbly implore, both par- 
„ doning Mercy for the paſt, and ſtrengthening Grace 
„for the future.” 

Give me Leave to urge my Queſtion a little farther. 
Is there a /ing/e Day, in which you have not tranſ- 
grefſed, ſome way or other, this ſacred Rule ? 

Ther. If the Law of GOD will diſpenſe with no 
Deviation, not even in the firſt Starts of Thought, 
or the leaſt Wanderings of Defire. But ſurely to 
affirm this, is to extend the Law beyond all reaſonable 
Bounds. The Motions of evil Defire, if indulged, are 
undoubtedly criminal. But are they alſo, auhen im- 
mediately refrained, Breaches of Duty? I ſhouid rather 
imagine, that ſuch "Temptations are thrown in our 


Way, for the Trial of our. Obedience: which, had 


they no Power over our Affections, would not be Try- 


als; and, when they are reſolutely withitood, cannot 
be Faults. * A 1 

Aſp. What was the Judgment of our Refarmers? 
And what is the Voice of our Church? We may find 
both in the Ninth Article. Although there is no 
* Condemnation for them that believe and are bap- 
„ tiſed, yet the Apoſtle doth confeſs, that Concupi- 
« ſcence and Luſt hath of itſelf the Nature of Sin.” 
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It is not ſaid, Concupiſcence hath then only the Na- 
ture of Sin, when it is ripened into Action; but of 
z/elf, and before it breaks out into the Commiſſion of 
Iniquity. 

Ther. This I can truly plead in my own Behalf; 
That it has not been cuſtomary with me to offend ; at 
leaſt, not preſumptuouſly, or of deliberate Wickedneſs. 

App. My dear Theron, do not offer to palliate your 
Guilt. Such an Opiate may ſtupify, but will not 
cure: or rather, like Opiates ill prepared, it will in- 
toxicate the Mind, and counteract the Operation of 
every healing Medicine. Beſides, it is not only per- 
nicious, but falſe and unreaſonable. You know the 
Uſe of that ſolar Microſcope, and are able to inform me 
of its Effects. | 
Ter. 1 ought to be pretty well acquainted with theſe 
Experiments; ſince it has long been my favourite Di- 
verſion, to employ a few ſpare Hours in ſuch agreeable 
Speculations. 

Aſp. You have ſeen the Body of an Inſect, accom- 
modated to the ſurpriſing Inſtrument. When, in this 
Situation, the Animal was pricked by a very fine Nee- 
dle; your Eye, your naked Eye, juſt perceived the 
Puncture; and diſcovered, perhaps, a Speck of Moi- 
ſture oozing from the Orifice. But, in what Manner 
were they repreſented by the magnifying Inſtrument ? 

Ther. The Puncture was widened into a frightful 
Gaſh. The Speck of Moiſture ſwelled into a copious 
Stream ; and flowed, like a Torrent, from the gaping 
Wound. An Ox, under the ſacrificing Knife, ſcarce 
looks more bulky, or bleeds more largely. | 

4ſþ. Don't You apprehend my Deſign ? If Ve, 
fhort-fighted Mortals, and almoſt blinded with Self- 
love; it We cannot but be ſenſible of our Faults; how 
flagrant muſt they appear, in what enormous Magnitudes, 
and with what aggravating Circumſtances, to an Eye 
perfectly pure, and infinitely penetrating ? , 

Inſtead of attempting to extenuate our Offences, let 
Us make ſome ſuch improving RefleQtions. .“ If this 
% holy Law, which prohibits the minuteſt Failure, 
„form the Inditement; if this all-difcerning GOD, 

„ who 
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© who ſifts our Conduct even to the ſmalleſt Defect, 
„be the Judge; if our perſonal Goodneſs, which 
„ abounds with Imperfections, be our Plea; what can 
«© We expect, at that deciſive Hour, when GOD ſhall 
« lay Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſneſs to the 
„ Plummet *P _— Surely, this Conſideration ſhould in- 
« cline Us, to adopt the wiſe and ardent Wiſh of the 
% Apoſtle; That We may now, in this our Day, wir 
% CHRIST; and, at the laſt tremendous Audit, be 
« found in Him; not having our own Righteouſneſs, which 
% 75 of the Law, for the Foundation of our Hopes, but 
« the Righteouſneſs which is of GOD, by Faith in 7 E- 
« SUS CHRIST .“ 

Conſider the Law in its nobler Capacity, as zjo:n- 
ing whatever is excel/ent.—Can You hope, Theron, to 
be juſtified by it, if You fall ſhort of its Demands, not 
barely in a few Inſtances, but in every Action of your 
Life, and every Temper of your Heart? 

Ther. Such a Hope, cheriſhed amidſt ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, would be fallacious and abſurd. —But I truſt, 
Tam not fo very faulty, or rather ſo intirely abandoned, 
as your Interrogatory ſuppoſes. 

 4þp. Have You duly weighed the Perfection and Spi- 
rituality of the divine Law lt is a Tranſcript of the 
unſpotted Purity, and abſolute Rectitude of the divine 
Nature. It requires an anreſerved Obedience to all 
GOD's Commands, and a moſt w»feigned Submiſſion 
to all his Diſpenſations; without regretting the for- 
mer, as a grievous Voke; or repining at the latter, as 
rigorous Treatment. It calls, not only for external 
Duty, but alſo for the moſt upright Imaginations, and 
devout Affections. It inſiſts upon the Exerciſe of 
every Virtue, and that in the higheſt Degree. Love, 
without the leaſt Lukewarmneſs ; and Faith, without 
any Diffidence; a Sanctity of Defire, that knows no 
Stain ; and an Humility of Mind; that is free from all 
Elatement.—In a Word; it requires Us to be perfect, 
even as our FATHER which is in Heaven is perfect. 

Do any of your Actions come up to this exalted 
Standard ? Are any of your Graces thus refined 

her 


® Ifai, xxviii. 17. ÞF Phil. in. 8, 9, 11. | Matt. v. 48. 
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Ther. Am I then abſolutely an Inſolvent before the 


put LORD of the Univerſe ? Have I no Lamb in my 


old without a Blemiſh? Nothing in my Life, nothing 
in my Heart, but what is defective and defiled ? 
Ap. Indeed, my Friend, this is not your Condition 
alone, but the Condition of the moſt irreproachable 
Perſon on Earth. There is None perfect, in any Cha- 
racter, or in any Work, no not One. None that obeys 
* divine Law, uniformly, invariably, and complete- 
y. 
Caſt your Eye upon the Names, which are ſubjoined 
to thoſe beautiful Prints. How elegant is the Engrav- 
ing! How accurate are the Letters! The Strokes moſt 
delicately fine! their Shape moſt exactly true Let 
me aſk You to tranſcribe them with your Pen ; and 
make the Copy equal to the Original. Preſerve all the 
noble Boldneſs of the Roman Stamp, and all the grace- 
ful Softneſs of the Italian Touch. What? Could You 
not execute this Taſk, even in your preſent unimpaired 
Health, and with the Exertion of all your Skill? How 
ſhamefully then muſt you fall ſhort, if your Eyes were 
dim with Age ; if your Hands ſhook with a paralitic 
Diſorder; and your Underſtanding was oppreſſed with 
a /ethargic Dulneſs?—Such is really the Caſe with re- 
gard to all the Children of Men. Our Nature is de- 
praved ; our moral Abilities are enervated ; and our 
intellectual Faculties clouded. And can We, in ſuch 
a State of Impotence, tranſcribe that ſacred Syſtem, which 
is the very Image of GOD tranſcribe it into our 
Tempers, and render it legible in our Lives, without 
diminiſhing one Jot or Tittle of its perfect Purity? 
Ther. Though I fall ſhort, there are Chriſtians of a 
much higher Claſs. Chriſtians, I do not doubt, who 
have theſe Laws written on their Hearts; all whoſe 
'Tempers are caſt into this heavenly Mould. Nor am 
I myſelf without Hopes of making more conſiderable Ad- 
vances in Holineſs, _. 

Ap. May your Hopes be quickened into vigorous En- 
deavours! And your Endeavours be crowned with abun- 
dant Succeſs ! — What you ſuppoſe, concerning very 
eminent Chriſtians, I cannot wholly admit, neither do 


I wholly 
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T wholly deny. They may have all their Tempers 
caſt into the heavenly Mould : but then, they are 
conformed to the ſacred Pattern, only in Part. There 
is a Reſemblance ; yet not ſuch as that clear and ſteady 
Mirror (pointing to a fine Glaſs over the Chimney-piece) 
exhibits ; but ſuch as ſome turbulent and muddy Stream 


reflects. If the Breaſts of theſe eminent Chriſtians 
were formed on the Model of Dru/us's * Houſe ; I ve- 
Tily think, You would have a lower Opinion of their 
Acquiſitions in Virtue. 

David, whom GOD himſelf dignifies with the moſt 
exalted of all Characters, and ſtyles a Man after his 
own Heart F; who, to a moſt inflamed Love, added 
a moſt accurate Knowledge, of the divine Teſtimo- 
nies ; was deeply ſenſible of the Truth, I would in- 
culcate. After an attentive Contemplation of the Subli- 
mity, the Extent, the Sanctity of thoſe heavenly Inſti- 
tutes, He breaks out into this humbling Exclamation 
« Who can tell, how oft He offendeth | ? Was the moſt 
« vigilant Conduct, or the moſt purified Soul, exa- 
« mined by this conſummate Rule; innumerable would 
be found the Slips of the former, and g/aring would 
« the Failures of the latter appear. 

Ther. I cannot ſee the Reaſon, for degrading human 
Nature, to ſuch an extravagant Degree ; and ranking 
human Works amongſt the Refuſe of Things. 

Aſp. Do You aſk the Reaſon of this Remonſtrance ? 
It is to preſerve Us from the miſchievous Error 
of the Phariſee, Who, meaſuring Himſelf, not by the 
true, ſublime, and extenſive Senſe of the Law, but by 
a falſe, debaſed, and mutilated Interpretation, became 
haughty in his own Conceit, and abominable in the 

Sight 


* When Druſas, a noble Reman, was deliberating upon a Mo- 
del for his new Houſe; the Archite& offered to build it in ſuch a 
Taſte, that no Eye ſhould overlook any of his Rooms — Youu quite 
make my Inclination, ſaid Druſus. I am for the very reverſe of 
your Plan, I would have my Houſe ſo contrived, that every Paſſen- 
ger may ſee, whatever is tranſacted within, 

For the Propriety of this Character, and its Correſpondence 
with the Perſon, I would refer the Reader to a Note, in Dia- 
logue I. P. 21. | 

1 Pſal. ix. 12. 


— 
80 


| 
| 


— — — 8 — — — 
* 2D” © 


2:4 DIALOGUE VII. 


Sight of GO D.——Hear him trumpeting his own 
Praiſe ; I am no Extortioner, no Adulterer f. This, the 

r vain Creature fanſied, was a ſuſficient Obedience, 
paid to the ſecond Table. See him til} ſtrutting in his 
own imaginary Plumes 4; I faft twice in the Week; 1 
give Tythes of all that I pofſeſs 5. This, He fooliſhly 
dreamt, was a due Compliance with the Demands of 
the fir! Table. The young Ruler, ſeems to have 
been under the ſame Deluſion, when He had the 
Affurance to declare; All theſe Things, which are pre- 
ſcribed by the divine Law, hawe I kept from my Youth 
x more peſtilent Opinion, it is ſcarce poſlible for the 
Mind of Man to entertain. And nothing can appear 
more egregiouſly miſtaken, if we confider the vaſt 
comprehenſive Scope of the ſacred Precepts; and are 
convinced, that they require an exact Conformity, in 
every Particular, and every PunGilio. 

Ther. Is there nothing valuable in Regularity of Con- 
duct, and Integrity of Heart? Is there no Excellency, in 
our Acts of Charity, and Habits of Virtue ? 

Ald. 
+ Luke xviii. 11. 


t This ſeems to give the genuine Signification of To v/yXov ey 
e&vIewroig, Luke xvi. 15. Not that which is bighly eſteemed, 


BYT5p40v, ev90Zov. The Propoſition, taken in this Senſe, is nei - 
ther neceſſarily. nor univerſally true. The Meekneſs of Miſes, 
the Fortitude of Jeſbua, the Wiſdom of Solomon, were highly 
eſteemed among thoſe very Men, to whom our LORD dre. 
fed his Diſcourſe. Vet None can ſuppoſe, that the Endowments 
of thoſe illuſtrious Perſonages, were an Abominatien in the Sight 
of GOD. 

— whatever is high and lifted up, haughty and conceit- 
ed; every Sentiment of Self-admiration, and all the Fruits that 
ſpring from this bitter Root: theſe are certainly and invariably Ob- 
jets of the divine Abhorrence.— This Interpretation, I think, is 
moſt ſuitable, not only to Fact in general, but to the Import of 
this Word in particular: See Rem xi. 20. where it occurs in a 
fimilar Acceptation, p47 oppure. Be not bigb- minded. 
It ſeems alſo beſt to quadrate with the Truos / of our SAVIOUR's 
Reproof; Ye are they that juflify Yourſeives before Men, but al 
ſuch arrogant Attempts, and every ſuch elated Air, the moſt holy 
GOD beholds with Deteſtation, 


$ Luke xviii, 12. Matt. xix. 20. 
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Ajp. From our Fellow-creatures they ſtand intitled 


to Reſpect, Imitation, and Gratitude. But before in- 


Fnite Perfection, they muſt drop their Claim, and lie 
proſtrate in the Duſt; imploring Forgiveneſs, not 
challenging a Reward. We all diſcern a Beauty and 


a twinkling Luſtre in the Stars, when viewed under 


the Shades of Night. But, when the magnificent Source 
of Day ariſes, their Beauty vaniſhes, their Luſtre is 
Darkneſs. Such are human Accompliſhments, when 
compared with the perfect Law, or beheld by the 
piercing Eye, of the ſupremely glorious GOD. 

Ther. Methinks, this Notion confounds the Diffe- 
rence of Good and Evil; and, by rendering all our 
Actions Blameable, would render them all alike. This 
is levelling with a Witneſs! 

Aſp. It only ſhews, that there are Blemiſhes in all. 
Whereas, Some are Flaw and Blemiſh all over. Is 
there no Difference between the Leopard's Spots, and 
the AÆthiopian's Soot? If I maintain, that neither of 
them are perfectly white, does this imply, that both 
are equally black ? 

I am only alledging, That all We perform, however 
Specious it may ſeem, is very far ſhort of our ſacred 
Rule; and therefore cannot procure the divine Favour, 
or intitle us to the Kingdom of Heaven. Nay, that 
if GOD ſhould enter into Judgment with Us, on the 
Foot of our own Performances; He would diſcover 
ſuch Defects, even in the choiceſt Inſtances of our O- 
bedience, as would render them Matter of Condemna- 
tion *, not meritorious of Applauſe. 

Be pleaſed to obſerve this Penknife What can be 
more exquiſitely cen, than the Edge; or more nicely 
poliſbed, than the Blade? But, how do they appear, 
when beheld thro' one of thoſe Micro/copes ? a 

er. 


* To this Aſſertion St. Cyril, in Concert with ſeveral other 
Fathers, bears a very expreſs Teſtimony : Avro nw x) To og- 
LE ryao9a ox, pop Pro 15 rTIQS A[AOVENTEVEV OY B Th as 
TWgrtg ya GO prvs Tt *% Cacoantur®- Ow. Even thoſe of our Ac- 
tions, which ſeem te be performed in a right Manner, could not 
eſcape Cenſure and Blame, if GOD ſhould but ſlightly examine, or 

ring them to the Teſt. R | 
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' Ther. The Edge leſs ſharp than the Woodman's Ax, 
or rather more blunt than his Iron Wedge. The Poliſh 
reſembles a Maſs of coarſe Metal, rudely hammered on 
the Anvil. | 

Aſp. How very delicate is the Cambric, that forms 
your Ruffles ; and gives ſuch an ornamental Air to 
your whole Dreſs! Nothing can be finer, than the 
Threads; or more exact, than the Texture. But 
what is their Appearance in a micro/copic View? 

Ther. You would take the fine Threads for hempen 
Cords; and would almoſt be poſitive, that they had 


been wattled together, by the clumſy Hands of the 


Hurdle Maker; rather than curiouſly wove, in the 
Artiſt's Loom. 

Aſp. That lovely Piece of Enamel, which makes a 
Part of your Lady's penſile Equipage, quite charms the 
Spectator, with the Juſtneſs of its Figure, and the Ra- 
diancy of its Colours. But | 

Ther. Under the Scrutiny of this ſearching Inſtru- 
ment, it loſes all its Elegance; and inſtead of win- 
ning our Admiration, provokes our Contempt. It looks 
like a Heap of Mortar, flaiſtered on by the Maſon's 
Trowel. / 

| Aſp. You ſee then, Theron, what groſs Indelicacies, 
what bungling Inequalities, this ſupplementary Aid to 


our Sight diſcovers, even in the mof! finiſhed Works of 


human Art. So, and abundantly more, does the im- 
maculate Purity of GOD, diſcern Imperfections in our 
moſt upright Deeds, and moſt guarded Hours. | 

I faid, immaculate Purity For GOD is not only 
unerringly wiſe to detect, but infinitely pure to abhor, 
all Contamination. Have You conſidered this Attri- 
bute of the Godhead, Theron ? 


Ther, J have; and not without Amazement, at the 
charming, the awful Deſcriptions, which occur in the 


ſacred Writings. —GOD is not only holy, but, as the 
Lawgiver of the Fes very ſublimely expreſſes Him- 
ſelf, glorious in Holineſs. The ſacred Penmen, treat- 
ing of this illuſtrious Perfection, ſeem to labour the 


important Point. They indulge the loftieſt Flights of 


| Ima- 
+ Exod. xv. 11. 
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Imagination; they employ the boldeſt Figures of 
Speech; and add the moſt glowing Colours of Elo-' 


quence ; not without frequent Acknowledgments, that 
all the Force of Language, is abundantly too feeble, for 
the unutterable Subject. | 

One of the Prophets, addreſſing the KING eternal, 


immortal, inviſible, breaks out into this extatic Excla- 


mation; O LORD, my GOD, my HOLY ONE, Thou 


art of purer Eyes, than (to allow, ſhall I fay? This is 
an Aſcription of Praiſe, unſpeakably too mean for thy 
ſurpaſſing Excellency. Thou art of purer Eyes, than) 


to look upon Evil, and canſt not behold Iniquity F. —Ano- ' 


ther, wrapt into a prophetic Viſion, ſees the Seraphim 
veiling their Faces, in Token of profound Humilia- 
tion ; hears thoſe Sons of Ardour and Love, crying 


one to Another; Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD GOD. 


of Sabbaoth *, Nay, fo tranſcendently holy, ſays 


another 
+ Fab. i. 13. 


# Tſai. vi. 3. The Poets and Writers of a bold Imagination, 


are particularly fond of Machinery; of introducing celeſtial Beings, 
in order to give ſome peculiar Dignity to their Plan, or ſome ad- 
ditional Strength to their Sentiments. With inimitable Propriety, 
and ſurpriſing Emphaſis, is this Species of fine Writing uled in 
Scripture. Eſpecially in the Paſſage quoted above. 

Let us only conſider — The Perſonages, Theſe are none other 


than the Dominions and Principalities of Heaven, Who are 


placed at the very Top of the Creation; who excel in Strength 
and Wiſdom, in every high and bright Accompliſhment.—Their 
Attitude. They ſtand before JEHOVAH, who is ſeated on his 
exalted Throne, They cover their Faces with their Wings; as 


overcome with the inſupportable Glories, which beam from un- 


created Majeſty.— Their Action. They celebrate, not in cold 
Converſation, but in rapturous Songs, the amiable yet tremen- 
dous Sanctity of the LORD Almighty.— Their Manner of Ex- 
preſſion. Though filled and penetrated with the prodigious Theme, 
they attempt not to deſcribe it. Impracticable that, even by the 
Tongues of Angels! They exprels themſelves, therefore, in the 
Language of profound Admiration ; in repeated, in reiterated Ac- 
clamations to the wonderful Attribute; Holy ! Holy ! He! 
The Efe#s of this auguſt Appearance. The Poſts of the Door, 
ſhake at the Voice : the ponderous and magnificent Pillars of Braſs, 
(lee 2 Chron, iii 17.) tremble like a Leaf. The ſpacious and beau- 
tiful Houſe, is filled with Tokens of the divine Indignation; is 
involved in Clouds of Smoke; and joins with the trembling Co- 
lumns, and adoring Seraphs, to tell the thoughtleſs World, bat 


a fearful 
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another devout Worſhipper, that all created Glory is 
totally eclipſed in his Preſence. He /coketh to the Moon, 
and it ſhineth nat ; yea, the Stars are not pure in his Sight \. 
And his very Angels, thoſe refined and exalted Intelli- 
gencies, He chargeth with Folly . 

Aſp Very majeſtic Deſcriptions ! And pray let 
Us obſerve the Impreſſions, which ſuch Beamings of 
the divine Effulgence made upon the Saints of old.— 
Moſes, drawing near the cloudy Pavilion, the Preſence- 
chamber of the HOLY ONE of 17 ael, ſays with Emo- 
tions of uncommon Dread; I exceedingly fear and 

ae | /—— When Jeb is favoured with ſome pecu- 


iar Manifeſtations of the omnipotent GOD, fee his 


Poſture! Hear his Words! I abhor myſelf, and repent 
in Duft and Aſbes . How ſtrong is the Language! How 
deep the Abaſement ! When Jſaiab ſaw the incom- 
prehenſible JEHOVAH, fitting upon his Throne; and 
the Princes of Heaven, adoring at his Footſtool ; ſeiz- 
ed with a Pang of reverential F ear, he cried our ; Woe 
is me! I am undone! For I am a Man of unclean Lips ! 
When Ezekiel beheld an emblematical Repreſen- 


tation 


# fearful Thing it is to fall into the Hands of the living GOD! 
The Prophet himſelf is ſtruck with Aſtoniſnment; is overwhelm» 
ed with Awe; and cries out, „as a Woman in her Pangs.''— 
—_ any Thing be more inlivened, impreſſive, and alarm- 
MWg 
If I ſhall not treſpaſs upon the Reader's Patience, I would beg 
Leave to add a Remark, concerning the Word Sabbaoth : which, 
though a Hebrew Ex pretſſion, is retained in that excellent Hymn, 
intitled Te Deum; and which ſome People, I am inclined to be- 
heve, inadvertently confound with Sabbath.—The latter ſignifies 
the Reſt of the ſeventh Day; and, in this Connection, yields a 
Senſe, not very appoſite, and comparatively mean. Whereas, the 
former denotes Armies or Hefts ; and furniſhes Us with an Image, 
truly grand and majeſtic; worthy to be admitted into the Songs 
of Seraphs At celebrates GOD, as the great, univerſal, uncon- 
troulable SOVEREIGN : who exerciſes a ſupreme Dominion over 
all the Orders of Being, from the loftieſt Archangel that ſhines in 
Heaven, to the loweſt Reptile that crawls in Duſt. Who ſays to 
a Legion of Cherubs, Go; and they go: to a Swarm of Inſects, 
Come; and they come: to any, to every Creature, Do this; and 
they do it, See Mart. viii. 9. 5 

; ob xxv. 5. + Job iv. 18. 1 Heb. xi. 21. 
U Job ali. 6, J Ifai, vi. 5, 
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tation of HIM, who dwelleth in Light inacceſſible : 
When the ANTIENT of Days, veiled under a hu- 
man Shape, appeared to Danie/: though one was a de- 
vout Prieſt, and each was an eminent Prophet ; yet, 
overwhelmed with a Mixture of Veneration and Ter- 
ror, they both fell down at his Feet as dead f. And this, 
not before a full Diſplay, but only before a Glimpſe of 
the GODHEAD. Which, though partial and tran- 
fient, was too dazzlingly bright, for an Eye of Fleſh 
to bear. 

O my Friend! my Theron! what Figure muſt our 
mean Performances, our low Attainments, make, be- 
fore this immenſely glorious GOD ?—Let Us obſerve 
the Behaviour and Spirit of Job, a little more particu- 
larly. He is one of your favourite Examples; and 
indeed very deſervedly. For, in Plety He had no 
Superior, and no Equal; there was none like Him in the 
Earth. Yet, when He has to do with the MAKER 
of all Things, and the JUDGE of all Men, He pours 
out his abaſhed Soul in theſe very remarkable Profeſ- 
fions: JF juſtiſy Myſelf, my own Mouth ſhall condemn 
me: if I ſay, I am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me per- 
verſe 1. He declares yet farther; JI waſh myſelf in 
Srow=-water, and make my Handi never fo clean, yet ſhalt 
Thou, O righteous and eternal GOD, plunge me in the 
Ditch; manifeſt me, notwithſtanding all this Care 
and CircumſpeCtion, to be a guilty and a filthy Crea- 
ture; yea, ſo very guilty and filthy, that my own Clothes, 
mos they ſenſible of their Pollution, could not but ab- 

me. 

This He confeſſes, not becauſe He was an habitual 
Sinner, or chargeable with any ſcandalous Immorali- 
ty; but becauſe his Mind was filled with the moſt af- 
fecting Senſe, of GOD's inconceivable Holineſs, and 
infinite Glory. For, adds the venerable Sufferer, He 
is not a Man, as I am; but a BEING of ſuch exten- 
ſive Knowledge, that nothing can eſcape his Diſcern- 
ment; of ſuch exalted Purity, that every Spot of De- 
filement is lothſome in his Sight. For which Reaſon, 

it 

+ Ezek. i. 28. Dan. x. 8, 9. 1 See Job ix. 20, 21 
39+ 31, 32. 
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it is abſolutely impoſſible, that 1 ould anfwer Him, 
with reference to my own perſonal Righteouſneſs : or 
that We ſhould come together in Judgment, on any ſuch 
Footing, without Confuſion to myſelf, and Ruin to my 
Cauſe. 

To all this He ſubjoins, what is ſtill more memo- 
Table and exemplary: Though I awere perfect, yet would 
J not know my Soul, I would deſpiſe my Life. —He ſup- 
poſes Himſelf in a higher State, than your moſt ad- 
vanced Chriſtian ; though I were perfect Yet, even 
in ſuch a State, were it attainable, [ would not know 
my Soul; not dwell upon, not plead, no, nor ſo much 
as cheriſh a Thought of, my own Accompliſhments 
and Acquirements. In the important Buſineſs of Juſ- 
tification, they ſhould ſtand for Cyphers ; they ſhould 
be thrown into Shades; they ſhould intirely diſappear. 
—Nay more; I would deſpiſe my Life; my Life, with 
all its moſt ſhining Actions, and molt diſtinguiſhed 
Virtues, ſhould he reckoned inſignificant and deſpica- 
ble. Juſt as infgnificant and deſpicable, with reſpect 
to this great Tranſaction, as a wandering Spark would 
be, if appointed to diffuſe Day amidſt the Darkneſs 
of Night, or produce Spring amidſt the Depths of 
Winter. 

Ther. Theſe are really alarming Hints, Ap. 
A Law, which requires an exact and univerſal Obe- 
dience, both in Heart and Lite ! A GOD of ſuch 
Majeſty, Purity, and Glory, that Men of the moſt 
approved Integrity, are overwhelmed with Confuſion, in 
his Preſence ! I ſhall conſider them, at my Leiſure, 
with the Attention they deſerve. —— At preſent, I be- 
lieve, Opportunity is giving us the Slip. Yonder Coach 
ſeems to be moving this way, and the Livery looks like 
Philander's. 

Aſpaſio, deſirous to fix theſe Convictions——which 
are of the /aft Conſequence to our Faith and Salvation 
- —defirous to fix them on his Friend's Mind, replied, 

Aſp. As your Viſitants are at a Diſtance, give me 
Leave to obſerve ; 'That the wiſeſt of Men, attend- 
ing to the firſt of theſe Particulars, has poured Con- 
tempt upon all human Excellency ; There is not a juſt 


—— — ——— — 
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Man upon Earth, that doeth Good, and finneth not *. 
The Apoſtle of CHRIST takes Shame to Himſelf, on 
the ſame Account; and teaches all Mankind, to ſtrike 
the Sail of Self-conceit ; In many Things We offend all . 
David, conſidering the /atter of theſe Points, prays 
with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs; Enter not into Judgment 
with thy Servant, O LORD! And afligns this hum- 
bling Reaſon for his Petition; For, in thy Sight, ſhall 
no Man living be juſtified 1. This induced Nehemiah, 
who had been ſo nobly zealous for the Honour of his 
GOD, not to confide in his own valuable Services, 
but make Application to forgiving Goodneſs. Spare 
me, O LORD, according to thy great Mercy ||. 

Had I ſet before You the Example of the poor Pub- 
lican, who ſmote upon his Breaft ; durſt not lift up 
his Eyes to Heaven ; but cried from the Bottom of a 
polluted Heart, GOD be merciful to me a Sinner 51 
Se Love, might poſſibly have whiſpered ; “ Surely, 
«© I am not to be ranked with that abominable 
“ Wretch. I ſtand upon ſome better Footing, than 
“ ſuch an infamous Offender.” With regard to 
the Hope of eternal Life, We ſtand upon no better, 
upon no other. And when /ow as that obnoxious 
deſpiſed Creature, We are upon the very ſame Ground 
with the moſt exalted Saints. They all appear before 
the MAJESTY of HEAVEN, in the ſame Attitude 
of unfeigned Humiliation, and with the ſame Ac- 
knowledgments of utter Unworthineſs. For, it is 
a certain 'T'ruth, and admits of 20 Exception; That 
to juſtify Sinners, is not the Privilege of human Obe- 


dience, but the /ole Prerogative of the LO R D our 


Righteouſneſs. 

Ther. Is not the Practice of Hezekiah an Exception 
to your Rule? Theſe, if I recolle& aright, are the 
Words of that holy King; I beſeech Thee, O LORD, 
remember how I have walked before thee in Truth, and 
with a perfect Heart, and have done that which is good 
in thy Sight . You ſee, He puts the Iſſue of his Trial 

before 

* Eccleſ. vii, 20. T Jam. iii. 2. t Pfal, 


exliii. 2. || Neb. xiii. 22. $ Luke xvili. 13. 
J 2 Kings xx, 3+ ; 


| 
| 
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before the everlaſting GOD, upon his own Integrity 
and his own Obedience. 

Aſp. Theſe are his Words, but they are not uſed 
with this View. He humbly repreſents before the 
great Sovereign of the World, how beneficial his for- 
mer Life had been, and how ſerviceable his prolonged 


Life might be, to the beſt Intereſts of the 1/-aeliti/h 


Nation. He pleads his Obedience, not in order to 
eſtabliſh a Claim to eternal Happineſs in Heaven ; but 
only to obtain a Reprieve from the Grave, and a 
Neither 
is it gloried in, by way of Merit ; but only urged, by 
way of Argument: As though He had faid ; *©* Re- 
« member, gracious GOD, how I have exerted my 
royal Authority, to ſuppreſs Idolatry, to extirpate 
« Vice, and to promote thy true Religion. Conſiaer, 
„ how greatly thy People ſtand in need of ſuch a vi- 
1 gilant and zealous Governor; and to what a miſe- 
& rable Condition both Church and State may be re- 
« duced, if Thou takeſt away thy Servant by this 
« threatened but untimely Stroke. And, for the 


„Welfare of Jrael, for the Honour of thy Name, 


for the Support of thy own Worſhip, O ſpare me a 
« little !” 

Aſpafio pauſed ; expecting a Reply.— As Theron 
continued ſilent and muſing, Aſpaſro, with a Smile of 
Benevolence, proceeded. Come, my Theron; why 
fo deep in Thought? Have You any Objection to the 
Evidences I have produced ? They are ſome of the 


moſt dignified Characters, and illuſtrious Perſonages, 


that could be ſelected from all Ages: Kings, Princes, 
and Patriots; Prieſts, Saints, and Martyrs. Should 
theſe be deemed inſufficient, I can exhibit a larger and 
nobler Cloud of Witneſſes—— larger, for they are a 
pou Multitude, which no Man can number, of all 

ations, and Kindreds, and People, and Tongues 
nobler, for they ſtand before the Throne, and 
before the LAMB, clothed with white Robes, and 
Palms in their Hands. Aſk thoſe ſhining Armies, 
who they are, and whence they came? Thar Anſwer 
is comprized in one of my Favourite Portions of Scrip- 
ture: 
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ture: one of thoſe delightful Texts, from which I hope 
to derive Conſolation even in my laſt Moments. 
For which Reaſon, You will allow me to repeat it, 
though it may have been mentioned in a former Con- 
verſation. Ie are they, who came out of great Tribu- 
lation; and have waſhed our Robes, and made them white 
in the Blood of the LAMB: therefore are We before the 
Throne 

Some of them laid down their Lives for the Sake of 
CHRIST; many of them were eminent for Works of 
Righteouſneſs ; all of them were endued with real 
Holineſs. Yet, none of theſe Qualifications conſti- 
tuted their Paſſport into the Regions of eternal Felici- 
ty. They had waſhed their Robes; had fled to the 
Atonement, and pleaded the Merits, of FESUS their 
SAVIOUR Hereby they had made them white ; 
this was the Cauſe of their Acquittance from Guilt, 
and their complete Juſtification And therefore, on 
this Account, their Perſons were accepted; they were 
preſented without Spot before the Throne; and ad- 
mitted to that Fullneſs of Joy, which is at GOD's 
Right-hand for evermore. 

7 her. I have no Objection to your Witneſſes. But, 
methinks, your Doctrine is ſtrangely debaſing to human 
Nature. | | 

Aſp. A Sign, Theron, that it is agreeable to the Ge- 
nius of the Goſpel. Which is calculated, as the elo- 
quent 1/aiah foretold, to humble the Sinner, and exalt 
the SAVIOUR +; The Leftineſi of Man ſhall be bowed 


own, 


Rev. vii. 14, 18. : 
I This correſponds with a very valuable Maxim, which an 
eminent Divine once recommended to his People, as a Touch- 


ſtone to diſtinguiſh evangelical Truth. — That Doctrine, he ſaid, 
which tends 


To bumble the Sinner ; 
To exalt the SAVIOUR; 
To promote Holineſs ; 


That Doctrine, which tends to accompliſh all theſe Deſigns, You 
may embrace as ound. That which is defective in its Infucaec 
on any one of them, You ſhould reject as corrupt. 
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down, and the Haughtineſs of Men Hall be made low, 
and the LORD alone ſhall be exalted in that Day *. 
„Man, though naturally vain, ſhall be made ſenſible 
% of his numberleſs Ottences ; ſhall ſee the Defects 
„that attend his higheſt Attainments ; ſhall confeſs 
the Impoſlibility of being juſtified by the Deeds of 


the Law; and place all his Hope upon the propi- 


** tiatory Death, and meritorious Obedience, of the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST.” 


DIALOGUE IX. 


HERON, impreſſed with the laſt Converſation, 


was very deſirous to reſume the Subject, and 


renew the important Debate. With this View, He 


conducted his Friend into a Retirement, commodious 
for the Purpoſe. | 

They enter a ſpacious Lawn ; which lay oppoſite 
to the Houſe ; and ftretched itſelf in the Form of an 
expanded Fan. The Mounds, on either Side, were 
dreſſed in Verdure ; and ran out in a ſlanting Di- 
rection. The whole, to an Eye placed at a Diſtance, 
bore the Reſemblance of a magnificent Via; con- 
tracting, by ſlow Degrees, its Dimenſions ; and leſ- 
ſening, at laſt, into a Point. Which, the regular 
2 graceful Seat, with all imaginable Dignity, ſup- 
plied. 

Nature had ſunk the Lawn into a gentle Decline. 
On whoſe ample Sides, were Oxen browzing, and 
Lambs friſking. The luſty Droves lowed, as they 
paſſed ; and the thriving Flocks, bleated welcome 
Muſic in their Maſter's Ear. Along the Midit of 
this verdant Slope, ran a ſpacious and extenſive Walk. 
Which, coated with Gravel, and fenced with cj wack 
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does, looked like a plain Stripe of Brown, interſeQing 
a Carpet of the brighteſt Green. —At the Bottom, two 
handſome Canals, copiouſly ſtocked with Fiſh, floated 
to the Breeze. Whoſe Waters, beheld from every 
Front Room in the Houſe, had a fine Effect upon the 
Sight ; not without a refreſhing Influence on the Ima- 
gination. At the Extremity of one ſtood a ſtately 
Colonade. The Roof was elevated on Pillars of the 
[nic Order; and the Area ſlabbed with Stones, neatly 
ranged in the Diamond Faſhion. Several Foreſt-chairs 
accommodated the Anglers with a Seat, while the bend- 
ing Dome ſupplied them with a Shade. 

Correſponding, and on the Margin of the other 
Canal, was erected a Summer-houſe, of a very ſingular 
Kind. The lower Part, had an Opening towards 
the North. It was cool ; it was gloomy ; and had 
never ſeen the Sun. It carried the romantic Air of a 
Grotto, or rather the penſive Appearance of a Hermit's 
Cell — The Outſide was coarſe and rugged with pro- 
tuberant Stones. Partly over ipread with Ivy, partly 
covered with Moſs, it ſeemed to be the Work of an- 
tient Years.—You deſcend, by Steps of Turf, thro' a 
low and narrow Door. A ſcanty Iron Grate, inſtead 
of a Jarge ſweeping Saſh, tranſmits a glimmering Lizht ; 
juſt ſufficient to diſcover the inner Structure. Which 
appeared like one continued Piece of Rock-work; a 
Cavern, You would imagine, cut from the ſurround- 
ing Quarry. Above, hung an irregular Arch ; with 
an Aipet, rather threatening, than inviting. Bela, 
lay a Paving of homely Pebbles; in ſome Places, a 
little furrowed, as though it had been worn by the 
ſrequent Tread of ſolitary Feet. All around, were Rul- 
ticity and Solemnity; Solemnity, never more viſibly 
ſeen, than through a Gloom. The Furniture, of 
the ſame groteſque Faſhion with the Apartment. A 
Bench hewed, You would ſuſpect by Nature's Chiz- 
zel, out of the ſolid Stone. A fort of Couch, com- 
poſed of ſwelling Moſs, and ſmall ſihrous Roots. 
From one Corner, trickled a pure Spring: which crept, 
with a bubbling Moan, along the channeled Floor; 
till its healthy Current was collected into a Baton, 

Vor. I. rudely 
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rudely ſcooped from the Ground. On the Edge of this 
little Receptacle, lay chained a ruſty Bowl; and over 
it, ſtood an antique worm-eaten Table. On the leaſt 
obſcure Part of the Wall, you diſcern, dimly diſcern a 
Parchment Scroll; inſcribed with that ſage, but mor- 
tifying Admonition; Vanity or Vanities! ALL 1s 
Vanity! 

Over this Receſs, ſo pleaſingly horrid, and adapted 
to folemn Muſings, aroſe an open and airy Belvidere. 
You aſcend by winding Stairs; and coming from the 
uncouth Abode below, are ſweetly ſurpriſed with an 
elegant Hexagon. —'The Ceiling lofty, and decorated 
with the ſofteſt, richeſt, almoſt flowing Fretwork. The 
Wainſcot, in large Pannels of Oak, retained its native 
Auburn: fo beautifully plain, that, like an amiable 
Countenance, it would have been disfigured, rather 
than improved, by the moſt coſtly Paint. On this 
were diſpoſed, in gilded Frames, and to great Advan- 
tage, a Variety of entertaining Landſchapes. But none 
ſurpaſſed, none equalled, all were a Foil to, the no- 
ble lovely Views, which the Windows commanded. — 
The Chimney-piece, of white ſhining Marble, ſtreak- 
ed with Veins of vivid Red. Oer it, was carved a 
fine Feſtoon of artificial, in it, was ranged a choice 
Collection of natural Flowers. On a Table of gloſſy 
Walnut, lay a portable Telęſcope; attended with Thom- 


ſon's Seaſons, and Vanierii Prædium Ruſticum ||. 


The whole was fitted up in the higheſt Faſte, and 
furniſhed with every pleaſurable Ornament. On pur- 
poſe to harmonize with that /avifo Gaiety, which 
ſeemed to ſmile over all the Face of Nature. On 
purpoſe to correſpond with that wernal Delight, which 

came 


Vanierii Prædium ruſticum.— A moſt e'egant Latin Pcem : 
which treats of every remarkable Peculiarity, relating to the Bu- 
ſineſs of a Country Life, or the Furniture of a Country Scat.—lt 
entertains us with a Deſcription of the moſt agreeable Objects; in 
an eaſy Flow, of the pureſt Language, and moſt muſical Numbers, 
—-It is, I think, one continued Beauty. Superior to every Thing 
of the Kind, I have met with among the Moderns; and ſcarcely, 
if at all, unworthy the firſt Genius of the Auguſlan Age. Uni 
P.rgilic ſecundus, & pane par, | 
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came breathing on the Wings of every fragrant Gale. 
may add, on purpoſe to remind the Beholder of thoſe 
immortal Manſions, which will be decorated with Ima- 
ges infinitely more ſplendid, with Objects unſpeak- 
ably more glorious: where holy Beings will ſpend, not 
a few vacant Hours in refined Amuſement, but a 
boundleſs Eternity in the Conſummation of ſoy.— For, 
to a well-turned Mind, Nature is a Preceptor ; and 
theſe are her inſflra#ive Leſions. To the pure in 
Heart, even Senſe is edifying ; and theſe are its deli- 
cate Moralities. 

The redundant Waters of the Canal, rolled off in 
a ſpreading Caſcade. Which, tumbling from many a 
little Precipice, ſoothed the Air with a Symphony of 
ſoft and gurgling Sounds. Nor ever intermitted the 
obliging Office, 


From Morn to Noon, from Noon to dewy Ewe. 


But, when the fanning Breezes dropt their Wings; 
when the feathered Choir were huſhed in Sleep; 
when not ſo much as a chirping Graſhopper, was 
heard throughout the Meads ; this liquid Inſtrument 
ſtill played its Solo : ſtill purſued its buſy Way, and 
warbled, as it flowed, melodious Murmurs. 

Aſp. Such, Theron; fo uniform, uninterrupted, and 
invariable, ſhould be u, Conformity to the divine 
Law. - But alas! thoſe facred Precepts are ſo exceeding 
broad, that the moſt enlarged human Obedience, is far 
from being commenturate to their Extent : fo ab/4- 
lutely hely, that our higheſt Attainments fall vaſtly 
ſhort of their exalted Perfection. How then can 
We expect Juſtification, from ſuch a conſummate Rule? 
How dare We place our Dependence, upon ſuch im- 
perfect Duties? Eſpecially, before a GO D of unerr- 
ing Diſcernment, and immaculate Purity. 

Ther. Becauſe Mankind are incapable of pleaſing 
ther MAKER, by yielding an ab/olats and invar- 
able Obedience to the moral Laut; docs it follow from 
thence, taag they cannot render themieli es acceptable 

2 to 
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to Him, by an univerſal Courſe of ſincere Obedience. 

Aſp. I think, it follows from what has been alrea- 
dy obſerved. If you defire new Arguments, they are 
at hand. | 

The Law, ſays the Teacher of the Gentiles, is the 
Miniſtration of Condemnation *. How can this be true, 
if it requires no more than a ſincere Obedience; ſuch 
as is proportioned to our infirm State ? If this be ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify, and intitle Us to our CREA T OR's 
Favour ; the Law ceaſes to be the Miniſtration of 
Condemnation. It becomes (which 1s flatly contra- 
dictory to the Apoſtle's Doctrine) the Miniſtration of 
Righteouſneſs. 

The Law is ſtiled, by the ſeme inſpired Teacher, 
A Schoolmaſter to bring Us to CHRIST +. How 
can it, upon your Suppoſition, be qualified for fuck 
an Office ? If a ſincere Obedience be the whole of its 
Demands, it can no longer direct us to CHRIST; 
it will no longer deliver Us over to a RE D E EM- 
E R's Merit; but muſt draw and attach Ls to f e. 
Teaching Us to look upon its Precepts, and our 
own conſcientious Obſervance of them, as the "Tenure 
of eternal Life. 

Do you inſiſt upon a third Proof? A third preſents 
itſelf. Not ſo much founded on Argumentation, as 

deduced 


42 Cor, iii. 7. In this Place I apprehend, the Apoſtle means 
the moral Law, and that principally. As that alone was Toritren 
and engrawen en Stones, Elſewhere, I believe, He uſes the Word 
in a larger Senſe; and intends: to exclude al Law whatever, from 
bearing any Share in our Juſtification, | 

+ Ga. iii. 24. TIaidznywyoc, A Schoolmaſter : who pretends 
not to fn /þ the Education of Youth ; but directs them to, and 
prepares them for, higher Studies, or nobler Emp'oys. The Law 
in like manner, aims not at furniſhing Us with a Title to Happi- 
neſs; but fits, diſpeſes, and diſciplines Us, for the all ſufficient K E- 
DEEMER. 

Some have thought, that 3 xgico ſignifies, Unt /i the Cemi ng 
ef CHRIST. But this will hardly conſiſt with the Genius of 
the Language, or with the Import of the following Clauſe, That 
ww- might be juſt fied by Faith, Beſides, this weald confine the 
Efficacy of the Law, to that Period of Time, which preceded our 
LOR D's Incarnation. Whereas, it Hi does, and alrvays will 
a# (until this Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption) in a Way of 
S.bſerviency to his Merits, 
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deduced from Example. How was Abraham , the 
Friend of G O D, and Father of the Faichiul, juſtih- 
ed? By a Courſe of fincere Obedience? No; but by 
Faith in the promiſed ME SS IA H. Abraham 


worked not, with a View to obtain Juſtification ; but 


believed on Him, who juſtified the Ungodly. How was 
David , the Man after G O D's own Heart, juſtified? 
By his Zeal for the LO R D and by his eminent Ser- 
vices? No; but by a Righteouſneſs imputed : even 
that Righteouſneſs of the bleſſed REDEEMER, 
through which © Iniguity is forgiven, and Sin pardoned. 
And can We be ſaid to walk humbly, or can We 
be thought to walk ſurely, if, reſuſing to tread in the 
Steps of theſe exemplary Saints, We divert into a Path 
of our own deviliing? _ 

Ther. Of our own deviſing ! — No, my Friend: 
there is a mi/der Law introduced by the Goſpel, con- 
deſcending and mercitul to our Infirmities, which ac- 
cepts of Sincerity inſtead of perfe& Obedience. 

Aſp. When was this milder Law introduced, and 
the ſtricter abrogated ? — Not upon the Entrance of 
Sin, I preſume. At this Rate, the original Law muſt 
be the Creature of a few Days, perhaps of a few Hours 
only. But can We imagine, that the all-wiſe and un- 
changeable G O D would ordain a Syſtem of Precepts, 
to be diſanulled, as ſoon as enacted ? — Not in our 
LORD's Time, I am very certain. That holy Com- 
mandment, which requires ſupreme Love to GOD, 
and perfect Charity to Men, He aſſures Us, was till in 
Force. Nay, it is evident, from the Nature of the 
DEITY, and from our Relation to one another, 

N 3 'That 


* Theſe two Examples are with the trueſt Judgment ſelected, 
and with the utmoſt Propriety applied. Rom. iv. 4, Sc. Rum. vi. 
6, Sc — Abrabam was the moſt illuſtrious Pattern of Piety, among 
the Fewiſh Patriarchs : In Glory there was None like bim. Fc- 
clus. xliv. 19. David was the molt zealous and ſeraphic of their 
Kings: A Man after G O D's «wn Heart. 1. Sam. xiii. 14. If nei- 
ther of theſe was juſtified by his own Obedience; but each by an 
imputed Righteouſneſs: If they both obtained Acceptance with 
G O D, not as wpright Beings, who might claim it; but as fin- 
ful Creatures, who muſt implore it; the Conſequence is g'aring. 
It is ſuch, as muſt ſtrike every attentive Underſtanding, and mult 
affect every individual Perſon. 

+ Matt, xvii. 37. 38. 39. 
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'T hat it always will be in Force; that it can never 
ceaſe ; but is neceſſary and everlaſting. 

A milder Laws, condeſcending to our Infirmities 
What can be the Purport of ſuch an Inſtitution ? It 
muſt be ſuppoſed to ſpeak the following Language; 
«« Be it known unto You, O Children of Adam, that 
« You are no longer injoined to love the LORD with 
all your Strength, nor to love your Neighbour as 
« yourſelves. Once, indeed, I inſiſted upon abſo- 
« lute Purity of Heart; 2owv | can diſpenſe with ſome 
« Degree of evil Concupiſcence. Since CHRIST is 
come, and his Goſpel preached, You need not al- 
ways be clothed with Humility ; but may feel ſome 
« little Emotions of Pride. In ſhort; becauſe You 
© are weak, | will cormive; or even accommodate 
« my Demands to your enfeebled and depraved Con- 
« dition.” 

Not to urge, (what muſt be ſhocking to every Ear) 
That ſuch a Doctrine would make the HOLY ONE 
of GOD, a Miniſter of Sin; and the Goſpel of our 
Salvation, a Patent for Licentiouſneſs. Let me only 
aſk—Does this agree with our LORD's Declaration ? 
One Fot or Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, till 
all be fulfilled *. Is this ſuitable to the Perfections 
of the divine LEGISLATOR ? With whom is no Va- 
riableneſs, nor Shadow of turning ? Will this con- 
ſiſt with the avowed Reſolution of the Almighty JE- 
HOVAH ? He will magnify ile Lau, and make it ho- 
nourable J. 

Ther. However You may decry, what I call the 
milder Law, St. Paul aſſerts it to be the Chriflian 
Scheme. This he ſtrenuouſly argues for, as the only 
Scheme by which any Man can be juſtified in the 
Sight of GOD. 

Aſp. Does He, Theron? In what Epiſtle * What 
Chapter? What Verſe? He ſays, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Galatian Converts; J do not fruſtrate the 
Grace of GOD ; for, if Righteouſneſs come by the Law, 
then CHRIST is dead in wain\|. From which . 


Ec 


E 


* Matt. v. 18. + James i, 17. 1 Ifai. xlii. 21. 
Cal. ii. 21. 


— 
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We learn two very momentous Truths. That, to de- 
rive a juſtifying Righteouſneſs from the Law, is not 
only derogatory to the Honour of Grace, but ſubver/iwe 
of its very Being That, by ſeeking to be juſtified 
by our own conſcientious Behaviour, We make, as iar 
as in Us lies, the Death of CHN I a vain Thing; 
for which there was no Occaſion, and of which there 
is no Uſe. 

To the ſame Purpoſe it is written in that in valuable 
Epiſtle to the Romans +; I they which are of the Law 
be Heirs; if they, who truit to their own Periormance 
of the Law, are thereby intitled to the heaveniy In- 
heritance ; Faith is made void, and the Promiſe made of 
none Effect. See now, my Friend, the Fendency 
of your Opinion! It is not a mere ſpeculative Miſtake ; 
an Error of inconſiderable Conſequence ; but ſuch as 
ſtrikes at the Fundamentals of the Goſpel. Inftead of 
being the only Chri/tian Scheme, it totally overthrows 
+ Chriftianity itſelt. For it would render the Pro- 
miſe abortive, and ſuperſede the Neceſſity of Faith. 
It would deſtroy the very Exiſtence of Grace, and 
make even the Death of CHRIST a ſuperfluous Tranſ- 
action. 

Ther. This I ſee, Aſpaſio; That the Method of ob- 
taining Acceptance on Account of our own Sincerity, 
is a benign Expedient; ſuch as correſponds with the 
compaſſionate Nature of the DEITY ; and is what the 


+ Rom. iv. 13. 
1. St. Paul ſays of thoſe Preachers, who taught Juſtification by 
the Works of the Law, They would pervert, or (as the Original 


peTarena may be tranſlated) ſubvert and overthrow the Geſpel- 


of CHRIST. To pervert, give a wrong Turn, or a faiſe Col-ur, 
ſeems not to expreſs fully the Apoſtle's Idea, nor to preſerve the 
native Energy of his Argument. The Greek Word correſponds 
with the Hebrew JD, which is generally rendered evertere. 
Gal. 1. 7. 

It may be worth our while, to tranſcribe Beza's Deſcant upon 
the Paſſage : which is no lets pertinent, than it is important. 
Quid enim magis contrarium eft Fidei, five gratuite Juſſificationi, 
guam Fuſt ſicatio ex Lege, ſive Meritis, non CHRISTI ſed neſtris ? 
It aque gui volunt iſta, duo conciliare, magis etiam ſunt inepti, 
guam fi quis cenetur Lutem cum Tenebris, Mortem cum Vita con- 


jungere, 
I Wow Apoltle 


—  - _ * 
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Apoſtle ſtyles, being juſtified by Faith, withiut the Deeds 
of the Law. 
£/p. How! To be juſtified by Faith, and juſtified 


by Sincerity, the /ame Thing! Is it poſſible, that 
theſe ſhould be equivalent Terms? —. Let me illuſtrate 
my Meaning by a Similitude, which our preſent Situa- 
tion ſuggeits. Sometimes, an eaſy Compariſon 1s more 
convincing, than a laboured Argument. 

From this pleaſing Eminence, We command an ex- 
tenfive View of the Country. Our Eye connects the 
artleſs Grendeur of Nature, with the elegant Embel- 
Iiſhments of the Summer-houſe. Nor 1s the public 
Road the leaſt entertaining Part of the Scene. Becauſe, 
it preſents Us with a mowing Pidure ; with a perpetual 
Succeſſion of new Objects. How many Travelers 
have paſſed in Review, ſince We took our Seat in this 
agreeable Elevation! Juſt at this Inſtant, a Szage-coach 
bolts out of the Lane : filled, I preſume, with Paſ- 
ſengers, that reſide in the Neighbourhood, or are to 
lodge in the next Market-town. We will ſuppoſe 
them ſet down at their Journey's End. An Acquaint- 
- ance viſits them: congratulates them on their Arrival: 
and aſks that cuſtomary Queſtion, © How they came?” 


«« ourſelves; yet by walking, as well, and as far, as 
% We were able.” Is this Anſwer intelligible ? Are 
theſe two Methods of traveling con/i//ent ? So intelligi- 
ble is my Friend's Doctrine. So conſiſtent is Juſtifi- 
cation, vouchſaſed without the Deeds of the Law; 
and Juſtification obtained, by performing the Deeds of 
the Law, as well as We are able. 

Ther. Without the Law, ſignifies, without the Ne- 
ceſſity of an exact and wnerring Conformity to it. 

Aſp. This is not without, but by the Law, qualified 
in the Rigour of its Demands, and departing ſome- 
what from the Perfection of its Precepts. Could You 
affirm, with any Propriety, that this Part of the He- 
miſphere is without the Sun? Becauſe, an intervening 
Cloud has moderated its Fervour, and abated its 


Glare, 
What 


We came, ſay they, without walking a Step. 


ec e. 2 


2 
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What ſays the Apoſtle? His Words in another Place, 
will determine his Meaning in this. If a State of Ac- 
ceptance with GOD, be of Works ; be referable to our 
own Obedience, whether ſincere or perfect; it ig no 
more of Grace. Works and Grace, in Point of Juſti- 
fication, are irreconcilable Oppoſites 7. They mutu- 
ally vacate each other. 

But why do I ſpeak of Grace? If my Friend's 
Opinion prevail, Grace is at an End. What We 
took to be the Goſpel, turns out a Covenant of 
Works. Salvation ceaſes to be a free Gift, and be- 
comes a neceſſary Payment. For, to Him that worketh, 
that performeth what the Law requires, 7s the Reward 
not reckoned of Grace ; but He may claim it, as Matter 
of Debt |. 

Ther. You take no Notice of what I urged, con- 
cerning the Benignity of this Scheme ; and how much 
55 — the Clemency of the great LEGISLA- 

R. 

Aſp. But why ſhould Clemency erect its Throne, on 
the Ruins of almoſt every other Attribute? This 
Method would diſhonour the Veracity of GOD ; which 
has denounced a Curſe, upon every Deviation from 
his revealed Will. It would depretiate the Aadmini- 
ration of his Juſtice; which cannot but puniſh, what- 
ever violates his facred Precepts. It would greatly 
derogate from the Dignity of his Law, and make it a 
mere Thing of Wax. To bend; and truckle; and 
_— its Form, from the Sin and Weakneſs of human 

ature. 


Ther. Wall the divine Law then make no favourable 


Allowances for human Infirmities, for conſtitutional 
Faults, and Strength of Paſſion ? 


* Rom. xi. 6. The Paſſage produced by Aſpaſio, refers immedi- 
ately to the Doctrine of Election, and but remotely to the Privi- 
lege of Jultification, However, as the former includes the latter, 
if that be perfectly free, this cannot be the Conſequence of Works. 
The Argument, thercfore, I apprehend, is concluſive, tho* the 
Proof is not ſo direct. 

+ E diametro inter ſe opponuntur, Moſes & JESUS CHRIS- 
TUS : Lex & Prem o: facere & credere : Opera & Fides: 
Merces & Donum, Bengel. } Rom. iv. 4. 


N 5 Aſp. 


/ 
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Aſp. Far be it ſrom me to repreſent the Law of 
the MOST HIGH, either more ſtrict, or more 
yielding, than it really is. To avoid all Poſſibility 
of ſuch a Miſtake, let Us hear the Declaration of the 
Law itſelf. Curſed is every One that continueth not in all 
Things, that are woritten in the Book of the Law to do 
them *. 

Every One; without any Exception of Perſons ; 
without any Regard to Pleas, either of human Weak- 
neſs, or violent Temptation. That continueth not; 
it is not enough to obſerve theſe holy Commandments, 
in the general Tenour of our Converſation. Our 
Courſe of Obedience muſt be without any Intermiſſi- 
on; from the earlieſt Dawn of Reaſon, to the lateſt 
Period of Life. In all Things ; We muſt refrain from 
all the Sins, that are forbidden, and from every Ap- 


proach towards them. We muſt practiſe all the Vir- 


tues, that are injoined, and in their ful] Extent of Per- 
fection. a 

In a Word; the Law inſiſts upon Obedience; per- 
fect in its Principle; perfect in all its Parts; perfect in 
every Degree; and in each of theſe Reſpects perpetual +. 
The leaſt Defrciency in any one Particular, ex- 
_ to divine Vengeance ; and, notwithſtanding an 


epentance for Tranſgreſſions, notwithſtanding all Pre- 


tenſions to Sincerity of Heart, ſubjects to a tremendous 
Curſe. 

Theron pauſed. He ſcemed to be ſtruck with Sur- 
priſe. But rallying his Thoughts, replied. If this 
be the Senſe of the Paſſage, who of all Fleſh can be 
ſaved? N = 
Aſp. Say rather ; If the Extent of the divine Law 
be ſo inlarged, if its Demands be ſo high, and its 
Sanction ſo awfully rigorous; then muſt every Mouth 
be ſtopped then is all the World become guilty be- 


fore 


* Gal iii. 10. 


+ That the Law inſiſts upon an Obedience, abſolutely perfect, 
will be' farther evident to the attentive Reader; if He conſiders 
the Tenour of St. Paul's Argumentation, in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, and to the Galatians, Particularly Rom. iii. 23. iv. 15. 
Gal. iii. 21. 
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fore GOD and, by the Works of the Law ſhall no 
Man living be juſtified. © 

| Ther. Will not ſuch exceſſively ſevere Doctrine, 
drive People into Deſpondency, or even drown them in 
Deſpair ? 

Aſp. No, Theron ; unleſs it be ſuch a Deſpair, as is 
the Parent of heavenly Hope; and productive of thoſe 
amiable Twins, Peace and Joy. A Deſpair, I mean, 
of being reconciled to our offended GOD, and of ob- 
taining eternal Happineſs, by any Satisfaction or any 
Duties of our own. 

Ther. Surely, You forget the gracious Manifefto, 
publiſhed by the condeſcending KING of Heaven; F 
there be firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted, according to 
what a Man hath, not according to what he hath not *. 
Is it not plain from this Text, that infinite Goodneſs 
will admit our honeſt, though imperfect Endeavours. 
And, ſince We are not able to pay an unfinning, will 
mercifully accept our % Obedience. 

Aſp. I do not forget, but poſſibly my Friend may 
miſapply the gracious Manife/to. To whom was the 
Word of this Conſolation ſent? Fo true Believers ; 
who had given their own ſelves to the LORD + ; who 
were eſtabliſhed in CHRIST A; and abounded in Faith F. 
If you likewiſe, my dear Theron, acknowledge 
yourſelf a wile Sinner in your worſt, and an wnprofita- 
ble Servant in your beſt Eſtate : if, in conſequence of 
this Acknowledgment, You fly for Refuge to the 
Wounds of a crucified SAVIOUR ; and rely, for Sal- 
vation, only on his Obedience unto Death : then, You 
imitate thoſe Corinthian Converts. Then You may ap- 
ply that indulgent Declaration to Yourſelf. And then 
would I venture to addreſs You, in the elegant and 
chearing Language of the royal PREACHER; Go thy 
Way, eat thy Bread with Foy, and drink thy Wine with 
a merry Heart ; for GOD now accepteth || both thy Per- 
ſon and thy Performances. 


But 
* 2 Cor. viii. 12. + 2 Cor. viii. 5. 1 2 Cor. i. 21, 
2 Cor. viii. 7. 


| Ecclef. ix. 7.— Aſpaſic's Remark diſcovers an Amligu'ty in 
the Word accepted, lt People mean, That ſincere Obedience ſhall 


be 
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But, if You overlook the Righteouſneſs of the blef- 
ſed FESUS ; if You depend upon Yourſelf, and your 
own Attainments ; You are (how ſhall I ſpeak it!) not 
accepted, but accurſed. In ſuch a Cafe, You have 
already heard your Doom denounced by Moſes, and 
may hear it ratified by the Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; As 
many as are of the Works of the Law, who ſeek Juſtih- 
eation by their own Obſervance of its Commands, are 
under the Curſe þ. 

Ther. Under the Curſe! Becauſe, our Attempts to 
obey, though faithfully exerted, are attended with De- 
fects ! Is not this unreaſonable and ſhocking ? Unrea- 
ſonable, that the GOD of Juitice ſhould eſtabliſh a Law 
of ſuch conſummate Perfection, as no Child of Adam 
can, even with his utmoſt Aſſiduity and Care, fulhl ? 
Sh3cking, that the GOD of Mercy ſhould thunder out 
ſo ſevere a Denunciation, on the leaſt inadvertent 
Breach, on every unavoidable Failure? — This exceeds 
the relentleſs Rigour of Draco, or the tyrannical Im- 
Poſitions of the Ag yptian Taſk-maſters. Draco is ſaid 
to have written his Laws in Blood. Yet He never en- 
acted ſuch Inſtitutions, as were abſolutely too ſtrict 
and difficult to be obſerved. And, tho' the Ægyptian 
Taſk-maſfters inſiſted upon the full Tale of Bricks, 
without allowing the neceſſary Proportion of Straw, 
yet the Puniſhment they inflicted, was incomparably 
leis than everlaſting Deſtruction. 

Aſp. Had GOD Almighty's Deſign in delivering his 
Law to fallen Mankind, been, to propound the Means 
of their Juſtification; your Argument would have been 
valid, and your Inference undeniable. But the SU- 
PREME LEGISLATOR had a very ditferent, a far 

more 


be accepted, as their ju ſying Righteouſneſs ; as that which con- 
ſtitutes their Title to everlaſting Fe icity : the Propoſition is abſo- 
Jutely falſ-.—If they mean, that the ſincere Obedience of Be- 
levers, though very imperfect in itſelf, ſhall be graciouſly regarded 
in CHRIST, and find Favour through his all-recommending Me- 
rit: it is unqueſtionably true—As the Ef of Faith, We may 
rejoice in it, with the happy Apoſtle, 2 Cor. i. 12. As the Con- 
ten of our Juſtification, We muſt renounce it with holy Je, 


Chap. ix. 15. 
+ Cal iii. 10 


gie. 

Way 

lity, 
F a 
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more myſterious End. However, before I proceed 
to touch upon this Point, let me deſire to know your 
Sentiments. 

For what Reaſons, think you, was the Law or- 
dained ? 

Ther. For what Reaſons ?—To deter Men from the 
Commiſſion of Vice, and excite them to the Practice 
of Virtue. To ſet before them a Rule for their 
Conduct; which if they diligently obſerve, they ſhall 
be rewarded with eternal Happineſs ; which if they 
preſumptuouſly tranſgreſs, they ſhall be puniſbed with 
eternal Miſery. 

Aſp. The Law is undoubtedly a Rule of Conduct 
to All, not the Condition of eternal Happineſs to 
Any. If Man had never fallen, this Doctrine had 
been ſound Divinity ; and this Method, a practicable 
Scheme. But, ever ſince the Fall, ſuch a Way of Sal- 
vation, is ſomewhat like the North-Eaft Paſſage. As 
Mountains of Ice, and the ſevereſt Rigours of Win- 
ter, block up this: ſo, extreme Impotence in Man, 
and the utmoſt Perfection in the Law, bar up that. — 
The Law, faith the Apoſtle, 7s weak; is incapable 
of furniſhing Us with a Title to the heavenly Feli- 
city *. Not through any Defect in its Precgpts, but 
through the Fl ; through the Inability of our degene- 
rate Nature. 

Yet I muſt confeſs, You are not alone in this 
Opinion. Multitudes have unwarily entertained the 
ſame Notion. Not apprehenſive, that they fruſtrate 
hereby the Grace of GOD, and render it of none 
Effect with regard to themſelves. ——lIf You examine 
the /criptural Account, You will find it quite of ano- 
ther Strain. 

Ther. Pray let me hear the ſcriptural Account. For, 
whenever thoſe piving ORACLESs ſpeak, Iam all At- 

teation. 


* Therefore he ſays in another Place; IF there had been a Law 
given, which could have given Life, Gal. iii. 21. It is the ſame 
Way of ſpeaking, and intended to denote the very ſame Inpaſſibi- 
lity, which is implied in that Speech of FEHOY AH to Abrabam ; 
JF a Man can number the Duſt of the Earth, Gen, xiii. 16, 
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tention. Where-ever they interpoſe their Authority, 
I am all Submiſſion. | 

Aſp. By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin +. Far from 
being our Juſtifier, it is our Accuſer. It arraigns, and 
proves Us guilty. It demonſtrates, beyond all Poſſi- 
bility of Contradiction, that the very beſt among Us, 
have failed and come ſhort of our Duty; nay, that 
the very beſt among Us, have done amiſs, and dealt 
wickedly. 

1 was alive without the Law once, ſays the Apoſtle . 
I thought myſelf upright and holy; and intitled, by 
Virtue of theſe Qualifications, to Life eternal. But 
ewhen the Commandment came, ſhining in its Purity, and 
operating with Power, Sin revived; a clear and lively 
Senſe of Guilt ſhot, like a piercing Ray, through all 
my Soul. I ſaw myſelf chargeable with many paſt 
Provocations, I felt myſelf ſubject to much remaining 
Corruption. In conſequence of which, 7 died; my 
vain Conceits were blaſted ; my preſumptuous Hopes 
expired: I could nat but acknowledge myſelf juſtly 
liable to Condemnation and Death. 

Ther. It had this Effect on Saul, when He was a 
malignant and barbarous Perſecutor. But, when Peo- 
ple are wrtuous and benevolent, what Purpoſe does it 
then ſerve? 

Aſp. A very important one. Yet ſuch as may, 
probably, at the firſt Hearing, affect You with a little 
Surpriſe. Tbe Law entered, ſays the Apoſtle, that Sin 
might 

Ther. Be reſtrained, no doubt. 

Aſp. That Sin might abourd||, is the Aſſertion. 

Ther. Surpriſing indeed! Is it poſſible that GOD's 
Law ſhould give Countenance to Sin? Nay, add Spurs 
to the Sinner ? 

Aſp. Let Us beware of miſtaking our ſacred Caſuiſt. 
The Law entered, not that the Commiſion of Sin might 
be authorized, but that the Abundance of our Sins might 
be manifeſted. That all Mankind, even your virtu- 
ous Perſons, may perceive the great Impurity of their 

Hearts; 
7 Rom. iii. 20. Rom. vii. 9. || Rom. v. 8. 
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Hearts“; may diſcern the vaſt Multitude of their Ini- 
quities; together with the utter Impertection of their 
higheſt Attainments, and beſt Services. 

'This End could not be anſwered by a Law, relaxed 
in its Demands, or warping to our Weakneſs ; only 
by a Syſtem of Precepts, every Way exact, and in all 


Degrees perfect. Whoever would repreſent to his 
Neighbour, the Spots that ſully, or the Scars that diſ- 
figure his Countenance, muſt effect his Deſign, not by 
a ſtained, but by a pure Mirror. 

Ther. The Knowledge of Sin, and a Conwiction of our 
exceeding Sinfulneſs ! "Theſe are Intentions, which I 
ſhould not have ſuſpected, 

Aſp. Theſe are not all. There is another Intention 
of the Law, equally neceſſary, and no leſs awful. 
It reveals the Wrath of GOD, on all Ungodlineſs and 
Unrighteouſneſs of Men+.—Having ſet before the Sin- 
ner, his innumerable Offences, and enormous Guilt ; 
it denounces the Doom, which he deſerves. It un- 
ſheaths the Sword of Juſtice, and threatens the Offen- 
der with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of 
the LORD. 

Ther. A modern Writer ſuppoſes, that GOD may 
ſet aſide the Law, in Favour of frail Men. I might 
far more reaſonably ſuppoſe, that He would mitigate 
the Law, on the ſame Conſideration. But what You 
urge, makes me afraid to lean on ſo precarious a 
Prop. 

Aſp. To look for Comfort and Salvation from this 
Quarter, would be to lean, as the Arabian Proverb 
ſpeaks, on a Wave of the Sea: which will not only fail 
to ſupport, but will certainly ſwallow up, the unad- 
viſed and raſh Depender. 

No, Theron ; rather than the divine Law ſhould loſe 
its Honours, Sodom and Gomorrah were laid in Aſhes; 
the antient World was deſtroyed with a Deluge ; the 
preſent Fraine of Nature is deftined to the Flames, and 


all 


And therefore was Law given them, to evince 


Their natural Pravity, Milt. B. XII. 287. 
+ Rom. i. 18. 


5 
I. 
. 
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- Argument. 
ou are a Sportſman, Theron, and delight in the 
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all its unholy Inhabitants muſt be doomed to Hell. 
Nay, rather than the leaſt Tittle ſhould paſs unaccom- 
pliſhed, its Curſe has been executed on GOD's own 
SON, and all its Injunctions have been fulfilled in the 
Perſon of FESUS CHRIST. | 

Ther. As I dare not confide in the modern provi- 
ſionary Salvo, ſo neither can I accede to your ſevere 
and terrifying Notions. The Laws of a wiſe and 
beneficent Governor, are calculated for the Good of 
his Subjects. What Good can accrue to Us, from 
NY ſuch a Sentence, and poſſeſſing ſuch Convic- 
trons 

Aſp. Much and various. Though I might men- 
tion many Advantages, I ſhall content myſelf with ſe- 
lecting one. Which is not only valuable in itſelf, but 
the Introduction to every ſpiritual non, Hence 
We are taught to ſee our Danger : hence We are made 
to feel f that We may no longer ſleep in 


Security, but ſollicitouſly look out for Deliverance, and 


gladly accept the ſovereign Remedy. 

Ther. The Law then, according to your Repreſen- 
tation, is intended to accuſe me to conviet me to 
condemm me. So it becomes, inſtead of a ſalutary, a 
killing Syſtem. 

Aſp. The Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life *. 
If We adhere to the literal Senſe, without attending 
to the ſpiritual Deſign: if We regard only the Pre- 
cept and the Sanction, as they Rand in themſelves : 


and neither conſider, nor improve them, as acting in 


Subſerviency to the MEDIATOR's Righteouſneſs ; 
they are doubtleſs a killing Ordinance, and bind Us 
down under a Sentence of Death.—But rightly im- 
proved Hold! Let me proceed no farther with the 


manly Recreations of the Field. You muſt therefore 
have read that fine Poem, which ſo elegantly deſcribes 

your favourite Diverſion. | 
Ther. The Chack, I ſuppoſe, You mean. | 
Aſp. 


* 2 Cor, iii. 6, 
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Aſp. The ſame.— Do You remember the large De- 
ſcription of the royal Stag Chace ? 

Ther. Perfectly well. It is not a Week, ſince I pe- 
ruſed the whole Paſſage, and with as much Pleaſure, 
as if it had been intirely new. 

Aſp. Then You can give me a Summary of the agree- 
able Narrative. 

Ther. I can. But will not this Chace lead Us away 
very far from our Subject? 

A. Perhaps, not fo far as You imagine. I have a 
Reaſon for my Requeſt. | | | 

Ther. What Reaſon, I beſeech You? 

Aſp. You ſhall ſoon know. Only favour me with 
the Account. 

Ther. I proteſt, I cannot diſcern the leaſt Connecti- 
on, between theſe rural Sports, and the grand Topic 
of our Converſation. However, ſince You command, 
I will implicitly obey. - 

The Stag, rouſed from his Lair, ſhakes his dappled 
Sides; tofles his beamy Head; and, conſcious of ſu- 
porn Agility, ſeems to defy the gathering Storm. — 

ou ſee, ſpeaking of Poetry, I have catched ſome- 
thing of the poetical Strain. ; 

Aſp. This inlivened Manner excites my Eagerneſs, - 
and makes me more deſirous to hear the Sequel. | 

Ther. Firſt, He has Recourſe to Stratagem, and eva- 
ſive Shifts. He plunges into the Copſe; darts acroſs 
the Glade; and wheels about in doubling Mazes ; as 
tho“ He would purſue even the Foe He avoids. The 
full-mouthed Pack unravel all his Windings, and drive 
Him from his wily Arts. 

Now, He betakes himſelf to Flight, and confides 
in his ſpeed. He burſts through the Woods; bounds 
over the Lawnsz and leaves the lagging Beagles far 
behind. The Beagles flow, but ſure, trace his Steps, 
through Woods, through Lawns, through halt the 
extended Foreſt, Unwearied, ftill unwearied, they 
urge their ardent Way, and gain upon the alarmed 
Object of their Purſuit. | | 

Again He flies. Flies with redoubled Swiftneſs. 
Shoots down the Steep; ſtrains up the Hill; ane 

takes 
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takes ſhelter in the inmoſt Receſs of ſome ſequeſtered 
Grove. The ſagacious Hounds hang, with greedy 
Noftrils, on the Scent. They recover, by indefatiga- 
ble Aſſiduity, the Ground they had loſt. Up they 
come a third time; and, joining in a general Pea] of 
Vengeance, hurry the affrighted Animal from his ſhort. 
Concealment. 

Perplexed, and in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, He ſeeks the 
numerous Herd. He would loſe himſelf, and elude 
his Purſuers, amidſt the Multitude of his Fellows. But 
they, unconcerned for a Brother's Woe, ſhun the mi- 
ſerable Creature, or expel him from the ſelfiſh Circle. 
Abandoned by his Aſſociates, and haunted with Ap- 


prehenſions of approaching Ruin, He trembles at eve- 


ry Leaf that ſhakes. He ſtarts; He ſprings; and wild, 
and ſwift as the Wind, flies He knows not where, yet 
pours all his Soul in Flight. Vain, vain are his Ef- 
forts. The horrid Cry, lately leſſened, thickens upon 
the Gale, and thunders in his Ear. Now, the poor 


breathleſs Victim is full in View. His 1 


forſakes him. His Agility is ſpent. See! how He 
toils in yonder Valley, with faultering Limbs, and a 
hobling Gait. The Sight of their Game, quickens 
the Pace, and whets the Ardour of the impetuous 
Hounds, With tumultuous Violence they ruſh in, and 
with clamorous Joy demand their Prey. | 

What can He do? Surrounded as he is with inſult- 
ing Tongues, and ravenous Jaws? Deſpair is capable 
of inſpiriting even the timorous Beaſt. Having 3 
to hope, He forgets to fear. He faces about, an 
makes a reſolute Stand. The Trunk of a ſturdy Tree 
covers his Rear; and his own branching Horns defend 
him in Front. He ruſhes upon his Adverſaries; goars 
ſome ; lays others groveling on the Turf; and makes 
the whole coward Pack give way. 

Encouraged by this unexpected Succeſs, his Hopes 
revive. He rallies once again his drooping Spirits; 
exerts the little Remainder of his Strength ; and 
ſprings through the mid{t of the retiring Rout. _—— It 
is his laſt, laſt Chance. He ftretches every Nerve; 


once more loſes ſight of the Rabble from the Kennel ; 


and, 
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and, finding no Security on the Land, takes to the 
Water. He fails down the Stream, and ſkulks away to 
the Verge of ſome little ſhelving Iſland. There, find- 
ing a Reſting-place for his Feet, He links cloſe to the 
ſhady Margin. All immerſed in the Wave, excepting 
only his Noſtrils, He baftles, for a while, the prying 
Eye of Man, and the keener Smell of Brute. 

Diſcovered, at length, and forced to quit this un- 
availing Refuge, He climbs the ſlippery Bank. Unable 
to fly any longer, He ſtands at Bay againſt an aged Wil- 
low. Stands, all faint with Toil, and ſobbing with 
Anguiſh. The Crouds that gather round Him, with 
mercileſs and outrageous 'I'ranſport, triumph in his 
Miſery. A Multitude of blood-thirſty Throats, joined 
with the. ſonorous Horn, ring his funeral Knell. 
The Tears, till this fatal Inſtant, unknown, guſh from 
his languiſhing Eyes, and roll down his reeking Cheeks. 
He caſts one more Look on the Woods, the Lawns, the 
pleaſing Scenes of his former Delights ; and, deter- 
mined to die, prepares to ſell his Life as dear as poſſible. 

At this moſt critical Jun&ure, the royal Sportſman 
comes up. He ſees the diſtreſſed Creature ; and, as 
ſoon as He ſees, He pities. The Clemency which at- 
tends the Throne, accompanies even the Diverſions of 
Majeſty. He iſſues the high Command. The prohi- 
bitory Signal is given. The Pack, though raving for 
Blood, are checked in a Moment. And not checked 
only, but called off from the Chace. So that they leave 
the intended Victim of their Fury, to enjoy his Liberty, 
his Safety, and his Eaſe again. 

I have now followed the Stag, till I have tired your 
Patience. Why did You ſuffer me to run on, at this 
extravagant Rate? You know, I am, on theſe favourite 
Topics, an everlaſting Talker. 

Aſp. Why this Apology, 1 heron ? I am ſure, You did 
not ſee my Lips yawn, or my Head nod, while You 
was purſuing your Subject. Beſides, | intend to make 
Reprizals, and put your Attention to the ſame Tryal. 

Thus the Strictneſs of the Law purſues the Soul; 
diſlodges it from every Refuge of Lies; and never re- 
mits its terrifying Menaces, till the poor quent 
ceales 


— 
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ceaſes from Self-confidence, and fixes on CHRIST for 


his whole Salvation “. 

The Man, perhaps, is awakened into a ſerious Con- 
cern for his eternal State. In conſequence of which, 
He relinquiſhes his profane and iniquitous Practices: 
Breaks the Sabbath, and defrauds his Neighbour no 
more.—But the Law quickly repreſents, and in a glar- 
ing Light, that a Negative Obedience is by no means 
ſufficient, to deliver from the Wrath to come. 

Upon this, He betakes Himſelf to a Courſe of po- 
tive Holineſs. Gets acquainted with religious People, 
and performs religious Duties. Prays in ſecret, and at- 
tends public Ordinances. Conſcientiouſly obſerves the 
LORD's Day, and regulates his Behaviour by the Rule 
of GOD's Commandments. Now, He is ready to 
congratulate Himſelf on his remarkable and hopeful 
Reformation. | 

Soon He perceives, that all his Proficiency is but 
Skin-deep: a mere outſide Varniſh : which has not pe- 
netrated the inner Man. He begins, therefore, to 
watch over the Motions, and bewail the Evils of his 
Heart. He labours to ſabdue Pride, and curb Paſſion ; 
to purge out filthy Luſts, and to baniſh ſpiritual Wick- 
edneſs. Notwithſtanding all his Vigilance, Conſcience 
flies in his Face, either 2 the Neglect of ſome Virtue, 
or the Commiſſion of ſome Sin. The Law rings in 
his Ear that dreadſul Denunciation ; “ Curſed is He, 
that performeth not a// Things.” | 

Struck by this Conviction, his Wounds bleed afreſh. 
He is obliged to ſeek ſome new Balm for his Sore. In 
order to appeaſe an offended G OD, and atone for his 
ſinful Relapſes, He makes many ſorrowful Confeſſions ; 
r ſubmits to voluntary Sufferings. He denies 

imſelf, and beſtows liberally on the Poor. He ſighs 
deephy, and mourns bitterly.— But can Waters that are 
muddy, cleanſe the Garment that is filthy? Wilt Thou 
ſatisfy, O vain Man, for one Sin, by committing 
another? In thee penitential Exerciſes, were your 

Thoughts 


Lex Hominem urget, donec is ad CHRISTUM confugit. Tum 
ipſa dicit ; Aſylum es nactus; deſino Te perſequi ; ſapis ſalvus es. 
. Bengel. 
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Thoughts ſteadily devout ? In thoſe Acts of Benefi- 


cence, was your Heart warmly affectionate? If not, 
ſuch fanſied Reparations of paſt Faults, only aggravate 
the heavy Score. 

What ſhall He do? He cannot pay. To beg He is 
aſhamed. Fain would He enter into Life, yet not be 
too much indebted to Grace. He attempts therefore. 
to compound with Heaven. He binds Himielf by ſolemn, 
perhaps by ſacramental Engagements, to uſe greater 
Circumſpection for the future. Then turns his Eye to 
the divine MEDIA T OR; not with a View of rely- 
ing wholly on his Righteouſneſs ; but only to obtain 
ſuch a Supply, as may make up the Deficiencies of his 
own.—Somewhat like this was the Miſtake of the Ga- 
latian Converts ; againſt which St. Paul, in his Epiſtle 
to that People, ſo ſolidly diſputes, and ſo ſharply in- 
veighs®. 

For a while, He holds faſt his purpoſed Integrity. 
At length, falling notoriouſly ſhort, in executing his 
Part, a ſtartling Voice ſounds in his Ear that dreadful 
Alarm, ** Curſed is He that continueth not.“ His 
Heart ſinks with Diſcouragement, and all his Reſolu- 
tions hang their enfeebled Heads. He has tried every 
Method, that He can deviſe; and has found every Me- 
thod ineffectual. All his Expedients are a Spider's Web, 
and his Hope is as the giving up of the Ghoſt. 

His Soul, purſued by a, N and hunted by Ter- 
ror, is brought to the Gates of Death, or the very 
Brink of Deſpair. And now the KING of Kings, 
pow the LORD our Righteouſneſs, appears for his 
Reſcue. Now is accompliſhed that gracious Declarati- 
on: O Iſrael, thou haſt defiroyed thyſelf, but in me ts thy 
Helpþ+.—Driven from every falſe Refuge, and drawn 
by the bleſſed SPIRIT), He comes weary and dear 

aden 


* Sharply indeed! For, inſtead of faluting them, under the ho- 
nourable Title of Saints and Faith in CHRI*T FESUS, He 
ſtigmatizes them With that ſevere Appellation, O fo9iſÞ Galatians * 
And as to their Practice, which was a Departure from Juſtih- 
cation by CI7RIST alone, He ſtyles it, not merely an Error, but 
an Frror of the moſt miſchievous and horrid Kiad—ar Infatuatien 


2 Bewitchery, Tis eCaorae, Gal. zii. 1. 
+ Hoſ. xill. 9. 
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laden to CHRIST. Convinced of the Sin of his Na- 
ture, the Sin of his Life, and the Sin of his beſt Du- 
ties, He renounces Himſelf in every View. This is 
all his Salvation, and all his Deſire, that He may win 
CHRIST, and be found in Him. Did that poor al- 
flicted Woman ſay? I may but touch his Garment, 1 


hall be whole. With equal Ardor does this inlightened 


Sinner cry; © If I may but have Fellowſhip with the 
« glorious IMMANUEL, in his Merits and in his 
Benefits, I am alive from the Dead; I am happy 
« for ever.” 

Having ſeen a Glimpſe of the tranſcendent Excel- 
lency of the REDEEMER's Perſon; having re- 
ceived a Taſte from the inexhauſtible Fulneſs of his 


Grace; O! how He longs for brighter Manifeſtati- 


ons! How He thirſts after more plentiful Draughts!— 
None that come to CHRIST, are caſt out. He that 
awakens theſe ardent Deſires, in his due Time gives 
the defired Bleſſings. After various Conflicts, a com- 
fortable and eſtabliſhed Faith is wrought in the Peni- 
tent's Soul. He believes, that the SON of the MOST 
HIGH died in 47s Stead, and was obedient for his Juſ- 
tification. Believes, that all the unſearchable Riches 
of the adored MEDIA TOR's Life and Death are 
his Portion “. 

By this Faith, his Heart is purified ; his Heart is 
quickened: He is fitted for every good Work. — Tho' 
"Temptations aſſault Him, He derives Strength from 
his SAVIOUR; reſiſts the Devil; and is faithiul 
unto Death. Though Corruptions defile Him, He 

flies 


* See this Work of Grace, and Procedure of Converſion, more 
copiouſly diſplayed, in a valuable little Piece intituled, Human 
Nature in its fourfold State, by Mr. Thomas Boſton, page 21. 
Which, in my Opinion, is one of our beſt Books for common Rea- 
ders. The Sentences are ſhort, and the Compariſons ſtriking. 
The Language 1s eaſy, and the Doctrine evangelical. The Me- 
thod proper, the Plan comprehenſive, the Manner ſearching yet 
confolatory.—If another celebrated "Treatiſe is ſtyled, The rule 
Duty of Man, I would call this The WhoLs cf Man: as it com- 
priſes what He w§Was originally what He is by Trangreſ- 
von —what He ſhould be through Grace——and then what He 
Will be in Glory, 
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flies to the Fountain opened for Uncleanneſs* ; makes 
daily, hourly Application of the Blood of Sprinkling ; 
and goes on his Way, rejoicing in GOD his SA- 
VIOUR. | 

Ther. Your Diſcourſe puts me in mind of Ab/alom's 
Procedure, when Foab refuſed to make Him a Viſit. 
'The Prince ordered his Servants to ſet on fire the Ge- 
neral's ſtanding Corn. This Stratagem had its in- 
tended Effect. The Apprehenſion of Danger drove 
Him, when the reſpectful Invitation would not lead 
Him, to a perſonal Interview. You ſeem to ſuppoſe, 
that the Law was delivered with ſuch a Deſign ; to lay 
Us under a Necefity of flying to the Atonement of 
CHRIST. 

Ap. I do, Theron. And for this Opinion, I have a 
far better Authority, than my own Suppoſition. We 
are aſſured by unerring Wiſdom, That CHRIST is the 
End of the Law. It points invariably to Him. It ter- 
minates wholly in Him. And then obtains its noble 
Purpoſe, when Sinners are brought to their divine RE- 
DEEMER, for Righteouſneſs and Strength: For that 
Righteouſneſs, which intitles to Heaven ; that Strength, 
which capacitates for Obedience. 

The Law hath concluded all Mankind under Sin +. Yet 
not with an Intention, that any ſhould be diſcouraged 
now, or periſh for ever: but that every One may fee 
his inexpreſiible Need, of a SA V IO UR's Death, and 
aSAVIOUR's Obedience 4. That, being thus pre- 


pared, 


* Zech. xiii. 3. 
+ Gal. iii. 22. The ſacred Original is ſomewhat more com- 
prehenſive than Aſpaſio's Interpretation. It is not @T&vT&, but 


mar- Which denotes Things, as well as Perſons : And implies, 
that nothing We hawe, nothing We do, is free from Sin; till the 
Merits of CHRIST intervene, and the Blood of CHRIST be 
ſprinkled. 

+ Wetſius, ſpeaking of the Law delivered at Sinai, ſays; Fafa 
eft ia Fœderis Operum Commemoratio, ad Iſraelitos Peccatorum & 
Miſeriæ ſue convincendos, ex ſeipſis expe/lendos, de Neceſſitate Sa- 
tisfactionis edocendss, & ad CHRISTUM compellendos ; & fic in- 
ſervit Fœæderi Gratiæ. Animadv. Iren. p. 99. 


The 
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pared, both to value and receive ſo precious a Bleſſing, 
the Promiſe of Juſtification by Faith in FESUS CHRIST 
may be given to them that believe. | 

Let Us advert to this grand Aim of the Law. Then, 
We ſhall ſee Goodneſs, unqueſtionable and ſovereign 
Goodneſs, in forming its Conſtitution ſo /ub/imely per- 
fed, and making its Threatenings ſo inflexibly ſevere. 
Excluſive of this wholeſome Severity, We ſhould ſu- 
pinely diſeſteem, perhaps, wantonly reje&t, the Grace 
of the Goſpel. The prodigal Son would never have 
returned to his Father, in that humble, ſubmiſſive, 
ſuppiicating Poſture ; if He had not found his Cir- 
cumſtances utterly ruined, and felt Himſelf periſhing 
with Hunger. No more would the conceited Sons of 
Adam, diſclaiming all Pretence to any Merit of their 
own, and with nothing but the Halter * of Self-con- 
demnation about their Necks, fall down at the Feet 
of a merciful REDEEMER : if they were not inſti- 
gated by the ſharp Goad, or rather driven by the flam- 


ing Sword of the Law. 
To this agrees our celebrated Milton. Whoſe Di- 


vinity is as faultleſs, as his Poetry is matchleſs. You 
will 


The Genius and Deſign of the Law were, I think, emblemati- 
cally taught, by the Circumſtances attending its Delivery — The 
Mountain, not to be trodden by any Iſraelite, or touched by any 
Beaſt, on pain of Death—The Voice of Thunder, and the Glare 
of Lightning—The Sound of the Trumpet, and the Clouds of 
Smoke—The vaſt Range of Hills and Rocks, trembling to their 
Center Six hundred thouſand Men ſtruck with inexpreſſible Con- 
ſternation—And Moſes, even Moſes himſelf, the Favourite of Hea- 
ven, terrified exceedingly—All theſe indicated the righteous, the 
rigercus, and the awful Import of The Word ſpoken.” 

Nor was the Effect of thoſe aftoniſhing Incidents, wit hout a ſpi- 
ritual Meaning, The People durſt not adventure upon a perſonal 
Approach, but had Recourſe to a Mediator. They requeſted that 
Moſes might interpoſe; and tranſact Affairs, between the terrible 
JEHOVAH, and the guilty Congregation.— Such an Impreſſion, 
the Purity and Rigour of the Law, ſhouid make on our Hearts: 
ſhould drive Us from Self to a SAVIOUR ; deter Us from confiding 
in our legal, and prompt Us to ſeek an evangelical Righteouſneſs. 

* Alluding to thoſe remarkable Words of Benbadad's Servants ; 
Let Us put Sacł-clatb upon our Loins, and Ropes upon our Heads, 
and go out to meet the King of Iſrael ; peradwenture He will ſave thy 
Life. 1 Kings xx. 31. 
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will give me Leave to quote a few of his beautiful 
Lines. Which recapitu/ate, as it were, the whole pre- 
ceding Converſation : and, while they recapitulate the 
Converſation, confirm the Doctrine. This will make 


You ſome amends, for my late tedious Harangue. This 
will tip the Lead with Gold. | 


So Law appears imperfect; and but piv's 

With Purpoſe to reſign them, in full Time, 

Up to a better Cou'nant ; diſciplin'd 

From ſhadowy Types to Truth; from Fleſh to Spirit; 
From Impoſition of flrift Laws, to free 

Acceptance of large Grace; from ſervile Fear, 

To filial ; Works of Law, to Works of Faith *. 


DIALOGUE X. 


> | AS PAS IO. 


GAIN, Theron! Muſt we never lay aſide the 
Weapons of Controverſy ? You put me in 
mind of the reſolute Athenian ; who, having fought 
with diſtinguiſhed Brayery on the Field of Marathon, 
purſued the vanquiſhed Perfians to their Fleet. At that 
very Inſtant, a Galley full of the Enemies Troops, 


was putting off to Sea. Determined, if 2 to 

revent their Eſcape, He laid hold on the 
his Right-hand. Which was no ſooner fixed, than 
chopped off by the Sailors. The Warrior, not at all 
diſcouraged, ſeized it with his left. When that allo 
was cut away, He faſtened his Teeth in its Side; 


eſſel with 


bl Book XII. 300. 
W O and 
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and never quitted his Gripe, till he reſigned his 
Breath “. 

Ther. J have been re-conſidering the Caſe of imputed 
Righteouſneſs; and am by no means ſatisfied, as to the 
Propriety of the Phraſe, or the Truth of the Doctrine; 
eſpecially, in the Senſe which You eſpouſe. Ob- 
jections ariſe, more ſubſtantial and weighty, than any 
that have hitherto been urged, And which, if I mit- 
take not, You will find it a more difficult "Taſk to 
anſwer. | 

Aſp. ] muſt do my beſt. And if my beſt Attempts 
prove unſucceſsful, I ſhall ſay with the gallant Iphicra- 
tes, when overpowered by the Eloquence of his An- 
tagoniſt; My Adverſary is the better Actor, but 
« mine is the better Play.” 

I fay better For, to You, Theron, I will freely 
own, what to another Perſon I ſhould not be ſo willing 
to diſcloſe; That I receive no Comfort, but from the 
habitual Belief, and daily Application of this precious 
Doctrine.— Whenever I read the moſt correct and 
beautiful Writings, that proceed in the contrary Strain, 
I feel my Spirits heavy; I find my Proſpects gleomy ; 
and not one Ray of Conſolation gleams upon my Mind. 
. Whereas, much meaner Compoſitions, which breathe 
the Savour of this evangelical Unction, ſeldom fail to 
quicken my Hopes; to brighten my Views; and put 
into my Mouth that piouſly alert Profeſſion of the Pſal- 
miſt, / will run the Way of thy Commandments, now thou 
haſt ſet my Heart at liberty f- Though I am far from 
laying any conſiderable Streſs upon this Obſervation ; 
farther ſtill from advancing it into the Place of an Ar- 
gument ; yet I may be permitted to mention it, in the 

onfidence and Familiarity of Friendſhip. 

Ther. An Opinion propoſed with ſo much Modeſty, 
and ſo nearly connected with my Aſpaſio's Comfort, has 

| doubt- 


The Atbenian's Name was Cynegyrus, The Author, who 
relates this extraordinary Story, is Faſtin, If the Reader ſhould 


think it a Rhodomantade, I believe, He will not judge it amiſs. 


And I promiſe myſelf, the ſame good Senſe will enable Him to di- 

Ainguiſb, between what is binted by way of Pleaſantry, and what 

is arged by way of Argument. | 
7 Pſal. cxix. 32. 
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doubtleſs a Claim to my ſerious Attention. Other- 
wile, it might poſſibly provoke my Raillery. For, You 
muſt know, I am no great Admirer of inward Feelings. 
I cannot think them a very ſolid Method of demon- 
ſtrating your Point. It muſt be enforced by better Rea- 
ſons, if You would gain it acceſs to y Heart. 

We muſt place, 145 ſay, a Dependence upon tho 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, in all that He has done 
and ſuffered, This, You add, is our only juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs: the only Method to obtain Pardon of 
our Sins, and Life eternal. 

Aſp. I do, Theron, This being the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD, is 

Ther. Give me Leave, before You proceed farther, 
to propoſe a Query. Does the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
ſignify the active and paſſive Obedience of CHRIST? 

Aſp. Righteouſneſs 1s a Conformity to the Law, in 
Heart, and in Life. As the SON of GOD volun- 
tarily made Himſelf ſubject to the Law; perfectly ful- 
filled its Precepts; and ſuffered to the utmoſt its Pe- 
nalty; this, I ſhould imagine, furniſhes Us with the 
trueft and nobleft Signification of the Phraſe. 

1her. What, if I or others ſhould imagine quite the 
Reverſe? 

Aſp. 1 thank my Friend for his Admonition. It is 
indeed unreaſonable, that my bare Imagination ſhould 
paſs for Orthodoxy and 'I'ruth. Let Us then inquire 
after better Proof. 

When the divine Name, in the ſacred Phraſeology, is 
added to a Subſtantive, it expreſſes ſome very extraordi- 
nary Property. The Trees of the LORD *, denote 
thoſe ſtately and magnificent Foreſts, which the Hand 
of the MOST HIGH planted. The Mountains 
F GOD , are thoſe prodigiouſly large Elevations of 
the Earth, which none but an Almighty Arm could 
eſtabliſh. The Righteouſneſs of G OD likewiſe 
means, A Righteouſneſs of the oft ſupereminent Dig- 


* Pſal. civ. 16. | 
+ This is the Import of the Original, cgi J, Pfal. 
XXXVI, ver. 7. Heb. ver, 6. Eng. 
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nity; ſuch as is worthy to be called by his Name; 
and may juſtly challenge his Acceptance. And where 
ſhall We find this, but in the Conduct and Perſon of 
his bleſſed 8 ON? — This has a moſt unexceptionable 
Claim to the exalted Title: being, as a maſterly Critic 
explains the Phraſe, © A Righteouſneſs deviſed by 
«« GOD the FATHER, from all Eternity; wrought 


« out by GOD the SON, in the Perſon of FESUS 


*« CHRIST; applied by GOD the HOLY GHOST), 
« to the Sinner's Soul.” 

Ther. This Doctrine of yours, if I rightly under- 
ſtand it, would make Remiſſion of Sins, but one half 
of our Juſtification ; and ſomething elſe neceſſary, in 
order to obtain eternal Life. Which is juſt as rational, 
as to ſuppoſe, That though one Cauſe may expel Dark- 


neſs, another muſt ſupervene, in order to introduce 


Light. 

5h The Nature of Juſtification, and the Nature 
of Condemnation are two Oppoſites, which will mutu- 
ally illuſtrate each other. What is implied in the Con- 
demnation of a Sinner? He forfeits eternal Life, and 
is doomed to eternal Death. What is included in the 
Juſtification of a Sinner? It ſuperſedes his Obligation 
to Puniſhment, and inveſts Him with a Title to Hap- 
pineſs.— In order to the Ar, there muſt be a Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins. In order to the ſecond, an Imputation of 
Righteouſneſs. Both which are derived from CHRIST's 
Mediation in our Behalf ; and both take place, when we 
are united to that divine HEAD. — So that we do not 
derive them from two different Sources, but aſcribe 
them to one and the ſame great, all- ſufficient CAUSE. 

Your Compariſon, though intended to overthrow, 
I think, fully eſtabliſhes the Sentiment. When yon- 
der bright Orb makes his firſt Appearance in the Eaſt, 
what Effects are produced? The Shades of Night are 
diſperſed, and the Light of Day is diffuſed.— To what 


are they owing? Each to a ſeparate, or both to the 


2me Origin ? Every one's Experience will anſwer the 
Q- eltion. Thus, when the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes 
in the Soul, He brings at ence Pardon and Acceptance. 


Eemifiion and Salvation are under his Wings. Both 
ME which 
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which conſtitute the healing of the Nations: and both 


oe their being to CHRISI's Obedience, embraccd as 


active, and not rejected as paſſive. 

Ther. This, 1 know, is the fine-ſpun Theory of 
your ſyſtematic Divines. But where is their Varrant 
from Scripture? By what Authority do they introduce 
ſuch ſubtle Diſtindtions? | 

Aſp. I cannot think the Diſtinction ſo ſubtle, or the 
Theory ſo finely ſpun. To be releaſed from the da- 
natory Sentence, is one Thing; to be treated as a righ- 
teous Perſon, is evidently another. —Ab/alom was par- 
doned, when He received a Permiſſion to remove from 
Geſbur, and dwell at Jeruſalem. But this was very dif- 
ferent from the Recommencement of filial Duty, and 
parental Endearment*, A Rebel may be exempted from 
the capital Puniſhment, which his traiterous Practices 
deſerve; without being reſtored to the Dignity of his 
former State, or the Rights of a loyal Subject. In 
Chriſtianity likewiſe, to be freed from the Charge of 
Guilt, and to be regarded as a righteous Perſon, are 
two ſeveral Bleſſings; really diſtinct in themſelves, and 
often diſtinguiſhed in Scripture. 

Ther. Where are they diſtinguiſhed? In what Texts 
of Scripture ? This is what I called for—your ſcriptural 
Warrant. 

Aſp. What think You of Job's Reply to his cenſo- 
rious Friends? GOD forbid, that I ſhould juſtify You + ! 
That He forgave them, there is no Doubt. Yet he 
could not jufiify them: could not allow their Reflecti- 
ons to be equitable, or their Behaviour charitable. 

What think You of Solomon's Supplication ? Then 
hear Thou in Heaven, and do, and judge thy Servants 


condemning the Wicked, to bring his Way upon his Head ; 


and juſtifying the Righteous, to give Him according to his 
Righteouſneſs 1. To condemn, in this Paſſage, evidently 
ſignifies to pronounce guilty, and obnoxious to Puniſh- 
ment. By Parity of Reaſon, to zu/tify muſt denote to 
pronounce Righteous, and intitled to Happineſs. 


* 2 Sam. xiv. 24. 
+ Job xxvii. 5. Vs juſtos in Causd weſtra adverſus me pronun- 
tiem, Schult. 1 1 Kiags, viii. 32. 
O 3 What 


| : 
| | 
5 
1 
| 

1 


204 DIALOGUE X. 


What ſays Solomon's Father? Enter not into Tudg- 
ment with thy Servant, O LORD ! Fer, in thy Sight, 
ſpall no Man living be juflified A Man might be par- 
doned, if judged according to the Tenour of his own 
Obedience, and found guilty. 7u/tified, or declared 
righteous, He could not be, without the Imputation 
of ſome Righteouſneſs better than his own. 

From all which Paſſages I conclude, That to be juſti- 
fed or pronounced righteous, is different from, is ſu- 
perior to, the bare Remiſſion of Sin. 

Ther. All theſe Inſtances are derived from the Old 
Teſtament : the New, if I miſtake not, ſpeaks another 
Language. Conſider the Caſe of the penitent Publi- 
can. What does He requeſt? G O D be merciful to 
me a Sinner! What does He obtain? He went down to 
is Houſe juſtified *. If then the Petition and the Grant 
may be deemed correſpondent, Pardon and Jultificati- 
on muſt be reckoned equivalent. 

Aſp. The Old and the New Teſtament are, in 
their Style and Contents, exactly correſpondent. 
Echo, in yonder Cloyſters, does not more punctually 
reverberate the Speaker's Voice, than thoſe divine 
Books harmonize with each other. 

But it does not follow from the Publican's Requeſt 
and Publicar's Bleſſing, That Pardon and Juſtification 
are the ſame. Only, that GO D's Bounty frequently 
exceeds our Prayers, and is larger than our Expectati- 


ons; or that the Bleſſing which we implored, and the 


Bleſſing which was vouchſafed, are in/eparably connect- 
ed, and always accompany each other. 

St. Paul mentions A Juſtification of Life : not bare- 
ly an Exemption from the Sentence of Death; but 
uch a Juſtification, as gives @ Title F to the Re- 
ward of Life. The Words are very emphatical. 
We ſhall injure the Dignity of their Meaning, if 
We underſtand them in a more contracted Senſe. — 
Towards the Cloſe of the ſame Chapter, We have 
another Paſſage, rich with Conſolation, and full to 

our 
Luke xviii. 13, 14. 

+ Rom. v. 18, Aixaiuor; dne oft Declaratio divina i lla, qua 

Peecater, Mortis reus, Vitz aqgudicatur, idgue jure. Bengel. in loc. 
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our Purpoſe. Grace reigneth through Righteouſneſs unto 
eternal Life * : Here, is pointed out the prime Source of 
all our Bleſſings, infinitely free and rich of Grace: 
'The meritorious Cauſe, not any Works of Man, not 
any Qualification of our own, but the perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs of our LORD JESUS CHRIST: The 
Efea or End of all; which is, not barely an Abfolu- 
tion from Guilt, but an Inſtatement in Life ; a Life of 
holy Communion with GOD in this World, to be 
crowned with an eternal Fruition of Him in ano- 
ther. 

Let me produce one Text more, which juſt at this 
Inſtant occurs to my Memory. You will find it, in 
the Apoſtle's Defence of Himſelf, before Feflus .and 
Agrippa. He opens, as it were, his apoſtolical Com- 
miſſion, and repeats the Words of his royal MA $S- 
TER. I ſend thee to ignorant and enſlaved, guilty 
and ruined Creatures; to turn them from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto G O D; that 
they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance a- 
mong all them which are ſanctiſied by Faith that is in me +. 
The great Preacher of the Gentiles, or rather the ſu- 
preme LORD of all Preachers, has diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween Remiſſion of Sins, and the Inheritance of Saints ; 
between the Pardon that delivers from Hell, and the 
Juſtification that intitles to Heaven. So that the for- 
mer does by no means conſtitute the latter; but is 
connected I with it, as a Link in the ſame ſacred 
Chain ; or concluded in it, as Part of the ſame glo- 
rious Whole. 

Ther. Admitting your Diſtinction to be juſt, Is not 
the Satisfaction, made by the Death of CHRIST, 
ſufficient of ite, to obtain, both our full Pardon and 
our final Happineſs ? 

Aſp. Since my Friend has ſtarted the Queſtion, I 
may venture, with all Reverence to the divine Coun- 
ſels, to anſwer in the Negative: it being neceſſary, that 
the REDEEMER of Men ſhould obey, as well 
as ſuffer, in their Stead. For this we have the 

'.:. — Rot. V. + Aas xxvi. 18. 


t Vid. Witſ. Oecon. Lib. III. Cap. viii. Sea. 46 
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m 
Teſtimony of our LORD Himſelf. This Com- pe 
mandment, ſays He, have I received of my FATHER, ES 
that I ſhould lay down my Life *. Thus it becometh Us, al 
adds He in another Place, to fulfil all Righteouſneſs +. 
To which his Apoſtle ſubjoins ; that, if We reign in | tis 
Life, it muſt be, notonly through thoſe Sufferings which 
ex piate, but alſo through that Righteouſneſs T which merits. co 
Ther. Our LO R D's Teles relates only to a | 
f2fitive Inſtitution, and is quite foreign to your Pur- | di 
poſe.—T have often been diſguſted at ſuch ſtrained Ap- | th 
plications of Scripture. The Partizans of a Syſtem tic 
wreſt the Holy Book. They deal with divine Truth, ha 
as the Tyrant Procruftes ſerved thoſe unhappy Crea- tic 
tures, who fell into his mercileſs Hands. Is a Text 
too ſhort, to ſuit their Purpoſe ? Our Procruſtean Ex- 82 
poſitors can ſtretch it on the Rack, and lengthen its | a 
Senſe. Is it too full, to conſiſt with their Scheme? | W 
They can lop off a Limb, ſecrete a Sentence, or con- ne. 
tract the Meaning.— Is this to reverence the great Ju 
G O D? ls this to treat reſpectfully the divine Word? — 
4 Aſp. I have been grieved, I aſſure You, and diſguſt- UC 
4 ed at this Practice, as well as Yourſelf. A Practice not In: 
© | only very irreverent, but very injudicious alſo. It real- ac 
| ly prejudices the Cauſe, it would unfairly recommend. 
Such a Support, is like a broken Tooth, or a Foot out of lie 
joint]; not only unſerviceable, but hurtful ; an Ob- ＋ 
ſtruction, rather than a Furtherance.— However I am in 
F not conſcious of committing any Violence on this Paſ- of 
ſage, or of forcing it into my Service. The Circum- Su 
| ſtance You object, rather ſtrengthens, than invalidates th 
| the Concluſion. If it was ſo requiſite for our bleſſed by 
1 MEDIA TOR, to obſerve a pſitive Inſtitution; how M 
4 | much more neceſſary, to fulfil thoſe moral Precepts, th, 
. whoſe Obligation 1s unalterable and everlaſting. 
| Beſides ; it ſhould be conſidered, Whether CHRIST's liv 
# Sufferings were a complete Satisfaction of the Law? Al 
F Complete they were, with regard to the Penalty, not Be 
1 with regard to the Precept. A Diſtinction obvious and | N. 
. important. From whence ariſes the following Argu- 
; ment; 8 
1 * John. x. 18. + Matt, iii. 15, 1 Rom. v. 17. 
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ment; which, for once, You will allow me to pro- 

poſe in the logical Form. 

Buy what alone the Law was not fatisfied ; by that 
alone Sinners could not be juſtified: 

By CHRIST's Sufferings alone, the Law was not ſa- 
tisfied. | 

Therefore, by CHRIST's Sufferings alone, Sinners 
could not be juſtified. 

But when We join the active with the paſſive Obe- 
dience of our LORD; the Efficacy of the One, with 
the Perfection of the Other; how does our ſuſtifica—- 
tion ſtand firm, in the fulleft Senſe of the Word? We 
have all that the Law demands, both for our Exemp- 
tion from the Curſe, and as a T1itle to the Bleſſing. 

Ther. Does not the Scripture aſcribe the Whole of our 
Salvation to the Death of CHRIST? Delivering it, as 
a never to be forgotten Maxim in Chriſtianity ; That 
We have Redempticn through his Blood * : are brought 
near through the Blood of CHRIST + : nay, that We are 
Juftified (the very Point under Debate) through his Blood. 
Would the inſpired Writer have aſſigned theſe 
various Bleſſings to this one Cauſe ; if it had been a Price 
madequate to the Purchaſe, or a Means inſufficient to 
accompliſh the End ? 

Aſp. This Part of our L. OR D's meritorious -Humi- 
liation, is, by a very uſual Figure, put for the Whole. 
The Death of CHRIST includes, not only his Suffer- 
ings, but his Obedience. The ſhedding of his pre- 
cious Blood, was at once the grand Inſtance of his 
Suffering, and the finiſhing Act of his Obedience. In 
this View it is conſidered, and thus it 1s interpreted, 
by his own Ambaſſador. Who, ſpeaking of his divine 
MASTER, ſays, He was obedient unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs F. 

By the ſame Figure, Faith is ſometimes ſaid to be a 
lively influential Belief, That CHRIST died for our Sas ||. 
At other Times, it is repreſented, as a firm practical 
Belief, That GOD hath raiſed Him from the Dead N. 
Neither of which can, without the utmoſt Contratie- 

* Eph. i. 7; + Eph. ii. 13. 1 Rom. v. 9. 
§ Phil. ii. 8, | x Cor. xv. 3. © Rom, x. 9. 
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ty to the Analogy of Scripture, be taken in the ex- 
eluſive Senſe. Each Act muſt be underſtood, not ſe- 
parately, but jointly. Each as implying both, or reci- 
procally inferring one another. 


In like manner, when the Scripture aſcribes our Juſ- 


tification to the Death of CHRIST ; We are not to 
think, that it would /e? afide, but imply his Obedience. 
It is not becauſe his active Obedience has no Concern, 
in procuring the Bleſſing ; but becauſe his bitter Paſ- 
fon was the moſt conſpicuous, and the completing 
Stage of his ever glorious Undertaking. Then, and 
not till then, He could truly ſay; FATHER, 1 
have finiſhed the Work, Thou gaveſt me to do. 

Ther. According to your Account then, it ſhould 
be poſſible for a Man to have all his Sins done away, 
yet not attain to complete Juſtification. Which is as 
contrary to ſound Senſe, and true Divinity, as to ima- 
gine, that Crookedneſs may be removed, and the Ob- 
ject now become ſtraight. 

App. No, Theron. According to my Account, it is 
impoſſible, that the active and paſſive Obedience of our 
REDEEMER ſhould be disjoined. 'To whomſo- 
ever the one 1s imputed, from Him the other 1s not 
with-held. They were undivided in CHRIST the illuſ- 
trious Head, and they are undivided in their Applica- 
tion to his myſtical Body. As CHRIST in Suffering 
obeyed, and in Obeying ſuffered ; ſo, whoever receives 


CHRIST as an Atonement, receives Him alſo as Righ- 


teouſneſs. | 
This has been obſerved before ; and if this be real 
Fact, what an ineſtimable precious Gift, is the Gift of 
CHRIST! Never was the moſt ſovereign Remedy, ſo 
admirably ſuited to any Malady, as this is adapted to all 
our Wants. In HIM may We be found, living and 
dying! How ſafe, how happy then!—Let me not weary 
your Patience, if I repeat a Paſſage from our excellent 
Dr. Lightfoot. Which, though artleſs and remarkably 
ſimple, has very much affected my Mind ; and, I hope, 
will leave ſome valuable Impreſſion on my Friend's. 
Juſtification, ſays that judicious Divine, is a Man's 
being 


® John xvii. 4. 
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being intereſted in all CHRIST's Righteouſneſs. And 
« if any Thing is to be longed for, ſure that is, to 
be intereſted in a CHRIST's Righteouſneſs.” 

Ther. You don't weary my Patience; neither do 
You ſatisfy my Doubts. For You take no Notice of the 
Abſurdity objected, and the Compariſon that inforces it. 

Aſp. Your Compariſon, my dear Friend, 1s not 
founded on a parallel Caſe. Neither Senſe, nor Phi- 
loſophy find a Medium, between the Removal of 
Crookedneſs, and the Succeſſion of Straightneſs. But 
Reaſon diſcerns an apparent, and Revelation maintains 
an important Difference, between the Pardon of Guilt, 
and a Title to Life. This has already been proved 
from Scripture ; and is, to me at leaſt, evident from 
the very Nature of Things. For, if a King, in Fa- 
vour of ſome condemned Malefactor, revokes the Sen- 
tence of Death, this is one very conſiderable Act of 
Clemency. But if He pleaſes to make the pardoned 
Criminal a Partaker of his Kingdom, or an Heir of 
his Crown: This ſurely is a new, and a much higher 
Inſtance of royal Bounty. 

If You inſiſt upon a Similitude, the holy Word of 
G OD, which always ſpeaks with conſummate Propri- 
ety, will furniſh Us with one. Zechariah illuſtrates 
the Doctrine of Juſtification, He repreſents the Sin- 
ner, by a Perſon arrayed in filthy Garments, His Par- 
don is deſcribed by taking away this ſordid Apparel. 
By which Benefit, He 8 to be defiled; yet is He 
not hereby clothed; yet is He not hereby juſtified. 
This is an additional Bleſſing; ſignified by putting on 
Change of Raiment*, and wearing beautiful Robes.— 
Here, the Circun#ances tally. The two con ſtituent 
Parts of Juſtification, are ſeverally diſplayed, and ſtrong- 
ly marked. Here We have the Removal of Filth, and 
the Robe of Righteouſneſs ; that which frees Us from 
being abhorred, and that which renders Us accepted. 
Which, though diſtinguiſhable in themſelves, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the ſacred Writer, are always united in 
the divine Donation. 


Ther. This Notion is founded on a chimerical Cove- 
nant 


* Zech, iii. 3, 4» 5. 
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nent, that CHRIST would take upon Him the Obedi- 
ence due from Man, of which there is not the leaſt In- 
timation in holy Scripture. 

Aſp. That CHRIST undertook to do every Thing 
neceſſary, to redeem loſt Sinners from Guilt and Con- 
demnation ; every Thing neceſſary, to procure for at- 
tainted Rebels a freſh Title to Life and Glory; this, I 
think, cannot be called chimerical, and this is what we 
mean by The Covenant of Grace. — Without undertaking 
this, I ſee not how our LORD could ſuſtain the Character 
of a Surety; nor, without fuj/ling it, how He could 
execute the Ofice of a REDEEMER. 

To this great Tranſaction, there are frequent Allu- 
ſions in Scripture. Whence is it, that Believers are ſaid 
to have been given by the FATHER to CHRIST ? 
Thine they were, and Thou gaveſi Them to me Does 
not ſuch Language, ſuppoſe the Exiſtence of ſome pre- 
vious Contract, and refer to one of its delightful Arti- 
cles? With what Kind of Juſtice could the F A- 
THER /ay + our Iniquities upon the holy JESUS, 
unleſs He had conſented to be anſwerable for our 
Guilt? | 

In the Prophecy of Zechariah, this Covenant and the 
Parties are particularly mentioned. The Counſel of Peace 
ſhall be between them both f.: The myſterious and un- 

| ſearchable 
* John xvii. 6. + TIfai. liii. 6. 
1 Zech. vi. 12, 13. Theſe two Verſes contain a brief, but ve- 


ry fine Deſcription of the REDEEMER ; of his Perſon, his Office, 
and his Glory ; together with the noble Cauſe, and bleſſed Fruit of 
our Redemption. ; 

His Fern: He is the Man; or, as the Hebrew imports, the 
real, but, at the ſame Time, the i/iuſer1ous Man.—-Whoſe Name is 
the Branch; being the new Origin of a new Race ; the Father of a 
ſpiritual Seed, who are Children, not of the Fleſh, but of the Pro- 
miſe.— A Branch that ſhall ſpring, not from a common Root, not 


trom any human Planting, but YYY D from under Himſelf ; be- 
ing born of a pure Virgin, and by the Power of his own SPIRIT, 
He ſhall be both Stock and Stem to Himſelf, 

His Office : It is to build the Temple, the Church of the Elect ; 
which is the Houle of the living GOD. In which He dwells, and. 
by Whom He is worſhipped. Laying the Foundation of this ſpiri- 
tual Edifice in his Croſs, and cementing it with his Blood.—-- 
Which He ſhall rule as a Kirg, after having redeemed it as a 


«#17 » 
Prieft; 
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ſearchable Contrivance for the Recovery of ruined 
Man, as it has been concerted, ſhall be carried in Exe- 
cution by Whom? By the LORD Almighty, or 
GOD the FATHER ; and that illuſtrious Perſon, 
who is to build the Temple, and bear the Glory. A Cha- 
racer, which None can claim; a Taſk, to which None 
is equal; but the bleſſed JESUS only. 

In P/alm the xlth, the Conditions of the Covenant 
are circumſtantially recorded : Which were the Incar- 
nation and Obedience of the eternal SON: A Body 
> thou prepared me. Lo! I come to do thy Will *. 

he Accompliſhment of theſe Conditions, is alledged and 
pleaded by our great MEDIA TOR, in the Introduc- 
tion to his laſt ſolemn Prayer T. What He implores, 
in the Proceſs of his Supplications, may be looked up- 
on as the Recompence I, decreed Him by the FATHER, 
and ſtipulated in this glorious Treaty. Implores, did I 
ſay ? *Tis very obſervable, that our LORD makes a 
Demand, rather than a Requeſt. The Expreſſion is not 
iger, but bi\w||: A Word of Authority, not of Sup- 
plication. He claims what, by the FATHER's En- 
gagement, and his own Obedience, was become his 
unqueſtionable Right. 


Ther. 


Prieſt; uniting the ſacerdotal Cenſer with the regal Diadem, 
and being a Prieſt upon his Throne, Hence proceeds his Glory: 
For, He Hands not, like other Prieſts, offering daily the ſame 
Oblations ; but having, by one Sacrifice, obtained etcrnal Re- 
8 for Us, is ſet down at the Right - hand of the MAJESTY 
on High. 

What is the Cauſe of theſe great Events? What, but that moſt 
ſacred and auguſt Convention, tbe Council of Peace“ Which was 
ſettled between them both: between the LORD JEHOV AH on one 
Hand, and the Man whoſe Name is the Branch, on the other — 
Called a Counſel, from the intire Conſent, which actuated each 
Party; and the tranſcendent Wiſdom, diſplayed in the whole 
Scheme.—The Counſel of Peace, becauſe of its ſovereign Efficacy, 
to make Peace with an offended GOD, Peace in accuſing the 
Conſcience, Peace among People of jarring Tempers and diſcor- 
dant Principles, 

Heb. x. 6, 7. + John xvii. 

1 This Recompence is ſpecified and promiſed, in another 
authentic Copy of the fame grand Treaty, recorded Iſa. xli, 
I—6., 

Not I b-g, but I will, Sic wolo, fic jubeo, 
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' Ther. This you call the Covenant of Grace: But 
if We are juſtified by CHRIST's fulfilling of the Law, 
We are juſtified by Works. So that, before You can 
ſtrike out ſuch a Way of Salvation, You muſt contra- 
dif yourſelf: And what is more adventurous, You muſt 
aboliſh that fundamental Principle of the Goſpel ; By 
the Works of the Law, hall no Fleſh be juſtified. 

A. Igtant it, Theron: We are juſtified by Works. 
But whoſe? The Works of CHRIST, not our own. 
And this is very far from contradicting Ourſelves ; 
equally far is it from aboliſhing what You call the 
Goſpel-principle. Which, though an undeniable Truth, 
is not an evangelical Doctrine. Becauſe, it only ſhews 
Us our ruined State, and the utter Impoſſibility of re- 
lieving Ourſelves. Whereas, nothing is genuine Goſ- 
pel, but what ſpeaks, Recovery and Comfort. 

Between the Covenant of Works, and the Covenant 
of Grace, this, I apprehend, is the Difference: By 
the former, Man was indiſpenſibly bound to obey, in 
his own Perſon. By the latter, the Obedience of his 
Surety is accepted, inſtead of his own. The Righte- 
ouſneſs required by both, is not /fincere, but complete; 
not proportioned to the Abilities of fallen Man, but to 
the Purity of the Law, and the Majeſty of the Law- 
giver. By this Means, the Glory of GOD as an 
awful Sovereign, and the Glory of his Law as an in- 
violable Syſtem, are intirely preſerved and illuſtriouſly 
diſplayed. The Salvation of Sinners, neither claſhes 
with the Truth, nor interferes with the Juſtice of the 
ſupreme LEGISLATOR. On the contrary, it be- 
comes a faithful and juſt * Procedure of the moſt High 
GOD, to juſtify Him that believeth on FESUS. 


Ther. When You make this Difference between the 


two Covenants, where is your Authority from Scrip- 
ture? Which of the ſacred Writers have taught Us, 
that, though one demanded perſonal, the other is con- 
tent with wicarious Obedience? 
. Which, Theron ?P—The firft Three. The moſt 
eminent Hiſtorian ; the moſt inraptured Poet; and he 
mo 


9 3 John i. 9. 
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moſt zealous Preacher. I need not inform You, that 
I mean Maſes, David, and Paul. 

The Teſtimony of David has been already recited. 
Maſes gives Us a conciſe, but very inſtructive Ac- 
count of the ſecond Covenant. With Whom, accord- 
ing to his Repreſentation, was it made ? Not with 4- 
dam, or any of his Poſterity ; but with the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, in the Room and Stead of both. 
None of the Articles are propoſed to a poor, impotent, 
ruined Creature ; but the whole is conſigned over to 
the interpoſing SAVIOUR, ſignificantly deſcribed by 
the Seed of the Woman. It is not ſaid, Thy beſt En- 
© deavours, O Adam, thy true Repentance and ſin- 
* cere Obedience, ſhall retrieve this fatal Miſcarriage 
but, the Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head“ the SON of the MOST HIGH, by tak- 
ing thy Nature, ſubmitting to thy Obligations, and 
*« ſuffering Death for thy Sins, ſhall fully repair thy 
88 

CHRIST, We ſee, undertook to execute the Con- 
ditions. CHRIST was our Repreſentative in this great 
Tranſaction. For which Reaſon He is ſtiled by St. Paul, 
The ſecond Man +, and the Surety of a better Covenant þ 
—Our Help being laid upon ONE, that is ſo mighty; 
upon ONE, that is ſo faithful; the Covenant is ſaid 
to be, Jn all Things well ordered and ſure||. Admirably 
well ordered indeed, for the Comfort of the Chri/tian, 
and the Security of his Salvation. —* Tis true, may 
He argue, I cannot fulfil the Conditions; and 'tis 
« equally true, that this is not required at my Hands. 
The LORD FESUS CHRIST, of his adorably rich 
+ Goodneſs, has performed all that was conditiona- 
« ry$; and has eſtabliſhed for me, and for his re» 

g 40 ple, 


* Gen, iii. 15. + 1 Cor. xv. 48. 1 Heb. vii. 22. 

2 Sam. Xxill. 5. 

& Witſius, inflead of repreſenting the Covenant of Grace as a chi- 
merical Thing, moſt affectionately and charmingly diſplays its Ex- 
cellency; Si quicquam ergo attentiſſima Conſideratione dignum cenſe- 
ri debeat, ſane id Fœ dus Gratie eft, Hic V ia oſlenditur ad melio- 
rem terreflri Paradiſum, & ad certiorem ſlabilioremgue Fælicitatem, 
ea qua Adamus excidit, Hic nova Spes perditis * allucer, 

gue 
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« ple, a valid Title to the Promiſes, the Privileges, 


« and 

Ther. « Has thereby releaſed me from all Obligation 
« to Duty.” Farewel then to our own Obedience. 
No more Occaſion for any Holineſs of Life. Fine Di- 
vinity truly! Should I not rather ſay ? Downright An- 
tinomianiſm ! 

Aſp. No, my Friend: CHRIST came not to deſtroy 
the Law, but to fulflt. He has fulfilled it, to the 
very uttermoſt, in his own Perſon. He has alſo me- 
rited for Us, and conveys to Us thoſe Supplies of the 
SPIRIT, which alone can enable Us to yield faith- 
ful and acceptable Obedience. Of his Fulneſ We all 
receive, and Grace for Grace : For every Grace in 
Himſelf, He ſtamps a correſponding Grace on his Peo- 
— d ſo conforms them to the Example of his Ho- 
ineſs. 

What is the Tenour of this Covenant ? * Zavill put 
« my Laws into their Minds, and on their Hearts will f 
« ewvrite them F. They ſhall di/cern ſuch a Beauty and 
« Glory in my Precepts, as will engage their Deſires, 
« and ain their Affections. So that it ſhall be no lon- 
«« ger their Burden, but their Delight, even their Meat 
« and Drink, to do the Will of their FATHER in 
« Heaven.”— This, this is one of the Privileges pur- 
chaſed by our great MEDIATOR. And to me it 
ſeems wondrous ſtrange, that the Purchaſe of an Eſtate 
for any Perſon, ſhould be reckoned the ſure Means, to 
deprive him of the Poſſeſſion, or debar him from the 
Enjoyment. | 

How often is this weak Surmiſe urged as an Argu- 
ment? All whoſe Plauſibility is owing, to a palpable 
Miſtake, or an egregious Fallacy: to a ſuppoſed Se- 
paration of Things, which are abſolutely * 5 

| meart 


gue eo gratior efſe debet, que inexſpeftatior obwenit, Hic Conditiones 
efferuntur, quibus æterna Salus annexa t; Conditiones non a Nebis 
rurſus præſtandæ, quod Animum deſpondere faceret ; ſed ab EO, gui 
Vita non excedet, antequam were dixerit, Conſummatum eſt. 

De Oecon. Lib. II. Cap. 1. 


+ Matt. v. 17. 1 John i. 16. 85 Heb. viii. 10, 11. 
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[I mean, our Juſtification and our SanCtification *. You 
are a Philoſopher, Theron, Try, if You can ſeparate 
Gravity from the Stone, or Heat from the Fire. If 
thoſe Cauſes and their correſpondent Effects, if theſe 
Bodies and their eſſential Properties, are indiſſolubly 
connected; fo are a genuine Faith, and a conſcienti- 
ous Obedience. To ſuppoſe them diſunited, is as con- 
trary to ſound Divinity ; as it would be contrary to true 
Philoſophy, it you ſhould talk of a burning Subſtance 
that has no Warmth, or of a folid Subſtance that has 
no Weight. Never therefore, my dear Friend, re- 
peat this „ale Objection; never propagate this unground- 
ed Clamour ; nor adopt a Cavil, which is altogether as 
unphiloſophical +, as it is anti-evangelical. 

Ther. We digreſs from the Point. My principal Ob- 
jection is not ſatisfied. I was obſerving that, accord- 


ing 


See Iſai. xlv. 24. 1 Cor. i. 30. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Where theſe 
Bleſſings walk Hand in Hand; and never were, never woll, ne- 
ver can be parted. 

+ This puts me in mind of what Theodorus replied to Pbilocles; 
who was often inſinuating, that He preached licentious Doctrine; 
becauſe he inlarged, with peculiar Aſſiduity, upon Faith in E- 
SUS CHRI5T; and frequently choſe ſuch Texts as, Believe in 
the LORD JESUS, and Thou ſhalt be ſaved. | 

I preach Salvation by FESUS CHRIST; and give me 
© Leave to ask, Whether You know, what Salvation by CHRIST 
„% means? —Pbilocles pauſed. He began to bluſh ; would have 
eluded the Queſtion, and declined an Anſwer —** No, faid 
« Theodorus : You muſt permit me to inſiſt upon a Reply. Be- 
« cauſe, if it be a right one, it will juſtify me and my Conduct: 
„if it be a wrong one, it will prove, that You blame You know 
«© not what; and have more Reaſon to inform yourſelf, than to 
„ cenſure others. 

This diſconcerted him ſtill more. Upon which Theodorus pro- 
ceeded. Salvation by CHRIST means, not only a Deliver- 
% ance from the Guile, but alſo from the Power of Sin, HE 
« gave Himſelf for Us, that He might redeem Us from all Int- 
&« gquity ; redeem Bs from our vain Converſation, as well as deli- 
«© yer Us from the Wrath to come.-Go now, Pbilocles, and 
66 tell the World, that by teaching theſe Doctrines, I promote 
« the Cauſe of Licentiouſneſs. And You will be juſt as ra- 
« tional, juſt as candid, juſt as true, as if You ſhould affirm, 
« That the Firemen, by playing the Engine, and pouring in Wa- 
<< ter, burat your Houle to the Ground, and laid your Furniture 
„ in Aſhes,” | 
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ing to your Manner of ſtating the Aﬀair, Salvation is 
no longer free, but founded upon Works. — They are 
the Works of the Law, though CHRIST pertorms 
them. To maintain, that We are juſtified by theſe 
Works, is to confound the Difference between the Law 
and the Goſpel. 

Aſp. Though We ſhould admit your Premiſes, We 
cannot acquieſce in your Concluſion. The ſame 
Righteouſneſs, by which We are juſtified, is both le- 
gal and evangelical. Legal, in reſpect to CHRIST, 
who was made under the Law, that He might obey all 
its Commands. Evangelical, in reſpect to Us, who work 
not Ourſelves, but believe in the great FULFILLER 
of all Righteouſneſs. This is much of the ſame 
Nature, with that other momentous Diſtinction in 
Divinity ; Salvation is freely given, yet dearly bought. 
Freely given, with regard to Us; dearly bought, with 
regard to CHRIST, So, We are juſtified by Works, 
if You look forward to our Surety: We are juſtified 
«without Works, if You caſt a retroſpective View on 
Ourſelves. 

Theron was ſilent. Afpafio, after a ſhort Interval, 
renewed the Diſcourſe. © I know not, whether my 
Friend is yielding to my Arguments, or ſearching after 
Objections; deliberating upon a Capitulation, or muſ- 
tering his Forces for a Freſh Sally. However, let me 
take this Opportunity of dropping a Hint, and ſuggeſt- 
ing a Caution. 

The grand Reaſon, which inclines ſome People to 
reject this comfortable Doctrine, lies concealed, if not 
in an abſolute Diſbelief of our LORD's eternal Glory 


and GODHEAD, yet in unſettled Apprehenſions of 


it, or an habitual Zrattention to it. If our SAVIOUR 
was not really GOD, as ſome Writers, unhappily miſ- 
taken themſelves, endeavour to perſuade the World ; 
it would be a reaſonable Practice, and intirely conſiſt- 
ent with their Scheme, to diſavow the Imputation of 
his Righteouſneſs. Becauſe, upon ſuch a Suppoſition, 
his Obedience was no more than bounden Duty ; in 
which there could not be the leaſt Pretence to Merit, 
and which could be profitable to None but Himſelf. — 

Whereas, 
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Whereas, if We verily believe Him to be the incarnate 
GOD, his Submiſſion to the Law becomes an Act of 
voluntary Humiliation. Which Circumſtance, together 
with the tranſcendent Dignity of his Perſon, render his 
Obedience, not meritorious only, but inexpreſſibly and 
infinitely meritorious. 

As the Blood of CHRIST is called G O D's own 
Blood * ; fo the Obedience of CHRIST was perform- 
ed in the Perſon of that adorable MEDIATOR, who 
is GOD over all T. He acted through the whole 
_ Courſe of his Life, and ſuffered Death at the laſt, not 
merely as Man, but as GOD-Man ; as JEHOVAH- 
JESUS; IMMANUEL. Let me intreat You to 
remember, nay, let me intreat You never to forget, 
this all-important Article of our Faith. And may the 
biefſed SPIRIT of Wiſdom give Us an Underſtanding, 
to know the weighty, the extenſive Influence of ſo glo- 
rious a Truth ! | 

" Ther. Far be it from me, to derogate from the Dig- 
nity of our SAVIOUR's Perſon, or to depreciate the 
Merits of his mediatorial Office. Place them as high, 
as Words can reach ; exalt them as far, as Thought 
can ſoar ; I ſtedfaſtly believe, You will ſtill fall ſhort, 
unmeaſurably ſhort of their real Worth. ——But this 
Conſideration ſeems to increaſe the Abſurdity of your 
Notion. For, if CHRIST 's Righteouſneſs, his very 
Righteouſneſs be imputed ; then, the true Believers 
are altogether as righteous as CHRIST himſelf. Where- 
as, if You maintain, that his Righteouſneſs is impu- 
ted only as to its Effects, You will keep clear of this 

ock. 

Aſp. This, I fear, will be like keeping clear of Scyl- 
la, only to fall foul upon Charybdis. What are the 
Effects of the MEDIATOR's Righteouſneſs ? Pardon 
of Sin, Juſtification of our Perſons, and the Sanctifi- 
cation of our Nature. Shall We ſay, "Theſe Effects, 
theſe Benefits are imputed? Lo talk of their Impu- 
tation, I think, is an Affront to ſound Senſe ; as, I am 
ſure, to be put off with their Imputation, would be a 
fatal Diſappointment of our Hopes. All thele Benelits 


are 


* Acts XX. 38. | , t Rom. ix. 5 
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are not imputed, but imparted ; they are not reckon- 
ed to Us, but are really enjoyed by Us; ours they 
are, not barely in the divine Eſtimation, but by pro- 
per and perſonal Poſſeſſion. 

Yet, it does by no means follow, that Believers are 
altogether as righteous, as CHRIST Himſelf: unleſs 
You can prove, that to be the Receiver is, in all Re- 
ſpects, the ſame as to be the Author and Finiſher. 
The Righteouſneſs of CHR1ST ariſes wholly from Him- 


ſelf, the Source of ours ſubſiſts in Another. CHRIST's 


Righteouſneſs is originally and abſolutely his own ; 
whereas, it is made ours in a way of Favour and gra- 
cious Imputation. Circumſtances theſe, which create 
a material Difference, which yield Room for a vaſt 
Pre-eminence. + 

Ther. But if CHRIST 's perfect Obedience be ac- 
counted ours, methinks, We ſhould have no more Need 
of pardoning Mercy, than CHRIST himſelf. 

Aſp. Yes ; becauſe, before this Imputation, We were 
ſunk in Guilt, and dead in Sins. Becauſe, after it, 
We are defective in our Duty, and in many Things 
offend. 

Ther. Does not this Doctrine render the Interceſſion 
of onr SAVIOUR ſuperfluous? What Occaſion have 
they for an Advocate with the FATHER, whoſe Righ- 
teouſneſs has neither Blemiſh nor Imperfection? 

Aſp. They ſtand in need of an Advocate; firſt that 
they may be brought Home to the REPAIRER of 
their Breaches *, and made Partakers of his Righteouſ- 
neſs by a living Faith. Next, that their Faith may be 
preſerved, notwithſtanding all Oppoſition, ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable ; or rather, may be carried on, victorious 
and triumphant, even to the End. 

Ther. You ſay, CHRIST performed all that was 
conditionary ; then He repented for Us, and believed 
for Us. This muſt be admitted in Purſuance of your 
Principles. But this is ſo wild a Notion, ſo contrary 
" Reaſon and Scripture, that to mention. it, is to re- 

ute it. | . 


® Ifai, lviii. 12. 


caſe 
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Aſp. CHRIST performed whatever was required by 
the Covenant of Works, both before it was violated, 
and after it had been tranſgreſſed. But neither Repent- 
ance nor Faith were comprehended in this Inſtitution. 
It knew nothing of the One, and it would not admit 
of the other. It was not therefore neceſſary, neither 
indeed was it poſſible, for our ſpotleſs and divine LORD 
to repent of Sin, or believe in a SAVIOUR. But he 
did unſpeakably more. He put away Sin by the Sacri- 
fice of Himſelf + ; He is Himſelf the SAVIOUR of all 
the Ends of the Earth; and He has Power to beſtow 
that bleſſed SPIRIT), which worketh Faith, and pro- 
duceth Repentance. 

Ther. However, from what You have advanced, his 
will unavoidably follow——'That a Man is to be juſti- 
fied, under the Character of a notorious Tranſgreſſor 
of the Law ; and juſtified under the Character of a ſin- 
leſs Obſerver of the Law. And what is this, but a 
glaring Inconſiſtency ? | 

Aſp. Not at all inconſiſtent, but abſolutely needful, 
if We conſider thoſe diſtin Branches. of the divine 
Law, the preceptive and the penal. Both which, in 
caſe of Guilt already contracted, muſt neceſſarily be 
ſatisfied. Not at all inconſiſtent, but perfectly har- 
monious, if We take in the two conſtituent Parts of 
Juſtification, The Acquittance from Guilt, and a 
Title to Life. The farmer ſuppoſes Us to be Tranſ- 
greſſors of the Law ; and ſuch the higheft Saints in 
the World are. The latter requires Us to be Ob- 
ſervers of the Law; and ſuch muſt the Inheritors of 
Heaven be. Much leſs is this inconſiſtent, if We 
conſider Believers in their perſonal and relative Ca- 
pacity; as they are in themſelves, and as they are in 
their Surety. Notorious Tranſgreſſors in Themſelves, 
they have a ſinleſs Obedience in CHRIST. The 
Conſciouſneſs of that, will be an everlaſting Motive to 
Humility ; the Belief of this, an inexhauſtible Source 
of Joy. 

All this is no more inconſiſtent, than the Union of 


a gloomy Contexture, and a lightſome Splendor, in 
? thoſe 


+ Heb. . 26. 


of ſerious People agree with Us both. 
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thoſe detached Clouds, which float amidſt the Fir- 
mament. In themſelves, they are a louring and dark 
Collection of Vapours; by the Impreſſion of the Sun- 
beams, they are fair and bright as the poliſhed Sil- 
ver. 

Ther. After all, the Imputation taught in Scripture, 
is not the Imputation of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, but 
of our own Faith. Agreeably to the Apoſtle's expreſs 
Declaration, Abraham believed GOD, and it was im- 


puted to Him for Righteouſneſs *. 


Aſp. This Obje&ion admits the Thing in Diſ- 
pute, though it controverts the Way and Manner of 
obtaining it. Admits the Neceſſity of ſome active, 
poſitive Righteouſneſs, in order to our Juſtification. 
In this Particular, I am glad to agree with my The- 
ron: and in this Particular, I believe, the Generality 
| Whenever 
their Conſciences are awakened, and ſeek to eſtabliſh 
the Hope of eternal Life, they conſtantly turn their 
Eyes to ſome Righteouſneſs : which, they apprehend, 
may, either in Whole or in Part, anſwer the Demands 
of the Law. Some look to their own fncere Obedi- 
ence. Others call in to their Succour Works of Su- 
pererogation. My Friend would aflign this Office to 
his Faith. | 

Ther. Is this a proper Anſwer to my Objection, A 
paſio? The Text is point blank againſt Your Tenet. 
You do wiſely therefore, not to confront, but to elude 
the Evidence. 

Aſp. I did not intend it for an Anſwer ; only as an 
occaſional Obſervation, which nevertheleſs has a pretty 
cloſe Connection with the Subject. Neither would 


I uſe ſo mean a Subterfuge, as to elude an Argument, 


which I could not confute. If my Friend had allowed 
me Leiſure to explain myſelf, this ſhould have been 
my Reply. 


That a Man is not juſtified by Works, is a Poſi- 


tion moſt clearly demonſtrated, and a Doctrine moſt 
zealouſly inculcated by St. Paul. That Faith is a 


KRorn. iii. 4. 


1 
* 


17 


Work, 0 | 


DIALOUUEX 211 


Work“. exerted by the human Mind, is equally cer- 
tain. Unleſs . We would render the Apoſtle 
inconſiſtent with himſelf, We muſt underſtand the Paſ- 
ſage in a qualified Senſe. Why ſhould We not ſuffer 
Him, to be his own Interpreter ? Why ſhould We not 
take the Narrative of his Experience, for a Comment 
on his Doctrine? He declares, that the Ground of his 


own Comfort, the Cauſe of his own Juſtification, was 


not the Grace of Faith, but the Righteouſneſs which is of 
GOD by Faith. Not the Act of Believing, but that 
grand and groom Object of a Sinner's Belief, the 
LORD our Righteouſneſs. 

Beſides; what was that Faith of 44 to which 
the Apoſtle refers? and which He propoſes as the in- 
variable Model of our Juſtification * — It was Faith in 
the promiſed Seed; in FESUS CHRIST the Righteous ||. 
It was a firm Perſuafion, that this illuſtrious Perſon 
ſhould ſpring from his Loins; and be the Author of 
Forgiveneſs, Acceptance, and Salvation to Himſelf, 
and to a Multitude of Believers, numberleſs as the Stars 
of Heaven. Let Us tread in theſe Steps of the holy 
Patriarch, and We ſhall aſcribe little, aſcribe nothing to 
our Faith, but al to the infinitely excellent Obedience 
of our REDEEMER. 

Ther. Sure, Aſpaſio, You will not preſume to cor- 
rect Inſpiration! The inſpired Writer makes no men- 
tion of a REDEEMER's Obedience. He ſays ex- 
preſly and poſitively it, that is, Abraham's Faith, and 
not any Thing elſe, was counted unto Him for Righte- 
ouſneſs. 

Aſp. True, Theron ; as thoſe Windows are reckon- 
ed, are counted the Lights of your Houſe. And why? 
Becauſe they illuminate ? No; but becauſe they afford 
a Paſſage to the illuminating Rays. Through them, 
the firſt and beſt of Elements, is diffuſed into all your 
Habitation. So We are ſaved by Grace through Faith ; 


by 


* So it is called by HTM, who knew what was in Man, 
and what were the Differences of Things; This is the Work © 
ef GOD, that Ye believe on Him whom He bath ſent, John 
Vi. 29. 


|| Compare Gen, xv. 5, 6, with Gal, iii, 16. 
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by Grace imputing, through Faith accepting, the 
Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST. Grace is the 
magnificent Source of this nobler Light ; Faith is the 
Means of tranſmitting it into all the Faculties of the 
Soul. 

When our LORD declares to the diſeaſed Woman, 
Thy Faith hath made thee whole* how are We to un- 
derſtand his Words? That the Patient's Belief, and not 
the Agency of CHRIST, wrought the Cure? To ſup- 
poſe this, would be extremely 3 to the Power 
of our great Phyſician. And if We aſcribe Juſti- 
fication to the Act of Believing, this will be equally 
derogatory to the Obedience of our great MEDIA- 
TOR. In the former Caſe, CHRIST and his omni- 
potent Operation, were All in All. In the latter Caſe, 
CHRIST and his infinite Merit, are All in All. In both 
Caſes, Faith is only the Eye to diſcern, or the Hand 
to receive, the ſovereign Good. 

I would farther obſerve, That Faith is very par- 
ticularly Aiſtinguiſbed from the Righteouſneſs which 
juſtifies. We read of the Righteouſneſs which is by 
Faith, which is of Faith T. A Method of ſpeaking 
which plainly denotes, that Faith itſelf is not our 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs. If Faith was the Cauſe of 
our Acceptance with GOD, then We ſhould be juſti- 
fied by a Righteouſneſs, which is confeſſedly imper- 


fe8. For, who has ever attained to the higheſt De- 


gree of this Virtue? Or whoſe Faith is not mixed 
with an Alloy of Unbelief ? If Faith itſelf was the 
Matter of our Juſtification, I fee not how Boaſting 
could be excluded; how the Law could be magnifed ; 

Or 


| * Matt. ix. 22. 

+ Rom. ix. 30. Phll. iii. 9. The Apoſtles, I believe, never 
make Uſe of ſuch a Phraſe as, xauwveres uTeg wit, or 
Ac m Tio, but ex wictog, OT dic ru I,, ö 
or on Account of, our Faith, but y or through Faith. Making 
this Grace, not the procuring Cauſe, but only the Inſtrument of 
Application.—Such Language as the former, ſeems contrary to 
the ſound Words of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. Yet, if 
Tberen's Senſe of the Text under Debate were admitted, the Doc- 
trine contained in this unſcriptural and offenſive Style, is the un- 
avoidable Conſequence, 


Not for, 


„„ WY OY: . 
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or what Reaſon the Apoſtle could have, to account all 
Things, but the Righteouſneſs of C H R IST, mean- 
er than Droſs *. | 

Say not, that We preſume to correct Inſpiration. 
We only interpret the inſpired Word in an harmonious 
Conſiſtency with itſelf. This Senſe is agreeable to the 
prevailing DoEtrine, and to the current Language of 
Scripture To the prevailing Doctrine; which is 
A Believing in H I M, who Gaftifeth the Ungodly — Ta 
the current Language; As when GOD is called our 
Fear +, our Hope F, our Foy ||. In theſe Places, the 
Act is undoubtedly put for the Object. So, in the 
Paſſage before Us, the 4 of Faith ſeems to denote 
the Object of Faith. It is to be underitood, not abſa- 
lutely, but as ſome Divines ſpeak, objectively, in- 
ſtrumentally, relatively. 

Ther. In the Name of Wonder, what can You 
mean by this Heap of harſh and obſcure Expreſſions ! 
Let me intreat You, Apaſio, to ſpeak in your own Style, 
not in the Dialect of Aguinas. I have an irreconcila- 
ble Averſion to theſe ſcholaſtic Terms. They are the 
Barbariſms of Divinity. I know but one Uſe they are 
fitted to ſerve; that is, to perplex and puzzle a Cauſe, 
You cannot maintain, Somewhat like the Liquor, 
which a certain Fiſh, when cloſely purſued, is ſaid to 
emit: by which the Water is darkened, and the Foe 
eluded. | 

Aſp. This, Theron, is the Meaning of our uncouth 
Phraſes: It is not Faith itſelf, which juſtifies ; but 
that Righteouſneſs, which Faith continually wiews ; 
which Faith delightfully apprebends; and on which 
it finally terminates. 

To be plainer ftill — We are juſtified by Faith, in 
the ſame Manner, as We are fed by the Hand ; or as 
We are faid, to drink of a Cup. Neither the Hand 


Phil. iii. The original is gxvCahu — Word of the moſt 
contemptible Meaning; it ſignifies the worebieſs Scraps, and ſor- 
did Offals, that are caſt to Dogs. The Reader may tee this Pai- 
ſage more fully eyplained in Letter V. 

+ Gen. xxxi. 42. 53. t Pial. Ixxi. 5. Jer. xiv. 8 
} Pal. x.iit. 4. 
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nor the Cup are the Cauſe of our Suſtenance, but the 
Inſtruments, one of conveying it, the other of re- 
ceiving it *. —If an Apoſtle athrms, We are juſtified by 
Faith: Faith itſelf declares, In the LORD I Have 
Righteouſneſs. Put theſe Paſſages together, and You 
will have the true Senſe of our Doctrine, and the true 
Doctrine of the Goſpel. 

You remember, what recommended Themiftocles to 
the Protection of King Admetus, when He fled from the 
Malice of his own Countrymen Not his Name: 
that was obnoxious ot his Actions; they had 
been hoſtile— But the Perſon of the young Prince; 
whom the diſtreſſed Refugee caught up in his Arms: 
and, charged with theſe Credentials, preſented Him- 
ſelf to the royal Parent . — 80, Faith recommends to 
G O D, and juſtifies the Soul, not for itſelf, or its 
own Worth; but on Account of what it preſents, and 
what it pleads. | 

Ther. Is not this a fanſiful Diſtinction, and an ex- 


ceſſive Refinement ? Has it any Foundation in Scrip- 
ture ? | | 

Aſp. Tt is implied in almoſt all the Repreſentations 
of CHRIST, and all the Deſcriptions of Faith, 


which occur in the ſacred Writings. | 
| CHRIST 


* Though J am intirely of Theron's Mind and can by no means 
admire our ſcholaſtic Divines, or their logical Terms; yet a Re- 
mark from Paræus, couched in this Stile, is ſo pertinent to the 
Purpoſe, and fo full an Explication of the Point, that it would be 
an Injury to the Cauſe, not to make it a Part of my Notes. 
And ſpme Readers I apprehend, not much acquainted with this 
old. faſhioned Niale&, may be well enough pleaſed to view a Spe- 
cimen z and like it, as they do the R of a Medal, merely for its 

ncoothne's and Antiquity. 3 

Faith juſtifies, ſays my Author, not ect vely, as working an 
*© habitual Righteouſneſs in Us; not materially, as though it 
++ were itſelf the conſtituent Cauſe of our Juftification ; but it 
* juſtifieth object᷑ively as it apprehendeth CHRIST; and in- 
« firumertally, as it applieth his Righteouſneſs.” 

+ This, ſays Plutarch, was a Cuſtom peculiar to that Country: 
was reckoned the moſt folemn Method of ſupplicating Favour ; 
and ſeld'm met with a Repulſe. — To which I may add, It is a 
Cuſtom that Chriſtians ſhould imitate, in all their Addreſſes to the 
GODaniFATHERotour LORD FESUSCHRIST. 
When thus uſed, thus improved, it will never fail of Succeſs. 
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CHRIST is likened to Clothing; and Believers are 
faid to have put on CHRIST *. Now, it cannot be the 
Act of putting on, that covers our Bodies, or keeps 
them warm ; but the commodious Garment, which is 
Wore. He is compared to Bread: I am the Bread 
of Life T. Is it the Act of Eating, that ſtrengthens the 
Conſtitution, and recruits our Spirits? No ſurely ; but 
the Food eaten and digeſted. CHRIST was typefi- 
ed by the City of Refugeſ: and Sinners, by the ob- 
noxious Man-flayer. Who, if He fled to one of thoſe 
privileged Abodes, and there remained, was ſafe. No 


- Proſecution againſt Him could be valid: He had no- 


thing to fear from the Avenger of Blood. In this Caſe, 
was it the bare Act of flying, that ſcreened the Crimi- 
nal? By no Means: this conveyed Him to a Place of Se- 
curity. But the Place ¶ z/e/f was his Sanctuary, his 
Aſylum, his Safeguard. 

Faith is ſtiled, 4 Receiving of CHRIST : As many 
as received Him, to them gave He Power, or granted 
the Privilege, to become the Sons of GOD. The Office 
of Faith is, according to this Definition, not to con- 
tribute its Quota, much leſs to depoſite the whole 
Sum, but to take and uſe the ineſtimable Gift. 
Faith is called, A looking unto FESUSS ; in Alluſion, I 
ſuppoſe, to the famous Expedient, provided for the 
wounded J/raelitesF. Our crucified LORD was pre- 


1 Gal. iii. 27. + John vi. 358. 7 Num. xxxv. 112. 
|| This ſeems to be à very expreſſive Type of the REDEEMER, 
If We Sinners fly to CHRBST and abide in CHRIST, there is no 
Condemnation for Us. The Accuſations of Satan cannot affect Us, 
nor the Curſes of the Law reach Us, 
J Fobni, 12. See alfo Rom. v 19, Where a Critic of accu- 
rate Judgment, and delicate Taſte (though little known in Ex- 


gland) makes this Remark on the Word Ni, Non juſ- 
tificat Aus ſumendi, quatenus eft Actas; ſed illud quad ſumitur gut 
opprebenditur. Bengelius in loc. — His Annotations on the New 
Teſtament are compriſed in a ſmall Quarto Volume. They pre- 
ſent the Reader with many refined Obtervations, on the Elegan- 


cies &{ the Style, and the Sublimity of the Doctrines. They are 


a Pattern of the conciſe Manner; and which is, perhaps, the crowwn- 
ing Exce'lency, they all along indicate a Heart warm and glowing 
with the Love of its Subject. 

$ Heb. xil. 2. } Num, xxi, 8, 
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figured by the brazen Serpent; our Guilt, by the 
Stings of the fiery 1 and our Faith, by look- 
ing to the miraculous Remedy. Did the healing Pow- 
er, I would aſk, reſide in the mere Act of Viewing? 
No: but in the Emblem of a dying SAVIOUR, > 
vated on the Pole, and ordained for the Recoyery of 
the People. Here all the Efficacy was lodged. From 
hence it was all derived. The Action of the Eye, like 
the Office of Faith, was only to fetch home, and apply 
the ſanative Virtue. 

Once more; Faith is repreſented as /aying hold on 


-GOD our SAVIOUR * ; /aring upon our BELOV- 


ED ; cleaving to the LORD j.—Pleaſe to take No- 


"tice of yonder Vine. Its Shoots are weak, and its 


Branches flimſy. Being abſolutely unable to ſupport 
themſelves, they are ſurniſhed with a very remarkable 
Set of Claſpers. Which, like ſo many Fingers, lay hold 
vn the Pegs of the Wall, or faſten themſelves to the 
Poles within their Reach. Without ſuch a Proviſion, 
the Boughs muſt lie | re on the Ground, and 
by expoſed to the Inſults of every Foot. Whereas, 
be this kind Contrivance of Nature, ſo creeping a 
Plant, will climb into the Air, and enjoy the Breeze 
ſo feeble a Plant, will ſtand out the Winter, and defy 
the Storms. An inſtructive Admonition to Sinners! 
And no contemptible Illuſtration of Faith, eſpecially 
in its principal and moſt diftinguiſhing Employ! Thus 
let Us apprehend the bleſſed JESUS; hold Us faſt by 


our adored REDEEMER; cleave to His ineffable 


Worthineſs, as thoſe twining Tendrils, by repeated 
Circumvolutions, adhere to their ſubſtantial Support- 
ers. Then ſhall We riſe, by Merits not our own, from 
the moſt abject and miſerable Condition, to a State of 
everlaſting Honour and Joy. 

Dyer. Some People, I believe, would hardly for- 


bear ſmiling at the Peculiarity of your Diction; and 


might be inclined to call your Diſcourſe Canting. ra- 
ther than Reaſoning. For my own Part, Imi ac- 
knowledge, that, as all your peculiar Phrates are de- 


rived 


* Ifal, xxvil 85. f Cant. viii. 5. 1 Acts xi. 23. 
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rived from the Scriptures, I hear them with Reverence, 
rather than any Diſpoſition to ſneer. Was my Friend 
delivering a Latin Oration, it would be a ſufficient 
Warrant for any of his Expreſſions, to prove that they 
came from the Ciceronian Mint. And will it not be, 
at leaſt, an equally ſufficient Authority, for any Modes 
of Speech uſed in a theological Eſſay, to alledge that 
they bear the Stamp of the Bible. 

Though I make no Objection to your Language, 1 
have yet another Scruple with regard to your Doctrine. 
Do the antient Fathers acknowledge or inculcate 
this imputed Righteouſneſs? If it was ſo important an 
Article of our Faith, ſurely it could not be unknown 
in thoſe early Ages, which were ſo near the apoſtolical 
Fountain. It would not have been omitted by thoſe 
zealous Preachers, who choſe to endure all the Ri- 
pur of Perſecution, rather than renounce their holy 

rofeſſion. 

Aſp. I think, it were ſufficient to anſwer this Queſ- 
tion, by aſking another Do the Apoſtles, does the 
HOLY SPIRIT of GOD ſpeaking in Scripture, in- 
culcate this Doctrine, or diſplay this Privilege? If fo, 
We need not be very follicitous for any farther Autho- 
rity. To the Law, and to the Teflimony *, is our grand, 
our final Appeal. Amidſt all the Darkneſs and Un- 
certainty, which evidently run _— the Writings 
of the beſt of Men, this is our unſpeakable Happineſs, 
That We have a more ſure Word of Prophecy; to which 
Me do well to take heed . 

However; to be a little more particular—lt cannot 
be expected, that We ſhould find many Paſſages in thoſe 
pious Authors, very ſtrong and very explicit, upon 
the Point. Becauſe, in their Days, it was not ſo pro- 
feſſedly oppoſed ; and therefore could not be ſo exact- 
ly diſcuſſed, as in later Ages. Nevertheleſs, they have 


left enough behind them, to avouch the Subſtance of 


what We aſſert; That a Man is not juſtified by any 

Works, Duties, or Righteouſneſs of his own, but only by 

Faith in FESUS CHRIST,.—l cannot ſay, that I have 

charged my Memory with their very Words; and for 
* Ilat. viii. 20. | + 2 Pet. i. 19. | 


3 that 


2318 DIALOGUE X. 


that Reaſon, muſt not attempt at preſent to make any 
Citation. But, when a proper Opportunity offers, and 
their Works are before me, I may poilibly produce a 
few of their Teſtimonies. 

In the mean Time, I can mention a Set of Wri- 
ters, whoſe Atteſtation will, I imagine, carry as much 
Weight with my Friend, as the united Voice of the 
Greek and Latin Fathers. 

Ther. Who are they ? 

Ap. Our venerable Reformers. The Homilies com- 
poſed by thoſe excellent Divines, are as expreſs to my 
Purpoſe, as they are unexceptionable in their Evidence. 
This is their Language The true underſtanding 
of this Doctrine, We be juſtified freely by Faith with- 
« eut Works, is not, that this our Ad to believe, or this 
„ our Faith in CHRIST, doth juſtify Us: for that 
«« were to count Ourſelves to be juſtified by ſome 
Act or Virtue, that is v:i#hin Ourſelves. But the 
*< true Meaning thereof, is, That although We hear 
«:GOD's Word, and believe it; although We have 
Hope and Faith, Charity and Repentance, and do 
« never ſo many good Works: Yet we muſt re- 
* nounce the Merit of all our Virtues and good Deeds, 
„ as Things that be far too weak and inſufficient to 
« deſerve Remiſſion of Sin, and our Juſtification. We 
« muſt truſt only in GOD's Mercy, and that Sacri- 
„ fice which our High Prieſt and Saviour FESUS 
** CHRIST, the SON of GOD, offered for Us upon 
„ the Croſs.” 

The Homily ſubjoins a very appoſite Illuſtration ; 
which may conclude our Diſcourſe with perfe& Pro- 
priety, and I hope with equal Efficacy. So that 
as St. John Baptiſt, although He were never ſo vir- 
« tuous and godly a Man, yet in the Matter of for- 
„giving Sin, He did put the People from him, and 
« appoint them unto CHRIST; ſaying thus unto 
„ them, Behold! Yonder i the LAMB of GOD, which 
faltet away the Sins of the World: Even ſo, as great 
„ and as godly a Virtue as the lively Faith is, yet it 
*« putteth Us from itſelf, and remitteth Us unto CHRIST, 
« for to have only by Him Remiſſion of Sins or Juſti- 

„ fication, 
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& fication. So that our Faith in CHRIST, as it were, 
« faith unto Us thus, It is not I that take away your 
« Sins, but it is CHRIST only; and to Him only I 
« ſend You for that Purpoſe, forſaking therein all your 
« good Words, Thoughts, and Works, and only put- 
ce ting your Truſt in CHRI SI.“ 

Ther. If there be any tolerable Senſe of the Notion 

under Debate, I think, it muſt be underſtood as fol- 
lows. CHRIST s Performance of the Law of his 
Mediation, or, in other Words, his unfinning Obe- 
dience to the moral Law, and the ſpotleſs Sacrifice of 
Himſelf to the vindictive Juſtice of GOD; theſe are 
the only valuable Conſideration, on Account of which, 
the gracious GOD reſtores guilty Creatures to a State 
of Acceptance with his divine MAJESTY. 
- Aſp. lam far from denying your Propofition. I re- 
Joice in the Propriety of my Theron's Sentiments. May 
his Faith, which is thus tar advanced, be carried on 
by Grace, till it is completed in Glory ! That un- 
ſinning Obedience, and that ſpotleſs Sacrifice, are in- 
deed the only valuable, they are alſo the ruly, or ra- 
ther the infinitely valuable Conſideration ; which has 
fully merited for Us the Remiſſion of Sins, and the 
Enjoyment of Life ; and this not only from the gra- 
cious, but even from the ju, the faithful, the righte- 
ous GOD, | | 

But then, they muſt be imputed, in order to furniſh 
Us with a Claim, and inveſt Us with a Right, to the 
purchaſed Privileges. Suppoſe them not imputed ; 


and what becomes of our Intereſt in them? They are 


like a Medicine prepared, but not applied. — Suppoſe 
them imputed ; and they lay a firm, an apparent, a 
rational Foundation, for every pleaſing Hope, and tor 
every heavenly Bleſſing. 

Ther. I fear, I have acknowledged too much. 
My Thoughts fluctuate. My Mind is unſettled. [ 
would not withſtand the Truth, I would not diſbe- 
lieve any Doctrine of the Goſpel. Yet——what ſhall 
I ſay? While I //een to your Reaſoning, I am halt a 


Convert. When I reco//e# the Objections, I revert to 


my firſt Opinion. 1 be 
4 
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Of this, however, I am convinced, That human 
Righteouſneſs is in/ufficient for our Juſtification, Here 
_ Arguments have carried their Point, I ſhall 

enceforth place my Hopes of everlaſting Happineſs, 
not upon any Works of my own, but upon the free 
Goodneſs, and unbounded Beneficence of the SU- 
PREME BEING. Purſuant to that Maxim of Scrip- 
ture, 7% Gift of GOD is eternal Life. 

Aſp. You do right, Theron, to expect eternal Life 
as the Gift of GOD, not as the Wages of your own 
obediential Service. But be pleaſed to remember; that 
all the Gifts of Grace, though perfectly free to Sin- 
ners, are founded upon a grand and ineſtimable Price, 
paid by their SAVIOUR. Are they intirely ab- 
ſolved from Guilt? It is becauſe CHRIST gave his 
Life for their Ranſom. Are they heard with Ac- 
ceptance when they pray? It is becauſe their exalt- 
ed High Prieſt intercedes in their Behalf. Are they 
completely juſtified, and inftated in endleſs Bliſs? It 
is becauſe their REPEEMER's confummate Obedi- 
ence, is the glorious Equivalent for this and every 
other Bleſſing. —. Therefore, when You mention eter- 
nal Life as the Gift of GOD, You ſhould not forget 
to add with the Holy Apoſtle, through FESUS CHRIST 
our LORD. 

— Well, Theron; what ſay You far- 
ther? Is your Quiver emptied ? Are your Scruples ſa- 
tified ? May I interpret this Silence, as an Act of 
Aſſent ? 

Ther. Obſerve, how the Ranunculuſes, on yonder 
gay Parterre, have contracted their ſpreading Tufts, 
and the Tulips have cloſed their expanded Cups. While 
all the neighbouring Flowers, have ſhut their ivory 
Doors, or drawn their Velvet Curtains.—Such 1s the 
State of my Thoughts. They are all bent inwards ; 
collected in themſelves; and pondering upon your Diſ- 
courſe. Which has inclined me, before I was aware, 
to contemplate, rather than talk. You will excuſe 
my Thoughtfulneſs, Aſpaſio. Or, if it wants an Apo- 
logy, You muſt blame Yourſelf. For, had your Rea- 


ſons 


4 ̃ Tf 
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ſons been leſs cogent, my Attention had been more 
diſengaged. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, I ſhall only wiſh, in Alluſion 
to your own Simile, and in the Language of the beſt 
of Books; That theſe Truths may diſtil as the Dew * 
upon your Mind, and /e all Night upon your Branches f. 
This, I am perſuaded, is the only Way to have all your 
Comforts green before the Sun, and all your Virtues Hau- 
Tiſh as an Herb. Whereas, under the Influence of any 
other Faith, I am afraid, they will be as the Garden, 
that 1s viſited with a Drought ; or as the Leaves, that 
are ſmitten with a Blaſt. 

Ther, I ſhall attentively conſider, both your Doctrine 
and your Arguments. Which that I may execute with 
more Eaſe, and to better Purpoſe, be pleaſed to ſum up, 
in a few Words, the Subſtance of what has paſſed. — 
This done, it will be Time to withdraw. The Flow- 
ers, You ſee, are our Monitors. They have folded 
up their Robes, and veiled their Beauties. A Cuſtom 
which they ſeldom uſe, till the rihng Damps render it 
unſafe, for their Maſter to be among them ; and the 
ſurrounding Gloom renders it difficult for his Eye to diſ- 
tinguiſn them. 

Aſp. You could not oblige me more, than by giv- 
ing me ſuch a Command. We trult for 42 
tion, \ 

Not on our own external Duties, This were to build 
our Houſe upon the Sand. Which, when the Rains 
deſcend, when the Torrents pour, when the Winds 
blow with tempeituous Violence, will certainly fall ; 
and bury the Builder, with all his vain Hopes, in ir- 
retrievable Ruin. 

Not on the Sincerity of our Hearts. This, if oppo- 
ſed to CHRIST, and made the Rival of his Merits, will 
be a ©* deſpiſed broken Idol.” Deſpiſed, by the infi- 
nitely ſublime and majeſtic RULER of the World. 
Broten, with regard to the Streſs We lay, or the Con- 
fidence We repoſe, on ſo deceitful a Prop. No more 
able to ſtand in the Judgment of the great Day, than 


Deut. xxxii, 2. ＋ Job xxix. 19. 


P 5 Dagon 
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Dagon was able to maintain his Station before the Ark 
of the LORD GOD of Hoſts “. 

Not upon our Faith. This is often weak, as the 
ricketty Child: ſometimes quite faint, like a Perſon in 
a deep Swoon : always imperfect, like every other Per- 
formance of ours. Alas! To what afflicting Fears, to 
what grievous Deſpondency ſhould I, for my Part, be 
perpetually liable, if my own Faith was the Ground of 
my Juſtification. Bleſſed be the FATHER of Mercies ! 
We have a ſurer Support. Not upon Faith, but upon 
its gracious AUTHOR, and glorious OBJECT, is the 
Hope of ae] founded. Yet 

Not upon our LORD's Righteouſneſs, conſidered 
only as paſſive; but upon his active and paſſiue Obe- 
dience united. All that He did, in Conformity to the 
Commands of the Law ; and all that He /ufered, in 
Submiſſion to its Penalty. Both which, immenſely dig- 
nified by his divine Nature, are a Baſis for our Faith, 
which nothing can ſhake; are a Foundation for our 
Affiance, which can never be removed. Nothing 
elſe, in any Creature, or in all Worlds, could expiate 
the leaſt Sin. This not only expiates all Sin, but gives 
a Title to every Bleſſing to the Bleſſings of Grace, 
and of Glory——of evangelical Holineſs, and ever- 
laſting Happineſs. | 


D1iALOGVURFT XL 


As PAS TO. 


HAVE often purpoſed, and as often forgot, to 
aſk — What Pidture You was to attentively ſurvey- 
ing, when I ftole unperceived upon You, in this fa- 
vourite Arbour Þ. 


Ther, 
1 Sam, v. 3, 4. + See Dialogue V. p. 129. 
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Ther. I was indulging a penſive Pleaſure, in viewing 
the Ruins, and contemplating the Fate of Babylon . _ 
that renowned and opulent City! Once the Reſidence 
of the Afjrian Monarchs, and Capital of one of the 
greateſt Empires in the World. The Draught I held 
in my Hand, repreſented ſome of its Remains. And 
indeed this was the very laſt Subject, that employed 
my Thoughts. In the Morning, my Son brought me 
his Obſervations upon the Scene; which I have juſt 
now been reviſing. | 

For, I frequently ſet Him, to exerciſe his Judg- 
ment, or diſplay his Fancy, on remarkable Paſſages, 
which occur in Hiſtory. 
ed to determine a Controverſy, between the illuſtri- 
ous Leonidas, and the leſs celebrated Pezdaretus This 
was the Point in Debate: Which of them diſcovered 
the trueſt Generoſity of Spirit, and the moſt heroic 
Love of their Country? The former, who willingly 
ſacrificed his Life in its Defence? Or the latter, who, 
when He was a Candidate for a Seat amongſt the three 
hundred, and loſt his Election, inſtead of being cha- 
grined or difiatisfied, went home unfeignedly rejoicing, 
That there were found in Sparta, three hundred Men, 
more worthy than Himſelf? The Taſk of this Day 
was, To give a deſcriptive Picture of thoſe wonderful 
Ruins. 

Aſp. Pray, let me have the Pleaſure of hearing the 
young Gentleman's Performance. 

Ther. It will be too long, and too puerile: tire your 
Patience, and offend your Taſte. 

Aſp. I don't uſe to make either of theſe Complaints, 
when I am entertained with Theron's Compoſitions. 
And, as the Son has ſo much of his Father's Genius, 
Jam not at all apprehenſive of any ſuch Diſappoint- 
ment. We have a moft agreeable Situation, and 
more than an Hour's Leiſure. I mult therefore repeat 
my Requeit. 

her. Tis true, I have retouched the Sketch: vrhich 
may render it ſomewhat more tolerable. And ſince 
You perſiſt in your Demand, I will read the Paper. 
Only deſiring ſome Allowance for. a little Luxu- 

FIAney 


He was lately commiſſion- 


| 
16 
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riancy of Imagination. Which, in young Writers it 
may be adviſeable to indulge, rather than repreſs. As 
Age and Judgment will, probably, come with the prun- 
ing Knife, and make the proper Retrenchments.— 
I muſt farther obſerve, that, contrary to the Cuſtom 
which prevails in our Schools, I generally chuſe to have 
Him expreſs his Sentiments in Engliſb. Becauſe, it 
is in this Language he muſt communicate his own, 
and become acquainted with the Ideas of Others. Be- 
cauſe, to acquire ſome good Degree of Propriety and 
Fluency in this his native Tongue, will be incompara- 
bly more ſerviceable, than to — Latin with the Te- 


rentian Elegance, or to write it with the Ciceronian Co- 
piouineſs. 


Is this Pabylon ? The Glory of Kingdoms! The 
Beauty of the Chaldean Excellency * 


Where once the gorgeous Eafl, with richeſt Hand, 
Shower'd on her Kings barbaric Pearl and Gola. 


How is She fallen! Fallen from the Height of Magni- 
ficence, into the Abyſs of Confuſion ! What was once 
the Object of univerſal Admiration, is now a Spectacle 
of Aſtoniſhment and Horror. | 

The Palace, where Majeſty ſat inthroned like ſome 
terreſtrial Deity, is a Heap of Rubbiſh : no longer di- 
ſtinguiſned by an Air of ſuperior Elegance, but by 
ſtronger and more melancholy Marks of departed Dig- 
nity. Where, the Nobles of that ſumptuous Court, 
trailed along the Marble Pavements their Robes of Pur- 
ple and Embroidery ; there, the creſted Snake hiſſes, 
or the fierce invenomed Adder glides. 5 

How changed is the hoſpitable Hall, and how diſ- 


graced the cam of State! The firſt afforded a conſtant 


and 


Benjamin, a Jew of Tudela, in his Itinerary, written about 
the Year of our LORD 1170, tells Ue,— That He was upon 
„ the Place where this City formerly ſtood, and found it wholly 
deſolated and deſtroyed. Only ſome Ruins of Nebuchadrezzar's 
„ Palace were ſtill remaining; but Men were afraid to go near 
them, by reaſon of the many Serpents and Scorpions, that 
«« were then in the Place.“ 


v 
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Md cordial Reception to the welcome Gueſts; in the 
laſt, the great King gave Audience to his cringing, his 
adoring Vaſſals. Now, "Thorns over-run the Circum- 
ference, and Deſolation fits in the Threſhold” of 
them both. Where are the Roofs of Ivory, painted 
with Vermilion, and adorned with Sculpture? The ra- 
diant Roofs, whoſe Lamps of burniſhed Silver, pendent 
in many a blazing Row, yielded Light as from another 
Sky ? * from their Foundations, they he clotted 
with defiling Dirt, or claſped in tangling Briars. 
Myufic no longer pours her Harmony, 2 the ſpa- 
cious and extended Apartment; but the _— 
neſtling in ſome Cleft of the Ruins, ſcreams her harſh 
and portentous Diſſonance. Foy no longer leads up the 
ſprightly Dance, amidſt the Luſtre of that artificial 
Day; but the ſolitary Batt flits in filent Circles, or 
flaps her ſooty Wings. All thoſe gay Delights let 
the Sons of Senſuality hear the Tale, and take Warning 
from the Cataſtrophe ! all thoſe gay Delights are 
extinguiſhed, like one of their feebleſt Tapers ; which, 
having illuminated for a while the feſtive Aſſembly, 
ſhone itſelf to the Edges of the exhauſted Socket, and 
in a Moment flaſhed into Stench and Darkneſs. 

The Walls, though cemented with Bitumen *, and 
conſolidated into the Firmneſs of a Flint, are become 
like the broken Bubble. There was a Time, when 
the Inhabitants, confiding in the Strength of their 
Bulwarks, and their impregnable Towers, looked down 
with fearleſs Diſdain on the Army of Beſiegers. But 
now the Prophet's Threatening 1s moſt terribly ful- 
filled: The Fortreſs of the high Fort of thy Walls hath 
HE brought down, laid low, and brought to the Ground, 
even to the Duſt +, — Where are the Gates, the grand 


and 


* The Walls were built of Brick, and cemented with a glu- 
tincus Kind of Slime; which binds more firmly than any Mortar, 
and ſoon grows harder, than the Brick or Stones themſelves.— 
They were, according to the Account given by Herodotus, in 
Breadth eighty-ſeven Feet, in Height three hundred and fifty Feet, 
and reckoned to be abſolutely impregnable, Inſomuch that the In- 
habitants, when beſieged by Cyrus, inſulted Him from the Walls, 
and laughed at his Attempt, as a vain impracticable Project, 
Herodot. Lib. I. ＋ Lai. xxv. 12. 


and glittering Gates , that admitted the triumphant 
Hoſts, or poured forth their numerous Legions a- 
gainſt the Day of Battle? Not one Trace remains, 
to tell the inquiſitive Stranger; „Here the ſpacious 
« Avenues opened: Here the maſſy Portals roſe.” — 
Commodious Walls, in which the cluſtering Mer- 
Chants raiſed the buſy Hum, and planned the Schemes 
of Commerce; ample Streets, in which Induſtry drove 
the toiling Car, or ſmote the ſounding Anvil ; are 
ſhrouded with matted Graſs, or buried beneath the 
rankeſt Weeds. Silence, in both Places, a ſullen Si- 
lence reigns; and Inactivity, a death-like Inactivity, 
ſlumbers. 

What is become of thoſe Hanging-gardens, which, 
for curious Contrivance and ſtupendous Workman- 
ſhip, were never equalled in any Nation under Hea- 
ven? Terraces, that overlooked the talleſt Houſes ! 
Parterres, exalted to the Clouds, and opening their 
flowery Beauties in that ſtrange Region! Groves, whoſe 
very Roots were higher than the Tops of the loftieſt 
Trees !—They are now ſmitten by a dreadful Blaſt. 
Their Beauty is gone like a withered Leaf. Inſtead 
of being the favourite Retreats of a Queen, and the 
Admiration of the whole World, they-are a Neſt for 

iſonous Reptiles, and a Kennel for ravenous Beaſts. 

he Traveler, initead of expatiating with Delight, 
where this penſile Paradiſe flouriſhed, is ſtruck with 
Horror ; keeps at a trembling Diſtance ; and ſurveying 
the rueful Spot, cries out, Righteous art thou, O LORD, 
and true are thy Fudements ! 

Here ſtands an Obeliſt, maimed by the Stroke of 
| revolving Years, like a Mountain Oak ſhattered by 
| the flaming Bolt. Another, all unhinged, and quite 
disjointed, ſeems to tremble before every Blaſt that 

blows. 
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1 There were no leſs than a hundred Gates, all of ſa/id Braſs, 
| Hence it is, that when JEHOV AH promiſes to make Cyrus Ma- 
ſter of Baby/on, He jpeaks in this very remarkable and parzicu- 
larizing Manner; I 2vill break in Pieces before Thee the CA of 
Braſs. ai. xlv. 2. 


DIALOGUE XI. 327 


blows... There the Pyramid; firm as the ſolid Rock, 
and ſtable, One would have thought, as the everlaſt- 
ing Hills; wrenched from its mighty Baſe, is tumbled 
headlong in enormous Ruin, and has cruſhed many a 
Structure by its Fall. See yonder, the triumphal 
Arch; which exhibited, through its extenſive and beau- 
tiful Bend, an advantageous View of the Firmament. 
It was, once, the — Memorial of ſome celebrated 
Victory; it is, now, converted into a Trophy of a 
very different Kind. Juſt retaining two uneven, bat- 
tered, ragged Stumps, it ſerves to recognize the de- 
ſtructive Ravages of Time. §pires, that pierced the 
Clouds, and ſhot into the Skies, are levelled with the 
trodden Soil. On Pinacles, to which the ſtrong-winged 
Bird could hardly ſoar, the groveling Worm crawls, 
and the ſordid Snail leaves her ſlimy Track. Baths, 
that contained the tranſlucent Wave, and were ſo often 
perfumed with odoriferous Unguents, are choked with 
Filth; the grand Co/onade, that ſurrounded them, is 
ſhivered to pieces ; and the elevated Dome, that co- 
vered them, is daſhed to the Ground. The public 
Aquedudts, that conveyed Cleanlineſs and Health along 
their cryſtal Currents, are degenerated into a ſtagnat- 
ing Lake ; while croking Vermine ſwarm among the 

Weeds, and noiſome Exhalations ſteam from the Mire. 
Auguſt and ftately Temples, that ſeemed to affect the 
Neighbourhood of Heaven f, are funk to the 2 
Duſt. 


* Strabo calls the Temple of Belus a Pyramid, Lib. XV. But 
if the Critics in Hiſtory thould queſtion or deny the Exiſtence of 
Pyrimids among the Babylonians, for this and other Liberties uſed 
by our young Declaimer, Horace ſhall make an Apology 3. 


— Picteribus atque Poet's 
Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit æ qua Poteſt as. 


+ A Tower in the Temple of Belus, and dedicated to his Wor- 
ſhip, was molt amazingly high. It conſiſted of eight Towers, erect - 
ed one above another. It aroſe to the Elevation of fix hundred 
Feet perpendicular. And is thought, by the learned Bechart, to 
have been Part of that ſuperb Work, which was begun when rhe 
whole Earth was of one Lan nage: but miſcarricd, or rather was 
providentially defeated, by the Confuſion of Tongues, In this Struc- 
ture, there were doubt ſeſs very ſtrong Traces of that arrogant 
Boaſt; Let Us build Us a City and a Jever, whoſe Top may react to 
Heaven. Gen. xi. 4. 
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Duſt. Who can point the Spot, where the conſe- 
crated Victim bled, or the ſacred Fire glowed? Where 
the ſceptered Image lifted its majeſtic Mead, or the ve- 
nerating Crouds bowed the ſuppliant Knee“? De- 
graded are thoſe ſplendid Vanities, and caſt (according 
to the Denunciation of the ſacred Oracles) to the Bats 
and to the Moles f. All is low; low as the ſpurious 
Dignity of the Idols they complimented ; low as the 
Straw, that is trodden down for the Dunghill J. | 

Sepulchres, the once venerable Repoſitories of the 
Dead, awful Manſions, deſtined to everlaſting Conceal- 
ment; are cleft and rent aſunder. They diſcloſe the 
horrid Secrets of the Pit, and frightfully yawn upon 
the blaſted Day. Poflibly, ſome ravenous Creature 
lurks within, that has already rifled the Tomb of its 
Hero; given the putrid Bones a new Grave; and 
waits only for the Approach of Night, to repeat his 
funeral Dirge in Vells. — Inſcriptions, deſigned to per- 
petuate ſome illuſtrious Character, or eternize ſome 
heroic Deed, are blended in the promiſcuous Maſs. In 
vain would the prying Antiquary ſearch for a legible 
or conſiſtent Sentence: in vain attempt to find the me- 
morable Names of a Nebachadnexxar or a Nimrod. Theſe, 
though engraved on Plates of Braſs, or cut in Blocks 
of Marble, are loſt amidſt the ſtupendous Lumber ; as 
Prints on the unſteady Sand are effaced, when returning 
Tides ſmooth the furrowed Beach. 

Here and there a ftraggling Cypreſs riſes, as it were 
with funeral Solemnity, amidſt the Waſte F. Some- 
what like the black Plumes, nodding over the mourn- 


ful 


* Alluding to that prodigious Inſtance of Profuſeneſs, Oſtenta- 
tion, and ido'atrous Madneſs, the golden Image ſet up in the Plain 
of Dura : whoſe Height (that is, the Height of the Statue and Pe- 
deſtal taken together) was threeſcore Cubits. Dan. iii. 1. See Pri- 
deaux's Connection. Vol. I. p. 95. Sc. p. 567, Ec. 

F Iſai. ii. 20. 1 Ilai. xxv. 10. 

Y Rauwolf, a Ger man Traveler, who paſſed that Way, in the 
Year of our LORD 1574, ſays ; This Country is ſo dry and bar- 
« ren, that it cannot be tilled; and ſo bare, that I ſhould have 
« dcubted, whether the potent Babylon did ſtand there, if J had 
& not known it by ſeveral antient and delicate Antiquities, that are 
« {till ſtanding hereabout in great Deſolation,” 
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ful Hearſe, they augment the Sadneſs of the Scene, 
and throw a deeper Horror on all below..-No human 
Voice is heard, nor human Face ſeen, amidſt theſe de- 
ſolated Heaps, 'Too dreary, even for the Roam of 
hoary Hermit, or the Cel] of gloomy Monk. Aban- 
doned they are, totally abandoned, to the Dominion 
of Solitude; or elſe, to the unmoleſted Reſort of ſhag- 
gy Monſters, and feathered Hags; that ftun the mid- 
night Hours—zhe/e, with their importunate Shrieks— 
thoſe, with their execrable Howls. 

See! to what a deſpicable, what an abhorred State, 
the proudeft Monuments of earthly Grandeur, and the 
moſt coſtly Apparatus for earthly Felicity, may be re- 
duced! A pregnant and alarming Proof, that, for /aft- 
ing Honour, or real Happineſs, 


They build too low, who build beneath the Skies. 


Aſp. I very much approve the Choice of your Sub- 
jet. The Ruins of Perſepolis, would have given Us a 
View of Magnificence in Abaſement. The Ruins of 
Palmyra, might have ſhewed Us Elegance in the Duſt. 
But the Ruins of Babylon diſplay at once, Magnificence 
and Elegance under an Eclipſe, Scripture and Rewela- 
tion in their Glory.—'The utter Deſtruction of this Ci- 
ty, which was abſolutely unequalled“ in every Inſtance 
of Dignity, and feemingly invincible by any Enemy, 
muſt certainly have been looked upon as the moſt impro- 
bable of Events. Nevertheleſs its utter Deſtruction was 
decreed by JEHOVAH, and denounced by his Pro- 

het, ſeveral Ages before the Execution took place. 

he awful Sentence was not only recorded, but is ſtill 
remaining, in the public Archives of our Religion. 

Ther. Where is this Sentence recorded ? 

App. In the Prophecy of J/aiah. And not only re- 
corded, but in the moſt circumſtantial Manner, and 
with a minute Detail of the horrible Deſolations. Theſe 
are the Words of the inſpired Writer ; Babylon, the 
Glory of Kingdoms, the Beauty of the Chaldees Excellency, 


Gall 


Unegualled—Repreſented therefore by the golden Head, in Ne- 
buebadnezzar's prophetic Dream, and erablematic Image. Dan. ii. 38. 


— 


” 
** 0 1 
— 3 — jo - 
—— 322 — — — — — — 


330 DIALOGUE XL. 
ſhall be as when GO D overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 


It. hall newer be inhabited; neither ſhall it be dwelt in 
from Generation to Generation: Neither ſhall the Arabian 


pitch Tent there ; neither ſhall the Shepherds make their 
Fold there. But wild Beaſts of the Deſert ſhall lie there, 
and their Houſes ſhall be full of doleful Creatures, and 
' Owls ſhall dawell there, and Satyrs ſhall dance there. And 
the wild Beaſts of the Iſlands ſpall cry in their deſolate 
Houſes, and Dragons in their pleaſant Palaces . 

In the two firſt Sentences, is comprized the moſt 


finiſhed Picture of Proſperity and Grandeur. The Glory 


of Kingdems; beyond every other Metropolis, ſpacious, 
ornamented, and wealthy ; revered by many conquered 
and tributary Dominions, as their Miſtreſs, and their 
Sovereign. The Beauty of the Chaldees Excellency : 
The Chaldeans, who excelled all the Nations of the 
Earth in Riches, in Splendor, and in Power, even they 
gloried in this wonderful City. This was the higheſt 
Honour of the moſt illuſtrious, and chief Strength of 
the moſt victorious People ; faireſt, where all was con- 
ſpicuouſly fair ; nobleſt, where all was ſupereminently 
noble. Yet this diſtinguiſhed, this crowning City, 
Fall, at the blaſting of the Breath of JEHOVAH, be 
deſtroyed as 9 „ as when GOD overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

In deſcribing the overthrow of this great City, the 
Prophet is equally admirable ; and riſes, by a moſt ju- 
dicious Gradation, into all the Pomp of Horror, g. 4. 
% Now, indeed, it is thronged with Citizens; but, the 
« Hour is —_— when it ſhall be intirely depopu- 
„ lated, and not ſo much as a ſingle Inhabitant left. — 
„ Leſt You ſhould think, that in Proceſs of Time it 


* may be re-edified, and again abound with joyful- 


„ Multitudes, it Mall newer be inhabited more; no, 
% newer be dwelt in any more, from Generation to Ge- 
* zeration ; but ſhall continue a diſmal Waſte, through 
all ſucceeding Ages: So far from being rebuilt, that 


« it ſhall be intirely uſeleſs. Not ſo much as the rude 


and roving Arabian ſhall pitch his Tent, or procure 
« for Himſelf the poor Accommodation of a 1 
8 


* Iſai. Xili. 19, 20, 21, 22. 


— — — ᷓ‚—ʒ——ͤ——ñ 


DIALOGUE XI. 331 


* Lodging; where. Millions of polite People baſked in 
c the Sunſhine of profuſe Proſperity. Neither ſhall. 
% the Shepherds make their Fold, or find ſo much as an 
« occaſional Shelter for their Flocks; where Kings, 
« Grandees, and Crouds of Citizens, repoſe themſelves 
in profound Tranquillity: Vea, ſo far from be- 
ing habitable, that it ſhall be inacceſſible: the Haunt 
of every doleful, horrid, and deſtructive Monſter : 
© and ſerve no manner of valuable Purpoſe, unleſs it 


„ be to ſtand as a Monument of divine Vengeance, 


and an Admonition to human Pride.” 


All this is foretold in Scripture; and, though to hu- 


man Appearance impoſſible, though to human Appre- 
henſion incredible, was, in the appointed Time, moſt 


minutely accompliſhed. The Memorials and Evidences 


of the Accompliſhment remain to this very Day. They 
are ſo authentic, that the moſt inquiſitive Curioſity can- 
not doubt; and ſo inconte/table, that the moſt bigotted 
Incredulity will not deny. And ſhould not this teach 


Us, to reverence the Authority, to admire the Wif-- 


dom, and confide in the Promiſes of that heavenly 
Volume ? 


E know, You are not fond of Compliments, Theron. 
Therefore, inſtead of ſpeaking my Opinion of Eugenio's 


Performance, I will endeavour to return your Favour. 


— Y ou have entertained me with an Account of the 


moſt memorable Ruins, extant'in the material World. 


Let me preſent my Friend with a Picture of Ruins, no- 


leſs remarkable, tar more deplorable, and unſpeakably 
intereſting to Us all. I ſhall give it, in the Colouring of 
a great Maſter ; whoſe Work, this very Day, I hap- 
pened to be peruſing. 

The Paſſage diſplays a Doctrine, of the utmoſt Im- 
portance in the Chriſſian Scheme; and by one of the 
fineſt Pieces of Imagery, to be met with in elegant 
Writing. I think, it may be looked upon, as a practical 
Improvement of Eugenio's Declamation. It pleaſed me 
ſo much, that I tranſcribed it; and I make no Apo- 
logy for reading it, becauſe I ſhall expect your Thanks. 
— Only let me hint, that it conſiders the human Soul, as 

origi- 
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5 an Habitation of GOD through the SPIRIT; 
and then, ſpeaking of its fallen Condition, proceeds. 
That He hath withdrawn Himſelf, and left this 
% his Temple deſolate, We have many ſad and plain 
“ Proofs before Us. The fately Ruins are viſible to 
« every Eye, that bear in their From (yet extant) this 
* doleful Inſcription; HERR GOD once pwerLrT. 
« Enough appears of the admirable Frame and Struc- 
ture of the Soul of Man, to ſhew the divine Preſence 
did ſometime reſide in it; more than enough of vi- 
« cious Deformity, to proclaim He is now retired and 
„gone. The Lamps are extinct, the Altar overturned ; 
« the Light and Lowe are now vaniſhed, which did the 
% one ine, with ſo heavenly Brightneſs; the other 
% burn, with ſo pious Fervour. The golden Candleſtic 
« is diſplaced, and thrown away as an uſeleſs bus. 
“ to make room for the Throne of the Prince of Dark- 
« neſs. The ſacred Incenſe, which ſent rolling up in 
« Clouds its rich Perfumes, is exchanged for a poi- 
« ſonous helliſh Vapour; and here is, inſtead of a — 
« Sawvour, a Stench. The comely Order of this Houſe 
« is turned all into Confuſion. The Beauties of Holi- 
% neſs into noiſome Impuritiess The Houſe of Prayer to 
« a Den of Thieves, and that of the worſt and moſt 
« horrid Crime; for every Luft is a Thief, and every 
Theft is Sacrilege : Continual Rapine and Robbery 
« is committed upon holy Things. The noble Powers, 
© which were deſigned and dedicated to divine Contem- 
1 plation and Delight, are alienated to the Service of 
ce the moſt deſpicable Idols, and employed unto the 
« yileſt Intuitions and Embraces ; to behold and ad- 
« mire lying Vanities, to indulge and cheriſh Luſt and 
% Wickednels. 
„ 'There is not now a Syſtem, an intire Table of 
&« coherent Truths to be found, or a Frame of Holineſs, 
but ſome ſhivered Parcels. And if Any, with great 
'Toil and Labour, apply themſelves to draw out here 
one Piece, and there another, and ſet them together; 
they ſerve rather to ſhew, how exquiſite the divine 
«© Workmanſhip was in the original Compeſition, than for 
“ preſent Uſe, to the excellent Purpoſes, for * 
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the Whole was at firſt deſigned. Some Pieces 


agree, and own one another ; but how ſoon are our 
Inquiries nonplus'd and ſuperſeded! How many At- 
tempts have been made, ſince that fearful Fall and 
Ruin of this Fabric, to compoſe again the Truths of 
ſo many ſeveral Kinds into their diſtinct Orders, 
and make up Frames of Science or uſeful Know- 
ledge! and after ſo many Ages, _— is finiſhed 
in any Kind. Sometimes, Truths are miſplaced, and 
what belongs to ove Kind, is transferred to another, 
where it will not fitly match; ſometimes, Falhood 
inſerted, which ſhatters or diſturbs the whole Frame. 
And what with much fruitleſs Pains, is done by one 
Hand, is daſhed in Pieces by another ; and it is the 
Work of a following Age to ſweep away the fine- 
ſpun Cobwebs of a former. And thoſe Truths, which 
are of greateſt Uſe, though not moſt out of Sight, 
are leaſt regarded; their 'Tendency and Deſign are 
overlooked, or they are ſo looſened and torn off, 
that they cannot be wrought in, ſo as to take hold 
of the Soul; but hover as faint ineffeftual Notions, 
that ſignify Nothing. Its very fundamental Powers 
are ſhaken and disjointed, and their Order towards 
one another confounded and broken. So that what 
is judged confiderable, is not confidered ; what is re- 
commended as eligible and lovely, is not loved and 
choſen. Yea, the Truth which is after Godlineſs, 
is not ſo much 4/b«/iewed, as hated, held in Unrigh- 
teouſneſs: and ſhines as too feeble a Light, in that 
malignant Darkneſs, which comprehend; it not. You 
come, amidſt all this Confuſion, as into the ruined. 
Palace of ſome great Prince, in which You ſee here 
the Fragments of a noble Pillar, there the ſt at- 
tered Pieces of ſome curious Imagery ; and all ly- 
ing neglected and uſeleſs amongit Heaps of Dirt. 
He that invites You to take a View of the Soul of 
Man, gives You but ſuch another Proſpect, and 
doth but ſay to You, Behold the Deſolation, all 
Things rude and waſte. So that ſhould there be 
any Fretence to the d:vine Preſence, it might be 
faid, F GOD be here, why is it thus? The faded 

Glory, 


| 
8 
j 
1 


— 


7 — rr 


A 
3 
% 
Ti 
* 
A 
| 


334 DIALOGUE XI. 


„Glory, the Darkneſs, the Diſorder, the Impurity, 
* the decayed State in all reſpects of this Temple, 
too plainly ſhew, The GREAT INHABIT ANT 
is gone . 
Ther. Your Painter, I muſt own, is a Maſter in his 
Profeſſion ; and ſeems to have a peculiar Talent for 
a Night-fiece.—But why, I beſeech You, ſo much of 
his Shades and Solemnity? Has He no Colours, but 
the dark? No Lineaments, but the four ? Could He 
not allow Us one bright Tint, one ſmiling Feature? 
when he was copying the nobleſt Being in this ſublu- 
nary World?—ls it for the Honour of the great CRE- 
AT'OR, to give ſuch a deformed Draught of his moſt 
finiſhed Workmanſhip? | 
Ap. It reflects no kind of Diſhonour upon the Ar- 
chitect of Babylon, that its Palaces are fallen, its Edi- 
fices demoliſhed, and its Walls levelled with the Ground. 
They might have been built with the exacteſt Sym- 
metry, and once embelliſhed with every graceful Or- 
nament ; notwithſtanding the Stroke of Violence, or 
the ſap of Years, have now reduced them to Heaps of 
Rubbiſh.—The human Soul, when recent from the In- 
ſpiration of the ALMIGHTY, was bright with 
Knowledge, amiable with Virtue, and in every reſpe& 
excellent. But How-to ſpeak in the Language of the 
mourning Prophet ; a Language, never more pertinent 


than on the preſent Occaſion—How is the Gold become 


dim ! How is the moſt fine Gold changed ! 

7 her. Man's Soul is rational and eternal; is the Off- 
ſpring of the DELT V, and capable of reſembling its 
MAKER. 

Aſp. What Milton allows to the fallen Arch-Angel, 
I can readily allow to fallen Man: 


He had not loft 
All his Original Brightneſs. 


The grand and diſtinguiſhing Faculties of the Soul 


remain. Juſt as, when a Fountain is poiſoned, the 
Waters 


See Mr, Howe's Treatiſe, intituled The living Temple, 
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Waters continue to flow : but flow no longer with 
Health, flow rather with Death in the Stream. 'Theſe 
very Faculties, unleſs renewed and regulated by the in- 
fluence of Religion, muſt be our preſent Miſery, and 
will prove our everlaſting Curſe. The Soul, You 
fay, is rational, is eternal. And do not even the Devils 
poſſeſs the Powers of Reaſon? Is not their Exiſtence 
alſo of an endleſs Duration? Yet are they all Crea- 
tures, the moſt execrable and the moſt miſerable. 

You call the human Soul, the Offspring of the 
DEITY. And You call it properly. Muſt We 
not then adopt the Prophet's Exclamation, ** How 
« art thou fallen O Lucifer, Son of the Morning ! How 
« art 'Thou degenerated O Man, Son of the MOST 
« HIGH! Thy glorious Original ſerves only to ſet 
&« forth, with more glaring Evidence, thy deplorable 
«© Apoſtacy.” 

Capable, You add, of reſembling its MAKE R. 
This, I acknowledge, is a valuable Prerogative, In 
this the infernal Spirits have no Share. But this Ca- 
pacity will always lie dormant ; will never awaken in- 
to Act; never be eſtabliſhed in Habit; unleſs Al- 
mighty GRACE intervene. 

Ther. The moſt celebrated Philoſophers of Anti- 
quity, frequently exhort their Readers to follow Na- 
ture; as a certain Guide to true Excellence. — Many 
eloquent Writers of our own Country, inlarge upon 
the Dignity of human Nature; and from this Topic 
derive very forcible Arguments, for a correſpondent 
Dignity both of Sentiment and Behaviour. Upon 
what can thoſe Principles of the antient Sages, and of 
our later Moraliſts, be founded? 

Aſp. Indeed, Theron, Iam at a loſs to tell. If they 
have any Foundation, it is merely imaginary ; not laid 
in Truth, nor confirmed by Experience. Accord- 
ing to my Apprehenſion, they invert the Order of 
Things. They take that for a Poftulatem, which 
ought to be ranked among the Dęſiderata; and make 
an Axion of a mere Figment. 

Had Man continued, as he was created, to act ac- 
ccrding to Nature, and according to the Law of 

GOD, 
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G OD, would have been one and the ſame Thing. 
For which Reaſon, We find no Precepts of Religion, 
no Delineation of Morality, given to Adam in | 
diſe. Becauſe, Religion and Morality were engra- 
ven on his Heart; or rather they reſulted from the 
very Bent and Tendency of his perfect Frame.— But 
ſince the Fall it is quite otherwiſe. 

Ther. Have not many of the antient Worthies been 
living Confutations of your Opinion? Wiſe Philoſo- 
phers, judicious Lawgivers, and ſteady Miniſters of 
Juſtice ? Their Deſires refined, their Affections bene- 
volent, their whole Conduct upright. | 

Aſp. 1 cannot forbear wondering, that You ſhould 
inſtance in Lawgivers and Minifters of Juſtice. Since 
the very Inſtitution of their Office preſuppoſes the De- 
pravity of Mankind. Was human Nature agitated by 
no irregular or vicious Inclinations, the Barrier of Laws 
would be as needleſs in civil Societies, as the vaſt 
Banks of Holland are needleſs in our upland Coun- 
ties. 

But this, You will fay, is a digreſſive Obſervation. 
Your Queſtion requires a poſitive Anſwer. And it is 


eaſy toanſwer, That the Painting is beyond the Life. 


If my Author has been too free with the dari, my 
Friend has been too laviſh of the glittering Colohrs.— 
Thoſe famous Men might aim, perhaps, at the Ex- 
cellency You deſcribe. Not one of them came up to 


the Mark. Or, ſuppoſe they did, this would not in- 


validate my Tenet. 
Ther. This not invalidate your Tenet! Then De- 
monſtration carries no Conviction. 


Aſp. Pray, who is your greateſt Favourite, among 


all the renowned Perſons of Antiquity. 


Ther. Socrates. —He ſtands at the Head of the Claſs; 


and was, indiſputably, the wiſeſt and the beſt of the 
Heathen World. 4 

Aſp. I think ſo too.—Be pleaſed, however, to re- 
collect the Story of the Phyfognomit ; who pretend- 


ed to diſcover the Diſpoſition of the Mind, by the 


Caſt of the Countenance. The Profeſſor of this oc- 


cult Science undertook, You know, to ey bo 
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122 Socrates; and pronounced Him, after an 
Examination of his Features, laſcivious, paſſionate, 
and moroſe.— This Judgment, ſo extravagantly wide 
of the Truth, was bringing a Storm of Ridicule and 
Reſentment upon the poor Fortune- teller. When 
the ingenuous Philoſopher interpoſed, and owned the 
Deſcription to be exactly true. That ſuch was his na- 
tural Lemper; and if his Converſation had been of a 
different Turn, it was owing to the Aids of Philoſo- 
phy.—So that, even in your moſt finiſh'd “ Character, 
there was no innate Dignity. All was adventiticus. 
Ther. If Corruption was derived unto all Men from 
their Forefather Adam; methinks, all ſhould be equal- 
ly corrupt. But this is contrary to known Fact. Some 
We ſee naturally loving and lovely; gentle in their 
Manners ; and ſubject to no inordinate Appetites. 
Aſp. Some Perſons may be of more compoſed, or, if 
You pleaſe, of 4% difſelute Manners, than the Gene- 
rality of other People. Thanks to a better Temper- 
ature of their Conſtitution, or a more watchful Care 
in their Education. But ſhew me the unregene- 
rate Man, that is ſubject to 20 inordinate Appetites ? 
One vile Affection may check another, or a Senſe of 
Decency may hold the Curb upon all. But it is one 
Though I love and admire the Character of Socrates, yet I 


cannot approve the whole of his Conduct. One Thing which 
gives me particular Offence is, the Hu. Practice of Swearing, 


which occurs in all his Conferences with his Pupils Ma Tay 


Ala, Nu At, or ſome ſuch Appeal to the DEITY is uſed, not 
only in every Diſcqurſe, but almoſt in every Page; and that upon 
the moſt unnecceſſary Occaſions, —I have often wondered, that fo 
polite a Writer as Aenapbon, ſhould admit this flagrant Impropriety 
into his Dialogues. Which, beſides its rrreligzous Air, is ſome- 
what like the Crambe Repetita; and recurs, and recurs, and recurs, 
till it is really tireſome. But much more I wonder, that his excel- 
lent Maſter, ſhould ſuffer the Sanction of an Oath, to become ſo 
trivial; and the Honour of his Jupiter ſo cheap. 

This proves the deplorable Blindneſs of human Reaſon ; which 
could miſtake ſo notorous a Profanation of the DIVINE 
NAME, for a genteel Embelliſhment of Speech—lt ſhews Us, 
likewiſe, our extreme Need of that revealed Law, which, among 
other refined Precepts, unknown to the Religion of Nature, in- 
And Thou ſhalt not take tbe 
Name of the LORD thy GOD im vain, 
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Thing, to have the wild Beaſt in the Heart chained ; 
another, to have him expelled, or the Lion transform- 


ed into a Lamb. 


Ther. Have We not often obſerved heroic Courage, 
and a Generoſity of Spirit, where the Education has 
been none of the ſtricteſt ? To what can we aſcribe 
theſe laudable Qualities, but to the innate Nobleneſs 
of the Temper, working without any auxiliary Suc- 
cours? 

Aſp. Virtue, Theron, is a complete Aſſemblage, not 
ſome digointed Shreds, of laudable Qualities. Thoſe 
You mention, if not accompanied with the whole 
Circle of amiable Accompliſhments, are no more to be 
called Virtue ; than two or three ſcattered Fragments 
of an Edifice, are to be honoured with the Appellation 
of an Houſe... How often are thoſe very Perſons, 
with all their Fortitude, Slaves to ignoble Pleaſures, or 
in Bondage to the ba/e/t Luſls. A moſt infallible In- 
dication, that they have no uniform Generoſity, nor 
any real Courage. —Deſire of Fame, may prompt to 
many ſuch Acts, as dazzle the ſuperficial Eye: which 
yet are far, very far from genuine Virtue. 

Ther. Do you then attribute the Greaan Politeneſs 
and the high Reman Spirit, all the gallant Actions of 
their Heroes and Generals, to a Deſire of Fame? 

Aſp. There is Reaſon to ſuſpe&, that they derived 
their Origin from ſome improper Motive. And no 
Motive was more artfully inſtilled, or more aſſiduouſly 
cheriſhed, than the Spirit of Ambition. View their 
Crowns, their Statues, their triumphal Solemnities.— 
Read their Orators, their Hiſtorians, their Poets 
— The former were the Schaal, the latter were the Ma/- 
ters, to inculcate this grand Leſſon. 

Let Us conſider the Romans a little more attentive- 
ly; and not amidſt the Dregs of their Community, but 
in their very beſt Ages; when their Republic ſubſiſt- 
ed, and their Scipias flouriſhed. Many great and ſhin- 
ing Decds were undoubtedly performed. But did they 
ſpring from a reverential Regard to the SUPREME 
BEING; from Obedience to his Will, or Zeal for 
his Honour ? | * 
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If this Principle ſhould be thought too refined, did 
they proceed from a Love to their Fellow-creatures ? In 
caſe, neither of theſe Motives q actuated their Conduct, 
it can never be placed to the Account of Virtue.— 


Had Benevolence been their leading Principle, why 
ſuch Inhumanity to Carthage ? Why muſt that opulent 


City be laid in Aſhes, and her numerous Citizens be 
put to the Sword? Were they Enemies to Mankind, 
or a Nuiſance in the World? You weil know, that 
they were only too induſtrious, and too powerful. B 

which means, they would be in a Condition, to eclipſe 


.the Magnificence of the Rowan Name, and diſpute the 


Prize of Sovereignty with the Raman State. For this 
Crime ——a Crime, in Ambition's Eye, abſolutely 
inexcuſable—even Cato's upright Squl, ſhall doom 
them to utter Deſtruction; and Scpio's gentle Hand, 


ſhall execute the horrid Decree. 
Is this Virtue ? Does Virtue ravage Countries, from 

the mere Wantonneſs of Pride, or Luſt of Pre-emi- 
nence ? Does Virtue deſtroy Millions of Lives, onl 
to aggrandize a particular People, or extend the De 
minion of ſome favourite Empire? If this were Vir- 
tue, Brutus thought too honourably of her Character, 
when He termed Her an empty Name.] am ſure, my 
Theron has juſter Notions of Things. He need nat 
be informed, that true Virtue, far from perfonating 
the rapacious Harpy, acts as a Father to Others, as a 
Father to All. And, like H I M, who is both its Pat- 
tern and its Author, goes about doing Good. 

Ther. The moſt elegant Cane, it plunged into yon- 
der Baſon, while the Waters are curled by the Breeze, 


$ A Zeal for the Honour of GOD, and a "Concern for the 
Good of our Fello w- creatures, are the true Sources of Virtue, 
1 Cor. x. 24. 31. When cur Actions flow not from theſe Prin- 
ciples, Reaſon will put a Query upon them, and Revelation Wi 
expurge them from the Liſt of Virtues. They may be ſpecioug 
in themſelves ; they may be coſtly to the Performer; they ma? 
even be ſerviceable to Others. Byt can no more deſerve the Title 
of F'rtue, than the Activity of our Sun-fire Officers, in extin- 
guiſhing the Flames on ſome inſured Houſe, can merit the 


Name of Charity 
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will appear both crooked and coarſe. I cannot but 
think, the Accuſers of human Nature examine her 
State with a prejudiced Underſtanding. Which has the 
ſame perverſe Effect upon their Judgment, as thoſe 
Tufled Waves have upon the Sight. —Or elſe, they 
contemplate her Condition with a re/ancholy Mind; 
which, like a jaundiced Eye, gives every Object a diſ- 
tempered Aſpect: darkens the chearful ; diſcolours the 
beautiful; and hangs even the Sun in Mourning. 

Aſp. Rather let this be the Compariſon, to illuſtrate 
our Point. View the meaneſt Piece of Earth, 
through the Priſmatic Glaſs; and it will appear, not 
beautiful only, but perfectly ſplendid. Remove the 
deluſory Medium, and all the ſophiſticated Finery 
vaniſhes. The Indigo, the Orange, the Violet are 
gone; and leave nothing to be ſeen, but a rude un- 
ornamented Lump of Clay. — So, if We conſider hu- 
man Nature, according to the partial Repreſentations 


of Self-love; or contemplate it, in the flattering Mir. 


ror of ſome popular Writings ; it way ſeem regular, 
holy, excellent. But, if we behold it under the 
Light, the unerring Light of Revelation, its fanſied 
Charms diſappear ; it ſtands cloathed with Deformi- 
ty; and is a Spectacle of Commiſeration, if not of 
Horror. 

Ther. What Reaſon have You to father ſuch a No- 
tion upon the ſacred Writings *—The ſacred Writ- 
ings inform Us, that Man was made after the Image 
of G O D. This, fure, could not be fo diſhonourable 
and depraved a Pattern, as your Diſcourſe would in- 
ſinuate. | 

Aſp. Far, very far from a diſhonourable Pattern ! 
The Image of G O D is the conſummate Standard of all 
Perfection. In conformity to this admirable Exem- 
plar, our firſt Parents were created; and in this noble 
Condition they continued, till by Tranſgreſſion they 


fell. Fell from the moſt holy and happy State, into 


Guilt, Condemnation, and Ruin. Therefore when 
this fatal Cataſtrophe had taken place, the ſacred. Hiſ- 
torian varies his Style; and with a remarkable Pecu- 


liarity, as well as Propriety of Speech, ſays, Adam be- 
: gat 
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at a Son in his own *, not in the DIVINE Fiheneſs. 
hat every Reader may advert to this melancholy, 
but important Truth; it is marked more ſtrongly till ; 
it is inforced by a very emphatical Repetition. After 
his can Image +, Moſes adds; as contradiſtinguiſhed to 
the Image of GOD, mentioned in the preceding Verſe. 
Which Expreſſions are evidently intended, to denote 
the Difference between the State, in which Adam was 
created, and Seth was begotten. 

T/er Pray, let me have a ſuccinct, but full Account 
of ths tragical Story. Since all your orthodox Di- 
vines lay fach a mighty Streſs upon the Doctrine of 
the Fall. | 

Aſp. G O D, having formed the human Body out 
of the Ground, animated the Structure with a livin 
Soul ; and tranſcribed upon thys Soul the Image of his 
bleſſed SELF. All was Light in the Underſtanding ; 
all was Rectitude in the Will; and nothing but Har- 
mony in the Affections.— Man, thus endowed, was 
placed in the delightful Garden of Eden; and furniſh- 
ed with every Accommodation, that was neceſſary to 
ſupport his Being, or defirable to gratify his Senſes. — 
He was conſtituted Lord of this lower Creation ; and 
amidſt numberleſs Indulgencies, received only oe 
eaſy—negative Command— not to eat of the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Ewil.—From this He was to ab- 
ſtain, as a Pledge of his Subjection, and as an Exer- 
ciſe of his Obedience. Bliſs and Immortality were to 
be the Reward of Duty; Miſery and Death the Pu- 
niſhment of Diſobedience. In the Day thou eateſt there- 
4 thou ſhalt ſurely die, was the Sanction of the divine 

aw. 

How equitable ! How gracious the Terms ! Yet, 
neither the Authority of G O D, could deter Him 
from breaking them ; nor the Goodneſs of G O D in- 
duce Him to keep them. Unreaſonably diſcontented 
even with ſuch advantageous Circumſtances, and pre- 

ſumptuouſly aſpiring to be like the MOST HIGH, 

F This is affirmed, not of Cain, but of Seth, the moſt excellent 
of Adam's Children, and Father of the holy Seed. 
+ wor 5757 Gen. v. 3. Corruptus corruptum, 
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He hearkened to the Suggeſtions of the evil Spirit. —Is 
a Word ; He violated the Precept, and incurr'd the 
Penalty. GOD was juſt, and Man was undone. He 
loft his Uprightneſs ; became ſubject to Mortality; 
and, as the nervous Original exprefies it, Died the 
Death. 

Ther. True ; He became ſubje& to many bodily In- 
firmities, and to the Neceſſity of final Diſſolution.— 
But, what has this Sentence, or what have thefe Suf- 


ferings to do, with your Notion of univerſal Depravi- 
ty in the Mind? The Death, which the Almighty 


,EGISLATOR threatened, can be impoſed only 
to the Life, which the Almighty CREAT OR gave. 
Aſp. Be it ſo.— The CREATOR gave, and 
Man poſſeſſed a Life, incomparably more excellent, 
than that which the Pul& imparts, or the Beaſts enjoy. 
He poſſeſſed a divine Life; which, according to the 
Definition of the Apoſtle, confifted in Knowledge, in 
Rightecuſneſs, and true Holineſs. I his—which was the 
dilting uiſhing Glory, and the ſupreme Felicity of his 
Nature=this alas! was extinR. 

His Underſtanding, originally inlightened with Wiſ- 
dom, was clouded and overwhelmed with Ignorance. 
— His Heart, once filled with religious Veneration, and 
warmed with heavenly Love, became alienated from 
GOD his MAKE K.—His Paſſions and Appetites, 
inſtead of moving on, in orderly Array, according to 
the beauteous Meaſures of ruth and Duty, grew mu- 
tinous ; ſhook off the Government of Reaſon ; and ran 
wild, into the moſt lawleſs Extravagancies.—In a 
Word; the whole moral Frame was unhinged, dis- 
Jointed, broken. 

Ther. What Cauſe have You to ſuppoſe, that all 
this Miſery was either included in the Threatening, or 
mtroduced by the Fall ? 

Aſp. The Ignerance of fallen Adam was palpable. 
Witneſs that abſurd Attempt, to hide Himſelf from 


the Eye of OMNISCIENCE among the Trees 
of 


Innocence, that as a Veil 

Had fhadew'd them ficm knowing Ill, wwas gone, 

Ju Confidence, and native Rigbtecuſneſs. 

Milt, B. IX. I 054, 
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of the Garden.—His Averſion to the all-gracious 
G O D was equally plain. Otherwiſe, He would ne- 
ver have fled from his MAKER; but rather have 
haſted, and on the Wings of Deſire, into the place of 
the divine Manifeſtation. : 

A ſtrange Variety of diſorderly Paſſions &, were evi- 
dently predominant in his Breaſt. — Pride; for He re- 


fuſes to acknowledge his Guilt, though He cannot but 


own the Fact Ingratitude; for He obliquely upbraids 
the CREA T OR with his Gift, as though it had 
been a Snare, rather than a Bleſſing ; The Woman, 
whom Thou gave me— Want of natural Affection; for, 
He endeavours to caſt all the Blame upon the weaker 
Veſſel ; and to acquit his obnoxious Self, by impeach- 
ing the Wife of his Boſom.— The female Criminal 
acts the ſame unhumbled Part ; neither takes Shame to 
Herſelf; nor gives Glory to GOD; nor puts up a 
ſingle Petition for Pardon. 

As all theſe Diſaſters enſued, upon the Breach of the 
Commandment ; they furniſh Us, I think, with the 
beſt Key to open the Meaning of the prohibitory Sanc- 
tion. They prove, beyond any Argument, that ſpiri- 
tual Death, and all its Conſequences, were compre- 
hended in the Extent of the "Threatening, 

Ther. How could one Act of Diſobedience produce 
ſuch deſtructive Effects? Eraſe the fair Image of the 
GODHEAD; and ſtamp the Monſter, ſtamp the 


very Devil, in its Stead ?—And fo /mall an Act of Diſ- 
obedience too! 


& Milton ſpeaking of the unhappy Pair, and deſcribing the 

Conſequences of their Fall, ſays | 
Nor only Tears 

Rain'd at their Eyes ; but high Winds within 
Began to riſe, bigh P. ſſions, Anger, Hate, 
Miftruſt, Suſpici:n, Diſcord, and ſhock ſore 
Their inward State of Mind; calm Rep ion once, 
Ard full of Peace; now tit and turbulent! 
For, Underflanding rul'd not, and the Will 
Heard nit ber Lore! But, in Suljection ng 
To ſenſual Appetite, who from beneath 
Uſurping, over ſovereign Reaſon claim'd 
Superior Sway. 


B. IX. 1121. 
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Aſp. The Prohibition, if You pleaſs, was ſmall ; not 
ſo the Tranſgreſſion. It was comſnitted againſt the 
cleareſt Knowledge of Duty, and [he ſtrongeſt Obli- 
gations to Obedience. It argued Iygratitude for the 
richeſt Favours, and Unbelief of th\ moſt ſolemn De- 
clarations. It was an Act of the moſt Norrid Preſump- 
tion in the Creature, and of the moſt ingyous Rebel- 
lion againſt the CREAT OR. 

As to the Smallneſs, or rather the gentle and benign 
Import of the Conimand, this aggravates, beyond 
meaſure, the Crime of Diſobedience. Alluding to the 
Words, once addreſſed to the Syrian General, we may 
Juſtly expoſtulate O thou Adam, if thy LORD 
had bid Thee do ſome great Thing; in Submiſſion 
to ſuch a high Authority, and out of Gratitude for 
his unſpeakable Goodneſs, oughteſt thou not to have 
done it? How much more when He ſays to Thee? 
« —Frieely eat of all, except this fingle Tree. Thou- 
«« /ands, thouſands of Honours, Privileges, and Gifts 
„be thine; only one Acknowledgment of thy Subjec- 


tion, mine. And that the eaſieſt, which thy Heart 


can wiſh, or even thy Fancy conceive.” 

You aſk, How could one Act of Diſobedienee pro- 
duce ſuch deſtructive Effects? -I anſwer; The Reali- 
ty of the Fact, in numberleſs Inſtances of material Na- 
ture, is plain to a Demonſtration; while the Manner 
of Operation, remains an impenetrable Secret. Every 


Child perceives the former; the great Newton is at a 


Loſs {or the latter. For which Reaſon, I have al- 
ways thought it better, to believe what GOD has 
taught, than attempt to explain, what He has con- 
coed Let Us forego this curious, .perhaps fruitleſs 
Inquiry; and ſubſtitute a Remark, that naturally ariſes 
from the Subject, and may conſiderably edify our 
Minds. 

Ther. Edify ! Is it poſſible to render this dj/bonoura- 
bl: and affiifive Notion edifying? Can any generous 
Fruit ſpring from ſuch a penurious Soil? 

Aſp. Sampſon, I believe, had no ExpeQation of find- 
ing any Thing valuable, in the Relics of his ſlain Lion. 
But, to his agreeable Diſappointment, there was Honey 

in 
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in the Carcaſe *. If our Doctrine appear ghaſtly as the 
One, it may yield a Benefit u et as the Other, 

From hence We may learn (what, when rightly. 
learnt, is more ſerviceable than all the Sciences) the 
extreme Malignity of Sin. When Volcanos open their 
tremendous Jaws, and diſgorge a fiery Inundation ; 
they confine their Fury to a ſingle Territory. — When 
Famine lifts her mildewed Hand, and deſtroys the 
Supports of animal Life ; She is content with ruin- 
ing a Kingdom or a Nation. When War drenches 
her Sword in Blood, or the Pefti/ence impregnates the 
Air with Poiſon ; they alſo, even they obſerve ſome 
Limits, and never make the whole Compaſs of Nature 
the Scene of their Ravages. But Sin, levelled its 
Blow at the whole human Race. Sin poured Conta- 
gion, and ſpread Deſtruction, through a// Countries, 
and all Ages. One fingle Act of Sin brought Confu- 
ſion and a Curſe upon the material, and Miſeries, in- 
finite Millions of Miſeries, on the rational World || — 
How then ſhould We fear this mot pernicious of all 
Evils! With what Carefulneſs guard againſt its inſi- 
dious Allurements! With what Reſolution fly from its 
killing Careſſes! 

T her. I muſt obſerve, that you take for granted, what 
remains to be proved. For, ſuppoſing your Account 
true, with regard to Adam; yet, how does this affect 
his Children? Why muſt all his Poſterity be conta- 
minated, becauſe their Forefather has played the Pro- 
digal? Such a heavy Charge againſt the whole Body of 
Mankind will not be admitted, without very cogent: 
Proofs. | 

Aſp. The Proofs are cogent ; perhaps irrefragable. 
Reaſon offers to turn Evidence in the Caſe. Reaſon,. 
in Concurrence with Revelation, demands; he can 
bring a clean Thing out of an unclean + ? If the Fountain 


| * Judg. xiv. 8. k 
|| St, Chryſeſtom calls the firſt Tranſgreſſion, 2 warra Avuai- 
v0 apagcria. Which is, in a manner, trarflated by Milton; 
who, ſpeaking of the ſame tragical A, ſays, 
It brought Death into the World, and all our I oe. 
7 Job xiv. 4. 
Qs be 
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be polluted, how can the Streams be pure? And if the 
Root is corrupt, tis impoſſible to conceive, how the 
Branches ſhould be found, or the Fruit good 4. 

The ſcriptural Teſtimonies are almoſt innumerable. 
They pour their Evidence from every Quarter; and 
conſtitute, not two or three only, but a whole Cloud 


of Witneſſes. GOD made Man upright, ſays the royal 


Preacher; the human Nature, in its primitive State, 
was without any wrong Bias. But at, and ever ſince 


the firſt Tranſgreſſion, they hawe found out and follow- 


ed many perverſe Inventions . 

Ther. I don't deny, but Multitudes of People, ſe- 
duced by bad Example, or betrayed by their own Jnad- 
wertency, have departed from the Rule of Duty. Have, 


as the wiſe Man affirms, tried many fooliſh Experi- 


ments, to acquire Happineſs, and deviſed as many idle 
Excuſes for their Folly. But, this is no ſuch irrefra- 
gable Proof, that they were originally bad. It only im- 
plies, that, not taking proper heed to their Ways, they 
warped from their native Uprightneſs. As yonder Tu- 
lips, though perfectly beautiful at preſent, if not at- 
tended with the necefſary Cultivation, will degenerate 
into homely Flowers; and, at length, be no better 


than tawdry Weeds. 


Aſp. No, my Friend. Iniquity is not an adventi- 


tious Thing, catched from Example, or contracted by 
Careleſneſs. Theſe may increaſe, but theſe do not 
occaſion, the moral Malady. A ſinful Diſpoſition is as 
early as our Being: the very Mould, in which all 


our Faculties are caſt. 


Dawid bears very expreſs 
Teſtimony to this humbling Truth. Behold! He * a 


t Milton has anticipated Theron's Objection; and, in Adam's 
Soliloquy, very judicioufly ſolved it. 


— — 4h ! why ſpruld all Mankind 
For one Man's Fault, thus guiltleſs be tondemm d, 
If guiitlegſs? But from me what can proceed 

But all corrupt, both Body and Mind deprav'd ; 
Not to de only, but to will the fame 8 

With me? H w can they acquitted ſtand 

In & of GOD? B. X. 822. 
＋ Eccleſ. vii. 29. 
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N. B. upon the Paſſage. Tis a ſad, but certain Fact. 
Such as ſhould never depart from my Memory, nor 
ever be omitted in my Confeſſions; and is much to be 
regarded by every Reader. / was ſhapen in Wicked- 
neſs, and in Sin did my Mother conceive me ||. As 
though he had ſaid « Alas! LORD, this Crime, 
* though extremely horrid, is but a little Part of 
my Guilt. I have not only ſinned in Practice, but 
© I am totally and univerſally corrupt in my very 
Nature.“ ä 

This He acknowledges, not to extenuate his Of- 
fence, but to lay open his exceſſive Vileneſs. And 
indeed it is not poſſible, to form a right Judgment of 
Ourſelves, or to be duly humbled before GOD, unleſs 
We add the Depravation of our Nature to the Tranſ- 
greſſions of our Life. Juſt as it is impoſſible to diſcern, 
what monſtrous and voracious Animals lie hid in the 
Ocean, if We only glance an Eye upon the Surface of 
the Waters. 

Ther. This, You know, was written by the royal 
Penitent, under the Pangs of ſevere Remorſe. Does 
not a Senſe of his enormous Iniquity, and the Ap- 
prehenſion of divine Wrath, make his Hand ſhake, 
and lead Him to aggravate Features? Or, ſuppoſe 
it were true of the adulterous King, is it equally ap- 
plicable to Others, who have eſcaped ſuch groſs Pollu- 
tions? 

Aſp. It is no exaggerating Draught, but a faithful 
Delineation ; and exactly repreſents every Child of 
Adam. —It was written with the utmoſt Deliberation ; 
and therefore is introduced with that Call for peculiar 
Attention, Behold And, though David was ſcanda- 
louſly criminal in his Intrigue with the Wife of Uriah; 
yet, the general "Tenour of his Life was not only irre- 

roachable, but exemplary. Who ſo zealous for the 
House of his GOD, or ſo devoted an Admirer of the 
divine Word? His Heart was an Altar, ever flaming 
with heavenly Love; and his Tongue a Trumpet, to 
found the Praiſes of JEHOVAH through all Genera- 
tions, —And if He had Reaſon to make this abaſing 

x | Con- 
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feek after GOD *. 
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Confeſſion; who is the Perſon that can think himſelf 
aggrieved, by ſharing in the Imputation ? 

One of our moſt eminent Martyrs, when He heard 
of any Male factor, condemned to ſuffer an ignomini- 
ous Death, uſed to lay his Hand upon his Breaſt, and 
fay—*< The Seeds of all thoſe Villainies, which brought 
that unhappy Wretch to the Gibbet, were ſown Here. 
* And, if they have not ſprung up into the ſame de- 
*< teſtable Deeds, unto divine Grace, unto divine 
Grace alone, be all the Glory!“ 

Ther. Your Martyrs had bone/?t Hearts, but not al- 
ways the cleareſt Heads. 1 admire their Zeal, and re- 
verence their Memories: but I can no more receive 
their Opinion as an Oracle, than I can be perſuaded to 
worſhip their Relics. 


Aſp. 1 have no Intention to palm Popery on my 


Friend, nor any Defire to calumniate the human Spe- 


cies. If it be diſingenuous and finful, to aſperſe a par- 
ticular Character; how much more unjuſtifiable, to 
traduce our Nature in general ! 

My Account, dark and diſguſtful as it is, ſtands con- 
firmed by s higher Authority, than any private Opi- 
nion. It is 2 from an univerſal Survey of Man- 


kind; taken by the Eye of the CREATOR Himſelf, 


and left upon Record in the Books of Revelation. The 


LORD looked down from Heaven upon the Children of 
Men, to fee if there were Any that did underſtand, and 
What is the Reſult of this grand 
Inquiry? It muſt, without all Peradventure, be infal- 
libly true. Becauſe GOD's Inſpection is too keen, to 
be eluded; and his Judgment too impartial, to be 
biaſed. This is the Report, made by the infinite] 

wiſe OBSERVER : They are all gone aſide, they are at. 
together become filthy + ; there is None that doeth Good, no 


not One. 


Ther. 
Pal. xiv. 2. 
+ Pſal. xiv. 2, 3. The two original Words, NPN) 10 


are metaphorical Expreſſions; taken from ines, that are be- 
come ſour—and Meats, that are in a State of Putrefacr ton. I be- 
lie ve, it is impoſſible to find Images, more ſtrongly expreſlive of a 
total Depravity, and of the utmott Degeneracy. 
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Ther. This, I apprehend, is the Character of thoſe 
beſotted Creatures, thoſe moſt egregious of all Fools, 
l bo ſay, there is no GOD. To them the Pſalm relates, 
and to them the abandoned Character is appropriated. 
They have it, if I may ſo ſpeak, Cum Privilegio. 

Aſp. It is meant rather of practical, than of ſpecula- 
tive Atheiſts. Who ſay, not explicitly with their Mouths, 
but implicitly in their Hearts, There is no GOD. Who 
live, as if there was no ALL-SEEING EYE, to take 
Cognizance of their preſent Conduct; no SUPREME 
JUDGE, to call them to a future Reckoning. And 
I dare appeal to Experience, Whether this Inſtance of 
Fooliſbneſs, is not bound up in the Hearts of our Children +. 
Nay, whether it be not natural to Us all, both in 
Youth and Manhood, to forget our CREATOR? 

In this Caſe, Theron, there is no Monopoly. Your 
Right and mine, are too ſtrongly eſtabliſhed by Expe- 
rience, and too clearly expreſſed in the preceding Scrip- 
ture, to admit of any Controverſy. If there were 
Any, that underſtood They are all gone out of 
the Way There is None that doeth Good No, 
not One. Could any Conveyancer in Europe have 
contrived a Form of Words, more fully to aſcertain 
our unhappy Title? 

Ther. There may be ſame Texts in Scripture, which 
ſeem to countenance your Aſſertion. But theſe refer 
to the worſt of Men, in the worſt of Times. And can 
You, with any juſtice, aſcribe the Properties of a few 
Reprobates, to the whole Species? 


Ad. 


+ Prov. xxii. 15, Let None think, that by Foaliſbneſs the ſa- 
cred Writer means only thoſe fi/ly Tricks, which diſcover a 
Weakneſs of Underſtanding in Children. Solomon 's Fool is not the 
1dict, but the Sinner; and the Folly, ſtigmatized throughout the 
Proverbs, denotes, not a Failure in the intellectual, but in the re- 
ligiaus and moral Character. 

The Words, in this Paſſage, are peculiarly forcible. Fooliſoneſs 
is in the Heart; implanted in the very Nature, ſunk deep into the 
inmoſt Faculties. And not only ſunk deep, but adheres a'moſt 


inſeparably : MMWP is worapr, tied, and bound ; twines like the 
Ivy, and is rooted like the Oak, 


; * 
. 
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Ap This very Paſſage, and others of a like Import, 
are adopted by St. Paul, and applied both to Jeaus and 
Gentiles : with this profeſſed Deſign, that every Mouth 
may be ſtopped, and all the World may be found guilty * be- 


fore GOD. Which evinces, I ſhould think, beyond all 


Doubt, the Univer/ality of its Extent. 

If to the Univerſality, We add the Antiquity of this 
Fact, it will bear the two grand Characteriſtics of Truth. 
Far from being a novel Opinion, it was received as a 
Maxim, in the early Age of Job. What is Man, that 
He ſhould pretend to be clean? And he that is born of a 
Moman, that he ſhould preſume to be righteous? Righ- 
teous before the infinitely JUST and HOLY ONE! 
Behold! He putteth no Truft in his Saints, though the 
moſt exalted of all rational Beings. Yea, the Heavens, 
thoſe brighteſt Parts of the material Creation, are not 
clean in his Sight. How much more abominable and filthy 
is Man ? Who drinteth Iniquity, though loathſome to 
GOD, and worſe than Poiſon to his own Soul: yet 
drinketh it /ike Mater; without any Heſitation or the 
leaſt Fear, with an eager and profuſe Delight. 

This, You will obſerve, was alledged in a Diſpute, 
carried on with no ſmall Vehemency. Yet 1s admit- 
ted, on all hands, as unexceptionably true. — Be pleaſ- 
ed alſo to take Notice, That the Charge is not con- 
fined to ſome very notorious Sinners, but is laid againſt 
the whole Body of Mankind. Whatever Figure they 
may make, each in his own Conceit ; they are all de- 


{ſcribed in the Word of GOD as Beings, inſatiably 
athirſt 


* Rom. iii. 19. To - yerrra, “May beceme guilty,” does 
not ſo exactly anſwer the Scope of the Context, neither does it fo 
ſolidly eſtabliſh the Apoſtle's Argument, as “ may be found guil- 
« iy;“ be fully convicted, and apparently liable to moſt juſt 
Condemnation.— Thoſe Things were written of Old, and were 
quoted by St. Paul, not to render Men criminal, but to prove 
them ſo. 

+ Fob xv. 14, 15, 16. The immaculate Purity of the bleſſed 
GOD, and the utter Depravity of fallen Man, are Points of fo 
great Importance in the ſcriptural Syſtem of Divinity, that they 
are inculcated no leſs than three Times, within the Compals of this 
ſingle Book. And by much the ſame noble Contraſt of ſtriking 


Images. Chap. iv. 17, 18—XxV, 14, 15, 16—xxv. 4, 5, 6. 
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athirſt after Evil from Objear, that We cannot en- 
dure to behold; or cannot behold without Abhor- 
rence “. Such is Man by Nature! People muſt have 
Eyes very different from mine, to diſcern any Dignity 
in this Draught. 

Ther. As to innate Dignity, We will let it paſs. But 
this I muſt inſiſt upon, and ſeveral Writers of the firſt 
Repute are on my Side. —— That we enter the Stage 
of Life, in a State of Inadifference either to Good or Evil. 
That the Affections are like a Balance, nicely 
poiſed, and preponderating neither one Way nor the 
other. The whole Soul, like a Sheet of fair Paper 
is ec ually ſuſceptible of ſtraight or crooked Lines; and 
will as readily receive the amiable Features of an An- 
gel, as the hideous Deformity of a Devil. 

Aſp. With regard to your firit Illuſtration, The 
Simile, I think, confutes the Sentiment. For, to be 
in Suſpence, whether We ſhall love the LORD our 
GOD, the Giver of all Good, and the Source of all 
Perfection; this, ſurely, muſt be condemned as an ir- 
religious 'Temper. This is a criminal Halting be- 
tween GOD and Baal. A Neutrality, which 1s no 
better than Hoſtility. | 

I fear, the Writers You mention, pay but little De- 
ference to the inſpired Volume. Our Eſcutcheon is 
very differently blazoned, in that Office of ſpiritual 
Heraldry. A Tranſgreſſor from the Womb t, is one of 
our hereditary Titles. Tranſgrefſors We are, by ſtrong 
internal Propenſity ; even before We tranſgreſs, in out- 
ward Act. 


Obſerve 


* The original Words are R831 BYIN—One is uſed to ſig- 
nify that abominable Practice, which the AZgyptians could not 
bear to ſee, Exod. viii. ver. 22. Heb, Bib. ver. 26. Eng. Bib, — 
The other denotes an Object, too ſqualiid to be viewed without 
torbing. | 
, 1 Tſai, xlviii. 8. A Truth fo apparent and undeniable, that 
Seneca could not but diſcern it, though He was an uninlightened 
Heathen : could not but acknowledge it, though He was one of the 
Proud Stoic Set. Hac Conditione nati ſumus. Animalia obnoxia 


non paucioribus Animi quam Corporis Morbis, De Ira. Lib, II. 
C. 9. : 
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Obſerve the young Hawtharn Plants, that have un- 
folded their green Leaves, in yonder Nurſery; but 
have ſcarce learned to ſpread the gay Bloſſom. Is 
there in thoſe an equal Aptitude, to produce the luſci- 
ous juicy Grape, or their own coarſe and huſky Berry? 
By no means. They will (unleſs Ser with ſome ge- 
nerous Scyon) certainly, univerſally, conflantly bear the 
ſame harſh Fruit with their Parent Tree. — So certain- 
ly will the human Mind, if not renewed by the SPI- 
RIT of CHRIST, branch out into ungodly Tempers, 
and bring forth wicked Practices. 

Ther. The Nobleman, mentioned by Xenophon , 
when overcome by an alluring Temptation, deviſed 
for his Excuſe the Notion of two Souls ; one, that in- 
clined Him to Vice ; another, that prompted Him to 
Virtue. This was a moderate Caricatura+, compared 
with my Friend's. He will allow nothing regular or 
graceful in the human Heart. You have metamor- 
phoſed the Maſter-piece of the Creation, fnto ſuch a 
deformed Object; as may juſtly render Him a Per- 
ror to Himſelf. Can there be a groſſer Libel upon the 
CREATOR, or a greater Diſcouragement to our Fel- 
low-creatures ? 

Aſp. If this be a diſtorted Piece, what will You call 
the Citowing Deſcription ? GOD ſaw that the Wicked- 
nefs of Man, was great upon the Earth, and that every 
Imagination of the I houghts of his Heart, was only Evil 
continually | This, perhaps, may be reckoned a 
more monſtrous Drawing ſtill. Yet it came from that 
Hand, which painted the Canopy of the Skies, and 
touched all the Pictures of Nature into fuch inimitable 
Perfection. i 

Pray, let us examine the moſt diſtinguiſhing Features 
in this Draught. — Not barely the Works of his Hand, 
or the Words of his Tongue, but the Inagination. 1 
Bis Heart, are evil. The Contagion has ſpread itſelf 
through the inner Man. It has tainted the _—_ 

is 


Cyrepæ d. Lib. VI. 
+ A Term uſed by the Lalian Painters, to ſignify a Reſemblance 
deformed, borrid, of ridiculcus, 
Gen. vi. 8 
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his Principles, and the Source of his Actions, —Is there 
not, You will ſay, ſome Mixture of Good? No; they 
are only Evil. There is no hopeful Tendency. Not 
ſo much as a little Leaven of Piety; that may have a 
Chance to diffuſe itſelf, and meliorate the whole Lump. 
But are there no /ucid Intervals ? No happy Mo- 
ments, when Virtue gains the Aſcendency ? None: He 
is only evil continually. The Uſurpation of Sin is to- 
tal, and its Tyranny perpetual. 

What I have advanced, therefore, is no Libel upon 
the CREATOR's Benignity. Becauſe, it is the very 
Echo of his own Determination.—Neither is it ſo pro- 
perly diſcouraging, as humbling and alarming to our 
Fellow-creatures. Humbling, to make Us ſenſible of our 
Ruin: Alarming, to make Vs deſirous of a Recovery. 

Ther. Is not this Deſcription peculiar to the Men of 
that wicked Generation ; whoſe Guilt was as unparal- 
leled as their Puniſhment ? 

Aſp. It is applicable both to them and their Succeſ- 
ſors. The Wiſdom of GOD repeats the Charge, and 
fixes it upon the Race that ſurvived the Flood. The 
Depravity of human Nature continued, nor could the 
Waters of an univerſal Deluge purge it away. So deep 
alas! is the Stain, and fo incorrigible the Virulency of 
original Corruption; that it will yield to nothing To 
nothing will it yield, but to the Waſhing of Regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the HOLY GHOST *. Till this 
takes place, every Heart of Man muſt wear the Pro- 
phet's ſtigmatizing Motto, Deceitſul above all Things, 
and deſperately wicked. 

Ther. This Paſſage, I am informed, is not rightly 
tranſlated ; eſpecially, in the /aff Expreſſion. The 
Hebrew Original does not bear ſo hard upon the human 
Character as the Engliſb Verſion. 

Aſp. You allow then, that the Heart is deceitful. 
And of this We have a glaring Proof, in the Conduct 
of Hazael. He thought it impoſſible, that He ſhould 
ever perpetrate ſuch horrid Barbarities, as the Prophet 
foreſaw. Is thy Servant a Dog, that he do this great 
Thing +? Yes, Hazael; however thou mayeſt imagine 

'Thyſelf 


® Tit, iii. 5. + 2 Kings viii. 13. 
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11 byſelf gentle as a Lamb, thou art fierce as a Dog, 
and ſavage as a Tyger.— Which was moſt terribly de- 
monſtrated by the Event. 

Suppoſe, we tranſlate the other Word more accu- 
rately. The little Alteration will be of leſs Service to 
your Cauſe. Inſtead of deſperately wicked, You may, 
if You pleaſe, read deplorably diſordered*. This is the 
exact Import of the Phraſe. It is a Metaphor, de- 
rived from a very diſtempered Body. In which, the 
whole Head is ſick, and the whole Heart faint. From 
the Crown of whoſe Head, to the Sole of whoſe Feet, 
there is nothing but conſuming Diſeaſe, and enfeeb- 
ling Langours f. — The Rules of Civility may ſet a 
ſpacious Varniſh on the Converſation. But until Grace, 
ſanctifying Grace adminiſters the Remedy, the moſt ci- 
vilized Heart will be like the pale emaciated Cheek, 
that is poorly inlivened with Paint. 

Ther. What ſay the Writers of the New Teſtament? 
Is not their Way of thinking more liberal and benign ? 
If human Nature wore A hideous an Aſpect, under 
the legal Diſpenſation; ſince the Coming of our 
LORD, and the Publiſhing of his Goſpel, One may 
expect an improved and more pleaſing Face of Things. 

Aſp. Human Nature in every Period of Time, and 
under every Diſpenſation of Religion, is ſtil] the /ame. 
It was the SPIRIT of CHRIST, who indited the 
Old Teſtament, and He cannot vary from Himſelf, 
in the Declarations of the New. 

I am very much inclined to believe, That all the 
bodily Diſeaſes, which our divine PHYSICIAN healed, 
during his Abode on Earth, were ſo many emblema- 
tical Repreſentations of /piritual Diſorders. Which, 
like certain Family Diſtempers, may be ſaid to run in 
the Blood of all Viankind. —Will you give me leave, 
T heron, to explain myſelf? I don't like to ingroſs the 
Diſcourſe. Yet I would willingly inlarge upon this 
Subject. 


Ther, 


fer. xvii, 3. WIN, 

Þ+ Tſai. i 6. Agreeable to this Doctiine, and conſonant to this 

Metaphor, is the Confeſſion of our Liturgy, There is no Health 
in us, 
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Ther. By all means. The Laws of Argument, ſe- 
parate from the Indulgencies of Friendſhip, give you a 
Warrant to urge, whatever may ſupport your Cauſe. 
—Beſides, I ſhall be glad to hear your Sentiments up- 
on a Point fo curious. | 

Aſp. The poor Leper, covered with noiſome Sores, 
is the very Picture of a polluted Sinner. Was the One, 
for his contagious Impurities, ſeparated from the Socie- 
ty of his Fellow-citizens? So ſhall the other, for his 
abominable Uncleanneſs, be baniſhed from the beatihc 
Preſence: Unleſs He be cleanfed by the Blood, and 
juſtified by the Righteouſneſs of FESUS. 

You pity the Condition of that unhappy Creature, 
who was born b/ind. His Eyes rolled, but rolled in 
vain, to find the dawning Ray. Such is the benighted 
State of the human Mind, till ALMIGHTY GOOD- 
NESS command the Scales of Ignorance to fall off, and 
pour heavenly Day through all the intellectual Facul- 
ties. Then, and not till then, we begin to know the 
Holineſs, the Juſtice, the adorable Excellencies of 
GOD.—We ſee the ſublime Purity of his Law, and 
the extreme Depravity of our own Souls. We are 
brought acquainted with the tranſcendent Glories of 
our REDEEMER's Perſon, and apprehend that moſt 
comfortable Myſtery of his Subſtitution in our Stead. 
We diſcern the ineffable Perfection of his Merits, and 
the divinely rich Freeneſs of his Grace “. Truths, 
incomparably more delightful to the Soul, than all the 
delectable Scenes of Creation are to the Sight. 

The Paralytic's exervated Limbs too ly repreſent 
the Impotence of our Nature. Was He unable to grind 
at a Mill; to run in a Race; or to turn Himſelf on 
His Bed? So unable are We, to fight the good Fight 
of Faith; to exerciſe the Graces of Chri/{ianity ; or even 
to turn Ourſelves unto G OD. Do not you, my 
Friend, experience ſomething ot this Inability? For my 


Part, 

This and the preceding Particulars, arc 1,715 of the laſt 
Importance in the Chriftian School. he Khun + them de- 
ſerves to be moſt ſollicitouſly tought, both antes ol a- 
tion, and by earneſt Prayer. For, to know them; 3 3% 


wiſe; to be influenced by them, is to be juLſtantially vappy. 
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Part, I muſt lay my Hand on my Breaſt, and daily, 
hourly confeſs, ©* The Palſy is Here. Though not al- 
together dead in Sin (bleſſed be CHRIS / FESUS, 
* and his quickening SPIRIT!) yet how languid is 
„my Zeal, how enfteebled my Induſtry, in the great 
Affair of everlaſting Salvation! I would fain believe 
the Promiſes of the faithful JEHOVAH ; but how 
often do I ſtagger through Unbelief! I would fain 
« love the LORD my GOD with all my Heart ; 
„ but Oh! what Coldneſs benumbs my Afﬀections! I 
„ wiſh to be humble in every Thought; heavenly in 
„all my Deſires; and wholly reſigned to the divine 
„Will. But, alas! my Sufficiency for theſe Things, 
„js like the faccid Sinew, or the withered Arm.” 

It would be endleſs to particularize all the Maladies, 
which were Emblems of our Miſery, and the Tri- 
umphs of our LORD's Power. Let me only remark 
That heir Bodies were afflicted with a fingle Diſ- 
order, our Souls labour under a Complication of Evils. 
They felt their Affliction, and were deſirous, im- 
portunately deſirous of Relief. We are, till awakened 
from above, inſenſible of our calamitous Caſe. We 
add, to all our other Indiſpoſitions, a ſtupefying Le- 
thargy, or an extravagant Deliriam. | 

7 2 Such allegorical Expoſitions of Seripture are 
pretty enough. But, I preſume, You yourſelf cannot 
reckon them demonſtratide. For my own Part, I muſt 
appeal from the Surmiſes of Fancy, to the Verdi& of 
Reaſon. 

Aſp. I cannot think, that the allegorical Senſe, when 
ſoberly introduced, is unworthy our Regard, or without 
its Weight. However, I have no Deſign to preclude 
your Appeal. Will the avowed, will the reiterated 
Deciſion of an Apoſtle, ſatisfy my Friend, and be ad- 
mitted as the Verdict of Reaſon ?—St. Paul has de- 
clared of Himſelf ; in me, that is, in my Fleſh, or unre- 
newed Nature, dwelleth no Good*; no good Temper, 
nor ſo much as any good Deſire. Elſewhere he af- 
firms; That the carnal Mind, or unregenerate Soul, is 
not ſubject to the Law of GOD. Nay, is an Enemy, or 

ra- 


* Rom. vii. 18. 
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rather Enmity itſelf againſt what ?—Againſt Sin? 
That were a noble Antipathy.—Againſt the World? 
That were a laudable Diſaffection.— No; but againſt 
GOD and his Law. Amazing Perverſeneſs! To be 
Enmity againſt GOD; who 1s boundleſs Benignity, 
and conſummate Goodneſs. Enmity againſt his 3 3 
which is the Tranſcript of his amiable PerfeQions, and 
the faultleſs Model of all Virtue. 

Ther. This I ſuppoſe, is the Character of Saul the 
Phariſee, not of Paul the Apoſtle. Deſcriptive of his 
Condition, when He was © a Blaſphemer, a Perſecu- 
tor, and injurious.” 

Ap. It relates not to Himſelf alone, but is applica- 
ble to All, who continue in a State of Nature. — The 
bleſſed AUTHOR of our Being, ſpeaking of Man- 
kind in general ſays ; That He is even Fleſh *, He is in- 
capable of reliſhing heavenly Things, and wholly in- 
ſlaved to fleſhly Appetites.— The beneficent RES'TO- 
RER of our 1 pronounces the ſame Sentence, 
in the very ſame Words: That which is born of the Fleſh, 
#5 Fleſb ft: The Faculties which Men receive by their 
natural Birth, have a carnal Bias; incline to nothing, 
but ſordid Pleaſures, and ignoble Purſuits. Our SA- 
VIOUR reinculcates the Admonition, and illuſtrates it 
by a very remarkable Alluſion. You cannot forget his 
Anſwer to a procraſtinating Diſciple ; Let the Dead bury 


their Dead &: Intimating, that as many as are unſancti- 


hed by the HOLY GHOST), 7 7 poſſeſſed of an 
animal, are deſtitute of the divine Life : are no more 
fit for the Kingdom of Heaven, for its converſe or its 


Joys, 
+ Rom. viii. 7. 

® Gen. vi. 3 The Word Fleſb, by which the all-wiſe CREA- 
TOR characterizes Man, ſignifies, among the ſacred Writers, what- 
ever is diſhonourable in itſeif; provoking to GOD; or introductory 
to the Ruin of Man. — The Works of the Fleſh, are a Compendium 
of all Iniquity. Gal. v. 19, 20, 21 —To walk in the Fiſh, is the 
very Reverſe of walking in the SPIRIT ; diametricaliy oppoſite to 
the divine Law, and true Holineſs, Rom. viii. 4 —To be carnally 
minded, or to have the Influence, the Savour, the Reliſh of the Fleſh 
(S o%exe-) predominant in our Minds, is the ſpiritual Death 
of the _ and a Preſage of eternal Death, both in Body and Soul, 
Rom, viii. 6. 


1 John iii. 6, $ Matt. vili. 22» 
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Joys, than a pale Corpſe in the Coffin, or dry Bones in 
the Charnel-houſe, are qualified to tranſact any ſecu- 
lar Buſineſs. 

St. Paul ſets the Seal of Heaven to this momentous 
Truth, in various Paſſages of his Epiſtles. From a 
Multitude, let me ſele& one, and recommend it to your 
ſerious Conſideration. You, that vvere ſometime alienat- 
ed and Enemies: The Coloffians, and all Mankind were 
alienated from the living GOD; had no true Know- 
ledge of Him; and, what is worſe, had no ſincere De- 
fire after Him. Nay; they were not only Strangers, 
but Enemies; in a State of Hoſtility to his holy Nature 
and heavenly Will. What can expreſs a greater Dege- 
neracy? Nothing, unleſs it be the following Clauſe: 
by a Mind intent upon wicked Works *. A Mind, not only 
averſe to all Good, but paſſionately prone to all Evil. 

Ther. A few picked Paſſages, of a figurative Import, 
and artfully cogged by ſome dexterous Interpretation, 
may ſeem to ſupport your Cauſe. 

Aſp. Ah ! Theron, there is no need to uſe Sleight of 
Hand. He that runs, may read this Doctrine in the 
facred Authors. It is znterwover with the whole Series 
of their Hiſtorical, and makes a prafeſſed Part of their 
practical Writings. 

What is more common with the inſpired Penmen, 
than to expreſs a profligate Courſe of Life, by following 
our own Imaginations, and walking in our own Ways? 
When Immorality and Licentiouſneſs were predomi- 
nant in 1/ae!; knew no Reſtraints, and kept no Bounds ; 
how does the unerring Hiſtorian deſcribe this horrible 
State of Things? Every One did that which was right 
in his own Eyes . Nothing can more ſtrongly im- 
ply the total Depravity of Mankind, than ſuch a Phraſe- 
ology. Which makes it one and the ſame Thing, 

to 


Coloſ. i. 21. Tu vs,. Ev Tos cg ονς r ] ᷓꝰ ng¹,, Mente 
malis Operibus intenta, An eminent Critic would thus point, and 
thus tranſlate the Words. And affigns, for his Alteration, the 
following Reaſon ; Mens enim dicitur eſſe in ea Re, quam ſemper 
cegitat, ad quam Cupidine fertur & inclinatur. Davenant in loc. 
Wet the Words be pointed and tranſlated, either in this or the 
received Manner, they ſpeak the Language, and confirm the Sen - 
timents of this whole Dialogue. 


+1Fudg. xvii.6. See alſo Pſal. xxxi. 12. Eccleſ xi. 9. Acis. xiv. 16. 
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to purſue our natural Inclinations ; and to act the aban- 
doned Sinner. 

St. Jude cannot write a few- Lines, but He muſt 
touch upon this Subject; muſt teach this humblin 
Leflon. Senſual, + He ſays, not having the SPIRIT. 
According to his Eſtimate, not to be actuated by the 


Power of eſpecial Grace, is to remain under the Domi- 
nion of Senſuality. Ewery Man, while unrenewed by 


the divine SPIRIT), is governed by Fleſh and Senſe. 
Can any Man then pretend to be originally free from 
the Influence of Corruption ? 

St. Paul exempts not Himſelf, no, nor the higheſt 
Saints, from the opprobious Charge: We all walked ac- 
cording. to the Deſires of the Fleſh and of the Mind. Which 
Deſires in Us, as well as in the idolatrous Heathens, were 
baſe, ſordid, and contaminating. Inſomuch that We,who 
are Jews by Birth? whoare Sons of GOD by our new 
Birth; even We were by Nature the Children of Wrath, 

Ther. What ſays St. James? I had almoſt forgot 
his Teſtimony ; though it is ſo very pertinent to my 
Purpoſe, and fo very explicit in my Favour. Men, who 
are made after the Similitude of GOD. - The Similitude 
of GOD ſignifies, in the ſacred Books, thoſe moral 
Endowments, which diſtinguiſh the Poſſeſſor both from 
the Brute and the Devil. And if Men are made after 
this Image, or veſted with theſe Endowments, where 
is your Doctrine of original Sin? 

Aſp. I began to flatter myſelf, that your Objections 
were rhe nr] But, ſince I am miſtaken in this Parti- 
cular, ſurely it muſt be as great a Miſtake to imagine, 
that the Apoſtle would maintain an Opinion, ſo re- 
pugnant to the aforementioned Texts, and fo contrary 
to univerſal Obſervation.ä— Do not You perceive the 
very reverſe true, with regard to your own Children ? 
Why do You addreſs them with ſuch tender Intrea- 
ties; ſuch warm Exhortations ; ſuch repeated Argu- 

ments ? 


+ Jude 19. The original Expreſſion is Yuyixos, and denotes 
Perſons, who have no higher Principle, than the animal Lite, and 
rational Soul, 

t Eph. ii. 3. Hoc uno Loco, ſays Beza, quaſi Fulaine, totus 
Homo, guantus quantus eſe, proſternitur. Neque enim Naturam dicir 
læſam, ſed mortuam, per Peccatum; idesgue Iræ abnoxiam. 
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ments? Why do You allure them to Duty by Pro- 
miſes, and deter them from Tranſgreſſion by Threat- 
nings? Is all this Regimen, all this Diſcipline neceſſary 
for Creatures, that bear the holy Image of GOD ? 

They made after the Similitude of GOD !—'Then the 
have no need of the renewing Influences of the HOL 
GHOST, in caſe they live; and no need of the Atone- 
ment of CHRIST's Blood, in caſe they die. Would 
James the LORD's Brother aſſert ſuch an egregious 
Error ; as not only oppoſes a ſingle Article, but un- 
dermines the whole Conſtitution of Chriſtianity ? Sets 
aſide the Sanctification of the DIVINE SPIRIT, and 
the Propitiation of the REDEEMER's Death ? 
Impoſſible for Him to aſſert! Impoſſible, I ſhould think, 
for Us to 6+,” auth 

St. James ſpeaks of a Fact that is paſ? : ſpeaks of Men 
collectiwely, as they were all included in their firſt Pa- 
rent. The Paſſage, I apprehend, ſhould be tranſlated, 
not, Men that are, but, Men that were created, &c. 
— The Scripture conſiders Adam, as the common 
Parent of Us all: nay more, conſiders Us all as exiſt- 
ing in our great Progenitor, Which is ſo far from 
overthrowing, that it eſtabliſhes, the Point in Debate. 
For, if We were all created after the Similitude of 
GOD, in and with Adam; it muſt follow, that We 
all fell from our Conformity to GOD, in and with A 
dam. And it ſo—let me for once retort my Friend's 
Interrogatory—— Where is not original Sin? 

I am very ſure, it runs e our Liturgy; is an 
eſſential Part of our Articles; and moſt ſtrongly deline- 
ated in our Homilies. Shall I produce ſome of thoſe 
Teſtimonies ; which are as clear, as they are copious ? 

Ther. No more of your Teſtimonies, good Aſpaſio. 
Inform me rather, what Advantage can accrue from your 
inculcating, or my adopting ſuch a Doctrine. Suppoſe, 
it were undeniably true; diſagreeable Truths, like diſ- 
agreeable Objects, ſhould be conſigned over to Ob- 

ſcurity, 


Jam. iii. 9. That this is the preciſe Signification of the Par- 


ticiple y£yoroTa;, may be gathered from 1 Tim. v. g. Where 77 - 
vb 15 tranſlated having been; and muſt neceſſarily refer, not ts 


the preſent, but to the paſe Condition of the Widow. 


let 
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icurity, not obtruded upon our View. — On ſuch 
an Occaſion, the Reply of Themiſtocles ſhould be mine. 
One of the Lziterati of Greece, offered to communicate 
an elaborate and curious Invention. By means of 
which, his Memory ſhould be ſo wonderfully ſtrength- 
ened, as to retain whatever he read or heard. My 
Friend, replied the Hero, You quite miſtake the Way to 
ſerve me. Txwant to learn the Art, not of remembering, 
but of forgetting. 

App. If to forget our Diſeaſe, were a likely Me- 
thod to reffore our Health, I ſhould readily concur in 
your Hero's Way of Thinking. As this will hardly 
- allowed, I cannot but judge it more adviſeable, to 

emember our Diſeaſe, that We may inquire after a 
Remedy. 

Ther. Where is this Remedy to be had ? 

Aſp. Not on Earth, but from Heaven.—The Schools 
of Science cannot diſcover it. The Courts of Kings 
are unable to procure it. The College of yſicians 
know not how to preſcribe it. But the Golpel of our 
Salvation both preſcribes and diſpenſes it, The Lan- 
guage of CHR/ST in his holy Word is, * [will bring 
her Health and Cure. And the Beginning of our Cure 
ks, to be ſenſible of our Diſorder. 

Hence We are taught to be humble. To review 
the Catalogue of our act, Tranſgreſſions, is a morti- 
tying Employ. But that which lays the Soul in the 
loweſt Abaſement, is the Conviction of bred Iniqui- 
ty. This ſtrikes at the Root of human Vanity, and 
cuts aſunder the very Sinews of Self-conceit. Blind- 
neſs in the Underitanding ; Impotency in the Will; 
Diſorder in the Aﬀections ; thele are not YVi/ttants, but 
+ Inhabitants ; congenial with our Frame, and ingrain— 
ed in our Conſtitution, How then—O ! how can We 
be vain of our mortal Beauty, wio have an hereditary 
Defilement cleaving to all our Faculties? Surely, this 
muit baniſh the Phariſee from our Breaſt, and inſpire 
Us with the Sentiments of that faucere Penitent, Be- 


* Jer. xxxill. 6. 


+ Called therefore 4 63x20 ty tub 4jkhgTiIN, Sin that dwwel. 
leth in me. Kom. Vil 17. 
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held! I am vile f! Muſt teach us the Language of the 
abaſhed Leper, Unclean ! Unclean Þ ! 

Ther. I ſhould think it would make Us melancholy, 
rather than humble. Serve no other Purpoſe, than to 
— an afflictive Senſe of extreme Wretched- 
neſs. ä 

Aſp. Did We intend to reſt Here, your Apprehen- 
ſions would be juſt. But We urge the Doctrine of ori- 
ginal Corruption, as a Preparative for the Redemption 


of CHRIST. 


It is obſervable, that very Few applied to the bleſ- 
ſed FESUS in the Days of his Fleſh, but the 
Sons and Daughters of Affliction. The Levee of that 
PRINCE of PEACE, was cfouded by the Lame, the 
Blind, the Maimed. Theſe, being ſenſible of Dittreſs, 
and longing for Relief, fel] as humble Supplicants, at 
his Feet. While Others, who were firm in their 
Health, and gay in their Spirits, rejected Him with 
contempthous Scorn. When We perceive “ the 
„Plague of our Heart,” and feel thoſe worſe than ul- 
cerous Sores, which overſpread our Nature; We alſo 
ſhall ardently ſeek to the LORD our Healer, When 
We find Ourſelves ſubject to the Curſe of the Law, 
in Bondage to the 'I'yranny of Satan, and liable to 
everlaſting Damnation; Hen the divine REDEEMER 
will be precious indeed. Whereas, if We remain 
inſenſible of our Miſery, the Goſpel, which is ſawing 
Health to the contrite Soul, will be an unaffeting Story 
to our Ears. We may hear it, We may read it, as an 
amuſing Narrative; but ſhall not receive it, as a ſove- 
reign Remedy. 

Ther. Not receive the Goſpel! I hardly underſtand 
what You mean. TI often ſtudy the Goſpel ; I believe 
it to be a divine Revelation; and endeavour to follow 
its DireCtions.—I look upon it, as containing the moſt 
refined Syſtem of Morality; as inforcing every Virtue, 
by the ſtrongeſt Motives ; and recommending all, by 
the moſt amiable Example. 

Aſp. But what think You of one grand Doctrine, one 


very diſtinguiſhing Privilege of the Goſpel? I mean 


the 
+ Job xl. 4. t Lev. xiii. 45. 
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the Doctrine and the Privilege of ſiritual Regeneration, 
Excluſive of which, all your Endeavours to poſſeſs 
Virtue and practice Morality, are like Endeavours to 
fly without Wings, or to run without Feet. 

While unimpreſſed with a Senſe of our original De- 
pravity, We ſhall probably fit down contented with 
ſome ſuperficial Reformation, and not aſpire after a Re- 
newal of the Heart. Civility will paſs for Sanctity, 
and a temperate Diſpoſition for a gracious Habit. 
Why is the New Birth, why are all the ſaving Ope- 
rations of the bleſſed SPIRIT, diſregarded by 
ſome, derided by others? Becauſe, theſe Perſons are 
inſenſible of their utter Impotency to all Good, and 
their abject Slavery to all Evil. Therefore, they ſee 
no Realon for this divine Agency, or for that univer- 


ſal Change. 


You alſo, my dear Friend, while unacquainted with 
your natural Corruption, cannot apprehend either the 
Reaſonableneſs or the Neceſſity, of being renewed in 
the Spirit of your Mind *. But when Experience has 
taught You the former, You will want no Arguments 
to convince You of the latter. Can Creatures, who 
are blind in their Underſtandings, diſcern the Things 
which beiong to their eternal Peace? Can Creatures, 
who are dead in Sin, exerciſe the Graces, or diſcharge 
the Duties of a Chriſtian Life? Can Creatures, whoſe 
Hearts are Enmity againſt GOD, either delight to do 
his Will Here, or be meet ſor his beatific Preſence 
Hereafter ? 

Under the Influence of ſuch Convictions, that New 
Birth, which the Goſpel of CHRIST promiſes, which 
the SPIRIT of GOD produces, will appear as neceſ- 
ſary for your State, and be as welcome to your Soul, 
as theſe gentle Deaus are neceſſary for the languithing 
Herbs, and welcome to the thirſty Soil. 

Ther. Ihe Dews, though refreſhing to the Flowers, 
may be too chilly for our Conſſitutions. And fee! the 
Star of Evening, by proclaiming the Approach of 
Night, has given Us a Warning to quit our Arbour. — 
Some other Time We muſt retume this Inquiry. For 

* Eph. iv. 23. 
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I am by no means fatisfied, that your Theory agrees 
with Experience. 

Aſp. 1 fear, I have already kept you out too long, 
Let me juſt obſerve, as We go in—that the Doctrine, 
however diſagreeable in itſelf, is conducted to a beneß- 
cial Iſſue. It is productive of a much more ſubſtantial 
Conſolation. than Hiſtory aſſigns to the great but exiled 
Marius. When he fled with his ruined Circumſtances, 
to linger out the poor Remains of Life among the Ruins 
of Carthage, what was his chief Support? “ Contem- 
«« plating, ſays my Author, that famous City in the 
“ Duſt, He was the leſs afflicted with his own Down- 
* 

We have not been put off with ſuch cold Comforts, 
ſuch negative Benefits. The Belief of original Sin has 
a Tendency To make Us humble——'l'o ſhew Us 
our Need of CHRIST To create in Us a Hunger 
and Thirſt after the renewing Influences of his SPIRIT, 
and the juſtifying Merit of his Righteouſneſs. So that 
it muſt be owing to our own Perverſeneſs, or our own 
Negligence, if We do not levy a Tax upon our Loſs, 
and riſe even by our Fall. 
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F Sun was fiercely. bright, and the Sky with- 
| out a Cloud—Not a Breath fanned the Woods ; 
not a Gale curled the Stream. — The Fields, expoſed 
to all the hery Beams, were like a glowing Hearth. — 
The little Birds, overcome by the potent Influence, 
loſt fora while their tunetul Notes. Nothing was heard 
in the Garden, but the drowiy Hum ot Bees, _ the 

o Oan- 


* In:p:m Vitam in Tugurio Ruinarum Carthaginenfium toleravit: 
cum Martus aſpitiens Carthaginem, illa intuentes Marium, alter al- 
teri pofjent efſe Selatio. Vell. Paterc. 
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Moan-like Buz of winged Inſects.— All Nature ſeemed 
to /anguiſh. The flouriſhing Meads looked ſickly ; the 
gayeſt Bloſſoms began to fade; and the ſprightlieſt A- 
nimals, if not repoſed under ſome cooling Shelter, 
panted for Breath, amidſt the all-ſurrounding Blaze, 
and the unſufferable Heat. 

Aſpaſio diſappeared ever ſince Dinner, and none could 
tell, whicher He was gone Theron, as ſoon as the 
Tea-Equipage was removed, took his Way to the 
Mood. Defirous of the thickeſt Shade, He haſtened 
to the Center. A ſerpentine Walk compoſed the Ave- 
nue; which, after ſeveral Windings, delivered Him 
into a large circular Area: not covered with a Grecian 
or Roman Temple, unmeaning Imitation of Pagan Ido- 
latry : but ſurrounded with aged and princely Oaks. 
The Coalition of whoſe Branches, threw over the 

raſſy Plat a majeſtic rural Dome; and their unpierced 
Foliage, imbrowned the Noon-tide Hours. 

In the Midſt, and elevated on a ſquare Baſe, was a 
Statue repreſenting the venerable Elzzah — on his bended 
Knees—with Hands ſtretched out, and Eyes lifted up 
to Heaven. His Attitude, his Air, his every Feature, 
were a molt lively Comment on thoſe ſtrong energetic 
Expreſſions of Scripture ; take hold on GOD * ; awwreſtle 
with the ALMIGHTY +; pour out your Hearts before 
him 1. On one Side of the Pedeſtal, were engraven 
the Prieſts of Baal; in frantic Emotions calling upon 
their ſenſeleſs Deity, and gaſhing themſelves with un- 
availing Wounds. On the other was exhibited in 
Baſſo-relievo, the adoring Ti/>bite's Altar; his Victim 
burning with Fire from the LORD, even while the 
Water ran from every Limb, and overflowed the 
Trench below. 

A remote Caſcade tumbled from a craggy Rock. 
The Stream, after having waſted its filver Foam in a 
winding Progreſs, ftraggled into this grand Arbour. 
Here, it juſt appeared, gliding down a gentle Slope, 
with a flaunting Air, and a prattling Noiſe. Impreſſed, 


* Iſai. Ixiv. 7. + Pſal. Ixii. 8. 
+ Coloſſ. iv. 12. Aywitoper®- 1 Tas; Tear xar. 
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as it were, with the unexpected Solemnity of the Scene, 
it ſeemed to check its wanton Waves, and turned aſide 
into a more ſequeſtered Path. As ſome heedle/s Trifler, 
that bolts unawares into the royal Preſence, ſtands 
ſtruck with Reverence and Awe, or retires with Pre- 
Cipitance and Conſuſion. 

The deep Gloom, ſhedding a Kind of Night, even 
while the Sun glared in the Sky. Not a Whiſper 
ſtirring, among ſo many Millions of Leaves; and all 
their warbling Natives huſhed in Silence. The ſo- 
norous Toll of the diſtant Caſcade, and the tinkling 
Chime of the nearer Rill. The profound Adoration, 
and fervent Devotion, that lived in the Lineaments of 
the impailioned Stone All theſe Circumitances ren- 
dered the Place prodigiouſly auguſt and ſtriking. Not 
much vnlike the antient Orateries* ; where holy Peo- 
ple retired from the giddy Ring and the buſtling Croud, 
to ennoble their Minds with ſublime Contemplation. 
Where, they bid a temporary Adieu to the tumultuous 
World, its gay Impertinence, and ſolemn Dulneſs; in 
order to maintain a more uninterrupted Communion 


with that MIGHTY BEING, who /itteth upon the 
Circle 


* It is thought by ſome eminent Critics, that when our LORD 


continued all Night «4 Teoozvxy Os, Lute vi. 12. The Phraſe 
denotes his Continuance in an Oratoty; a Place ſet apart for Prayer, 
and a devout Intercourſe with GOD. 

That there were Places of this Kind among the Fezvs, is indif- 
putable; and that the Opinion is ingenious, cannot be denied. 
But I very much doubt, whether it gives Us the true Meaning of 
the Evangeliii.,—Having mentioned a Mountain, it would hardly 
wit his conciſe Manner, to be more particular with regard to the 
Place; neither was the Circumſtance ſo important, as to deſerve a 
fecond Mention —1 am apt to think alſo, that ſuch a Place would 
have defeated the Deſign of our SAVIOUR's Retirement, which 
ſeems to have been Privacy; and that ſuch a Titie, as GOD's Place 
of Prayer, was wholly appropriated to the Temple. 

I apprehend, We ſhall have a more defenſible, and I am certain, 
We ſhall have a more exalted Senſe, if We ſuppcle the Expretſion 


to Hgnif/y——the Copiouſneſs and Fervour of our LORD's Devotion 


— the vaſt Importance, and the unequalled Succeſs, of this his ſo- 
lemn Prayer. Which could no way be more emphatically declar- 
ed, than by the Addition of the Divine Name.—See Aſpajic's Rev 
mark, P. 29. 


- 
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Circle of the Earth, and the Inhabitants thereef are as 
Graſboppers before Him. *. 

Welcome to Theron, was the ſhady Bower ; welcome 
the cool Aſpect, and the muſical Flow of the Water; 
but more welcome than all, was the Sight of his Friend. 
Who lay reclined at the Foot of an Oak; with a Book 
half open in his Hand, and his Eye fixed upon the 
Statue. 

Ther. I know not, Aſþaſia, whether I muſt make an 
Apology, for breaking in upon your Retirement, or call 
You to an Account for depriving the Ladies of your 
Company at the 'Tex-table. 

Aſp. Indeed, Theron, I have been ſo much delight- 
ed with the Place; with the Companion in my Hand ; 
and the noble Object before me; that I ſcarce obſerv- 
ed how the Time ſtole away. And I flatter myſelf, if 
You will take a Seat by my Side, and ſhare my Enter- 
tainment, You will be more inclined to excuſe, than 
to aggravate my Fault. 

Ther. Is Tully then (for I obſerve his Name on the 
Volume) your Companion? And can ſuch a devoted 
Admirer of the Bible, be fo highly charmed with a 
Heathen Claſſic? St. Auguſtine ſomewhere declares, that, 
though paſſionately fond, before his Converſion, of 
Tully's Writings ; yet, after his Converſion, He could 
not reliſh thoſe admired Compoſitions ; becauſe they 
were not ſweetened, as he expreſſes himſelf, with the 
mellifluous Name of TESUS. 

Aſp. I am far from pretending to ſuch an exalted 
Pitch of Devotion, as that ſeraphic Father attained. 
I can ſpend a vacant Minute on the delicate Odes of 


* Tſai. Ix. 22. What a noble Image is here, and what an ex- 
quiſitely fine Contrafft / GOD, the great GOD, ſitteth on thoſe 
lofty and immenſe Heavens, which, at an inconceivable Diſtance, 
ſurround this penſile Globe. From that moſt ſublime and magni- 
ficent Throne, he looks down upon the Inhabitants of the Earth. 
—Who in all their Pomp and Sp'endor—amidit all their admired 
Works, and boaſted Acquifitions—are mean and impotent in his 
Sight. Mean and impotent as the poor Inſects, that wander over 
the parched Heath for Suſtenance ; that ſpend ail the Day, in idle 
inſignificant Chirpings ; and, at Night, take up their contemptible 
Habitation on a Blade of Graſs. 


R 4 Horace ; 
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Horace; and taſte a refined Entertainment in Virgil's 
beautiſul Poem. But when I hear a Sermon, or peruſe 
aeligious Treatiſe, that borrows neither Dignity nor 
Charms from that amiable and glorious Name, I own 
myſelf extremely diſappointed. Without the Perſon, 
the Offices, or the Grace of CHRIST, the Sermon and 
the Treatiſe appear as defedive, as a Body that is nei- 
ther adorned with the Head, nor inlivened with the 
Heart, 2 

Ther. I ſuppoſe then You cultivate an Acquaintance 
with the Grecian and Roman Authors, in order to im- 
prove your Taſte, and poliſh your Style. 

Aſp. Iheſe, and Jam apt to think, more conſidet- 
able Advantages than theſe, may be derived from an 
occaſional Application to their Works. They may 
ſerve as ſo many Shades, to ſet off, with heightened Luſ- 


tre, the Beauty and Glory of the ſacred Oracles. 


While I peruſe Plato's ornamented Page, or liſten to 
Cicero's flowing Periods, I am ſomewhat like the Per- 
ſon, who amuſes himſelf in a Gallery of painted Flow- 
ers. He is pleaſed with the curious Creation of the 
Pencil. But, finds none of that delicious Fragrance, 
none of thoſe breathing Sweets, which meet him in the 
Garden, and regale his Senſe from the blooming Par- 
terre. — So, here are brilliant Sentiments, and a florid 
Diction; delicate Touches of Wit, and bold Strokes 
of Deſcription. But, no Diſcovery of CHRIST NE- 
SUS no Diſplays of his ineffabie Love — no Over- 
tures of Reconciliation with the bleſſed GOD. No- 
thing to yield Us lid Comfort, in our preſent State; 
or any joyful Expectations, with regard to the approach- 
ing Eternity. 

Beſides; when I converſe with thoſe celebrated Ge- 
niuſes of Antiquity, that were at once the moſt er- 
roneous, and the moſt judicious the moſt judicious, 
in their Taſte of polite Literature; the met erroneous, 
in their Apprehenſions of inviſible Things; they ſhew 
me, what they never intended, the inexpreſſible 


Value on that ineſtimable Gift. I bleſs the diſtin- 


guiſhing Goodaeſs of Providence, which has ny 
ot, 


„ bauched, and ſcandalJous || Deities ?” 
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Lot “, no: at Athens, but im IMMANUEL's Land. 
I fay, with Wonder and Gratitude « Why did 
„ not my Exiſtence commence, in thoſe Aras of reli- 
„ gious Dotage? Why was not my Portion confined, 
to thoſe Regions of Barbariſm and Deluſion ? Why 
am not I burning Incenſe to Idols; paying ſenſeleſs 
* Adoration to ſculptured Stone ; or worſhipping, 
« with deteſtable Ceremonies, a Set of laſcivious, de- 
| Surely, 
Theron, from every Peruſal of thoſe Volumes, attend- 
ed with ſuch a Reflection, We ſhall have the utmoſt 
Reaſon to magnify the tender Mercies of our GOD; 
whereby the Day-ſpring from on high hath viſited Us r, 
and brought Us out of Darkneſs into the marvelous 
Light of the Goſpel. | 

Permit me to mention another Benefit, that may re- 
ſult from a Correſpondence with thoſe maſterly Wri- 
ters. The Streams may lead us to the inexhauſtible 
Fountain. Lead Us to admire the ozly wiſe GOD our 
SAVIOUR, who has given ſuch a ſhining Vein of 
Ingenuity to his rational Creatures. As I read their 
Works, and am charmed with their Beauties, I would 
frequently reflect « If the Eſſays of a finite Mind, 
and the Compoſitions of a mortal Pen, yield ſuch 
High Satisfaftion ; what exquiſite, what unknown 
Delight muſt ariſe, from an uninterrupted Commu- 
&« nion with infinite Wiſdom ? To ſtand not at the 


. 


* Alluding to the Story of the Philoſopher, who uſed to bleſs 
the Gods for three Privileges— That He was made, not a Brute, 
but a rational Creature. — That He was born, not in barbarous 
Climes, but in Greece,— That He lived, not in the more unculti- 
wated Ages, but in the Time and under the Tuition of Socrates, 

[| This, I think, gives Us the moſt deplorable and horrid Idea 
of the Blindneſs of our fallen Nature, The Heathens, even 
amidſt all the Politenels of their Taſte, and notwithſtanding their 
ſuperior Advancement in the Sciences, were Haters of the true 
GOD, and robbed Him of his Honour: nay, what is unſpeakably 
worſe, they paid it to Monſlers - Monſters of Lewdneſs and Trea- 
chery, Vice and Immorality. Egregious, ſottiſn, almoſt incre- 
dible Stupidity ! To wor/2ip thoſe Beings, which deſerved univer- 
al Abborrence! To deify thole Characters, which could never be 


ſufficiently derefted ! 
g + Luke i. 78. 
R 5 « Feet 
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% Feet of Homer, and attend the Flights of his elevated 
* Imagination not in the Preſence of Socrates, and 
* hear the Dictates of his ſagacious Soul but, to 
&« ftand in the Courts of the LORD, and before the 
* Throne of the LAMB. There to contemplate, 
without any interpoſing Veil, the Counſels of his 
unerring Providence ; to ſee the Myſteries of his re- 
deeming Love, laid fully open to our View ; and 
receive the brighteſt Manifeſtations of all his amia- 
6 ble, his adorable, his unſpeakable Attributes!“ 

Ther. Theſe are Advantages, truly defirable, and 
equally obvious. Methinks, it ſurpriſes me, that I ſhould 
never ſo much as propoſe them; and grieves me, that 
I ſhould fo long be deprived of them. A View to ſuch 
very ſuperior Improvements will, I hope, render my 
future Intercourſe with thoſe favourite Authors, ſtill 
more agreeable, and abundantly more beneficial. _ 

But let me aſk, what Paſſage was engaging your At- 
tention, this Afternoon? 

App. The great Orator's Treatiſe, am the 
Nature of the DIVINE BEING ®. That Part eſpeci- 
ally, which proves his Exiſtence and Perfections, from 
the Formation of the human Body. 

Ther. And do not You perceive, that He is almoſt 
as deficient in the Knowledge of his Subjects; as He 
is miſtaken in his Ideas of the ſupreme Cauſe? _. The 
exquiſite Contrivance and inimitable Workmanſhip of 
the human Frame, were, in thoſe early Ag8s, but dimly 
diſcerned. It was the Infancy of Anatomy: when the 
very Profeſſors had ſcarcely the Qualifications of a mo- 
dern Graduate. Many of the received Notions, were 
childiſh ; almoſt all of them, ſuperficial. 


«c 


Aſp. Will my Theron then entertain me, with a 


more accurate Deſcription of this wonderful Struc- 
ture? 

Ther. How could You take Occaſion, 4/þafis, from 
the Hint I dropped, to conceive any ſuch Expecta- 
tion? It is one Thing to diſcewer, another to correct, 
what is amiſs. Many Spectators can point out an ac- 
cidental Defect in ſome celebrated Statue, or a ſmall 
Inde- 


* De Natura Decrum, 
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Indelicacy in ſome valuable Piece of Painting; who 
are abſolutely incapable of retouching the One, or 
ſupplying the Other. 

Aſp. Since We are fallen upon this Point, You muſt 
give me leave to renew and urge my Requeſt. I ſhall 
be extremely glad to hear your Remarks upon the 
Subject. Eſpecially, as You have made this Branch 
of Science, a Part of your Amuſement ; and-not with- 
out the Advantage of anatomical Diſſections. Where- 
as, | have very ſeldom applied my Thoughts to the 
former, and never had an Opportunity of being pre- 
ſent at the latter. 

Let me alſo obſerve, that our very Situation favours, 
or rather ſuggeſts ſuch a Topic of Converfation. All 
the fine Proſpects of the Country are excluded. We 
have ſcarce any Thing left, but Ourſelves, to contem- 
plate. And ſhall this be the only Theme We ne- 
glect ? 

Ther. It is ſomewhat prepoſterous, I muſt confeſs, 
to pry into the Archives of Colleges; to ranſac the 
Cabinets of the FYirtus/; ; to carry our Search through 
the whole Compa's of external Nature; and, at the 
ſame Time, overlook the far more ſurpriſing Curioſ- 
ties, which abound in the Compoſition of our own 
Bodies. 

Since you inſiſt upon it, my Obſervations, crude 
and extemporaneous as they are, ſhall ſubmit them- 
ſelves to your Judgnment, Provided, You will be 
content to receive, only a fexv of the Outlines, and no- 
thing like a fied Draught, 

Aſp. Let me juſt hint, that the more circumſtantial 
your Account is, ſo much the more welcome will it 
be to your Friend, and iv much the more honourable 
to our common CRY A TOR. For, I realiy- think, 
that Galen's Declaration upon this Head is perfectly 
juft : which I have read in my favourite Commentator 
Beza, and which ſpeal:s to the following Effect]. 

« Such 

| Itpoy Noyeoy eyw, TE 0n:448pynourt©- NEA Ui arbor, 
ourriDr pus Ky Vopr Ceo TST tak Ty Owe tue SCE 8% £6 TA&uUfuV 
eXiToppoas auluw WHLTINAG; KG NUT Ht, Kg Toe NAG ,ð 


lefa 


372 DIALOGUE XV. 


Such Trreatiſes, as diſplay the Excellencies of the 
great C RE AT O R, compoſe one of the nobleſt 
and moſt acceptable Hymns. To acquaint Ourſelves 
« with his ſublime Perfections; and point out to O- 
thers his infinite Power, his unerring Wiſdom, and 
„his boundleſs Benignity ; this is a more ſubfantial 
Act of Devotion, than to ſlay Hecatombs of Victims 
at his Altar, or kindle Mountains of Spices into In- 
« cenſe.” Theron, after pauſing a few Minutes, thus 
reſumed the Diſcourſe. 

Ther. When ſome Maſter-builder undertakes to e- 
rect a magnificent Edifice, he begins with the leſs de- 
corated, but more ſolid Parts. Thoſe which are to ſup- 
port, or thoſe which are to contain the reſt. This Or- 
der, if You pleaſe, We will follow, in conſidering 
* the earthly Houſe of our Tabernacle ||.” 

Firſt, You have a Syſtem of Bones; caſt into a Variety 
of Moulds ; inlarged or contracted into aVarietyof Sizes. 
All Hrong, that they may commodiouſly bear up the 
fleſhy Machine; yet light, that they may not depreſs the 
Animal with an encumbering Load. —Bored with an 
internal Cavity, to contain the moiſtening Marrow ; 
and perforated with exceedingly fine DuQts, to admit the 
nouriſhing Veſſels Iaſentible themſelves, they are 
covered with a Membrane 5 of exquiſite Senſibility. 
Which warns them of the Approach, and ſecures them 
from the Annoyance, of any injurious Friction: —and, 

at 
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2. Cor. v. 1. St. Paul very pertinently compares the bodily 
Structure to a Houſe, And adds, in the Strain of godly Editying, 
which runs through all his Writings, our earthly and tent lite Ha- 


bitation, tπ a D oix4ce TE &X71986. Refe ring to its mean Original, 
as it was formed out of the Duſt; and to its ſhort Continuance, as it 
mult ſoon return to Duſt again. Being though commodious as a 
Houſe, yet tranſitory as a Tent: not like the everlaſting Mau n- 
tains, which ſtand fixed and rooted to the Centre; but like thoſe 
Portable Terements, which are ſet vp in the Evening, taken down 
in the Morning, and then their Placc is known nv more. 
§ Tuc Puiftgum, 
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at the ſame time, preſerves the muſcular Parts, from 
being fretted in their Action, by the hard and rough 
Subſtance of the Bones. — Their Figures are always 
moſt preciſely fitted to their Uſes. They are generally 
larger at the Extremities, than in the Middle ; that 
they may be joined more firmly, and not ſo eaſily diſlo- 


cated. The Manner of their Articulation is truly 
admirable , and remarkably various: yet never va- 
ried, without demonſtrating ſome wiſe Deſign, and 
anſwering ſome valuable End. Frequently, when two 
are nar, the one is nicely rounded, and capped with 
a ſmooth Subſtance; the other is ſcooped into a Hol- 
low of the ſame Dimenſions, to receive the poliſh'd 
Knob ; and both are lubricated with an unctuous Fluid, 
to yield the readieſt Rotation in the Socket. 

The Feet compoſe the firmeſt and neateſt Pedeſtal : 
infinitely beyond all that Statuary or Architecture can 
accompliſh ; capable of altering its Form, and extend- 
ing its Size, as different Circumſtances require. Beſides 
performing the Office of a Pedeſtal, they contain a 
Set of the niceſt Springs; which help to place the Bo- 
dy in a Variety of graceful Attitudes, and qualify it 
for a Multiplicity of advantageous Motions. The 
under-mott Part of the Heel, and the Extremity of the 
Sole, are ſhod with a tough, inſenſible, ſinewy Subſtance. 
This We may call, a kind of natural Sandal. It never 
wears out; never wants Repair ; and always prevents that 
undue Compreſſion of the Veſſels, which the Weight 
of the Body, in walking or ſtanding might otherwiſe 
occaſion. _—- The Legs and Thighs, are like ſubſtantial 
and ftately Columns I; articulated in ſuch a Manner, 

that 


+ Mirabiles C:mmiſſuras babent. Cicer. 


1 Styled therefore by the ſacred Philoſopher, The ſtrong Men, 
Feclef. xii. 3.—And compared, by the ſame beautiful Writer, 
to Pillars of Marble, Cantic. v. 15. As theſe are the ſtrongeſt 
Parts of the Body, and the Support of all the other, hence, I pre- 
ſame, aroſe that prowe-bral Expreſſion, which occurs in the Hiſtory 
of Sampſon, HY dw Fudg. xv. 8. Rendered by the Septua- 
gint, xvwnpn ET» wigev by our Engliſh Tranſlators, Hip and Thigh, 
I believe the Word p ſignifies Here, as in many other Places, 
what the Latin call Armus. And that the Image is taken 2 

ue 
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that they adminiſter moſt commodiouſly to the Act of 
Walking, yet obſtruct not the eaſy Poſture of Sitting. 
The Legs ſwell out, towards the Top, with a genteel 
Projection; and are wrought off towards the Bottom, 
with neat Diminutions. Which Variations leſſens 


their Bulk, at the ſame Time that it increaſes their 
Beauty. 


The Ribs turned into a regular Arch, are gently 


moveable, for the Act of Reſpiration. They form 
a ſecure Lodgement for the Lungs and the Heart : 
which, being ſome of the moſt diftinguiſhed and im- 
portant Organs of Life, have their Reſidence fortified 
by this ſtrong ſemicircular Rampart +. —The Back- 
bone is intended, not only to ſtrengthen the Body, and 
ſuſtain its moſt capacious Store-Rooms ; but alſo to 
bring down that Communication of the Brain, which 
is uſually termed the ſpinal Marrow. As an open 
Channel, it conveys, as a well-cloſed Caſe, it guards 
this vital Silverf ; and, by ſeveral commodious Out- 
lets, tranſmits the animating T'reafure into all the in- 
ferior Parts Had it only been large, ſtraight, and hol- 
low, it might have ſerved theſe ſeveral Purpoſes. 
But then the I oins muſt have been inflexible, and 
every Man impaled (not by the Executioner, but by 
Nature) on a ſtake co-eval with his Exiftence. To a- 
void which, it conſiſts of very ſhort Bones, cloſely knit 
together by intervening Cartilages. This Peculiarity 
of Structure prevents Diflocation ; gives the main Pil- 
lar of our Frame the Phancy of an Offer, even while it 
retains the Firmneſs oi an Oaz.—By this means, it is a 
Kind of continued Joint ; capable of various Inflecti- 
ons, without bruifing the ſoft medullary Subſtance, 


that 
- ſome robuſt and fierce Animal, whoſe $h-»/ters before, and whoſe 
Thighs behind ar- broken it P'oces, Then hat Miſchief can he 
do? What Reiilance can He make? He is uiterly diſabled. So 
that the Expreffion ſeems to denote, (and might pc. haps without 
Violence to the Original, be trapſſated) A total Overthr: ao, 

1 Thou beſ; Forced me, ſecured wy inward and vital Pats, wwith 
Bones and Sinews, Job, x. 11.--Crates Fefteris, is Virgii's Ex- 
preſſion. 

1 This is ſuppoſed to be the Part, which Solomon deſcribes by The 
filver Cord: and is indeed like a Cord, on Account of its Sage; 
like Silver, on Account of its Cour, Eccleſ. xii. 6. 
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that fills its Cavity; without intercepting the ner- 
vous Fluid, which is to be detached from this grand 
Reſervoir; or diminiſhing that Strength which is ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport all the upper Stories. —A Formation 
ſo very peculiar in any other of the Solids, muſt 
have been attended with great Inconveniencies. Here, it 
is unſpeakably ſerviceable, Is, both for Workmanſhip 
and Situation, a Maſter- piece of creating Skill, never 
enough to be admired. 

The Arms, pendent on either Side, are exactly pro- 
portioned to each other; that the Equilibrium of the 
Structure may not be diſconcerted. Theſe, being the 
Guards that defend *, and the Miniſters that ſerve the 
whole Body, are fitted for the moſt diwer/ified and ex- 
tenſive Operations. Firm with Bone, yet not weighty 
with Fleſh ; and capable of performing, with ſingular 
Expedition and Eaſe, all manner of uſeful Motions. 
'They bend inwards, and turn outwards; they rife up- 
wards, and ſtoop downwards ; they wheel about, and 
throw themſelves into whatever Direction We pleaſe. 
To theſe are annexed the Hands; and all termi- 
nated by the Fingers. Which are, not like the Arms, 
of the ſame Length, and of an equal Bigneſs ; but in 
both Reſpects different. Which gives them a more 
8388 Appearance, and a much greater Degree of 

ſefulneſs. Were they all Fleſh, they would be com- 
paratively impotent; were they one intire Bone, they 
would be utterly inflexible. But conſiſting of various 
little Bones, and a Multitude of Muſcles, what Shape 
can they not aſſume ? What Service can they not per- 
form ? Being placed at the End of the Arm, the 
Sphere of their Action is excecdingly inlarged. This 
advantageous Situation realizes the Fable of Briareus; 
and renders a Pair of Hands as ſerviceable as an Hun- 
dred. — The Extremities of the Fingers, arc an Aſſem- 
blage of fine tendonous Fibres, mot acutely ſenſible . 


W hich, 


Called, in Solomon's figurative but elegant Sketch of Anatomy, 
The Keepers of the Houſe, Eccleſ. xii. 3. 
+ So very acute is the Senſibility of th-!e Parts, that, Tam in- 
formed, it furniſhes the Tribunal of Inquiſition, with one of the ne 
renn 
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Which, notwithſtanding the Delicacy of their Tex- 
ture, are deſtined to almoſt inceſſant Employ, and fre- 


quently exerciſed among rugged Objects. For this 


Reaſon, they are overlaid with the Nails, a- Sort of 
horny Expanſion: which, like a Ferule, hinders the 
Fleſh from being ungracefully flattened ; and, like a 


Sheath “, preſerves the tender Parts from injurious Im- 


preſſions 

In the Miniſtry of the Hands, and Activity of the 
Fingers, We poſſeſs a Caſe of the fineſt Inſtruments, or 
a Collection of the nobleft Utenfils. Qualifying Us for 


the Execution of every Work, which the projecting 


Genius can deviſe, or the laviſh Fancy crave. To 
theſe We are obliged for the beautiful Statues, which 
have often entertained our Eyes, in yonder ſolitary 
Walks ; and even for that melodious Trumpet, which 
now addreſſes our Ears, from the Summer-houſe on 
the Fiſh-pond. —— Theſe raiſe the lofty Column, and 
turn the ſpacious Arch. Theſe ſwell the majeſtic 
Dome, and adjuſt the commodious Apartment. Ar- 
chiteQture, with all her ſtriking Beauties, and all her 
rich. Benefits, are the Creation of the human Hand. — 
Yielding to the Strength of the Hand, the talleſt Firs 
fall to the Ground, and the largeſt Oaks deſcend from 
the Mountains. Faſhioned by the Dexterity of the 


Hand, they accommodate the Sailor with a Heating 


Warehouſe ; and circulate from Britain to Japan, the 
Productions of Nature, and the Improvements of Art. 
—— Obedient to the human Hand, Metals aſcend from 
their ſubterranean Beds; and compoſe the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Parts of that curious Machine, which tranſmits 
far and near, to the Monarch's Palace and to 2 tet 

ant's 


refined Expedients in the Art of Torture, A ſtrong Quill, ſhar pen- 
ed by the Penknife, and dipped in fome inflammatory Liquor, is 
thruſt deep between the Naii and the Finger, When the Quill 
has cut its Way through the ſhivering Nerves; and ſtands plant- 
ed, like a Dagger, amidſt the guſhing Blood; ſome barbarous 
Hand ſets fire to the Extremity. The keen Point, the flow Flame, 
and both in the Seat of the moſt lively Senſation, put the miſera- 
ble Sufferer to the meft excruciating Pain. 
® Digitts Munimina, The Printing-Preſs. 
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ſant's Hut, ſuch Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
as the Gold and Cryſtal cannot equal“. 

Among the Egyptians, the Hand was the Symbol of 
Strength; among the Romans, it was an Emblem of 
Fidelity: and I think it may, among all Nations, be 
looked upon as the Enſign of Authority. It is the ori- 
ginal and the univerſal Sceptre ; that which not only 
repreſents, but aſcertains our Dominion, over all the 
Elements, and over every Creature. Though Pro- 
vidence has not given Us the Strength of the Horſe, 
the Swiftneſs of the Greyhound, or the ſagacious Scent 
of the Spaniel; yet, directed by the Underſtanding, 
and enabled by the Hand, We can ſubject them to 
our Will ; turn them to our Advantage ; and, in this 
Senſe, make them all our own. Theſe Hands (ſur- 
priſing to relate!) theſe Sort Hands have found out a 
Way, whereby they can dive to the Bottom of the 
Ocean; can penetrate the Bowels of the Earth; and 
reach from Shore to Shore. Theſe feeble Hands can 
manage the Wings of the Wind ; can arm themſelves 
with the Rage of the Fire; and preſs into their Ser- 
vice the forcible Impetuoſity of the Waters. How 
eminent is the Dignity! How extenſive the Agency of 
the Hand +! It would require more Eloquence than your 
Orator poſſeſſed, to diſplay the former} and more 
Pages, than your Book contains, to deſcribe the latter. 
How greatly are We indebted to our indulgent 
CREATOR, for accommodating Us with this noble, 
this diſtinguiſhing, this invaluable Member ! 

Above all, is the Head; a majeſtic Dome, deſigned 
for the Reſidence of the Brain. It is framed in exact 
Conformity to this important Purpoſe ; ample to receive 
it; ſtrong, to uphold it; and firm, to defend it. As 
it reſembles the General's Tent in an Army, or the 
Monarch's Palace in a City; it has a Communication 
eſtabliſhed with all, even the moſt inferior and RAN 

arts 
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Parts of the Syſtem. Has Outlets and Avenues, for 
the ready Diſpatch of Courters to all Quarters: and 
for the Reception of ſpeedy Intelligence, on every in- 
tereſting Occaſion. It is furniſhed with Lodgments, 
wherein to poſt centinels of various Characters, and 
appointed. for various Offices. — To expedite their Ope- 
rations; whether they are employed in reconuoitring” 
what paſſes without, or examining what claims admit- 
tance within; the whole turns upon a curious Pivot, 
moſt nicely contrived, to afford the largeſt and freeſt 
Circumvolutions. 

This ſtately Capital, is ſcreened from Heat; de- 
fended from Cold; and at the fame time very much 
beautified by a copious Growth of Hair. Which flows 
down from the parted Forelock in decent Curls; and 
hangs mantling on the Cheeks, cluſtering on the Shoul- 
ders. A Decoration *, incomparably more delicate, 
than any or all the Orders of Architecture can ſupply ; 
and ſo perfectly /zght, as no Way to incumber or in- 
commode the Wearer. 

While many Animals creep on the Ground: while 
all of them are prone in their Poſture or their Aſpect: 
the Attitude of Man is erect. Which is by far the 
moſt graceful ; has an Air of Dignity, and beſpeaks Su- 
periority. It is by far the moſt commodious; fits Us 
for the Proſecution of every grand Scheme, and facili- 
tates the Succeſs of all our extenſive Deſigns. It 1s 
likewiſe attended with the greateſt Safety ; being, if 
not leſs than any other Poſition expoſed to Dangers, 
yet more happily contrived to repel or avoid them . 


40 


* Abſalom's Hair was reckoned a diſtinguiſhing Part of his Beau- 
ty, 2 Sam, xiv. 26, — The Amiableneſs of the Church, in the ex- 
emplary Converſation of true Bclievers, is diſplayed by the ſame 
Ornament, Cant. iv. 1.— And Hemer, in his ſo much admired Re- 
preſentation of Fupiter, makes the Motion of his Ambrohal Locks 
a principal Embelliſhment of the Picture; 
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Aſp. May it not likewiſe be intended, to remind Us 
of our noble Original, and our ſublime End“? Our 
Original, which was the Breath of the ALMIGHTY, 
and the Spirit of the MOS HIGH. Our End, which 
is not the Soil We tread on, or any of its low Produc- 
tions, but the Heaven of Heavens, and the Things that 
are above. 

But not to divert from our Subject; which, in my 
Friend's Manner of handling it, is as entertaining, as 
it is inſtructive.— The Bones (to carry on your own Al- 
luſion) are only the Rafters, the Beams +, the Shell of 
the living Edifice. You have laid the Floors, have 
made the proper Diviſions, and left the neceſſary Ap- 
pertures. But, in every finiſhed Houſe, the Roof 1s 
covered, and the Rooms are wainſcoted. The Saſhes 
are hung, and the Doors turn upon their Hinges. The 
Grates are fixed, and the Stairs either wind or fly. 
Within, the Lodgings are turniſhed ; without, the Front 
is ornamented. All is rendered commodious for do- 
meſtic Uſe, and graceful to the external View. 

Ther. This likewiſe is executed by the great, the 
DIVINE ARTIFICER.—Here are Ligaments 
a tough and {ſtrong Arrangement of Fibres; to unite 
the ſeveral Limbs; and render, what would otherwiſe 
be a disjointed unweildy Jumble, a well-compacted 
and ſelf-manageable Syſtem. — Membranes; or thin and 
flexile Tunicles; appointed to inwrap the fleſhy Parts; 
to form a Connection between ſome, and make a Sepa- 
ration between others. 

Arteries, the grand Rivers of our little World $, or 
the noble AqueduQs of the organized Metropolis. 


Dome 
* Pronaque cum ſpectent Animalia cetera Terras, 
Os Homini ſublime dedit, Caelumgue tueri 
Fuſſit, & erectus ad S:dera tollere Vultus. Ovid. 


+ Yiue Tigna Domus & Suſtentacula Malis. 


1 The Inteſtines are faſtened to each other by the Meſentery, The 
Breaſt is divided into two Cavities by the Mediaſtinum. Both which 
are reckoned among the Membranes. ; 

A human Body was called by the Antients, The Micreceſm; 
that is, a little World, or the World in Minature. 
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Some of which aſcend to the Head: others ſpread 
themſelves over the Shoulders: ſome extend to the 


Arms: ſome deſcend to the Feet: and ſtriking out, as. 


they go, into numberleis ſmaller Canals, viſit the Streets, 
the Alleys, and every individual Apartment of the vital 
City.— Theſe, being wide at their Origin, and leffen- 
ing as they branch themſelves, check the rapid Impe- 
tus of the Blood. To ſuſtain this Shock, they are en- 
dued with uncommon Strength: by performing this 
Service, they oblige the crimſon Current to paſs into 
the narroweſt Defiles, and diſtribute itſelf into all Quar- 
ters. — The Blood, thrown from the Heart, dilates the 
Arteries, and their own elaftic Force contracts them. 
By which means, they wibrate, in proper Places, very 
perceivably againſt the Finger; bring Advices of the 
utmoſt Importance to the Phyſician ; and very much 
aſſiſt Him, both in diſcovering the Nature of Diſ- 
eaſes, and preſcribing for their reſpective Cures. 
The larger the Arteries, where-ever the Body is form- 
ed for Incurvation, are ſituate on the bending Side: 
leſt, being ſtretched to an improper Length by the In- 
flection, their Dimenſions ſhould be leſſened, and the 
circulating Fluid retarded. — They are not, like ſeveral 
of the conſiderable Veins, laid ſo near the Surface, as 
to be protruſive of the Skin; but are depoſited to a 
proper Depthin the Fleſh. This Situation renders them 
more ſecure from external Injuries. It conceals like- 
wiſe thoſe Starts and Reſilitions of the Pulſe, which, 
if apparent, would diſcompoſe the moſt ſedate, and 
dizhgure the moſt comely Countenance.— Could We 
caſt our Eye upon the River, that runs through the 
neighbouring Meadow, We 7 obſerve ſeveral Mills 
interſecting the Stream. The Waters at thoſe Places, 
if not intirely ſtopped, drain away very ſlowly. In con- 
ſequence of this Obſtruction, the lower Channels would 
be ſunk dry, and the upper Ones ſwelled into a Flood. 
To obviate both theſe Inconveniencies, Low-/hots are 
provided : which, carrying off the Surcharge, prevent 
a Glut above, and ſupply the Banks below. In thoſe 
Parts of the Body, which are moſt liable to Preſſure, 
much the ſame Expedient takes place. The Arteries 
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inoſculate ; or, breaking into a new Track, they fetch 
_ a little Circuit, in order to return and communicate 
again with the main Road. So that, if any Obſtacle 
blocks up or ſtraitens the direct Paſſage; the Current, 
by diverting to this new Channel, eludes the Impedi- 
ment; maintains an uninterrupted Flow; and ſoon re- 
gains its wonted Courſe *. 

Veins are appointed to receive the Blood from the 
Arteries, and reconvey it to the, Heart. Small at their 
Riſe, and inlarging as they advance, they are void of 
any Pulſation. In theſe, the Preſſure of the circulat- 
ing Fluid, is not near fo forcible as in the arterial 
Tubes: for which Reaſon, their Texture is conſfidera- 
bly ſlighter. Such an exact Oeconomiſi is Nature, even 
amidſt all her Liberality + !—In many of theſe Canals, 
the Current, though widening continually, and acquir- 
Ing a eau pot» Increaſe of Gravity, is obliged to 
puſh its Way againſt the Perpendicular. By which 
Circumſtance, it is expoſed to the Hazard of falling 
back, and overloading the Veſſels; if not of ſurpreſſing 
the animal Motion. For a Security againſt this Dan- 
ger, Valves are interpoſed at proper Diſtances. Which 
are no Hindrance to the regular Paſſage, but prevent 
the Reflux ; ſuſtain the augmented Weight ; and faci- 
litate a Progreſs to the grand Receptacle, This auxi- 
liary Contrivance comes in, where the Blood is con- 
ſtrained to climb; but is diſmiſſed where the ſteep Aſ- 
cent ceaſes, and ſuch a Precaution would be needleſs. 

Here are G/ands, whoſe Office it is, to filtrate the 
paſſing Fluid. Each of theſe Glands is an Aſſemblage 
of Veſſels, complicated and intervolved, with ſeemin 
Confuſion, but with perfect Regularity. As ſome kind 
of Steves tranſmit the Duſt, and retain the Corn; 
others bolt out the Meal, and hold back the Bran; 
ſo ſome of theſe glandulous Strainers draw off the 

fineſt, 

Cicero ſpeaking of the Arteries and Veins, has this very juſt 
Remark; Utr egue autem creb/ &, mult e qu toto Corpore intertextæ, 
Vim guandam incredibilem art ficiaſi Operis diwinique teflantur. 

De Nat. Deor. L. II. 
+ A parallel Inftance of Frugality is obſerved in the Arteries, 


Whoſe Coats are ſpun thinner, as the Diameter of the Velle!s be- 
come ſmaller, and the Preſſure of the Blood weaker, 
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fineft, others the graſeſ Parts of the Blood. Some 


like the Diſtiller's Alembic, /ab/:mate ; others, like the 
common Sewers, defexcate T. Each forms a Secre- 
tion, far more curious than the moſt admired Opera- 
tions of Chemiſtry ; yet all, neceſſary for the Support 
of Life, or conducive to the Comfort of the Animal. 
— Muſcles, wove in Nature's niceſt Loom; compoſed 
of the ſlendereft Fibres, yet endued with incredible 
Strength; faſhioned after a Variety of Patterns, but all 
in the higheſt 'Tafte for Elegance, Conveniency, and 
Uſefulneſs. Theſe, with their Tendons annexed, 
conſtitute the Inſtruments of Motion. The former, 
contracting their Subſtance, operate ſomewhat like the 
Pulley in Mechanics. The latter, reſembling the 
Cord, are faſtened to a Bone, or ſome Partition of 
Fleſh; and, following the muſcular Contraction, ac- 
tuate the Part into which they are inſerted. This, and 
all their Functions they execute, not like a ſluggiſh 
Beaſt of Burden, but quick as the Lightning. —Nerwes, 
ſurpriſingly minute Tubes; derived from the Brain, 
and permeated by an exquiſite ſubtle Fluid. Which, 
gliding into the Muſcles, ſets them on work; diftuſes 
the Power of Senſation through the Body; or, return- 
ing upon any Impreſſion from without, gives all need- 
ful Intelligence to the Soul. Veſicles, diſtended with 
an unctuous Matter; in ſome Places, compoſe a ſoft 
Cuſhion 4 for Nature; in other Places they fill up her 


Vacuities, 


* The glandulous Subſtance of the Brain; which ſecretes the 
animal Spirits. 

+ The Liver and Kidneys, The former of which ſeparates the 
Gall; the latter drain: off a Fluid, which, being ſufficiently known, 
need not be named. I could wiſh, it had not been fo explicitely 
and coarſely mentioned, in our Tranſlation of the beſt of Books. 
But that We had rendered the Original, in Kings xiv, 10. Every 
Male; in Iſai. xxxvi. 12. Eat and drink their own Excrements, 

t The Calf of the Leg, for Inſtance. Whoſe large Collection 
of Muſcles, interming ed with Fat, is of ſingular Service to thoſe 
important Bones. It flanks and fortifies them, like a ftrong Baſ- 
tion. It ſupports and cheriſhes them, like a ſoft Pillow, And what 
is no leis pleaſing to obſerve, it accommodates and defends them on 
that very Side, where they molt frequently reſt their Weight, and 
where they are lealt capable of being guarded by the Eye. 
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Vacuities, and ſmooth the Inequalities of the Fleſh. 
Inwardly, they ſupple the ſeveral Movements of the 
active Machine. Outauaraly, they render its Appearance 
plump, well proportioned, and graceful. 

The Sin, like a curious Surtout “, exactly fitted, is 
ſuperinduced over the whole. Formed of the molt 
delicate Net-work ; whoſe Meſes + are minute, and 
whoſe Threads I are multiplied, even to a Prodigy.— 
The Meſhes ſo minute, that nothing paſſes them, which 
is diſcernable by the Eye; though they diſcharge, every 
Moment, Myriads and Myriads of ſuperfluous Encum- 
brances from the Body. The Steam, ariſing from the 
warm Buſineſs tranſacted within, is carried oft by theſe 
real, though imperceptible Funnels || Which conſti- 
tutes, what We uſually call, in/erfeble Perſpiration.— 
The Threads fo multiplied, that neither the Point of 


the 


* Thou haſt clorathed me wwith Skin and Fleſp. Job. x, 11.— The 
Word Surtout is uſed according to the French Etymology; ſignifies 
a Garment, coming ever the whole Body; and is molt beautifully 


.expreſſed by our LORD's a@pFPteyvor. Matt. vi. 30. 


+ The Pores of the Cuticula, 

1 The nervous Fibres, and other Veſſels of the Cutis. Na- 
ture is ſomewhat like Sc/omsn's virtuous Woman, Who is not afraid 
of the Sn for ber Houſhold, becauſ? ber Houſbold are cloathed in 
Scarlet : or, as it may be rendered, are clothed with Pairs, have 
two Coats a-piece. Prov. xxxi. 21. (See Gen. xi. 19, 20. where the 


Word EV3W is thus tranſlated) — The Body alſo is accommodated 
with a double Covering. The outermott is that foft whitiſh Tegu- 
ment, which riſes in the Puſtule of a Blitier. The innermoſt is 
that redd ſh and exquiſitely tender Fart, uch appears when the 
Blifter is broke, and the dead Skin is taken off —The firſt is void 
of Senſe, and intended to ſkreen the fecund, not only from the 
Stroke of Injuries, but even from the Impreſſions of the Air: 
which, mild as it may feel to the heath], t would be too rough and 
ſharp for the naicd Nerves. 

There ſeems to be an Alluſion to this Particular, in that re- 
markable Expreſſion, kin for Shin, WY TA MY Fob ii. 4. 
Skin even unto Skin ; the very inmoſt Skin, which cannot be taken 
away, without the greateſt Loſs, and ſevereſt Pain. Vet, even 
this Leſs a Man would luffer, this 4 4 He would endure, in or- 
der to preſerve precious Life. 

|| The'e are ſomewhere prettily ſtiled, cutaneous Chimneys ; and 
are indeed jnexprefliby fine, if, as Mr. Lewwenbeeck affirms, a ſuigle 
Grain ef Sand will cover no lels than 125,000, 
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the ſmalleſt Needle, nor the incomparably nicer Spear 
of a Gnat, nor even the inviſible Lancet of a Flea, can 
pierce any ſingle Part, without cauſing an uneaſy Sen- 
ſation and a Suffuſion of Blood: conſequently, without 
wounding, even by ſo ſmall a Puncture, both a Nerve 
and a Vein®. | 

'The Veins, either pervading, or lying parallel with, 
this fine tranſparent Coat, beautify the human Struc- 
ture; thoſe Parts eſpecially, which are moſt conſpi- 
cuous, and intended for public View. The pliant 
Wriſt, and the taper Arm, they variegate with an In- 
lay of living Sapphire. They ſpread Vermilion over 
the Lips +, and plant Roſes in the Cheeks.* While the 
Eye, tinged with gloſſy Jet, or ſparkling with the Blue 
of Heaven, is fixed in an Orb of poliſhed Cryſtal. In- 
ſomuch that the earthly Tabernacle exhibits the niceſt 
Proportions, and richeſt Graces. Such nice Proporti- 
ons, as afford the moſt correct Model for Statuary : ſuch 
rich Graces, as the Canvaſs never bore, as Painting imi- 
tates in vain. 

Aſp. How juſt in itſelf, and how pertinent to our 
Purpoſe, is that well-known Acknowledgment of the 
ſacred and royal Anatomiſt; I am curioufly wrought Þ ! 
There is a Variety, an Elegance, and a Delicacy, in 
the Texture of my Body; in the Formation and Ar- 

** rangement 

* A Blood V:ſſel at leaſt. Compared with theſe Veſſels, the fine 

Imy Threads, which, on ſome bright and autumnal Morning, 
float in the Air, or hang on the Stubble, are large as a Bell-rope, 
or bulky as a Cable. Such Tubes, One would think, ſhou'd burſt 
at every Breath We draw, or even break with their own Finenels, 
Yet they are the Conduit-pipes, which convey the vital Fluid from 
and to the grand Reſervoir. And fo exquiſite, ſo wonderful, is 
their Texture, that they will out-laſt the Strength of Lead, or 
the Heart of Oak: tbeſe wearing away, theſe growing ſtronger, 

Ule 
71 Thy Lips are like a Thread of Scarlet. Cant. iv. 3. Like a 
Thread, for their de'icate Shape; like a Thread of Scariet, for their 
glowing Colour. 


t The Original ? NDP") ſignifies finely vurcug ht, or elegantly 
flouriſhed with a Needle.—The Tranſlation adopted by our Liturgy 
is, in this Place, flat and inexpreſſive. The Ex Ib Word faſbi- 
oned, has juſt the ſame Inferiority to the be utifu] Ie Phraſe , 
as the Badge tacked upon ſome poor Penſioner's Coat, has to the 
Star embroidered on a Nobleman's Breaſt, Pſa, cxxxix, ver, 1 4+ 
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«© rangement of theſe Bones and Muicles, thefe Veins 
© and Arteries; reſembling ſhall I tay ? rather, 
<« infinitely ſurpaſſing the moſt coſtly and admired 
« Pieces of Embroidery.” 

It is one of the fineſt Similitudes, that the whole 
Circle of polite Arts could afford. Yet every Com- 
pariſon, fetched from the Performances of Mankind, 
muſt neceſſarily debaſe the noble Subject. All the 
Enrichments, that the Needle can give, or the moſt 
ſplendid Silks receive, are rude, are coarſe, are mer2 
Sack-cloth, when ſet in Oppoſition to the exquiſite 
Fineneſs of the fleſhy Web. As indeed all the cele- 
brated Palaces, .{mphitheatres, Temples, that ever adorn- 
ed the moſt magnificent Cities in the World, are but 
a Heap of Confuſion, if compared with the Symmetry 
and Beauty of the bodily Fabrie. And, what is 
beyond Meaſure marvelous, all theſe Wonders of Me- 
chaniſm and Decoration aroſe not from the purer 
Elements not from the more refined Parts of the 
Creation but from the Duſt of the Ground. How 
eaſily, Theron, can that ſtupendous AR TIFICER 
renew our Hearts, and transtorm our Souls into his 
own Image; who could raiſe ſuch delicate and ſtately 
Edifices, from Particles — deſpicable Particies of the 
trodden Soil * ! 

I could not forbear interpoſing this Remark, Be- 
cauſe, it tends to manifeit our CREA'T OR's Glo- 
ry, to encourage our Hopes, and ſtrengthen our 
Faith. Otherwiſe, I ſhould be angry with myſelf, 
for interrupting your Diſcourſe. Pray, go on with 
your Deſcription of the animal Oeconomy. Only let 
me obſerve, That ſuch a Courſe of inceſſant Action, 
muſt exhauf! the Fluids; muſt waſte the Solids; and, 
unleſs both are ſupplied with proper Recruits, mutt 
gradually weaken, and at length totally deſtroy, the 
Machine. 

Ther. For this Reaſon, it is furniſhed with the Or- 


gans, and endued with the Powers of Nutrition. 


#* Never Was the Poet's Remark fo ſignally exemplified ; 


w— Materien ſiperabat Opus, 
: — 


Vol. I. 


Teeth ; 
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Teeth; the foremoſt, thin and ſharp; fitted to bite 
aſunder the Food, or cut * off ſuch a Portion, as the 
Mouth can conveniently manage. The hindermoſt, 
broad and ſtrong ; indented, like the Surface of a Mill- 
ſtone , with ſmall Cavities, and jagged with little Aſ- 
perities. Which qualify them to grind in pieces, what- 
ever is tranſmitted to their Operation. Were the 
Teeth, like our other Bones, covered with the uſual 
Membrane, the Act of Chewing would always occa- 
ſion great Uneaſineſs; and, when any hard Subſtance 
is eaten, might even lacerate the tender Tegument. 
Were they left without any Sort of Covering; they 
would ſuffer from the Inclemencies of the Air, and be 
liable to the Penetration of Liquors. In which Caſe, 
they muſt ſoon become ſoft and unfit for Service, or 
be corrupted and intirely periſh. To guard againſt 
theſe Diſadvantages, they are curiouſly g/azed, or over- 
laid with a neat Enamel; as white as Ivory, and harder 
than the Bone itſelf. Which renders them an Orna- 
ment to the Mouth 4; ſecures them from various In- 
juries; and exempts them from Pain in the Office of 
Maſtication. 

As the Rims and Cuſhions of a Billiard-Table, keep 


the Ball from flying off; and ſend it back into the 


green Area, for repeated Eſſays of Skill; ſo the Lips 
Prevent 


* Called therefore, Inciſivi. ä 

＋ Styled accordingly, Molares. We find neither of theſe Kinds 
in the new-born Babe. As Milk is, for a conſiderable Time, its 
appointed Food, Teeth would be of no Service to the Infant it- 
ſelf; as it is to preſs the tender Nipple for this milky Suſtenance, 
Teeth would be painful and prejudicial to the Nurſe. Therefore 
Nature has poſtponed the Formation of theſe fine Implements, till 
they become both neceſſary and beneficial. | | 

1 This ornamental Furniture of the Mouth, is, in the grand 
oriental Manner, deſcribed by So/omon, Thy Teeth are like a Flock 
of Sheep, that are even ſhorn, <which come up from the Waſhing, 
Cant. iv. 2. Growing, not ſingle, like the Noſe ; not in Pairs, like 
the Eyes 3 but in Rows conſiderably numerous, {ike a Flick, —— 
None riſing higher than the other; none ſtanding prominent be- 
yond another; but all ſet as true, as if they were ranged by the 
Compaſs; and making as regular an Appearance, as the Flocks 
that are even ſhorn, They are clean alſo as the Fleeces that 
have no Spot, and white as the Colour of the pureſt Woo!, like 
the Flocks juſt come up from the Waſhirg. 
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prevent the Food from flipping out of the Mouth; 
and, aſſiſted by the Tongue, return it to the renewed 
Attrition of the Grinders..—While the Lips, ia Con- 
cert with the Cheeks, are employed in this Work, their 


Motion comprefſe: the circumjacent Glands; and, 


from innumerable little Orifices, a thin pellucid Liquor 
exſudes. Which moiſtens the attenuated Food, and 
prepares it for more eaſy Digeſtion.ä— When the Mouth 
remains inactive, theſe Fountains of Spittle are, in a 
manner, cloſed. But, when it 1s exerciſed, either in 
ſpeaking or eating, their Moiſture then being peculi- 


arly neceſſary, they never fail to give out a ſufficient 


Quantity. | 

When the Soldier charges his Carbine, the Car- 
tridge could not make its way to the Bottom, without 
the Protruſion of the Rammer “. Neither would the 
Food, which We receive at the Mouth, deſcend, by 
the Force of its own Weight, through a narrow and 
clammy Channel, into the Stomach. To effectuate 
therefore, and expedite its Paſſage, Muſcles, both 


rait and circular, are provided. The former, inlarge 


the Cavity of the Throat, and afford a more eaſy Ad- 
mittance; the latter, cloſing behind the deſcending 
Aliment, preſs it downwards, and finiſh the Deglu- 


This, and the other Similitudes, are undoubtedly too mean for 
the noble Occafion. Neither do they, in every Circumſtance, gua- 
drate with the Functions deſcribed. The Motion of the Muſcles, 
which miniſter to the Act of Deglutition, is different from the 
perpendicular Protruſion of the Rammer. And it is mentioned, 
only to demonſtrate the Neceſſity of ſome prepelling Force, in order 
to convey the Aliment into the proper Receptacle, 

When We deſcant upon a Subject, of ſuch extenſive Contrivance, 
and ſuch finiſhed Perfection, as the human Structure; it is ſcarce 
poſſible to find Similitudes, that will correſpond in 4/ Particu- 
lars, or that can riſe to the Degnity of the Original. Vet if they 
tend, in any tolerable Degree, to explain its Formation, to diſplay 
its Uſes, and render its wonderful Oeconomy ſomewhat more in- 
telligible, perhaps they may be allowed to take place. 

I hope, it will be remembered, that Theron ſpeaks, not as an 
Adept in the Science, but as One whoſe higheſt Pretenſions are, to 
admire the Work, and adorethe ARTIFICER. Which Ac- 
Know edgment may intitle Him to ſome candid Indulgence, in case 
He ſhou'd offend againſt the praciſe anatemical Exactneſs, either ot 
Sentiment, or Expreſſion. 
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tition. —Before the Food enters the Gullet, it muſt of 
Neceſſity paſs over the Orifice of the Wind-pipe ; con- 
ſequently, muſt be in very imminent Danger of falling 
upon the Lungs, Which would, if not intirely ob- 


ſtruct the Breath, yet occaſion violent Coughing “, 


and great Inconveniencies. To obviate this Evil, the 
all-foreſeeing CON RIVER has placed a moveable 
Lid, or hung a cartilaginous Draw-bridge f. Which, 
when any the ſmalleſt Particle of Food advances to en- 
ter the Stomach, is pulled down and ſhut cloſe ; but, 
as ſoon as eser the Morſel is ſwallowed, is let looſe and 
ſtands open. By this two-fold Artifice, the important 
Paſſage is always barred and made ſure, againſt any 
noxious Approaches; yet, always left free for the ne- 
ceſſary Acceſſion of Air, and commodious for the Pur- 
poſes of Reſpiration. 

When the Malſter prepares his Grain for the Tranſ- 
mutations of the Brew-houſe; He ſuffers it to lie, ſe- 
veral Hours, ſteeping in the Ciſtern ; before it is fit, 
to be ſpread upon the Floor, or dried on the Kiln. The 
Meat and Drink likewiſe muſt remain, a conſiderable 
Time, in the Stomach ; before they are of a preper Con- 


fiftence and Temperature, either for the tender Coats, 


or the delicate Operation of the Bowels. For which 
Purpoſe, that great Receiver is made - ſtrong to bear 
—capacious to hold—and fo curiouſly contrived, as to 
lay a temporary Embargo t upon its Contents. Here, 
they are lodged in the very Center of Warmth, and 
concocted by the moit kindly Combination of Heat and 
Humidity. Here, they are ſaturated with other fer- 
menting or diluting Juices; and are kneaded, as it 
were, by the Motion of the Stomach, and Compreſſi- 

on 


This is what We experience, when, in eating or drinking, 
any Thing goes (as is commonly, and not improperly ſaid) the 
wwrons Way. 

+ Called the Epiglattis.— Tully, ſpeaking of the Wind- pipe and 
its curious Cover, ſays; Tegitur quaſi gundam Opercule, quod ob eam 
Cauſam datum eft, ne fiquid in eam forte Sibi incid ſſet, Spiritus im- 
pediretur. De Nat. Deor. 

t Which is quite contrary to the Oeconomy of the Cullet; tho' 
they are not only contiguous to each other, but a Continuation of 
the ſame Tube. 
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en of the neighbouring Parts. So that every the mi- 
nuteſt Fragment is ſeparated; the Whole is reduced 
to a Tenuity, abundantly finer than the exacteſt Grind- 
ing could effect; and all is worked up into the ſmooth- 
eſt, moſt nicely mixed Pulp imaginable. —From hence 
it is diſlodged, by a gently acting Force; and paſſes, 
by a gradual Tranſition, into the Cavity of the In- 
teſtines. | 

Near the Entrance, punctual as a Porter in his 
Lodge, waits the Ga/l-bladder* ; ready to transfuſe its 
acrimonious, but ſalutary Juices, on the advancing 
Aliment. Which diſſolve its remaining Viſcidites ; 
ſcour the Paſſage of the Inteſtines; and keep all its 
fine Apertures clear.— This Bag, as the Stomach hills, 
is elevated by the Diſtenſion; as the Stomach empties, 
is proportionably depreſſed. The former Poſture brings 
on a Diſcharge, the latter occaſions a Suppreſſion, of 
the Bile. It is furniſhed alſo with a Valve, of a very 
peculiar, but moſt convenient Form; through which 
the deterſive Liquid, cannot haſtily pour, but muſt 
gently o00ze. Admirable Conſtruction! Which, 
without any Care 'or Conſciouſneſs of ours, prohi- 
bits an immoderate Effuſion, yet aſcertains the need/ul 
Supply. 

Sufficiently charged with this adventitious Fluid, the 
nutritive Maſs purſues its Way through the Inte/tines. 
Whoſe wonderful Meanders, are incomparably more 
curious, than the Mazes of the Dædalean Labyrinth. 
They are actuated with a wormlike or undulatory Mo- 
tion |? which protrudes the received Aliment, and 
forces its fine milky Particles into the La&eal Veſſels. 
Theſe are a Series of the moſt delicate Strainers; 
ranged, in countleſs Multitudes, all along the Sides of 
the winding Paſſage. Each ſo nicely framed, as to ad- 

mit the nutrimental balmy Juices, and reject the groſs 
excrementitious Dregs.— Had this alimentary 'I'ube 


The Gall-bladder is ſituate upon the lower Margin of the 
Liver; and to ſecrete the b:/ious Juice, is ſuppoſed to be the prin- 
Cipal Uſe of that largeſt of Glands, 

' + A fpiral Form. | 

1 Stiled vermicular or periſtaltic, 
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been frait or Sort, the Food might have gone through 
it, without reſigning a ſufficient Quantity of its nou- 
Tiſhing Particles. Therefore, it is artfully convolved, 
and greatly extended; to afford Nature an Opportu- 
nity, of Ming more thoroughly whatever paſſes, and 
of detaining whatever may ſerve her Purpoſes. 
Leſt ſuch l of Entrails, ſhould be intangled 
among themſelves, or be cumbrous to the Wearer, 
they are packed into the neateſt Folds, and lie within 
a narrow Compaſs. They are at leaſt fix Times lon- 
ger * than the Body that contains them. Yet are they 
odged, not crouded ; in a Part, not in the <vhole Re- 
gion, of the lower Belly. And amidit this ſmall Space, 
ave fufficient Room to execute the niceſt and moſt 
important Functions. Though the alimentary Sub- 
ftance can never miſtake its Way; yet it may, thro? 
ſome accidental Impediment, attempt to return back- 
ward. In this Caſe, a Valve intervenes; and ren- 
ders, what would be extremely pernicious, almoſt al- 
ways impracticable. As the whole proceeds in this 
ſexpentine Courſe, it is perpetually ſending off De- 
tachments of nutritious Juices. In conſequence of which, 
it would Joſe its ſoft Temperature; might become rug- 
ged, and pain the tender Parts; perhaps, be hindered 
trom ſliding on to its final Exit. To prevent ſuch an 
Obſtruction, Glands are poſted in proper Places +, 
and diſcharge a lubricating Fluid; which aids the Pro- 
reſs of the Maſs, and renews the Secretion of the 
hyle. Till all that remains of the One, is clean 
drawn 


According to this Calculation, they muſt meaſure, in a pretty 
tall Man, more than thirty-ſix Feet. The Subſtance of the Bowels, 
though thin to a Delicacy, is ſtrong to a Wonder. The Skin of an 
Ox-gut, I am told, will endure the Blows of the Gold-beater's 
Hammer, for many Months, nay for ſeveral Years, 

+ In the Bowels, that lic neareſt the Stomach, theſe Glands are 
jmaller or fewer : becauſe, in thoſe Parts, the Aliment is copi- 


euſly furniſhed with Moiſture, Whereas, in the Bowels, which 


ire more remote from the Stomach, and receive the Food drained 
off a conſiderable Quantity of its Chyle, the lubricating Glands 
are either multiplicd or inlarged. A moſt admirable Proviſion! 
finely diverſified, according to the ſeveral Changes of the Aliment ; 
vet exactly adapted ts the Exigencics of the Animal, 
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drawn of *; and the Other But here you muſt 
excuſe me; and for my Neglect of farther Particula- 

rity, your Author ſhall make an Apology ; Quemadmo- 

dum autem Reliquie Cibi depellantur, tum aftringentibus 

ſe Inteſtinis, tum relaxantibus, haud ſane difficile dictu eft : 

ſed tamen prætereundem eſt, ne quid habeat Injucunditatis - 
Oratio . 

The Chyle, drawn off by all the ſecretory Orifices, 
is carried along Millions of the fineſt I DuQs, and 
lodged in ſeveral commedious Cells ||. As a Traveler, 
by baiting upon the Road, and taking proper Refreſh - 
ment, is better qualified to purſue his Journey: ſo the 
Chyle, diverting to thoſe little Inns, is mixed with a 
thin, diluting Lymph, which renders it more apt to 
flow, and more fit for Uſe. From hence it is convey- 
ed to one common Receptacle: and mounting through a 
perpendicular Tube, inſtils itſelf into the left ſubcla- 
vian Vein, This perpendicular Tube, not having ſuffi- 
cient Force of its own, borrows Aſſiſtance from its 
Neighbour. It is laid contiguous to the great Artery 
whoſe ſtrong Pulſation drives on the Fluid, which 
might otherwiſe ſtagnate ; enables it to overcome the 


ſteep Aſcent, and unload its precious 'T'reaſure at the 
very Door of the Heart, 


As Theron avoids meddling with a Subject, that is become 
uſeleſs and putreſcent, I think myſelf obliged to imitate his Da- 
licacy. Only I would add one Remark in the Notes, and ſhall 
beg leave to expreſs it in Greek, That if it ſhould prove, in any 
Degree, diſguſtful; it may have, at leaſt, the negative Merit, not 
to offend many Readers. Ext. 0% Ta amoxwpeila doo 


7 
rg Tg TE r oxilug 1 puoi, % anniyxty 1 Nhe 
@eoowlaly amo Twy ailnorwy. Socrat, Memorab. 

+ Cicero De Nat. Deor. 

1 Fine indeed! Since their Orifices, through which they admit 
the Chyle, are not diſcoverable even by the very beſt Microſcopes, 
To this prodigiouſly nice Conſtructure it is owing, that nothing 
enters the Subſtance of the Blood, but what is ſmaller than the 
ſmalleſt Arteries in the Syitem: and thereby fitted to paſs thry? 
the fineſt capillary Veſſels, without cauſing any Obſtruction, 

! The Glands of the Meſentery. 


The Receptaculum Chyli; a Reſervoir, placed near the left 


Kidney, 
84 The 
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The Bod, through every Stage of its ample Circuit, 
having ſuſtained great Expences; being laid under 
Contribution, by every Gland in the whole Syſtem ; 
and having ſupplied Myriads of the capillary Veſlels, 
with Matter for inſenſible Perſpiration; mutt be very 
much impoveriſhed. But is moſt opportunely recruit- 
ed, by this Acceſſion of Chyle.—Yet though recruited, 
it is not refined, In its preſent crude State, it is abſo- 
lutely unqualified to perform the vital Tour, or carry 
on the animal Functions. Therefore, by a grand Ap- 
paratus of muſcular Fibres, it is wafted into the Lungs ; 
and pours a thouſand, thouſand Rills into either Lobe. 
In the Cells, the ſpongy Cells of this amazing 
Laboratory, it imbibes the Influences of the external 
Air; its heterogeneous Parts are thoroughly incorpo- 
rated ; and its whole Subſtance is made cool, ſmooth, 
and florid. Thus improved, thus exalted, it is 
tranſmitted to the left Ventricle of the HEART; a 
firong, attive, indefatigable “ Muſcle ; placed in the 
very Center of the Syſtem. Impelled by this beat- 
ing Engine, Part ſhoots upward ; and ſweeps, with a 
bounding Impetus, into the Head. There, it impreg- 
nates the prolifc Fields of the Brain; and forms thoſe 


fubtile ſpirituous Dews , which impart Senſe to every 


Nerve, 


* Indefatigable—This is 2 very diſtinguiſhing, and no leſs a- 
mazing Property of the Heart. The large Muſcles of the Arm, 
or the much larger of the Thigh, are ſoon wearied. A Day's La- 
bour, or a Day's Journey, will exhauſt their Strength. But the 
Muſcle, which conſtitutes the Heart, toils through whole Weeks, 
whole Months, whole Years, and never becomes weary. Is equal- 
ly a Stranger to Intermifſion and Fatigue. 

+ Thele are, what We call, The animal Spirits ; and it is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed, that Senſation is cauſed by the undulatory Motion 
of this nervous Fluid—Though ſome imagine, it is performed by 
the vibratory Motion of the Nerves themſelves, —Others think, 
that neither of theſe Opinions will comport, with the Texture of 
thole fine Tubes, or with the Nature of the Fluids they contain. 
It is, I believe, one of thoſe Myſteries in the material World, 
which may reconcile thinking and unprejudiced Minds, to the My- 
fteries of the Chriſtian Revelation. Why ſhou'd any One wonder, 
to find ſome Doctrines in the B1BLE, that ſurpaſs the Reach of 
human Underſtanding ; when there are ſo many Operations in the 
Body, confeſſedly and abſolutely inexplicable by the moſt acute 
Anatomiſt? | 
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Nerve, and communicate Motion to every Limb. Part 
flows downward ; rolls the reaking Current through 
all the lower Quarters; and diſpenſes the nutrimental 
Stores, even to the meaneſt Member, and the minuteſt 
Veſſel. 

Obſerve, how the ſtately Thames, and the rapid 
Rhine, refreſh the Foreſts and the Groves ; water the 
"Towns, that croud their Banks; and make the Mea- 
dows they interſect, laugh and ſing. So, only with an 
incomparable richer Fluid, and with infinitely ore 
numerous Streams, this human River laves the ſeveral 
Regions of the Body. Transfuſing Vigour and propa- 
gating Health, through the Whole. 

But, how ſhall a Stream, divided into Myriads of 
Channels, and pervading innumerable Tracts, how ſhall 
this be brought back again to its Source? Should any 
Portion, like your Lake-Waters after a Land-Flood, de- 
viate from their Courſe, ar be unable to return 
Putrefaction would take place—A Nuiſance would ariſe 
E Death might enſue. Therefore the all wiſe CREA- 
TOR has connected the Extremity of the Arteries, 
with the Beginning of the Veins. So that the ſame 
Force, which darts the crimſon Wave through the 
former, drives it through the latter. Thus it is recon- 
ducted, without the leaft Extravaſation, to the great 
ſalient Ciſtern“ . There played off afreſh, it renews 
and perpetuates the vital Functions. 

Where two oppo/ite Currents would be in Danger of 
claſhing, a fibrous Excreſcence interpoſes T; which, 
like a projecting Pier, breaks the Stroke of each, and 
throws both into their proper Receptacle. Where 
the Wafture is to be ſpeedy, the Channels either for- 


Solomon makes uſe of this Similitude Or ever the Pitcher bz 
broken at the Fourtain ; or the Wheel broken at the C:ſtern, The two 
Pentricles of the Heart, repleniſhed with Blood, are fitly repre- 
ſented by a Ciftern ; and the contractile Force of their Fibres, acts 
like the Water-wbeel in Hydraulics. — The Pitcher, which receives 
the Water at the Spring-head, and conveys it away for the Own- 
er's Service, may probably ſignify the Aorta, and the pulmonary 
Artery ; whole Functions correſpond with the Uſes of ſuch a Veſ- 
ſe]. Eccleſ. xii. 6. 

I In the Point, where the Streams, from the Vena cava and 
Vena aſcendens, coincide. 


8 5 bear 


. gn 2 
— — 23 —— 


394 DIALO GU E XI. 


bear to winde in their Courſe +, or to leſſen in their 
Dimenſions 1. When the Progreſs is to be retarded, 
the Tubes are twined into various Convolutions ||, or 
their Diameter is contracted into a narrower Size. 
Modeled by theſe judicious Rules; guarded by theſe 
wiſe Precautions ; the living Flood never diſcontinues 
its interchangeable Tide : but, Night and Day, whe- 
ther We ſleep or wake, ſtil] perſeveres to fally bri/t- 
ly through the Arteries, and return e through the 
eins. 

Such aſtoniſhing Expedients are uſed, to elaborate 
the Chyle — to bend it with the Blood —and to diftri- 
bute both through the Body! By means of which, the 
animal Conſtitution is maintained. In Youth, its Bulk 
is increaſed ; in Age, its Decays are repaired; and it 
is kept in tenantable Condition for the Soul, during 
the Space of ſeventy or eighty Years. 

Theſe are a few, and but a wery few Inſtances of 
that Contrivance, Regularity, and Beauty, which are 
obſervable in the human Frame. Attentive Inquirers 
diſcover deeper Footiteps of Deſign, and more refined 
Strokes of Skill. Diſcover them, not only in the 
grand and moſt diſtinguiſhed Parts, but in every 
Limb, and in every Organ: I may venture to add, in 
every Fibre that is extended, and in every Globule * 
that flows. 

Aſp. What a warious, but uniform Syſtem, is the 
Body! I ſee the greateſt Multiplicity of Parts, yet the 
mol perfect Harmony ſubſiſts between them all. No 
one hinders, but each aſſiſts, the Operation of ano- 
ther; and all conſpire to the Benefit and Preſervation 
of the Whole. Moſt judiciouſly has the great Apoſtle 
touched this Subject; and moſt happily applied it, to 


+ In the great Artery, that deſcends to the Feet. 

4 In every Interval, between all the Ramifications. 

In the Veſſels, that carry the Blood to the Brain; that form 
the viſcous Secretions ; and indeed conſtitute all the Glands. 

The extreme Minuteneſi of the Globules, which form the red 
Part of our Blood, is one Exemplification of this Remark, If, as 
Mr. Lewwenhoeck computes, every Globule bs 25060 times ſmaller, 
than the {malleſt Grain of Sand. 
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illuſtrate the Reaſonableneſs; and inforce the Practice, 
both of 28 and ſ/ocial Duties, of private Content 
and public Concord . 

The Body, he obſerves, is not one Member, but many. 
To each of which ſome peculiar and needful Office is 
aſſigned. So that the Foot, though placed in the loweſt 
Order, and deſtined to ſerve on the very Ground, 
has no Reaſon to reckon itſelf a worthleſs Outcaſt ; 
or to ſay, Becauſe I am not the Head, I am not of the 
Body. Neither has the Head, in its elevated Situation, 
and amidſt its honourable Functions, any Cauſe to 
deſpiſe the inferior Limbs; or to ſay, with Contempt 
and Selt- ſufficiency, 1 have no Need of You. If there 
were no Feet, what would become of the loco-motive 

\ Faculty? Or how could the Body convey itſelf from 
one Place to another? If there were no Hands, what 
ſhould we do for the Inſtruments of Action? Or how 
could the animal Frame be defended and accommo- 
dated ?—Nay, the Parts, which ſeem to be leſs honoura- 
ble, are neceſſary. Even thoſe, which form or throw 
off the Dregs, are of the laſt Importance to Life and 
its Comforts. Should thoſe be obſtructed in their Ac- 
tion, the moſt intenſe Torment enſues; ſhould the 
Obſtruction continue, Death is the inevitable Conſe- 
quence.—By this wiſe Adjuſtment, there is no Schiſm 
in the Body; no ſeparate or interfering Ends are purſu- 
ed by the Members ; but the Safety and Support of each 
are the one undivided Care of all. 

Thus ſhould it be among Men, and among Chriſ- 
tians ; in the Civil Community, and in the Catholic 
Church. There is in both a Subordination of Perſons, 
but a Concatenation of Intereſts. For which Reaſon, 
a general Agreement ſhould take place, and a mutual 
Subſerviency to each other's Welfare. The Mean- 
eft have no Cauſe to be diſſatisfied with their Condi- 
tion; but to acquieſce in the unerring Diſpoſal of 
Providence, and chearfully contribute their Share to 
the common Good. The Higbeſt ſhould conde— 
ſcend to Men of low Eſtate; and maintain a Regard 

to 


+ See 1 Cor, xii, 12, &c. 
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to the Well-being of the Pooreſt, as that which is in- 
timately connected with their own. In a Word; 
each ſhould feel a tender Concern for all; rejoicing 
in their Happineſs, and ſtudying to eſtabliſh it; ſym- 
pathizing with their Miſeries, and endeavouring to 
heal them. | 

I am ſure, my Theron will be pleaſed with this 
fine Compariſon, uſed by the Apoſtle ; and adapted to 
Purpoſes, at once ſo noble and fo benevolent. Eſpe- 
cially, as it receives additional Propriety and Force 


from his own Obſervations. But I have one more 
Inquiry to make. 


Your Syſtem, though organized, though indued with 
a Principle of Motion, — furniſhed with the Powers 
of Nutrition, is ſtill deſtitute of Sense. The Crea- 
tion abounds with Objects, fitted to yield the moſt 
refined Entertainment. The Sun impurples the Robe 
of Morning, and Stars beſpangle the Curtains of 
Night. Flowers of ſilver Whiteneſs, and of golden 
Luftre, enamel the Ground. Fruits of all radiant 


Hues, and of every delicious Taſte, hang amiably dan- 
gling on the Boughs. 


Airs alſo, vernal Airs, 


Breathing the Smell of Field and Grove, attune 
. The trembling Leaves 


But We hear of no Capacities, formed for the En- 
joyment of theſe various Delights. Without which, 
the Breath of Fields muſt loſe its reviving Fra- 
grance ; the whiſpering Grove muſt degencrate into 
ſullen Silence; and Nature's Book of Knowledge, all 
fair and inſtructive, be no better than a vaſt unmean- 
ang Blank. 

Ther. Therefore, the great CREATOR, profuſely 
gracious to Mankind, has made Us a Preſent, an in- 
eſtimable Preſent of the Sexes. To be the Inlets of 
innumerable Pleaſures, and the Means of adminiſter- 
ing the moſt valuable Advantages. 

High in the Head, bright and conſpicuous as a 
Star in the Brow of Evening, is placed the Eye. In 


this 
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this elevated Situation, like a Centinel pofted in his 
Watch-tower, it commands the moſt inlarged Proſ- 
pect. Conſiſting only of ſimple Fluids, incloſed 
in thin Tunicles, it conveys to our Apprehenſion all 
the Graces of blooming Nature, and all the Glories 
of the viſible Heavens. How prodigiouſly won- 
derful ! That an Image of the huge Mountains, and 
a Tranſcript of the moſt diverfified Landſchapes, 
ſhall enter the _ Circlet of the Pupil. How 
ſurpriſingly artful! That the Rays of Light, like an 
1nimitable Pencil, ſhould paint on the optic Nerves ; 
E in an Inſtant of Time; paint in their true Co- 
ours, and exa&eft Lineaments, every Species of exter- 
nal Objects ! 
- The Eye is ſo tender, that a ſlight Accident, ſcarce- 
ly perceived by ſome other Parts of the Body, would 
be very injurious to its delicate Frame. It is guarded 
therefore with peculiar Care : with a Care, propor- 
tioned to its nice Texture, and extenſive Uſefulneſs. 
It is intrenched deep in the Head, and barricaded, on 
every vide, with a ſtrong Fortification of Bones. 
As the Incurfion of the ſmalleſt Fly would incom- 
mode the poliſhed Surface, it is farther protected by 
two ſubitantial Curtains, hung on a moſt ſlender carti- 
laginous Rod. Which ſecure it, not barely from 
Blows, and from any hurtful Attrition, but alſo from 
every troubleſome Annoyance. In Sleep, when there 
is no Occaſion to exerciſe the Senſe, but an abſolute 
Neceſſity to guard the Organ, theſe Curtains fpon- 
taneouſly cloſe, and never fail to lie ſhut. At any 
Time, they will fy together with a Motion, quick 
as the Alarm of Fear, I had almoſt ſaid, quicker 
than Thought itſelf. At all Times, they are lined 
with an extremely fine Sponge“, wet with its own 
native Dews, Which lubricate the Eye-ball ; oil, as 
it were, its Wheels; and fit it for a Courſe of un- 
common Activity. At the End of this ſkinny Man- 


telet 


* The Glandula Latrymalis and its Ducts; opening on the in- 
ner Part of the Eye-lid, and ſecreting the Fluid, which Theron 


calls his Oil; beeauſe it irrigates the Eye-ball, and facilitates its 
Motion, | 
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telet (if I may uſe the military Style) is planted a 
Range of briſtly Palliſadoes f. Which keep out the 
leaſt Mote; ward off even the ſtraggling Atom; and 
moderate the otherwiſe too potent Impreſſions of the 
Sun-beams 4. 

The Brows are a kind of natural Pert- houſe, thatch- 
ed and arched with curious Wreaths of Hair. The 
Thatch is intended to divert the Sweat, from trick- 
ling into the Eyes, and offending them with its Brine. 
The Arches are fo finely coloured, and fo elegantly 
turned, that they ſet off the Whiteneſs of the Fore- 
head, and beſtow additional Grace on the whole 
Countenance.—Becauſe, in our waking Hours, there 
is almoſt an inceſſant Call for thoſe little Orbs, they 
run upon the fineſt Caſters; rolling upwards or down- 
wards, to the Right-hand or to the Left ; with the ut- 
moſt Speed, and with equal Eaſe. Which Circum- 
ſtance, added to the Flexibility of the Neck, renders 
our two Eyes as uſeful, as if the whoſe Body, like the 
living Creatures in St. Jobn's Viſion, was full of Eyes 
before and behind *. | 

The Ear conſiſts of an outward Porch and inner 
Rooms, with Tools of the moſt admirable Contrivance 
and finiſhed Workmanſhip. The Contrivance and the 
Workmanſhip incomparably nicer, than the Deſigns 
of Palladio, or the Architecture of Solomon's Temple; 


though the former were drawn from the magnificent 
Monu- 


+ The Hairs, that ariſe upon the Extremities of the Eye-laſh, 


grow only to a certain convenient Length, and never need cut- 


ting. They are not flaccid and pendulous, like thoſe of the Head; 
but fff and elaſtic, like Briſtles, The firſt would have been trou- 
bleſome, the laſt are beneficial..—Add to this, that their Points 
ſtand out of the Way; thoſe of the upper Eye-lid being bent up- 
wards, and thoſe of the lower downwards,-So nice is Nature, 
even in ſuch ſmall Matters! 

t The tender, the inceſſant, the more than fatherly Care, 
which the LOKD GOD ALMIGHTY takes of his People, is re- 
preſented in Scripture by this extraordinary P:ovifion, made for 
the Security of the Eye. Which is one of the fneft Images, that 
Fancy can form; and one of the moſt --»/-/atory Truths, that 
Faith can believe. He kept bim as the Appic of bis Eye, Deut. 
XXXil. 10 —He that teuchetb You, toucheth the Apple of bis Eye, 


Zech. ii. 8. 
Rev. iv. 6. 
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Monuments of Rome, though the latter was built in 
the Taſte of Heaven. Yea; fo conſummately nice is 
the Structure of this Organ, that GOD, the only 
Wiſe GOD, is not aſhamed to be called its Artificer: 
He that planted the Ear +, is to be found among the 
Titles of the exalted [EHOVAH. In one very 

remarkable Peculiarity, this minute Fabric reſembles 
that renowned Edifice, the Porch being loftier“ than 
any other Part of the Building. 

The Porch I call that ſemicircular Lodge, which 
ſtands ſomewhat prominent from the Head ; and is, 
not /oft and finking as Fleſh, leſt it ſhould abſorb the 
Sound, rather than promote its Repercuſlion ; not hard 
and fubborn as Bone, leſt it ſhould occaſion painful In- 
conveniencies, when We repoſe Ourſelves on either 
Side— but of a cartilaginous Subſtance, covered with 
a tight Expanſion of Membranes, and wrought into 
ſinewous Cavities. Which, like circling Hills, or ſur- 
rounding rocky Shores ||, collect the wandering Undu- 
lations of the Air ; and tranſmit them, with a vigor- 
ous Impulſe, to the finely ſtretched Membrane of the 
Tympanum . The Avenue, or narrow Entry, is 
ſecured from the inſinuating Attempts of little Inſects, 
by a Moraſs (ſhall I ſay ?) of bitter and viſcous Matter: 
diſguſtful to their Taſte, and embarraſſing to their 
Feet. The Hammer and the Anvil; the Stirrup and 
the Drum; the winding Labyrinths 5, and the found- 
ing Galleries; theſe, and other Pieces of CM 

a 


+ Pfal. xciv. . 
Compare 1 Kings vi. 3. with 2 Chron. iii. 4. 
|| Alluding to thoſe expreſſive Lines, where Eebo ſeems to live 
ia the Sound, as well as in the Senſe! 


Vocemque incluſa volutant 5 : 
Littora, pulſati Colles Clamore reſultant, Virg. 


So called, becauſe it reſembles a Drum, both in Pigure and 
Uie. Being a fine Skin, expanded upon a Circle of Bones, and 
over a poliſhed reverberating Cavity.—It is affected by the Vibra- 
tions of the external Air, as the Coyering of the War-drum is by 
the Impreſſions of the Stick. It is alſo furniſhed with races, that 
ſtrain or relax at pleaſure z and accommodate its Tenſion either to 
loud or languid Sounds. 

$ Of this Kind is the auditory Tube; intended to ſoften and 

LED 110 


400 DIALOGUE XII 


all inſtrumen tal to the Power of Hearing, are beyond 
Deſcription curious , | 
Amazingly nice muſt be the Formation, and incon- 
ceivably exact the Tenſion of the auditory Nerves : 
ſince they correſpond with the ſmalleſt Tremors of the 
Atmoſphere, and eaſily diſtinguiſh their moſt ſubtile 
Variations. The ruder Blaſts, perceivable by the 
whole external Body, have very little Effect upon theſe 
delicate Strings. Whereas, they are perfect Uniſons 
with thoſe fine, thoſe ſignificant Agitations of the Air, 
which the acuteſt Touch is unable to diſcern. Theſe 
living Chords, tuned by an ALMIGHTY HAND, 
and diffuſed through the echoing Iſles, and ſonorous 
Cells theſe receive the Impreflions of Sound, and 
propagate them to the Brain. Theſe + give Exiſtence 
to the Charms of Muſic, and reciprocate the rational 
Entertainments of Diſcourſe. 'Theſe treat my A/pa/io 
with the Melody of the Woodland Choirs, and atford 
f me the ſuperior Pleaſure of my Friend's Converſation. 
9 The Eye perceives only the Objects that are before 
it; whereas, the Ear warns Us of Tranſactions, that 
paſs above Us, behind Us, all around Us. The Eye 
is uſeleſs, amidſt the Gloom of Night; and cannot 
carry its Obſervation, through the bolted Door, or 
| the cloſed Window-ſhutter. But the*Ear admits her 
6 Intelligence, through the darkef Medium, and the 
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| qualify the ruſhing Sound. Left, if the Incurſion were direct, it 
might be too impetuous, and injure the delicate Expanſe of the 
Tympanum.——W hile this is deſigned to moderate, the Concavi- 
ties of the inner Structure are prepared to heighten and invigerate 
the Sound, by calling in the auxiliary Force of an Echo.—Such 
Intentions, ſo varying, nay ſo eppofite, concur to form this admi- 
rable Organ 
+ Elegantly ſty led, The Daugbters of Muſic, For this Phraſe 
may refer, as well to the Organs which form, as to thoſe which 
diſtinguiſb the harmonious Accents. Eccleſ. xii. .- Methinks, I 
am always deſirous to add any appeſite Expreiſion, or parallel 
Paſſage from the Bible, As I find, Writers of Taſte and Polite- 
neſs are ſtudious to embelliſh their Works, with Quotations from 
the Claſſics. And I perſuade mylelf, the Reader will allow me to 
gratify this favourite Inclination. Becauſe, every Portion of that 
ineſtimable Book, however minute, is like the Filings of Gold, or 
the Sparks of a Diamond. ls ſure, whenproperly applied, to add 
Worth, and impart Beauty, 
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minuteſt Cranny. The Eye is upon Duty, only in 
our waking Hours ; but the Ear is always expanded, 
and always acceſſible *: a Courier, that never tires: 
a Centry, ever in his Box. To ſecure a Reſource, 
in caſe any Misfortune ſhould diſable one of the hearing 
or ſeeing Organs, our all-gracious MAKER has given 
Us Duplicates of each. 

As there are tremulous Concuſſions impreſſed upon 
the Air, diſcernable only by the Inſtruments of Hear- 
ing; there are alſo odoriferous Particles, wafted by the 
ſame aerial Vehicle, which àre perceivable only by the 
Smell. The Noftrils are wide at the Bottom, that 
a large Quantity of Effluvia may enter; narrow at the 
Jop, that, when entered, they may cloſe their Ranks, 
and act with greater Vigour.— Fine, beyond all Ima- 
eee are the Steams which exhale from fetid or 

ragrant Bodies. The very beſt Microſcopes, that diſ- 
cover thouſands and thouſands of Animalcules in a Drop 
of putrified Water, cannot bring oe Individual, among 
all theſe evaneſcent Legions, to our Sight. They fail, 
in numberleſs Squadrons,. cloſe to our Eyes, cloſe by 
our Ears; yet are fo amazingly attenuated, that they 
elude all our Search. Nevertheleſs, ſo judiciouſly + 
are the o/fa&ory Nets laid, and fo artfully their Meſhes 
ſized, that they catch theſe vaniſhing Fugitives. They 
catch the roaming Perfumes, that fly off from the open- 
ing Honeyſuckle ; and take in the ſtationed Sweets that 
hover round the expanded Roſe. They imbibe all the 
balmy Fragrance of Spring, all the aromatic Exhalati- 
ons of Autumn, and enable Us to banquet even on the 

indiſible Dainties of Nature. 5 
ur- 


* Auditus autem ſemper patet. Ejus enim Senſus etiam dormi- 
entes egemus. A quo, cum Sonus eft accefptus, etiam e Somno excuti- 
mur. ä De Nat Deor. 

+ The Keenneſs and Sagacity of this Senſe, furniſhed the evan- 
gelical Prophet with a beautiful Metaphor, to dilp ay the Accura- 
cy of the MESSIAH's Judgment, and his unerringly nice Dif 
cernment in ſpiritual Things, literally rendered, fignifies 
Shall make bim to ſmell : which is accommodated to $04; Language, 


and properly enough tranſlated, Shall make him of quick Under- 
landing, Ihai. xi. 3. | 
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Furniſhed with theſe ſeveral Organs, 


— Not a Breeze 
Flies oer the Meadow, not a Cloud imbibes 
The ſetting Sun's Effulgence, not a Strain 
From all the Tenants of the warbling Shade 
Aſcends, but whence our Senſes can partake 
Freſh Pleaſure . 


Another Capacity for frequent Pleaſure, our boun- 
tiful CREATOR has beſtowed, in granting Us the 
Powers of Tae. By Means of which, the Food that 
ſupports our Body, feaſts our Palate; firſt, treats Us 
with a pleaſing Regale ; then, diſtributes its beneficial 
Recruits. The Razor, whetted with Oil, becomes 
more exquiſitely keen. The Saliva, flowing upon the 
Tongue, and moiſtening its Nerves, quickens them 
into the livelieſt Acts of Senſation.— This Senſe is cir- 
cumſtanced, in a Manner peculiarly benign and wiſe ; 
ſo as to be a ſtanding, though ſilent Plea for Temper- 
ance. Without recurring to the Vengeance of GOD, 
or the Terrors of eternal Judgment, it is a powerful 
Diſſuaſive from irregular and exceſſive Indulgencies. 
Becauſe, the Exerciſe of Sobriety, ſets the fineſt Edge 
on its Faculties ; and adds the moſt poignant Reliſh to 
its Enjoyments. Whereas, Riot and Voluptuouſneſs 
pall the Appetite ; blunt its Senſibility; and render 
the Gratifications extremely languid, if not perfectly 
inſipid. The Sight, the Smell, the Taſte are, not 
only ſo many ſeparate Sources of Delight, but a joint 
Security to our Health. They are the vigilant and ac- 
curate Inſpectors, that examine our Food, and inquire 
into its Properties; whether it be pleaſant or diſagree- 
able; wholeſome or noxious, For the Diſcharge of 
this Office, they are excellently qualified, and moſt 
commodiouſly ſituate, So that nothing can gain Ad- 
miſſion through the Mouth, till it has undergone their 
Scrutiny, and obtained their Paſſport. 
To all theſe, as a moſt neceſſary and advantageous 
Supplement, is added the Senſe of Feeling. mans 
renders 


1 See that very elegant Poem, The Pleaſures of Imagination, 
I 
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renders the whole Aſſemblage complete.—While other 
Senſes have a particular Place of Reſidence ; this is dif- 
fuſed throughout the whole Body“. In the Palms of 
the Hands, on the Tips of the Fingers, and indeed 
through all the extreme Parts of the Fleſh, it is moſt 
quick and lively : as the adyanced Guards, or Scouts 
upon the Frontiers, are or ought to be peculiarly at- 
tentive and wakeful. Scouts did I ſay? The whole 
Army of Xerxes, drawn out in Battle array, with his 
Millions of ſupernumerary Attendants +, were but like 
a few G/eaners ſtraggling in the Field; if compared, ei- 
ther in Number or Order, with thoſe nervous Detach- 
ments, which pervade the Texture of the Skin, and 
miniſter to the Act of Feeling. — How happily is this 
Senſe tempered between the two Extremes! Neither fo 
acute, as the Membranes of the Eye; nor fo obtuſe, as 
the Callus of the Heel. The former would expoſe Us 
to continual Pain; render our Clothes galling, and the 
very Down oppreſſive 1. The latter would quite be- 
numb the Body, and almoſt annihilate the Touch.— 
Nor this alone, but a// the Senſes are exactly adapted 
to their reſpective Offices, and to the Exigencies of our 
2 State. Were they Arained to a much higher 
one, they would be Avenues of Anguiſh. Were they 
relaxed into greater Inſenſibility, they would be ſo ma- 

ny uſeleſs Encumbrances. 
Aſp. How admirable and gracious is this Proviſion, 
which the bleſſed GOD has made, to accommodate 
Us 


* Jact᷑ us autem toto Corpor e æquabiliter ſuſus e, ut omnes Fur, 
mne ſue nimios & Frigoris & Caloris Appulſus ſentire poi mus. 
De Nat. Deor. 
+ The Soldiers and Attendants of Terxes, amounted to five 
Millions two Hundred and eighty Thouſand. Another Army, lo 
large and numerous, occurs not in all the Records of Hiſtory, 
Vid. Herod. Lib, VII. 
t Mr, Pope has illuſtrated this Obſervation, with a Delicacy pe- 
culiar to Himſelf. 
Say, what the Uſe, were finer Optics given, 
T” inſpet a Mite, not comprebend the Heaven? 
The Touch . alive all o er, 
To ſmart and agonize at every Pore ? 
Or quick Effluvia darting throngh the Brain, 
Die of a Roſe in aromatic Pain? 
Eth. Epiſt, I. 
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Us with delightful Senſations, and inſtructive Ideas! 
— The Taſte, the Touch, and the Smell, are ſome- 
what ffraitned in the Extent of their Operations. The 
Ear carries on a Correſpondence with a larger Circle 
of Objects. But the Sight moſt amply ſupplies, what- 
ever is wanting in all the other Senſes. The Sight 
ſpreads itſelf to an infinite Multitude of Bodies ; and 
brings within our Notice ſome of the remoteft Parts of 
the Univerſe.— The Taſte, the Touch, the Smell, per- 
ceive nothing but what is brought to their very Doors. 
Whereas, the Eye extends its Obſervation, as far as the 
Orbit of Saturn ; nay glances, and in an Inſtant of 
Time, to the inconceivable Diſtance of the Stars. The 
Compaſs of the Earth, and the Immenſity of the Skies, 
are its unlimitted Range. 

From this remarkable Variety, with regard to the 
Sphere and Activity of the Senſes, St. Paul forms one of 
the fineſt, boldeſt, and moſt important Compariſons in 
the World. By this He illuſtrates the Difference be- 
tween the Wiſdom, which 1s derived from the Word 
of divine Revelation; and the Wiſdom, which is ac- 
quired by Dint of human Application. In his Oration 
to the Athenians, ſpeaking of their moſt celebrated 
Sages, He ſays ; I ſo be, they might feel after, and find 
H I M*. In his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of 
the Man Maſes, our Author obſerves ; That He endur- 
ed as ſeeing Him who is inviſible f. Writing to his 
Corinthian Converts. He adds, as a farther Heighten- 
ing of the Contraſt ; We all beholding with open Face 
the Glory of the LO R Dj. — The Knowledge of the 
Philoſopher, is like that obſcure and ſcanty Information, 
which is to be obtained by groping with the Hand, in 
a dark Night. The Knowledge of the Chriſtian is like 
that copious Influx of clear and inlarged Ideas, which 
We receive by the Mediation of the Eye, amidſt the 
Shining of a bright Day. 

Tully, We find, has, in the Book before Us, hit up- 
on ſome of the moſt general and obvious Uſes, to 
which the ſeveral Parts of the human Body are * 

5 et 


* Acts xvii. 27. Ez cpa Ye VYAaÞbnoeucs a lo. 
+ Heb. xi. 27. 1 2 Cor, ili. 18. 
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Yet how ſuperficial and deficient appears his Penetration, 
when We take in the much deeper Diſcoveries, and 
the much higher Improvements of our modern Philoſo- 


| = 'Thus, and abundantly more defective, is his 


nowledge of moral Duties and divine Doctrines; 
when compared with what is taught Us, in the plain 
Sermon on the Mount, and the unſtudied Epiſtles of 
the Jevoiſb Tentmaker. 

Therefore, though I would bleſs the beneficent 
G O D for the Miniſtration of all the Senſes, and parti- 
cularly for the noble Organs of Viſion: I would be 
more eſpecially thankful for that Light of the World, 
CHRIST FESUS and his glorious Goſpel ; as 
well as for that ſpiritual Eye *, by which the One is 
underſtood, and the other ſeen —— a /wely Faith. I 
would alſo long for that Place of beatific Enjoyment, 
where our Views of the adorable G O D-H E A D, 
and our Acquaintance with the ſublimeſt "Truths, will 
as much tranſcend all our preſent Apprehenſions, as 
the moſt inlightened Saint exceeds the benighted Gen- 
tile. 

Ther. The crowning Gift—— That which improves 
the Satisfaction ; and augments the beneficial Effects, 
accruing from all the Senſes, is Speech.—Speech makes 
me a Gainer, from the Eyes and Ears of other People ; 
from the Ideas they conceive, and the Obſervations 
they make. And what an admirable Inſtrument, for 
articulating the Voice, and modifying it into Speech 
is the Tongue! _— The Tongue has neither Bone nor 
Joint; yet faſhions itſelf, with the utmoit Volubility, 
into every Shape, and every Poſture, that can exprets 
Sentiment, or conſtitute Harmony. This little Col- 
lection of muſcular Fibres, under the conducting Skill 
of the CREATOR, is theArtificer of our WordsÞ. 

By 

* Luke xxiv. 45. Then opened be their Underſlandinge, that they 


might underſlard the Scriptures, Amvorter is the Word uſed in this 
Place, and the Word uſed by the evang#lical Hiſtorian, when He 
relates that ſupernatural Act, which gave Sight to the Blind. 

+ I am ſenſible, that the Gottes has a conſid-rable Share in mo- 
dulating the Sound, and fo ming the Voice, But, as the Nature 
and Office of this moſt curious Aperture, are very little known by 
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By this We communicate the Secrets of the Breaſt, and 
make our very Thoughts audible. By this we inſtruct 
the Ignorant, and comio:t the Diſtreſſed ; we glorify 
G OD, and edify each other*; the Academic ex- 
plains the abſtruſeſt Sciences, and the Eccleſiaſtic 
preaches the everlaſting Goſpel.— This is likewiſe the 
Efficient of Mufic. It is ſoft as the Lute, or ſhrill as 
the Trumpet; It can warble as the Lyre, or reſound 
like the Organ. Connecting the ſacred Anthem with 
its tuneful Strains, We ſooth the Cares, and beguile 
the Toils of Life: We imitate the Angelic Choirs, 
and anticipate in ſome Degree, their celeſtial Joys. 
As the Tongue requires full Scope, and an eaſy Play, 
it is lodged in an ample Cavity ; and furrounded with 
Reſervoirs of Spittle, always ready to diſtil the lubricat- 
ing Dews. It moves under a "concave Roof, which 
ſerves as a Sounding board to the Voice; giving it 
much the ſame additional Vigour and Grace, as the 
Shell of a Violin adds to the Language of the Strings. 
Wiſe—wonderfully wiſe, and eminently gracious is 
the Regulation both of ſpontaneous and involuntary Mo- 
tion. Was this Regulation reverſed, what deplorable 
Inconveniencies would take place ; nay, what unavoi- 
dable Ruin would enſue ! — Deplorable Inconveniencies, 
if the Diſcharge of the Bowels, or Evacuations, of the 
Bladder, were quite independent on our Leave. Una- 
Hoidable Ruin, if the Action of the Heart, required the 
Co-operation of our Thoughts; or the Buſineſs of 
Reſpiration, waited for the Concurrence of our Will. 
The Will, in ſome Caſes, has not ſo much as a 
ſingle Vote. In others, She determines and — 
IKC 


the Generality of People; We chooſe to follow the popular Opini- 
on, ſo neatly deſcribed by the Poet, 
— — — — Dædala Lingua. 
Lingua f gurat ix Ve borum, Opiſexgue Loquele., 


Anti-Lucret. 

* The articulating Tongue is called Our Glory, Plal. lvii. 8. 
And ſuch indeed it is, when devetcd to theſe Purpoſes. It is then a 
Diſtinction, not only of Man from the brutal Head, but of the 
Rightcous from the Congregation of the Ungodly, It is then like 
choice Ser, or as a Tree of Life. 

Who Twould net bleſs for this the Gift of Speech, 

And in abe Tungue's Beneficence be rich! 
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like an abſolute Sovereign ; nor is there a Monarch 
upon Earth fo punctually obeyed, as this Queen of 
the human Syſtem. If She but intimate her Plea- 
ſure, the Spirits run, they fly, to execute her Orders; 
to ſtretch the Arm, or cloſe the Hand ; to furrow the 
Brow with Frowns, or dimple the Cheek with Smiles. 
—How eafily, as well as punctually, are thele Orders 
carried into Execution! To turn the Screw, or work 
the Lever, is laborious and weariſome. But We move 
the Vertebrz, with all their appendent Chambers; 
We advance the Leg, with the whole incumbent Bo- 
dy; We riſe from our Seat; We ſpring from the 
Ground; and, though much Force is exerted, though 
a very conſiderable Weight is raiſed, We meet with 
no Diſkculty, We complain of no Fatigue. 

That all this ſhould be effected, without any Toil, 


and by a bare Ad of the Will, is very ſurpriſing. But 


that theſe Motions ſhould be made, renewed, continued, 
even while We remain intirely ignorant of the Man- 
ner, in which they are performed, is beyond meaſure 
aſtoniſhing. — Who can play ſo much as a ,ingle Tune 
upon the Spinnet, without learning the Difference of 
the Keys, or ſtudying the Rudiments of Muſic ? Im- 
poſſible! Yet the Mind of Man touches every Spring 
of the human Machine, with the moſt maſterly Skill; 
though She knows nothing at all, concerning the 
Nature of her Implements, or the Proceſs of her Ope- 
rations. 

Put a German Flute into the Hand even of a ſenſible 
Perſon : without a Maſter to inſtru Him, He is at a 
loſs to make the Inſtrument Speak : much leſs is He 
able to modulate the Sound, into a Variety of harmoni- 
ous Notes. But We are ſelf-taughtin the Method of 
forming, regulating, and varying the Voice. Naturally, 
and with unpremeditated Fluency, We give it the lan- 
guiſhing Cadence of Sorrow, or the ſprightly Airs of 
Joy; the low faultering Accents of Fear, or the ele- 
vated Tone and rapid Sallies of Anger. 

'The Eye of a Ruſtic, who has no Notion of Op- 
tics, or any of its Laws, ſhall lengthen and Sorten 
its Axis; dilate and contract its Pupil, without Ka 

cal 
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leaſt Heſitation, and with the utmoſt Propriety : a- 
dapting itſelf, with mathematical Exactneſs to the 
particular Diſtance of Objects, and the different De- 
grees of Light. By which means, it performs ſome 
of the moſt curious Experiments in the improved 
Newtonian Philoſophy, without the leaſt Knowledge 
of the Science, or ſo much as any Conſciouſneſs of 
its own Dexterity. 

Which ſhall We moſt admire? The Multitude of 
animated Organs? their finiſhed Form, and their 
faultleſs Order ?—Or, the Power and Sway which 
the Soul exerciſes over them! Ten thoufand Reins 
put into her Hands; yet ſhe manages all, conducts 
all, without the leaſt Perplexity or the leaft Irregula- 
rity: rather, with a Promptitude, a Conſiſtency, and 
a Speed, that nothing elſe can equal! 

Upon the Whole — Great Reaſon had Euripides to 
call the human Body. 

Deche re. KaN0v . 
] believe, the preceding Obſervations will juſtify 
Us, if We give a fuller Meaning to the Poet, and 
tranſlate his Words he infinitely varied, and inimita- 
bly fine Workmenſhip, of a great, ſupreme, unerring 
ARTIST. Or, as Virgil ſpeaks, with a Pertinency 
and a Spirit, that epitomizes all I have ſaid, and ex- 
preſſes all I would fay ; This bodily Structure is indeed 
— Non enarrabile Textum “. | 

Aſp. Wonderfully and fearfully are we made +! Made 
of ſuch complicated Parts; each ſo nicely taſhioned, 
and all ſo exactly arranged ; every one executing 
ſuch curious Functions, and many of them ope- 
rating in ſo myſterious a Manner; as may juſtly 
render Us a Wonder to ourſelves. Since Health de- 
pends upon ſuch a numerous Aſſemblage of moving 
Organs: fince a ſingle Secretion ſtopped, _ 

roy 


* That is, a Structure, not barely correct, or highly ſiniſh dz 
but (as Theron has elſewhere expreſſed it) beyond Deſcription curicus. 

+ Pſa), cxxxix. 14. 

t St. Paul's Language on the Subject is exceedingly beautiful 
and expreſſive TUY&ppmonruy2utvcy 2 ovuCicaloueroy Eph. iv. 16. 
Vach Part moſt ex barmon'zing with the Whole, and all 
connected together with the utmoſt Firmneſs, 
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{troy the ſalutary Temperature of the Fluids; or a 
ſingle Wheel clogged, may put an End to the Mo- 
tion of the Solids: with what holy Fear, ſhould We 
pals the Time of our Sojourning Here below * ! Truſting, 
for continual Preſervation, not meerly on our own 
Care, but on that OMNIPOTENT HAND, 
which formed the admirable Machine, ſuperintends 
its Agency, and ſupports its Being 4. 

When We conſider the extenſive Contrivance, 
and delicate Mechaniſm—What Plans of Geome- 
try, have been laid; what Operations of Chemittry, 
are performed; in a Word, what Miracles of Art 
and Elegance are executed; in order to furniſh Us 
with the neceſſary Recruits, and the ſeveral De- 
lights of Life—lIs there not abundant Reaſon to 
cry out, with the ſame inſpired Writer; “ How 
dear are thy Counſels unto me, O GOD! Thy 
© counſels of creating Wiſdom! Thou haft not been 
<** ſparing, but even laviſh of thy indulgent Deſigns. 
Thou haſt omitted no Expedient, that might eſta- 
e bliſh my Eaſe, enlarge my Comforts, and promote, 
yea complete my bodily Happineſs!” And is not 
this a moſt indearing Obligation to glorify the bleſſed 
GOD, with our Bodies, as well as with our Spirits | ? 

Ther. Our Spirits! Ay; what is this Manſion of 
Fleſh though fo exquiſitely wrought, compared with 
wo noe and immortal Inhabitant, which reſides 
within! | 


7 hat intellectual Being; 
Thoſe Thoughts, which wander threugh Eternity ||? 


This Conſideration inclines me to think, that, if 
the Caſket be ſo highly poliſhed, the Jebel cannot be 
lo exceilively coarſe, as my Aſpafro's Doctrine of ori- 
ginal Corruption ſuppoſes. 

i Fe kh I9. 

+ Agreeably to that philoſophical Maxim, Creatio & Con- 
ſervai io eadem Adio; and to thoſe ſcriptural Acknowledgments, 
It is GOD, «oho boldeth aur Soul in Life; He is the Length of cur 
Day,; his Viſitation prolengeth our Spirit. 5 
1 1 Cor. vi. 20. I! Milton, 


VoL. I, T Aſp. 
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Aſp. 1 perceive your Aim, Theron. But muſt beg 
Leave to decline all Overtures for a Diſpute. If my 
Arguments have failed, your Deſcription has anſwered its 
End. I cannot ſuffer myſelf, at preſent, to be di- 
verted to any other Topic. My Thoughts muſt be 
kept free for this glorious Subject. I have ſuch a 


ftrong Deſire to recollect, retain, and digeft what has 


been obſerved, that even your Converſation will, at 
this Juncture, loſe its Reliſh, Here therefore I put 
my Finger upon my Mouth, and put a Period to our 
Diſcourſe. Unleſs You will give me leave, before I 
retire, to make one Remark. And let it not ſtartle 
my Friend, if I venture to ſay, That, amidſt all his cu- 
rious Obſervations, He has forgot the principal Cir- 
cumſtance of Honour and Excellence, which dignifies the 
human Body. 

Ther. J have omitted many fine and noble Proper- 
ties, I confeſs. But ſure J have not forgot the principal 
and moſt diſtinguiſhing. | 

Aſp. You need not be diſpleaſed with Yourſelf. It 
argues no Defe& in your Diſſertations The Circum- 
ftance I have in my View, could never be diſcovered, 
by following the diſſecting Knife. It is learnt, not from 
Cheſelden's Dranghis or the Tables of Albinus; but 
from the Word of Revelation. What I mean, is 'This 
The human Body was exalted to a moſt intimate and 
and perſonal Union, with the eternal SON of GOD. 
He who decorated the Heaven with Stars, and crown- 
ed the Stars with Luſtre; He wouch/afed to be made 
Fleſb , and was found in Faſhion as a Man f. —Nay, 
this is, even zow, the Apparel of that divine and ado- 


rable PERSON. He is clothed with Limbs, and ap- 


pears in the Dreſs of Humanity, even at the Right- 
hand of GOD, and at the Head of all the Heavenly 
Hoſts. 

What think You of another Prerogative, recorded 
in Scripture ? Your Bodies are the Temple of the Holy 
GHOST tf, they are the Shrine, in which the HIGH 
and HOLY ONE, that inhabiteth Eternity, vouch- 
ſafes to dwell, HE, who ſitteth between the Che- 

rubim, 

John i, 14. + Phil, ii. 8. 1 1 cor. vi. 19. 
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rubim, and walketh in the Circuit of the Skies, is 
pleaſed to ſanctify theſe earthly Tenements for his own 
Habitation. And is not this a much Grander Em- 
belliſhment, than all their matchleſs Contrivance and 
maſterly Workmanſhip ? Juſt as the Rod that budded, 
and the Manna that was miraculouſly preſerved ; the 
ſacred Oracle of Urim and Thummim, and the Cloud of 
Glory covering the Mercy-Seat ; were a much greater 
Diſtinction to Solomon's Temple, than the moſt heigh- 
tened and ſtriking Beauties of Architecture. 

Nor muſt I negle& to mention the Dignity the 
tranſcendent and amazing Dignity—which is reſerved 
for theſe Syſtems of Fleſh, at the Ręſurrection of the 
Juſt. They will then be refined and improved, into 
the moſt perfect State, and the moſt beauteous Form. 
Surpatling whatever is reſplendent and amiable in the 
moſt ornamental Appearances of material Nature. They 
will be purer than the unſpotted Firmament, brighter 
thanthe Luſtre of the Stars; and, which exceeds all 
Parallel, which comprehends all Perfection, they will 
be made like unto CHRIST's glorious Body *. Like that 
wonderfully glorious Body, which the bleſſed JESUS 
wears, in his celeſtial Kingdom, and on his triumphant 
Throne. 

When We add all theſe magnificent Peculiaritles, 
which are revealed in Scripture, to all thoſe znimitable 
Niceties, which are diſplayed by Anatomiſts, what 
Thankfulneſs, what Admiration, can equal ſuch a 
Profuſion of Favours ? 


When all thy Mercies, O my GOD, 
My riſing Soul ſurveys, 

Tranſported with the View I'm loft 
In Wander, Love, and Praiſe ! 


Phil. iii. 21. 


The Exp of the FixzsT VoLuus, 


